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My vision of a 

Board will replace Oflot director 

GTech to sell 
lottery stake 
in £51m deal 

By Carol M i dg ley 
and Jon Ashworth 

THE National Lottery is set to 
undergo the most radical over¬ 
haul in its three-year history 
amid moves to clean up its 
image and restore public con¬ 
fidence in the game. 

The Government revealed 
yesterday that it is scrapping 
the one-man post of lottery 
watchdog, two months after 
sacking Peter Davis, the for¬ 
mer director-general of Oflot 
— the Office of the National 
Lottery. His job will be re¬ 
placed with a five-member 
National Lottery Commission. 

Camelot, the lottery opera¬ 
tor, also announced that it is 
buying out GTech’s 225 per 
cent stake in the consortium in 
the wake of mounting pres¬ 
sure to sever its links with its 
American partner. The £51 
million buy-out comes weeks 
after Richard Branson won a 
High Court libel case over his 
allegations that Guy Snow¬ 
den. a former GTech director, * 
had tried to bribe him into 
dropping his bid to run the 
UK lottery: 

Gtech's stake will be split 
among Camelofs other share¬ 
holders: De La Rue. Raca) and 
Cadbury Schweppes will be 
left with a 26.67 per cent 
holding; 1CL will increase its 
share from 10 to 20 per cent 

Since November 1994. when 
tickets first went on sale, 
GTech has been paid £74 mil¬ 
lion as a supplier to Camelot. 
and received another £12 
million in dividends from its 
Camelot shareholding — E86 
million in all. How much is 
profit is not disdose&GTech 
will remain CameJors suppli¬ 
er of tottery services and 

Papon outburst 
as jury retires 

In an angry final appeal 
from the dock, Maurice 
Papon, 87, the alleged Nazi 
collaborator, demanded an 
acquittal and accused French 
prosecutors of driving his 
wife to her grave by persecut¬ 
ing him on trumped-up 
charges. The jury retired to 
consider its verdict— Page 15 

Deal with unions 
Tony Blair prepared the 
ground for a compromise in 
the battle over union recogni¬ 
tion yesterday amid indica¬ 
tions that he is facing a new 
confrontation over workers* 
rights—.-Page 2 
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equipment A spokesman 
said: “Camelot believes this is 
the right response to the public 
mood for a -largely British- 
owned operator of the Nat¬ 
ional Lottery, and that it Is in 
the best interests of lottery 
players." 

The move to scrap the post 
of Oflot director-genera] 
comes after the embarrass¬ 
ment caused to the Govem- 
raent in 1995 when it emerged 
that Mr Davis had accepted 
free flights from GTech, and 
that he and his wife had been 
guests at the home of Carl 
Menges, a board director of 
GTech. He refused to resign 
then, but was dismissed on 
Tony Blair’s orders in Feb¬ 
ruary with a £42.000 pay-off. 

The Prime Minister said the 
creation of the Commission 
would instil greater confi¬ 
dence in how tire lottery, was 
run. Mr Blairs spokesman 
added: "The Prime Minister 
feds the lottery, which has 
quickly established itself as 
part of the national fabric and 
in which millions of people 
feel they have a stake, has 
got to be operated in a 

way that commands public 
confidence." 

Richard Spring, the Tory 
culture spokesman, criticised 
the move, saying: “This is a 
further example of tire Gov¬ 
ernment undermining the in¬ 
dependence of the lottery and 
increasing the control it has 
over how the lottery operates 
and how money is spent" 

Announcing his commis¬ 
sion plan. Chris Smith, the 
Culture Secretary, said hav¬ 
ing five people would reduce 
the risk of further conflict of 
interest It would avoid focus¬ 
ing on one individual and 
bring a wider spectrum of 

. experience to the job. The 
posts win be advertised. The 
Commission will still be ser¬ 
viced by Oflot and have the 
same duties and functions as 
the director-general. 

The changes will be Intro¬ 
duced as an amendment to die 
National Lottery Bill, due to 
come before MPs for its sec¬ 
ond rrading next week. The 
new structure is expected to be 
up and running by 1999, in 
time to oversee competition for 
the new-: lottery licence which 
takes effect in 2001. It replaces 
{dans in the Bin for an 
“advismy panel" to help the 
director-general to choose die 
next operator. 

GTech directors and Tim 
Holley, chief executive of 
Camelot, met John Stoker, the 
acting Oflot director-general, 
last week as part of Offers 
ongoing investigation into 
whether GTech was a “fit and 
proper” company to be in¬ 
volved with the lottery. 

Mr Smith welcomed Came- 
lot’s “sensitivity to foe public 
mood" over its ending of its 
fink with the US company. 

lieutenantCoramander Karen Pearce, who was accused at the court martial of her 
former lover of splitting up marriages, leaving the hearing yesterday. Report, page 3 

Kray’s hopes of release dashed 
By Richard Ford and Stewart Trndubr 

REGGIE KRAY, the gang¬ 
land killer, has lost his bid to 
be freed from prison after 
serving 30 years for the mur¬ 
der of Jack “the Hat" McVitie. 

The former East End gang¬ 
ster had hoped he would be 
released on parole or allowed 
to be transferred to an open 
prison in preparation for his 
eventual release. 

But the Parole Board, which 
heard his case last month, has 
dashed his hopes and decided 
he is not suitable for parole or 
even for transfer to an open 
prison. 

The decision is understood 
to have been given to Kray, 
aged 64, fry prison officials 
yesterday. It will be a shatter¬ 
ing blow for Kray, who had 
planned to settle with his new 
wife in East Anglia and will 
set bade a growing campaign 
by friends to win his freedom. 

The parole Board reviewed 
Kray's case because next 

' month he will have completed 

the minimum 30-year term 
imposed on him for “retribu¬ 
tion .and deterrence” when he 
was given life at the Old Bailey 
in 1969. The tariff ends this 
year because he had been 
arrested in 1968, 

Kray, transferred to Way- 
land prison in Norfolk last 
August wants to five with his 
new wife Roberta. 38, in a 
country house, where he 
planned to run a recording 
studio. He married while in 
Maidstone prison and friends 
organised a laser show outside 
tiie jail before the wedding. 

Members of foe Parole 
Board studied psychitarists' 
and probation officers' reports 
which suggested that ■ Kray 
represented a minimum risk if 
released. 

, The reasons for their deci¬ 
sion have been given to him in 
writing. Prison sources said in 
February that they were un¬ 
certain that Kray had fully 
addressed his offending be¬ 

haviour. Confidential reports 
prepared for the parole hear¬ 
ing indicated that Kray had 
changed from the confronta¬ 
tional inmate of 30 years ago 
to one who likes reading and 
poetry and disliked watching 
television. 

A psychiatrist who exam¬ 
ined Kray said that in psychi- 

ray planned 
life in East A 

aimed a new 
East Anglia 

atric terms he amid be 
deemed entirety capable of 
independent living. 

Another medical report sug¬ 
gested that Kray showed no 
serious instance of violence 
over the past few years though 
its said there were “strong 
intimidating eye contact 
{which] conveyed feelings of 
suppressed agression or de¬ 
fensiveness with a paranoid 
and contemptuous flavour”. 

Kray and his twin brother, 
Ronnie, were convicted in 1969 
for the murder of Jack McVitie 
and George Cornell. They 
were given mandatory life 
sentences. 

Ronnie Kray died of a heart 
attack in 1995 while in Broad¬ 
moor top security hospital and 
received a huge traditional 
East End funeral. 

Even if the Parole Board 
had recommended that Kray 
be released, the final decision 
would rest with Jack Straw, 
foe Home Secretary. 

“Politicians won't 
help — they don't live 

In the real world" 

Rise in output 
boosts market 

Manufacturers seem to be 
winning the fight against the 
strong pound, with figures 
out yesterday showing that 
national output actually rose 
in March on the bade of 
strong domestic demand. The 
news bolstered shares in 
London yesterday —Page 27 

G&S win chorus of parliamentary support 
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By James landale 
POLITICAL REPORTER 

GILBERT and Sullivan might once 
have joked that MPS left their brains 
outside the Commons tail yetorOay 
they would have been gnfofoti for_ the 
support Parliament gave to thor 

0PS£ and peers from all partie 
mounted a fierce defence offoe rash- 
strapped D’Oyiy CarfoOpcra 
pany. which has performed foe 
librettist's and composer's works since 
1875. They assailed the Arts Council as 
cultural snobs and elitists for refusing 
to gteregubr funding to the tounng 
SSt^now more than El mfllwn in 
debt Although most of its ftmds cpm6 
from private donations and ba&offiae 
takings, foe company says it will be 

close within months unless at 

least £600,000in public money is made 
available. 

In impassioned debates in both 
Houses of Parliament, MPs and pars 
attacked the Arts Council for giving 
£30 million to other opera companies 
without foe D’Oyly Carte getting a 
“farthing”. 

Martin Bell, Independent MP for 
Tatton who introduced the Commons 
debase, said: “We English have no 
Mozart we have no Puccini, we have 
no Wagner, but my goodness we have 
a Gilbert and Sullivan who have enter¬ 
tained and iUmninated our country 
and foe world for more than 120 years 
and whose legacy is now in danger.” 

He added: “You have to wonder 
What the Arts Council has against this 
oldest and most distinguished -of our 
modem opera companies. Perhaps it’s 
too popular, perhaps it is accessible. 

perhaps people like it too much. 
Perhaps if it wrapped up bricks in 
muslin or islands in plastic it would be 
deemed worthy of Arts Council fund¬ 
ing. Perhaps if it cross-dressed the cast 
of The Gondoliers or had foe crew of 
HMS Pinafore dad in black leather 
and chains, it would then be deemed 
capable, worthy, of Arts Council 
funds.” 

He said Dttyty Cane was a touring 
company and could, therefore, not 
apply for the more-available Arts 
Council capital grants. In a joking 
reference to controversy surrounding 
Lord Irvine of Lairg’s £650.000 refit of 
his Westminster apartments, Mr BeU 
noted that one of foe leading characters 
in foe opera Iolanlhe was a Lord 
Chancellor “who — how can I put this 
tactfully — had a certain sense of who 
he was in foe order of tilings. Ail that 

(foe opera] lacks is a wallpaper song.” 
In the same opera, foe Guardsman 

sings: “When m that House MPs 
divide. If they’ve a brain and cerebel¬ 
lum too. They have to leave that brain 
outside. And vote just as their leaders 
tell ’em to." 

Sir Patrick Cormack, Tory MP for 
Staffordshire South, condemned foe 
“Arts Council snobs who think poetry 
shouldn’t rhyme and music shouldn’t 
have tunes. If tinned turds at the 
Serpentine are worthy of subsidy, foot 
Gilberr and Sullivan... deserve Arts 
Council help." 

Austin Mitchell. Labour MP for 
Great Grimsby, accused foe Arts 
Council of seeing “Gilbert and Sullivan 
as popular, as middle-brow, as some¬ 
thing beneath their gaze and beneath 
their contempt — and that is why they 

Continued on page 2, col 4 
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Man arrested 
near store in 
Mardi Gra 

bomber hunt 
By Stewart Tendler, crime correspondent 

ANTI-TERRORIST detectives Most attacks have been in 
investigating the Mardi Gra west and southeast London, 
bomber were last night ques- and a few at the homes of staff 
dotting a man arrested after a linked to the companies in 
suspicious package was left Essex. Northamptonshire and 
near a Sains bury-s store in Kent During the attacks on 
Ruislip, west London. the supermarket chain the 

Scotland Yard said the man devices were hidden inside 
was seized just after 6pm plastic shopping bags backed 
when he was seen acting with groceries and dumped 
suspiciously near the store, nearby. 
Police refused to say whether Two victims have suffered 
the store was under surveii- minor injuries when "they 
lance as a possible target by picked up the bags or were 
the bomber but a special team dose when they exploded, 
has been hunting foe bomber The bomber took his name 
for months. Police also would from the fact he used boxes 
not say whether the suspect which had been used to pack- 
was armed. age demonstration tapes for a 

The suspect package that pop group called the “Mardi 
was found was left close to the Gra Experience", 
store which has been the At one point he demanded 
target for the bomber in other more than £10 million from 
attacks and a nearby London Barclays and also cash from 
Underground station. The Salisbury's but he never fol- 
suspect was rushed to a police lowed up offers to negotiate, 
station as the area was cor- fearing a trap, 
doned off and people were Profiles drawn up for the 
moved from their homes. police suggest foe bomber is a 

London Underground middle-aged man with some 
trains on the Central line do-it-yourself ability. The al- 
were halted for a time. Explo- tacks may have started 
srves experts were called in to because of a grudge over a 
destroy foe package with a failed business venture and an 
controlled explosion and attempt at blackmail. But 
police said later that the device psychiatrists believe the at- 
was an empty box. tacks have been fuelled by the 

Robert Clayton, 35. who bombers desire simply to 
lives in Station Approach, wreak some form of revenge- 
south Ruislip, which looks He has built his devices in a 
onto the store in Victoria shed or workshop at home 
Road, said police vans and using easily obtained ingredi- 
cars had arrived around ents and few clues were left. To 
530pm and all roads in foe catch him police have formed 
area were sealed off. He said a special team with officers 
police cars and vans flooded from S013, the anti-terrorist 
foe area. branch, and foe organised 

Since the first attacks in crime group. 
1994 foe bomber has struck 36 Police have checked tbou¬ 
tlines with devices aimed first sands of hours of dosed circuit 
at Barclays Bank and Barclay- television film from around 
card and then Sainsbury’s the stores looking for clues, 
shops. The home-made de- There have been suggestions 
vices are made with shotgun the bomber might even be a 
cartridges, tubing and trigger policeman because he has 
mechanisms finked to timers, escaped detection. 

K yw>». jot 4 BT-ptefie. ycu wwwj* 

tv-. 

;itg5T TELECOM 

5 S'; 6 6 6 6. 



2 HOME NEWS THE TIMES THURSDAY APRIL 21998 
,1 
l 
%r 

. !' 
% > 
i s- 

All in all it’s another brick from your wall, Prime Minister 
MATTHEW PARRIS 

POLITICAL SKETCH 

Hereditary peers lis¬ 
tening in to PYime 
Minister's Questions 

yesterday will have heard 
themselves described by Tony 
McNulty (Lab, Harrow E) as 
“historical throwbacks and 
hillbilly inbreds". A Prime 
Minister could not really cap 
this: and Torty Blair's difficul¬ 
ty in followingthe antics of his 
supporters led him into trou¬ 
ble twice. Mr Blair grew 
careless and dropped two 
modest bricks one hilarious, 
the other more serious. 

It was Sir Peter Tapsell (C. 
Homcastle) who noticed the 

second brick and passed it 
round Iot inspection ten min¬ 
utes later during Points of 
Order. The remark had 
passed unchallenged during 
PM’s Questions itself, when 
Blair was answering Gerald 
Kaufman (Lab, Manchester 
Gorton). Mr Kaufman sug¬ 
gested the Tories were hypo¬ 
critical to accuse Alistair 
Campbell (Blair's chief press 
secretary) of bullying: Marga¬ 
ret Thatcher’s Sir Bernard 
Ingham had been no better, 
he sneered. 

Kaufman meant to be help¬ 
ful but has never quite got the 

hang of this. Being helpful 
involves giving someone an 
encouraging little prod but 
Kaufman gives people a mas¬ 
sive shove, and they trip. His 
question to the Prime Minis¬ 
ter turned into a rant against 
the Tories of such rhetorical 
violence — expressions like 
“the sewer rather than the 
sewage” come ill so soon after 
lunch — that it was hard for 
BlairtocapiL 

He made the mistake of 
trying. What really galled the 
Tories, the Prime Minister 
agreed, was that his press 
secretary “does an effective 

job attacking the Conserva¬ 
tive Party". 

The Number Ten chief 
press secretary is a civil ser¬ 
vant He is expected to be 

Mr Hague did. not pick this 
up. He seems nervous of 
joining the fray over the 
Prime Minister's relationship 
with Rupert Murdoch. In- 

opting for a single European 
currency. 

His later questions were 
futile: he tried to make the 
Prime Minister agree that the 
Tories had spent more on 
health titan Labour. 

No doubt but who cares 
what the Tories once spent on 
health? Nobody' but the sore 
and resentful Tory faithful 
among whom U is Hague's 
fate to socialise too much 

It was left to Sir Peter 
Tapsell to raise Blair's job- 

Boothrovd's business, as she 
explained. But the faux pas 
had been registered. 

So has Mr Blairs second 
gaffe, though it is more for 
Rory Breraner than the consti¬ 
tutional lawyers. He was an¬ 
swering a spiky question from 
Dennis Skinner, who for his 
curtain-raiser pretended to 
consult a pager (with a mess¬ 
age, perhaps, from Alistair 
Campbell), read out “May I 
congratulate ..T — then 
threw it aside. 

The sting in Skinner’s ques¬ 
tion was a demand that Blair 
accept the trade union inter¬ 

pretation of Labour's manifes¬ 
to commitment to let a “major¬ 
ity" of a workforce deride 
whether to unionise their 
company. 

Yes. said the Prime Minis¬ 
ter. the phrase had indeed 
appeared in the manifesto. 
But the Government would 
now “decide what that 
meant". Given Tony Blair’s 
fluency in foreign languages, 
one more and more sees the 
attraction for him of present¬ 
ing labour's next election 
manifesto in French, if he 
wins he can tell us what it 
meant. 

“political" in helping the Gov¬ 
ernment present policy but 
should draw the line at help¬ 
ing attack the Opposition. 
Labour hear-hearcd rather 
nervously. Tory heads shook 
in disbelief. 

stead, Hague’s early ques¬ 
tions had been as exotic as the 
colour combination of blue 
shirt and orange tie he chose 
for the occasion: he seemed to 
tell the Prune Minister he 
should stop other countries 

description for a press secre¬ 
tary with the Chair, later. This 
was none of Betty 
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Unions angry at 
‘bias towards 

employers’ 
By Philip Webster. Chrstine Buckley and Charles Bremner 

TONY BLAIR prepared the 
ground for a compromise in 
the bart/e over union recogni¬ 
tion yesterday amid indica¬ 
tions that he is faring a new 
confrontation over workers' 
rights. 

Pro-union Labour MPs 
voiced fears that Mr Blair was 
leaning towards the CBI in the 
dispute after he told MPs that 
the Government had to take 
account of the needs of the 
employer “to run an effective 
business". 

At the same time union 
leaders expressed renewed 
concern over what they fear 
may be an attempt by minis¬ 
ters to weaken new European 
laws preventing people being 
fored to work more than 48 
hours a week. 

Margaret Beckett met se¬ 
nior union leaders last night 
in the latest attempt to come to 
an agreement on plans to hold 
ballots of workers on union 
representation. 

While the TUC wants the 
issue to be decided by a 
straight majority of those who 
take part in a ballot, the CBI 
wants recognition to be grant¬ 
ed only if there is a majority of 
all those entitled to vote. 

The Government is expected 
to insist that a ballot will only 
be valid if a certain proportion 
of the workforce takes part, 
and the current compromise 
figure appears to be around 60 
percent 

Mr Blau- raised laughter 
from Conservative MPs when 
he said the Government was 
negotiating over what was 

meant by the Labour manifes¬ 
to promise to allow recogni¬ 
tion if “a majority of the 
relevant workforce" wanted it 

He added, however, that it 
was was important to strike 
the right balance between the 
rights of an individual to be 
parr of a union and represent¬ 
ed by it and the needs of an 
employer. 

Pears among union leaders 
about exemptions to the EU 
directive on a 48-hour week 
will heighten already tense 
relationsbetween Labour and 
the unions created by the row 
over recognition. 

Ministers have long been 
expected to allow arrangmems 
which will enable people to 
work more than 48 hours if 
they wish and the unions have 
said this put pressure on their 
colleagues. Union leaders 
believe that workers will be 
too frightened of losing their 
jobs to say no. 

Bill Morris, general secre¬ 
tary of the T&G union, said: 
"The directive is supposed to 
protea workers. It won’t work 
that way if employees are 
expected to argue their case 
individually." 

lain MacLean. of the 
Barclays finance union 
UNiFI. said opt-out clauses for 
employees make employers 
put pressure on employees to 
sign up. “It will also under¬ 
mine the credibility of trade 
unions if collective agreements 
on working hours can be 
broken with impunity. The 
British work the longest hours 
in Europe, when unemploy¬ 

ment is at the root of many of 
our social problems." 

Other union leaders are 
holding their peace until the 
Government publishes draft 
regulations next week for the 
directive which Is scheduled 
to start on October 1. 

Meanwhile the European 
Commission started the ma¬ 
chinery yesterday for extend¬ 
ing the directive to cover tens 
of thousands of British trans¬ 
port workers, hospital doctors 
and employees in all the other 
areas initially excluded from 
the original directive. 

Padraig Flynn, the Social 
Affairs Commissioner, gave 
European employers and 
unions the statutory six weeks 
to tell Brussels whether or not 
they will negotiate their own 
agreements to extend the di¬ 
rective. Failing that, the Com¬ 
mission will impose its will 
with new legislation. 

Since Unice, the European 
employers' federation, has al¬ 
ready rejected die need for a 
new law. the Commission is 
almost certain to draft a 
directive on its own. This will 
need only a qualified majority 
vote from member states to 
pass and most of these have 
already indicated that they 
favour a new law. The employ¬ 
ers and unions in maritime 
transport this week reached 
their own accord on applying 
the working time directive to 
their sedor. All vessels in EU 
waters will be covered. Junior 
doctors will also be covered, 
although with a more flexible 
arrangement. 

Faring the chop: a scene from a D’Oyly Carte production of The Mikado 

Chorus of support for G&S 
Continued from page 1 
won’t support it". 

Patricia Hewitt, Labour MP 
for Leicester West said: 
"Snobbeiy towards popular 
art forms and popular opera 
should play no pit whatever 
in a modem arts polity for this 
country.” 

Tom Clarke, the Arts Minis¬ 
ter. said the Government was 
fully aware of the support that 
the Dpyly Carte had in 
Parliament and he would 
make sure the Arts Council 

was aware of it But he 
insisted it was for the council, 
and not the Government to 
allocate extra funding for 
companies. . . 

, In the Lords. Lord Denham, 
a former Tory Chief Whip, led 
support for the company. 

Gilbert and Sullivan began 
writing together in 1871 but 
their careers did not take off 
until they were discovered by 
Richard Dpyly Carte, the 
impresario and manager of 
the Royalty Theatre. He 

formed the company in 1878 as 
a vehicle for their light operet¬ 
tas. The best known include 
Trial by Jury, The Mikado. 
HMS Pinafore, lolamhe. Uto¬ 
pia Ltd, Princess Ida. Pa¬ 
tience, The Sorcerer and The 
Pirates of Penzance. 

Despite their success, Gil¬ 
bert and Sullivan fell out and 
stopped collaborating in the 
1890s. After Richard D'Oyly 
Carte's death in .1901, his 
family kept the company 
going. 

Unionist demand 
threatens talks 

By Martin Fletcher, chief Ireland correspondent 

THE final dash for peace in 
Northern Ireland hit another 
obstacle yesterday when the 
Ulster Unionist Party said that 
it was halting negotiations 
until the Irish Government 
agreed to abandon tfae territo¬ 
rial claim to the North con¬ 
tained in its constitution. 

Speaking a few hours before 
Tony Blair's Downing Street 
summit with Bertie Ahem, the 
Irish Prime Minister, lasr 
night. John Taylor, the imp's 
deputy leader, accused Dublin 
of "dragging its feet" on a 
matter of fundamental impor¬ 
tance to Unionists and said 
there could be no real negotia¬ 
tions on other issues until it 
was resolved. 

At Westminster, the Prime 
Minister publicly chided 
another UUP MP, Willie 
Thompson, for his negativity 
in the face of an “historic 
opportunity". He.told the West 
Tyrone MP: “What I urge you. 
and people like you. to do is to 
try to help constructively in 
getting a deal and a negotiated 
settlement ... Please, rather 
than shake your head, help us 
get to where the vast majority 
of people in Northern Ireland 
want to be." 

Mr Taylor’s announcement 
infuriated Dublin, which has 
produced two dozen draft 

constitutional amendments in 
an attempt to remove the 
claim while preserving an 
aspiration to Irish unity by 
consent. With eight days until 
the deadline for agreement. 
Liz O’Donnell, Ireland's depu¬ 
ty foreign minister, called the 
UUP move “particularly un¬ 
helpful" and accused Union¬ 
ists of demanding much but 
giving little. 

Seamus Mallon, deputy 
leader of the Social Democrat¬ 
ic and Labour Party, likewise 
insisted that an agreement 
would be hard to reach unless 
more nationalist demands 
were met, 

With the spirit of compro¬ 
mise still notably absent from 
Stormont the best hope of 
success lies in George Mitch¬ 
ell, the talks chairman, pro¬ 
ducing a draft settlement 
before the weekend that both 
nationalists and Unionists can 
accept however reluctantly. 
□ The Loyalist Volunteer 
Force threatened action 
against Irish crvil servants 
involved in the talks at Stor¬ 
mont and the Anglo-Irish 
secretariat at Maryfield in 
East Belfast The terrorist 
group has been blamed for 
several recent small bomb 
attacks against Roman 
Catholics. 

Soames loses plot Blair defends his 
after hearty lunch newspaper links 

By Philip Webster, political editor By Nicholas Watt 

POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT 

THE tradition of the long 
lunch is still alive among some 
of the old guard on the Tory 
benches.Nicholas Soames, the 
former Foods Minister, took a 
leaf out of the Alan Gark 
diaries yesterday when he 
strode into the Commons 
chamber after a hearty lunch 
and made a speech that could 
tactfully be described as 
meandering. 

As MPs settled down for a 
series of speeches on the 
Money Resolution in the 
Regional Development Agen¬ 
cies Bill, their spirits were 
lifted by the sight of the rotund 
Mr Soames rising unsteadily. 

“Madam Speaker, on a 
morning not long ago. a cold 
damp spring morning, after 
the House had been sitting all 
night and you. Madam Speak¬ 
er. regretfully were not in the 
chair ai the time... the scene 
that passed before our eyes 
was the scene of older days 
when you yourself were on the 
backbenches," the MP for 
Mid-Sussex began. 

As MPs giggled, Betty 
Boothroyd politely intervened 
to bring Mr Soames back to 
the Money Resolution. “He is 
romanticising and taking' me 
along with hun." she said. 

Mr Soames reassured her 

Soames: bemoaned the 
absence of Primarolo 

he was keen to turn to the 
superannuation costs in the 
Money Resolution. Alas, his 
thoughts went astray as he 
lamented the absence of Dawn 
Primarolo. Financial Secre¬ 
tary to the Treasury. “It is a 
matter of regret that the 
Honourable lady, who ... 
commands the universal 
admiration for whatever rea¬ 
son of Hon Gentlemen on this 
side of the House, is nor in 
here in her place." 

Miss Boothroyd told him to 
return to the Money Resolu¬ 
tion. He made his point, but 
soon Turned in affectionate 
tones to Madam Speaker, 
who ended the debate as he 
collapsed in laughter. 

Richard Cabom, the Envi¬ 
ronment Minister, told him: 
“After what seems to have 
been a good lunch, you got 
extremely emotional." 

TONY BLAIR declared yester¬ 
day that all newspaper propri¬ 
etors were ruthless, able and 
dedicated to their business, 
just as he was to his. 

Under Toiy attack in the 
Commons over his allegedly 
close links with Rupert Mur¬ 
doch. the chairman and chief 
executive of the News Corpo¬ 
ration. parent company of The 
Times, the Prime Minister 
said that he knew all the 
newspaper proprietors and 
had no illusions about them. 
Pressed again over his tele¬ 
phone conversation with the 
Italian Prime Minister in 
which he mentioned Mr Mur¬ 
doch's bid for a television 
network, Mr Blair denied that 
he treated Mr Murdoch any 
differently from anyone else. 

At Prime Minister's Ques¬ 
tion Time, Paddy Ashdown, 
the Liberal Democrat leader, 
asked Mr Blair whether he 
understood concern about the 
“seemingly unstoppable medi- 
a power and political influence 
of Rupert Murdoch". Mr Blair 
replied: “Of course l under¬ 
stand the concerns. But the 
only issue is whether BSkyB 
was treated differently from 
any other media company or 
significant British company. 
The answer is no.” 

Meeting proprietors was a 

“sensible pan of being a lead¬ 
er of a political party”, he said. 

The Conservatives later pro¬ 
tested over Mr Blair’s state¬ 
ment when defending his 
press secretary, Alastair Camp¬ 
bell, that they only criticised 
him because he was so effect¬ 
ive in attacking them. They 
asked the Cabinet Secretary, 
Sir Richard Wilson, for an in¬ 
quiry into Mr Blair's “admis¬ 
sion" that his press secretary 
had this political role. They 
claimed that Mr Campbell's 
job was a crvil service position 
and that he should not be 
involved in political activities. 
Downing Street said that Mr 
Campbell could engage in 
political work because he was 
employed as a special adviser. 

Last night, in a speech in 
London. Chris Fatten, the 
former Tory party chairman 
and last Governor of Hong 
Kong, accused Labour of al¬ 
lowing Mr Murdoch to dictate 
its policy on Europe. 
□ Merchant banking sources 
close to negotiations between 
Mr Murdcch and Silvio Ber¬ 
lusconi, the Italian media ty¬ 
coon and former Prime Minis¬ 
ter, yesterday categorically de¬ 
nied a report that Mr Murdoch 
had ended previous talks by 
sending an abusive message 
through an intermediary. 

NEWS IN BRIEF 

Blair rules out 
EU challenge 
The Prime Minister yesterday ruled out attempting to 
oppose membership of the single currency by the II 
countries deemed to be ready for the first wave starting next 
January. In spite of protests that some countries had fudged 
the membership criteria, Mr Blair told MPs that opposing 
them would cause "complete mayhem". He rejected a call by 
William Hague to intervene to stop the clanger of a “weak 
and fodged single currency" which the Tory leader said was 
one of the factors driving up the value of the pound. 

Mr Hague told the Commons: “Manufacturing is now on 
tiie brink of a recession. You, as president of the European 
Council currently, are one of the few people in a position to 
do something about it" 

Mr Blair told him: “We have made it dear aJJ the way 
through that the criteria should be adhered to. Britain isn't 
in a position to veto, since it is decided by qualified majority 
voting. It would cause complete mayhem were we to 
advocate it it would be utterly pointless. In other words, it 
would be a combination of those things that once 
characterised Conservative Government foreign policy." 

Water cuts stopped 
People who do not pay their water bills will no longer face 
disconnection under government proposals. John Prescott, 
the Environment Secretary, said in a Commons written 
answer. “Our concern about public health demands that we 
maintain the flow of water supplies to households in all 
circumstances." He added that the Government was 
opposed to compulsory water meters. People who paid for 
their water according to the rateable value of their property 
should still be able to do so. 

Prescott is cleared 
John Prescott, the Deputy Prime Minister, was cleared of 
impropriety yesterday over his failure to declare a £28.000 
donation to a blind trust he used when Labour was in 
opposition. The Commons standards watchdog rejected a 
Tory complaint of wrongdoing because Mr Prescott never 
benefited personally from the money, from the Joseph 
Rowntree Reform Trust, which paid for a commission into 
regional development Mr Prescott said: “I am delighted 
and grateful to have been cleared." 

Teachers’ holiday anger 
Teachers pledged to frustrate any government attempt to cut 
their 13-week annual holidays. TTie threat from the National 
Association of Schoolmasters and Union of Women 
Teachers follows proposals from the Labour MP, Margaret 
Hodge, chairman of the Commons Education Select 
Committee, for five or six-week holidays in line with other 
professions. She said there was no justification for a long 
summer holiday which was based on allowing children to 
work in the harvest 

Officer’s new edition 
Major Eric Joyce, the officer who accused the Army of 
elitism, racism and sexism, is to put his career in further 
jeopardy next week when he publishes a new version of the 
Fabian Society pamphlet that upset his superiors. Last 
week he was told by his commanding officer that his career 
was over. However, his formal dismissal has yet to be 
approved. In his preface to the second edition, he claims that 
the first female brigadier for years will be announced soon. 

Laundering ring broken 
A E20 million money laundering operation involving Essex 
drug barons and Dutch traffickers was smashed yesterday 
in a joint investigation by British Customs officers and 
Dutch police. Investigators say the ring involved links 
between London, Amsterdam and Antwerp. Dutch officers 
arrested eight suspects and seized £100,000 in German and 
Dutch currency- British Customs officers seized £290,000 in 
Dutch guilders in London. Further arrests are expected. 

Far East scholarships 
Students from Far Eastern countries at the centre of the 
region’s financial turmoil are to be offered scholarships 
supported by some of Britain’s biggest companies in a 
£3 million sponsorship scheme to be announced by the 
Government today. British universities stand to lose 
millions of pounds in fees because of the collapse. 
Universities can nominate 40 students from Indonesia. 
Malaysia. South Korea and Thailand. 

Ministers told: belt up 
Government ministers have been told to belt up in the back 
seats of their chauffeur-driven cars. Nick Matheson. chief 
executive of the government car service, chastised them in a 
memorandum for their failure to observe road-safety law 
when travelling on official business. He reminded them of 
the need to. be seen to be complying with the law". None of 
the worst offenders was named but Civil Service sources 
said that ministers with the widest girth were most to blame 
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Some of my best 
friends are 

married men 
Stephen Farrell at the adultery court martial 

THE woman at the centre of a 
Ministry of Defence adultery 
scandal told a court martial of 
her friendships with a series of 
men yesterday and said: “1 see 
no reason to be unfriendly 
towards a man just because 
he's married." 
•Lieutenant-Commander 

Karen Pearce, 34. said that she 
was dose to up to six men. four 
of them married, during her 
affair with her former boss 
Lieutenant-Colonel Keith 
Pople, and that two had slept 
at her house. However, she 
insisted that she had been 
faithful to Pople except for one 
instance with a junior col* 
league from HMS Illustrious 

„ in a hire car in Malta. Pople. 
ji aged 42, was removed _ 

from his job as Com- 
man ding Officer 4 
Regiment Army Air 
Corps after the investi¬ 
gation began. He is 
accused of having had 
an affair with Lieuten¬ 
ant-Commander 
Pearce, one of the 
Navy’s highest-rank- _ 
ing Wrens, while he """™ 
was her superior officer in the 
Whitehall office of the Vice 
Chief of the Defence Staff. 

He is also accused of bom¬ 
barding her with threatening 
phone calls after they broke up 
and sending letters containing 
intimate details about her to 

., her friends, new lover and 
- new commanding officer. He 

denies conduct prejudicial to 
good order and military disci¬ 
pline, and scandalous con¬ 
duct The court martial ar 

Aldershot was told that Lieu¬ 
tenant Commander Pearce 
was accused of splitting up 
marriages and being serially 
unfaithful. Ryddion Willis, 
counsel for Pople, said that he 
left her after finding a cache of 
love letters from other men in 
a drawer under her bed in 
Nyewood, West Sussex. 

Lieutenant-Commander 
Pearce, a Russian interpreter 
who once worked at GCHQ 
Cheltenham, was questioned 
about friendships with six 
men including an American 
assistant air attache. Lieuten¬ 
ant Colonel Tim Moore, 
whom she took to dinner and 
nightclubs, and a Major Wil¬ 
son of the Royal Marines, 

6 You will need powers of 
forgiveness. You love her. 

For the time being, she 
needs you 5 

whom she first met on a 
Russian ship visit and later 
aboard HMS Illustrious. 

Lieutenant-Commander 
Pearce confirmed that both 
men had slept at her house 
more than once, and she 
accepted there had been ward¬ 
room speculation aboard 
lUustrous about her relation¬ 
ship with Major Wilson, but 
said both were quite open 
about being married and her 
friendship with them was 

“platonic". She said she had 
beat committed to Pople and 
that her one infidelity was 
with Lieutenant Nigel 
McTear. also married, who 
later left his wife and now lives 
with her. 

Although she admitted tell¬ 
ing Pople she had slept with 
McTear in her cabin on HMS 
Illustrious, and confirmed 
that it would have been pos¬ 
sible, she insisted the one-off 
liaison occurred on shore. 

She also denied putting 
pressure on Pople to leave his 
wife Brenda, who sat behind 
him in court while he listened 
to the evidence. Wearing white 
gloves to avoid leaving finger¬ 
prints. Lieufenant-Command- 
_ er Pearce read out a 

series of poems, letters 
and cards allegedly 
sent by Pople. Among 
them was an anony¬ 
mous letter received 
by Lieutenant McTear 
in early 1997, in which 
Pople allegedly boast¬ 
ed he had slept with 
her while McTear was 
aboard HMS Illustri¬ 

ous. 
The letter read: “She took me 
to her bed. by then your bed. 
and it all came back. Is she the 
only woman in the world who 
is still beautiful while having a 
orgasm? I think so. But it was 
her attitude afterwards to you 
and J which was outrageous. 
You don't want to know what 
she said. Hence my intemper¬ 
ate and foolish calls to her to 
impart a piece of my mind. 
When she denies this. listen 

Man steals art 
worth £ '2 m from 
flat he rented 
By Stewart Tendler. crime correspondent 

ARTWORKS and heirlooms 
worth more than £500.000 
have been taken from a fam¬ 
ily's London home by a well- 
heeled young thief who rented 
their flat and ransacked it 

Yesterday. Scotland Yard 
started circulating a list of 
more than 50 stolen items 
throughout the art world. 
Police believe the thief was 
planning to dear out the flat 
completely but disappeared as 
a cleaner arrived. 

Police said the victims are 
still recovering from the shock 
of losing paintings, furniture 
and objets d'art held for 
generations. The losses inc¬ 
lude seven paintings, an an¬ 
tique table, silver mounted 
boar tusks, elephant tusks and 
a Russian medal presented by 
the last Tsar. 

Yesterday Maria Dolores 
Swiderski. who is Spanish, 
and her Polish husband- were 
still counting the missing 
items. They have homes in 
Spain and Poland and live in 
their South Kensington flat for 
six months of the year. 

The couple had put the flat 
up for sale for £400.000 when 
a local letting agent was 
telephoned last month by a 
well-spoken young man. who 
gave his name as “Oliver 
Thom". He said that his 
parents were coming from the 
United States for a funeral 

and wanted somewhere to 
stay for a week. 

The thief met the agent in 
the street to see the flat which 
was the first property on the 
agent’s list Mr Thom was in 
his twenties, well-groomed 
and well-dressed, and carried 
a mobile telephone. After see¬ 
ing the flat, he announced that 
he would take it for a week. He 
paid £1,500 for the letting, plus 
a deposit of £1,500, and gave 
financial references. Because 
the letting was for such a short 
period the agent did not ask 
for any other references. 

The thief was in the flat for 
nearly a week. The day before 
he was expected to leave, the 
cleaner rang to say she that 
wanted to do some work the 
next day, but the young man 
asked her not to call. She 
ignored him and let herself in 
to the third floor flat to find 
various packages left ready for 
collection, loud music playing 
and the curtains closed and 
the doors to the bedroom shut 

Realising something was 
wrong, she called the police. 
Yesterday. Detective Inspector 
Peter Johnstone said that he 
had never come across such a 
thing. “It was audacious and 
pretty cheeky. We are looking 
for someone who has the 
nerve to present themselves as 
a bona-fide tenant backed up 
by cash." 

Earprint 
evidence 
fails to 

make mark 
EARPRINT evidence used for 
the first time in a trial in 
Britain was rejected by a jury 
yesterday. It had been claimed 
that two earprints left by a 
burglar on the front and back 
windows of an elderly, dis¬ 
abled woman's home and at 
an SSyear-old man's house 
belonged to Mark Smith. 

Two earprint experts told 
Liverpool Crown Court that 
they were sure the prints 
belonged to Mr Smith. But 
after three hours' deliberation 
the jury cleared him of the 
aggravated burglary and 
burglary. 

Mr Smith. 29. of Newton-le- 
WiHows, Merseyside, beamed 
broadly as he was discharged 
from the dock. His barrister. 
Mr Nicholas Clarke, in his 
closing speech had compared 
the Inspectors's method of 
investigation as “Blue Peter 
art" involving jigsaw puzzles, 
“felt-tip pen and sticky-back 
plastic". 

He described the findings as 
“not science fact but pseudo¬ 
science fiction". Mark Brown, 
for the prosecution, had sug¬ 
gested “everyone has a unique 
set of ear prints in the same 
way we have individual fin¬ 
gerprints or DNA profiles”. 

Alongside Smith in the dock 
was Raymond Blinston. 35. of 
Newton-le-Willows, was con¬ 
victed of the aggravated bur¬ 
glary. He was jailed for four 
years. 

Ex-wife of Kenny Everett 
sues over ‘bad taste article’ 

THE former wife of the late 
Kenny Everett was “horrified 
and appalled" when Woman's 
Own broke its promise not to 
publish an article about her 
life with the outrageous broad- 
caster without her approval. 

Lee Everett-Alkin told Mr 
justice Bennett in the High 
Court in London yesterday 
that after his dead) from Aids 
in April 1995 she agreed to be 
interviewed by the magazine 
- which she had been brought 
up to believe was "knitting 
patterns and niceness" — hav¬ 
ing been assured that she 
would have the right of veto 
over any proposed article. 

She rejected a draft sent to 
her because it concentrated on 
the negative aspects of her lire 
with the broadcaster and 

made it sound as though she 
came to hate him. She was 
-very, very upset" when Woffl- a„'S own went ainad and 
published. “I thought they 
were honourable." she saw. 
Mrs Everett-Alkin is suing 

Everett stayed close 
friends with ex-wife 

]PC Magazines for breach of 

contract and of txm&fcnce- 
She is claiming £30.000 for 

injuries to her feelings and to 
her reputation angJBj^av 
Everett’s family, friends and 

^^The publishers say that, 
through her husband John 
AJkin^he gave her cor^tfw 

the article, which he had de¬ 

scribed as “excellent and well- 
balanced”. They also say that 
details of her life with Mr 
Everett were already in the 
public domain through her 
1987 autobiography. Kinds of 
Loving. 

Mrs Everett-Alkin was the 
partner of the Sixties pop star 
Billy FUry before meeting 
Kenny Everett and marrying 
him in I960. They divorced in 
1985. but remained dose. 

She claims the Woman's 
Own article laid emphasis on 
Kenny Everett’s homosexual¬ 
ity. his offensive conduct to¬ 
wards her and Mr Alkm. and 
her allegedly hostile reaction. 

The front-page headline, 
“Exclusive: Kennys wild gay 
parties drove me away, by Lee 
Everett", and highlighted 
phrases such as “He was just 
an old drama queen really" 
depicted her as being anti-gay 
generally and willing to make 
money attacking him as soon 
as he was dead. 

The hearing continues. 

Ctfgs HARRIS 

Iieutenant-Cokmel Keith Pople with wife Brenda: he is accused of sending letters to her friends and new lover 

and look carefully. You need 
to recognise the signs of her 
lying. They are very subtle. 1 
would wish you luck but you 
don't deserve iL You will 
however need powers of for¬ 
giveness you never thought 
existed. May you find them. 
You love her. For the time 
being she needs you. But 
never believe you are anything 
other than an option. Never 
believe you even know what 
all the options might be and 

never think you know what 
she is doing when she is not 
there." 

In another typed letter to the 
Wren’s schoolfriend Caroline 
Cain in January 1997, he 
allegedly complains again of 
her infidelity to him with 
McTear. To have broken up 
three marriages in two years 
and to have persuaded two 
men to leave their families for 
her is quite a feat."To another 
he allegedly wrote: “She is so 

lovely but she is also the most 
duplicitous person 1 have ever 
known and I am afraid she 
lies to everyone." 

Without any trace of emo¬ 
tion. Lieutenant-Commander 
Pearce then read out poems 
sent in happier days, with 
letters including pet names. 

The poems included the 
lines: * Tis true “tis day. what 
though it be. Why should we 
rise because it's light. Did we 
lie down because twas night?" 

and “Remember me when I 
am gone away, gone far away 
into the silent land, when you 
can no longer hold me by the 
hand. Yet if you should forget 
me for a while, and afterwards 
remember, do not grieve. For 
if the darkness and corruption 
leaves a vestige of thought that 
once I had. Better by far you 
should forget and smile. Than 
that you should remember 
and be sad." 

The hearing continues. 

Golfers 
warned 

that Fore! 
is not 

fair play 
By Claudia Joseph 

UNTIL now the cry of 
“Fore!" followed by a 
sheepish wave to a distant 
fairway has always been 
thought sufficient to warn 
other golfers of an ap¬ 
proaching slice or hook. 

Bui yesterday three 
High Court judges ruled 
that the warning, used for 
more than 100 years, may 
not be enough to absolve 
players of their liabilities. 
Anthony Lightning, a left¬ 
hander with a slice, was 
ordered to pay compensa¬ 
tion to another player. 
John Pearson, after hitting 
him in the eye. 

Mr Lightning, 45, of 
Mopley, Southampton, ar¬ 
gued at the Court of Ap¬ 
peal that he was not liable 
because he had shouted 
“Fore". But the judges 
disagreed after hearing 
how Mr Pearson. 46. had 
suffered permanent dam¬ 
age to his retina. 

Yesterday Lord Justice 
Simon Brown, sitting with 
Lord Justice Otion and Sir 
Christopher Slade, order¬ 
ed the case back to 
Southampton County 
Court for damages to be 
assessed. Afterwards Mr 
Pearson, of Lords hlfl. 
Southampton, said he was 
“very’ pleased" with the' 
result. 

Mr Lightning was play¬ 
ing in the rough at the 
tenth hole of Dun wood 
Manor Golf Club in 
Romsey, Hampshire, in 
October 1992. His shot 
deflected off a tree and hit 
Mr Pearson. 80 yards 
away on the fairway. 

Microsoft* 

m 
OFFICE S7 

Dan Wand has been looking for an office assistant like this all his life. So much so. that instead 

of writing to an employment agency, he wrote to us. 

You see, every year we hear from hundreds of thousands of Microsoft* users who suggest 

features they'd like us to include in our products. We use this feedback, together with our 

own innovative ideas, to develop new technology. 

Office Assistant was created for people like Dan. He knows his way around his computer but 

would like to get more out of his Office software. His ‘Power Pup' is one of Office Assistant’s 

animated characters, which senses how he works and is always on hand to offer help, tips and 

intuitive advice. It works using intelliSense; a unique technology at the heart of the latest version 

of Office, which also automatically checks Dan's spelling and grammar as he types. 

So Dan’s Office Assistant is more than just a pretty face. 

If you have a suggestion you’d like to see in future versions of Microsoft Office, we’d like to 

hear from you too. Please visit our Web site or write to: FREEPOST Microsoft Office WishLine. 

www.micrasoftcom/tik/office 
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Prison officers go 
sick in protest 

at assault claims 
By Richard Ford and Helen Rumbelow 

MORE than half the prison 
officers at Wormwood Scrubs 
went “sick" yesterday, causing 
serious disruption to the coun¬ 
try's biggest jail. 

The protest by members of 
the Prison Officers’ Associ¬ 
ation follows the suspension of 
eight officers and a manager 
at the jail over allegations that 
inmates were assaulted and 
abused by staff. Seventy staff 
from other jails in London and 
the South East were drafted 
into the West London prison 
as the scale of the protest 
emerged. 

Richard Tilt, the Director- 
General of the Prison Service, 
said that the large numbers 
going sick had to be seen as 
protest action. He added: 
“Staff must return to work. 
We have a duty to see to the 
security of the prisoners and 
the safety of people working 
there. We recognise that the 
current investigation has un¬ 
settled many staff, but the way 

forward is to have the allega¬ 
tions properly and externally 
investigated.*’ 

The mass sickness began 
affecting prison officers within 
hours of the announcement 
that the Metropolitan Police 
was to hold a criminal investi¬ 
gation into the allegations. 

Twelve of 21 officers did not 
turn up for the night shift on 
Tuesday, and more than 100 
failed to turn up for shifts 
yesterday. Some did not re¬ 
turn after meal breaks. Prison 
officers, who are banned from 
taking industrial action, do 
not have to produce a sick note 
for an absence of less than 
seven days. 

Their action meant that 
prisoners were unlocked late, 
and meals and visits were 
delayed. Remand prisoners 
were 90 minutes late for court 
and inmates had to spend 
most of the morning in their 
cells. 

Last night the POA said that 

it had reached agreement with 
the prison management, and 
hoped some of its members 
would be able to return to 
work in the next few days. A 
spokesman said that the deal 
involved greater supervision 
in particularly sensitive areas 
of the prison, so that members 
felt protected from malicious 
allegations. Ron Adams, vice- 
president of the POA, claimed 
that members had been under 
severe stress at the jail. “We 
saw our members breaking 
down in tears. There is a 
genuine level of illness." 

The nine suspended staff 
members at the jail will re¬ 
main on full pay pending the 
outcome of the police investi¬ 
gation. The allegations date 
back as far as October 1996 
and include accusations of 
racism, beatings and intimi¬ 
dation of prisoners, one of 
whom claims he was assault¬ 
ed by staff almost every day 
for a month. 
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Rebecca Hossadt, one of the judges of the Prison Butterfly Competition, with some 
of the entries yesterday. Inmates can win £250 for the best picture of a butterfly 
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For a shorter meeting, try BT Conference Call forfree. 

Racists drove 
past laughing 
as boy died 

THE Stephen Lawrence inqui¬ 
ry was told yesterday of a link 
between his murder and the 
death of a schoolboy in 
another racist attack two years 
earlier. 

Three known local racists, 
two convicted for their pari of 
the murder of Rolan Adams 
in February 1991, drove back 
and forth past the murder 
scene laughing as they did so. 
but were not stopped by police. 

Sergeant Andrew Hodges 
was standing near where Ste¬ 
phen lay dying from two stab 
wounds in April 1993. when he 
spotted a red Astra car with 
five white males inside. 

“It came to my attention 
because when f first saw them 
they were laughing." he told 
the inquiry. He asked for a call 
to be put out on the radio for 
the car to be stopped. After 
going to a local pub to make 
inquiries he saw the car 
again, travelling in the opp¬ 
osite direction past the scene 
in Elrham. southeast London. 

Asked by Michael Mans¬ 
field. QC, for Stephen's par¬ 
ents, wily he had not jumped 
out in front of it. he said he did 
not have time. “Had this been 
a police officer murdered you 
would not allow a car with 
possible suspects to drive up 
and down past the scene 
twice." Mr Mansfield said. 

The following week Ser¬ 
geant Nigel Gemem recog¬ 
nised the vehicle and took the 
name of the driver and 
passenger, respectively Daniel 
Copley and Kieran Highland, 
and passed the information to 
the inquiry team. Until he was 

Mansfield: suggested 
lack of prompt action 

Lin Jenkins on 

evidence of link 

between Stephen 

Lawrence murder 

and the killing 

of a schoolboy 
told at the inquiry' yesterday 
who they were he said he had 
no idea of their backgrounds. 

The inquiry was told char 
Mr Copley was part of a 25- 
strong group involved in the 
attack that resulted in the 
murder of 15-year-old Rolan 
Adams. Mr Highland was a 
leading light in Nazi Turnout 
a racist group operating in the 
Eliham area. A third man 
identified as having been in 
the car as it drove past the 
scene was Jason Goatley, who 
was also convicted for his pan 
in the attack 

Mark Thomburraw, then 
19. is serving life for murder¬ 
ing Rolan by stabbing him in 
the throat as he and his 
brother were making their 
way home from a youth club 
on the Thamesmead estate, 
southeast London. 

Inspector Steven Groves, 
the officer in charge on the 
night of Stephen's murder, 
was asked by Edmund 
Lawson, QC to the inquiry, 
about the suggestion that first 
aid was denied Stephen 
because "you and other police 
officers did not wish to dirty 
your hands with a black man's 
blood". He replied: “I find this 
very disappointing, first aid 
was administered and admin¬ 
istered properly." 

Mr Mansfield suggested 
that because he saw a black 
man on the pavement he had 
assumed it was a fight even 
though he had been told it was 
an assault. 

Inspector Groves protested 
that he was not a racist, but 
admitted he did not consider 
he could be dealing with a 
racist attack until he had been 
at the scene for some time. 

The inquiry continues. 

Your next meeting can be 
as dose as your phone. 

Meetings may be important, but is it absolutely crucial 

that you spend half your day getting to a simple 

status meeting or project update? 

With BT Conference Call you can speak to three 

or more people in different locations, without 

leaving your desk. So if a face to face meeting isn’t 

necessary, you don’t need to waste time travelling. 

After all, it would be nice to get home on time 

for a change, wouldn't it? 

No additional equipment 

All you need to make a Conference Call is a telephone. 

Each participant simply dials into a predetermined 

number at the agreed time. You need no new equipment 

and you pay no money up-front Ifs that easy. 

The service is available 24 hours a day, 7 days 

a week. You can have a meeting with as many 

people as you want, at any time, wherever they are 

in the world. You'll find it particularly useful for 

small groups, and for allowing one person to speak 

to larger numbers (e.g. sales force briefings). 

TVy Conference Call free for an hour.' 

The only way to appreciate the convenience of 

Conference Call is to try it. As a new customer you 

can have an hour long Conference Call for up to six 

people anywhere in the UK absolutely free. 

There's a free Faxsheet which teDs you how to set 

up your first free Conference CalL It includes useful 

tips to help make sure everything runs smoothly. 

www.conferencing.bt.com Why not change the way we work? 

Freefone 0800 800 004 and quote TI03A for your free Conference Call 
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Cameras to scan 
for stolen cars 

By Stewart Tendler, crime correspondent 

PLANS for a police “super 
computer" capable of 
screening millions of vehi¬ 
cles on motorways for sto¬ 
len cars and matching 
them with possible suspects 
were announced yesterday. 

Within five years cam¬ 
eras on main road net¬ 
works, key junctions, 
tunnels and all ports and 
airports will be linked to an 
enlarged police national 
computer at Hendon in 
North London. 

As vehicles pass the cam¬ 
eras their registration num¬ 
bers will be automatically 
read against the 45 million 
national registration 
records and a file of 
200,000 stolen or suspect 
vehicles. 

The system will sift the 

files in seconds and alert 
police traffic controls to 
intercept or follow the vehi¬ 
cle. The system has already 
been tested in the City of 
London's “ring of steel" 
against IRA attacks and at 
Dover and Stranraer ports. 

Tlie first steps towards 
nationwide use of the sys¬ 
tem wiU become possible 
later this year when the 
capacity of the national 
computer is doubled. The 
Police Information Tech¬ 
nology Organisation, 
which runs the computer, 
has just signed a multi- 
million pound contract for 
new equipment 

The vehicle check has 
already been used by forces 
and produced an arrest in 
one big case. 
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Allen tells of 
shock at fall 
from Garden 

Ev Dalya Alberge, arts correspondent 

spoke yestcr- him ar the Arts nmncil. that mnrtn ii «nma ■» »twumh . - --—1 ’ * 

ajy Of her consternation at 
Being replaced as chief execu¬ 
tive of the Royal Opera House. 

Breaking her silence to 
speak to The Times. Miss 
Allen, who left her post last 
week, described how., after she 
had Given a presentation to the 
board — her vision of the com- 
pan^’s future — the chairman, 
sir Colin Southgate. emer°ed 
to thank her, shake her hand, 
and briefly bid her farewell. 

h was over with brutal 
swiftness. She can barclv re¬ 
member what he said, beyond 
that there were no 
raised voices and no - 
rows. “It was quiet / 
and courteous." • 

She had sensed that 
the chairman had 
been swayed by argu- j 
mentis for an artistic * 
head rather than an 
arts manager, but was 
unprepared for the ___ 
shock. Composing 
herself wiih a Scotch to stave 
off tears and trembling, she 
cleared her desk. 

Her seven months at Covent 
Garden had been troubled, 
but she felt she would survive 
because she had done nothing 
improper. Yesterday, she ex¬ 
pressed disappointment rath¬ 
er than anger that she had not 
been given the chance to prove 
herself and that some of the 
players in die saga had appar¬ 
ently “misremembered" cru¬ 
cial conversations to save 
themselves. 

Commenting on the Com¬ 
mons Culture ~Selecr Commit¬ 
tee's accusation that she had 
not informed Earl Gowrie. 
while she was working for 

him ar the Arts Council, that 
Lord Chadlington was wooing 
her ov er to the Royal Opera 
House - one of its clients - 
she said she had been 
“.shocked- by the accounts 
given by the Lords Gowrie 
and Chadlington of her depar¬ 
ture. They had distorted the 
sequence of events and conver¬ 
sations. Ms Allen claimed. 

Lord Gowrie, she said, had 
known all along that she had 
been approached: -He said, ‘It 
is the right thing for the Royal 
Opera House, die right thing 
for you and ifs been handled 

6 There was unnecessary 
personal criticism in 

terms that were totally 
inappropriate 3 

in the right way\“ Asked why 
he had then led the committee, 
chaired by Gerald Kaufman, 
to believe he was astounded to 
learn the news, she rejected 
the suggestion that he had 
turned against her. “He was 
under his own pressure." 

Lord Chadlington had se¬ 
cured the blessing of Chris 
Smith, the Culture Secretary, 
for her appointment. Com¬ 
menting on Lord Chadling¬ 
ton ‘5 version of events, she re¬ 
called how he had told the 
committee that she had “in¬ 
structed” the house to dear the 
appointment with the Culture 
Department “1 didn’t instruct 
them. It was a suggestion. By 
saying it was an instruction, it 

‘Piece of old lumber’ 
hits a record note 

By John Vincent 

A STRAD1VAJRJ1JS violin 
once dismissed as “a piece of 
lumber” became the world’s 
most valuable musical instru¬ 
ment yesterday when it 
fetched a record £947.500 at 
Christie's in London. 

The Kreutzer Stradivari us, 
dated 1727. was bought by 
Haim Lazarov, a London- 
based dealer and former vio¬ 
linist, on behalf of one of the 
world’s greatest violinists. He 
would not reveal who the vio¬ 
linist was but said: “We will 
be hearing the violin played 
all over the world very soon." 

The price eclipsed its upper 
estimate of £850,000. The 

previous record was heW by 
the Mendelssohn Sbadivari- 
us, which fetched £902,000 in 
November 1990. 
.'The Kreutzer Stradivariiis 
was last purchased In New' 
York in 1958 by George Kress, 
an American amateur musi¬ 
cian. for $24,000. A friend 
commented at the time: “Are 
you crazy? 1 don’t know whal 
you are thinking of. paying 
that much for a piece of 
lumber." Mr Kress died last 
December. 

'It is believed that the violin 
was originally owned by the 
French violinist Rudofphe 
Kreutzer (1766-1831), the 
dedicatee of Beethoven’s 
Kreutzer Sonata. 

The StradivajTus sold 
yesterday for £947300 
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made it sound as though I’d 
been very Machiavellian. or¬ 
dering people around, making 
sure some people were talked 
to, and others not.” 

She bears no ill-feelings to¬ 
wards the three who aban¬ 
doned her: “1 don't blame peo¬ 
ple for defending their own 
position. Thai’s life." Lord 
Gowrie. she said, "defended 
himself in the only way he 
could. He was gang through 
a terrible time, poor man. i 
had left and he tied himself up 
in knots.” 

Whal had shocked her the 
_ most, she said, was 

that “Kaufman didn't 
py believe me”. Why. she 
1J asked, when the com¬ 

mittee published its 
report had they re- 

j fused to include docu¬ 
ments that supported 
her claims? “They 
were pretty aggressive 
towards me. When 1 
reread the transcript 

of what I said, I fcltit was fine. 
1 hadn’t remotely expected 
that he wouldn’t believe me. 
There was unnecessary per¬ 
sonal criticism in terms that 
were totally inappropriate." 

She also expressed regret at 
reports that clashes with Nich¬ 
olas Payne had precipitated 
his departure for English Nat¬ 
ional Opera from his post as 
Royal Opera director. She 
dismissed such stories as 
“completely she had tried to 
persuade him to stay. “Nicho¬ 
las and I saw eye-to-eye on 
artistic matters. We did not on 
financial matters. 1 give priori¬ 
ty to living within one’s 
means. He said he kept within 
his budgets but we were 

Mary Alien at her home near Ipswich. She spoke yesterday of a departure so brutally swift that she could not remember the fine details 

having to make cuts the whole 
time.” They had also had 
different ways of working. 

Trying to understand why 
her appointment had whipped 
up such a furore, she suggests 
an underlying reason. The 
Arts Council had been upset 
that Lord Chadlington—him¬ 
self a former Arts Council 

man — had not only talked to 
Mr Smith without consulting 
them but that he had recently 
advocated the abolition of the 
Arts Council: “That angered 
members of the Arts Council, 
greatly. The agenda was big¬ 
ger than me." 

Bernard Haitink, music 
director of the Royal Opera, 

had been among those who 
had urged her to stay on: “He 
sent me a fax saying ‘keep in 
there, don’t go’.” So had the 
board members Michael 
Berkeley and Vivien Duffield. 

She spoke of her regret that 
she would not be representing 
the company today to Sir Rich¬ 
ard Eyre’s inquiry into opera 

and ballet in London. She sets 
out in an open letter to him — 
published in The Times today 
— her argument that the 
various companies should re¬ 
tain separate identities. She 
believes foe ENO should re¬ 
turn from the Coliseum to the 
rebuilt Sadler's Weils; that the 
Royal Ballet should move 

from Coveni Garden to t 
Coliseum; and that the Roj 
Opera should remain at t 
Garden. 

Of one thing, she is sure, s 
said yesterday: “1 know 1 coi 
have sorted the place out.” 

Mary Allen’s view, page 
Letters, page 
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Fixed rate and cashback at the same time. 

Choosing a mortgage isn't always easy, so we've a combination mortgage with both the security of a 

fixed rate and extra cash. With a 5% deposit you can fix your rate at 7.95% (8.4% APR) until 31st May 

2003 plus have a 4% cashback of up to £12,000. it's available whether you're moving home or buying 

for the first time. The only decision left is, um, er, how to spend your cashback. 

To find out more or to get a mortgage decision in principle why not call us Monday to Friday 8am to 

9pm or Saturday 8am to 4pm, or simply drop into your local branch. 

0800 100 800 

Because life's complicated enough. 
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Bankrupted City 
financier admits 
concealing wealth 

BOSS PAflHY 

>NE of the most flamboyant 
ity figures of The 1980s was 
•Id yesterday that he faced a 
5ssiblc prison sentence for 
iiling to disclose assets afrer 
.ing declared bankrupt. 
Terry Ramsden. 4b. pleaded 
-lilty at the Old Bailey to 
ree charges of concealing 
iluable asseLs from the Offi- 
il Receiver or trusrees in 
mkruptey. They concerned 
volvement in a personal 
ust fund, property worth 
7.000 and three million 
arcs in Silversword Corpo- 
tion. Ten charges which he 
nied were left on the file. 
Once said ro be the nation's 
ih richest man, Ramsden. 
e son of a postman, owned 

racehorses and was 
scribed as the biggest garn¬ 
er in the history of British 
:ing. After leading an ex- 
ivagant lifestyle’ with 

Imes in London. Essex. Scot- 
pd, Bermuda and Fortugal. 
was made bankrupt, owing 
•0 million. Five vears ago 

By Tim Jones 

he was given a two-year 
suspended sentence at the Old 
Bailey for fraudulently induc¬ 
ing investment in his insolvent 
company. 

Yesterday. Ramsden. with 
shoulder-length hair and 
wearing a black polo-neck 
jersey, was granted bail until 
May 5 while other investiga¬ 
tions were carried oul Judge 
PHcr Beaumont told him that 
all sentencing options re¬ 
mained open. 

The vehicle for Ramsden's 
career was an Edinburgh 
company called Glen Interna¬ 
tional which he bought in 
195:4. when it had a rumover of 
EIS.000. By |QS7 the figure had 
risen to £3.5 bitfion. But with¬ 
in a year. Glen crashed, owing 
£98 million. 

The venture was based on 
Ramsden's knowledge of the 
specialised and volatile mar¬ 
ket of Japanese warrants. 
These were options to buy 
shares in Japanese companies 
over fixed periods at particu¬ 

lar prices. But in 198b the 
market changed. Ramsden 
was running out of cash to 
keep the huge and complex 
portfolio of securities afloat 
and personal problems were 
crowding in. 

Over the years he lost an 
estimated £58 million at the 
race rrack, including £2 mil¬ 
lion said to have been lost in a 
single day. He drove Ferraris 
and Rolls-Royces, owned a 
Gulfstrcam executive jet and 
indulged his love of football by 
buying Walsall Football Club, 
to which he would fly in his 
helicopter. He shared his 
home in southeast London, 
with its two swimming pools, 
with his wife. Lisa, and son. 
Jake. 

After the fall of his com¬ 
pany. Ramsden went to Amer¬ 
ica. where he spent six months 
in prison unsuccessfully fight¬ 
ing extradition. At his original 
trial. Ramsden. of Fulham, 
southwest London, was des¬ 
cribed as a “broken man". 

Knifed man was 
saved by WPC’s 
paramedic skills 

By Paul Wilkinson 

WPC Tracy Dyson, a former paramedic, was first on the scene of the stabbing 

■' - U 

Get a new car 
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Color Fast. Only 
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A MAN described as “the only 
murder victim to live to tell the 
tale” was saved because the 
first police officer on the scene 
had spent five years as a 
paramedic, a court was told 
yesterday. 

WPC Tracy Dyson, 31. had 
been an officer for only Three 
months when she was called 
to deal with a knife attack in 
Wombwell. South Yorkshire, 
lasr September. She found 
Donald Eyre. 56. lying on the 
pavement' with his neck, 
throat and face slashed. The 
wounds were so deep rhat his 
windpipe was exposed. 

The trial at Sheffield Crown 
Conn of Jason Sweeney, the 
man accused of the attack, was 
halted when a woman juror 
had ro be sent home after 
seeing photographs of the 
injunes. A new jury member 
was sworn in. 

WPC Dyson told the courr 
she made a rapid assessment 
of Mr Eyre's injuries, and then 
stemmed the blood flow by 
applying pressure to the 
wounds with her hands. 

Too much pressure could 
have starved his brain of 
oxygen and she had to moni¬ 
tor the supply by checking die 
dilation of his pupils and his 
heart beat. 

Detective Constable Shaun 
Hill told the court: “This man 
had been brutally attacked 
and would have died without 
doubt if Tracy had not been 
there." 

Ian HilJis. for the prosecu¬ 
tion. said Sweeney, who was 
Mr Eyre's neighbour, had 
attacks! him after a drunken 

row over Sweeney's girlfriend. 
The jury found Sweeney. 27, 
not guilty of anempted mur¬ 
der "but guilt)- of wounding 
with intent. He was jailed for 
six years. 

DC Hill said ouiside the 
court: “In my book, he is the 
only murder victim ever m live 
and leil the tale, it was that 
dose. The fact that he lived is 
dnwn to Trae> Dyson." 

WPC Dyson, who lives wirh 
her parents in Rotherham. 
South Yorkshire, said: ' My 
paramedic training proved vi¬ 
tal in .saving Mr Eyre’s life but 
I must admiL l was hard!} 
prepared for what I found. I 
knew it was a knife injury but 
I thought it would be superfi¬ 
cial. But as soon as. I set eyes 
on him. 1 knew exactly what to 
do. 

“The ambulance crew had 
not arrived and I seemed to 
revert to what I used to do 
without blinking an eyelid. It 
was just instinct." 

Eyre: throat and face 
were slashed in attack 

Drinker tried to 
drive bus home 

By Helen Johnstone 

A MAN who had never driven 
before decided to end an 
evening's drinking by taking a 
bus home. But George Morris. 
52. was arrested at the wheel 
after careering .through the 
centre of Basingstoke and 
crashing into a lamppost. 

Moms, an epileptic, had 
drunk more than twice the 
legal limit when he took the 
single decker from a station, 
hitting a wall on his way out. 
A Cider raised the alarm after 
hearing a bang and seeing the 
bus rocking from side to side. 
It was later seen swerving 
through the streets at 25mph 
and mounting kerbs. 

Yesterday Morris, of Bas¬ 
ingstoke, Hampshire, was 
jailed for six weeks and 
banned from driving for 18 
months by the town’s magis¬ 

trates. He admitted taking the 
bus without consent, drink¬ 
driving and driving without a 
licence or insurance. The court 
was told that he had been 
drinking heavily because he 
was upsia over the death of his 
mother-in-law the day before. 

Tim Pattison. for Morris, 
told the court that his client 
remembered the bus serting 
off after he punched a few 
buttons in the cab. “I find it 
incredible that he was able ro 
enter a bus, set up the steering 
wheel, and drive it off." 

Later the Campaign Against 
Drink-Driving criticised the 
sentence as too lenient. John 
Knight spokesman for the 
campaign, said: ’-'He must 
have put dozens of lives at 
risk. He has virtually eoi 
away with it scot-free."" 

WORLDWIDE SAVERS 

From UK To/From To Uk From UK To/From ToUk 
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22.5p PORTUGAL 18p 9p CANADA 13.5p 

13Jp SWEDEN_9p 7.2p USA 12.2p 

UK 4.5p 
lip DENMARK 9d 
4fc5p CHINA 55p~ 

ML PRICES SHOWN INCLUDE 10% DISCOUNT 
wtm °ppty 24hrs o day 7 days a week and are VKT FRH 

625 ct®!b *» *25 wwA of k& time. 
roAMWMWNWEWOBB. 

WRTOTO CHK* KSMAIONS HEW CAU. US FKE ON 

©“■**. 0800 376 2100 
On Une Phonscardt ora olio aveddbio from local oudris. 
DbWbutpri Urgemly required be afl European courrtria*. 

H 

l^LaMiTl “y.n 5UPEnSTDRES 0PEN 9AM-BPM WEEKDAYS. WEEKENDS. CHECK NIGH STREET STORE TIMES LOCALLY. PRICES CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS 

ABILITY. DN K&RCHER PRESSURE WASHERS. 20% DEPOSIT. WRITTEN QUOTATIONS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST. SUBJECT TO STATUS. NOT AVAILABLE TO ANYONE UNDER 18. APR 27.5% [VARIABLE! 

™ *oney 
I shrunk the 
car insurance! 
Cd:: me Motor Insurance Ilotrnp ro-v 
io :>C'J :• yo’.i can shrink yours** ~ ’ 

0345 123 111 
P.Ojvo yu o'e ilC y py 

Hill House Hammond 
Over 200 branc^T^—~~ 



c
n

\ 



8 HOME NEWS 

Josie Russell to 
appeal over award 
for losing mother 

Richard Ford on decision to fight £18,000 offer 

JOSIE 'RUSSELL whose 
mother and younger sister 
were killed in a hammer 
attack, is to appeal against a 
compensation award nf 
£18,500 lor the loss of a parent. 
Her father. Shaun, is also to 
challenge a sum of £4.000 he 
has been jtiven by the Crimi¬ 
nal Injuries Compensation 
Authority for post- traumatic 
stress. 

Josie survived with head 
injuries when her muther Lin. 
45. and sister Megan. 6. were 
killed while walking along a 
country' path near their home 
in Chillenden. Kent, in July 
1906. A man is to be tried for 
the murders later this year. 

As MPs expressed anger at 
rhe size of die compensation 
yesterday, crime victims' 
groups pointed out that the 
cash levels were set at fixed 
levels by the Conservative 
Government, in order to cut 
costs. The £18.500 award for 
loss of parental services is 
based on a fixed tariff of 
£2.000 a year from the time of 
her mother's death until she 
reaches the age of 18. 

She has also been awarded 
£5.000. a fixed tariff, for the 
death of her mother but the 
Compensation Authority has 
provoked anger by rejecting a 
claim for other expenses 
linked specifically to the loss of 
her mother. It has srill to make 

awards for claims made by 
Josie For her injuries, nursing 
and care costs and the loss of 
potential earnings. The maxi¬ 
mum she will be able to 
receive is £500.000. 

Sara Harman, family solici¬ 
tor, said they had asked the 
authority to be "generous" in 
making a discretionary1 award 
for the deaths of Mrs Russell 
and Megan. The family would 
be appealing after all the 
claims had been answered. 
Miss Harman said: “So far the 
authority have given paltry 
sums. It is a graphic illustra¬ 
tion of the inadequacy of the 
scheme. The authority had the 
possibility of exercising their 
discretion generously and 
compensating Josie for the 

s'. 

• J1 

Josie: she survived 
with head injuries 

Terrible loss of her mother and 
her younger sister. This is a 
child with very special needs 
who has lost her mother in 
dreadful circumstances.” 

Miss Hannan said she 
would seek a meeting with the 
Home Secretary, but Jack 
Straw made clear that he had 
no power to intervene. He 
said: “This is a statutory 
independent body and I have 
no day-to day-control over its 
operation and. particularly, 
not over its awards.” 

The fixed-rate tariff system 
was set up in 1995. aimed at 
saving up to £70 million by 
2000. Helen Pieggs of Victim 
Support said: “It is the system 
that is wrong. The tariff is 
simply too low to reflect the 
serious nature of an attack like 
this upon Josie’s mother.” 

Gwyn Prosser. Labour Mp 
for Dover, whose constituency 
includes Chillenden. saiL: 
“Even if the award was being 
made as a compensation to an 
adult it would be totally inade¬ 
quate, but this girl has the rest 
of her life to get through." 

A spokesman for tne com¬ 
pensation authority said it 
could not comment on individ¬ 
ual cases. 

Josie has started a new life 
in Snowdonia, north Wales, 
with her father Shaun, a 
university lecturer. She is 
currently on holiday in Kenya. 

Unveiled: 
cockroach 

trap to beat 
the world 
By Damian Whitworth 

THE first 200 innovations 
chosen to represent British 
flair lo the worid wfli be 
revealed by Tony Blair to¬ 
night. The products and ser¬ 
vices. which must have been 
launched since January 1995 
and created in Britain, were 
chosen by a panel of. 50 
designers, industrialists, sci¬ 
entists and academics. 

The items designated “Mil¬ 
lennium products” were 
among those submitted by 
more than 1,000 companies 
in response to the Prime 
Minister's call last year to 
show that Britain was lead¬ 
ing the “creative revolution" 
A total of2.000 will be chosen 
over the next two years. 

The first selection ranges 
from the latest models off the 
production lines of giant 
corporations to the creations 
of backroom inventors. 
Among the more intruiging 
hems is the Eco Biotic Cock¬ 
roach Trap, eroded by 
scientists at Southampton 
University. They tested it in a 
London flat, where it termi¬ 
nated 50,000 roaches. 

The creatures are lured 
onto the bridge of the wood¬ 
en box by a bait. When their 
feet alight on the electrostatic 
talcum powder with which it 
is dusted, they slip onto a 
flypaper and meet their end. 
The absence of pesticides is 
cited as an advantage over 
more traditional forms of 
extermination and a $1 mQ- 

Phiiip Howse demonstrating his cockroach trap, using talcum powder 

lion deal has been clinched 
with an American manufac¬ 
turer. 

The 200 products will be 
able to sport the Millennium 
Products marque and will be 
displayed - at international 
trade fairs and promoted by 
the Design Council. Some 
will be exhibited in the 

Dome. 
Among them are Ford's 

Ka motor car and die Lotus 
Elise. James Dyson’s bagiess 
vacuum cleaner, the new 
London taxis and Eurostar 
trains. Lame cows are to 
benefit from Cowslips, a 
form of orthopaedic shoe. 
Another company is produc¬ 

ing gloves for Nasa from a 
textile that conducts electric¬ 
ity. 

Some products will not 
appear in the Dome. They 
include the British-designed 
Lantau Link, a six-lane 
covered railway bridge join¬ 
ing Hong Kong Island to the 
new airport 

Experts 
who will 
rebrand 
Britain 

ROBIN COOK, the Foreign 
Secretary, has named the 33 
experts whose task it is to 
transform Britain's image 
around the world. 

The "Fane! 2000". which is 
chaired by Derek Fatchetu 
the Foreign Office Minister, 
has been drawn from the 
public and priv ate sectors. 

Key fieures include Sir 
Colin Marshall, the chair¬ 
man of British Airways and 
Inchcape. deputy chairman of 
British Telecom and presi¬ 
dent of the Confederation of 
British industry. 

Stella McCartney. 26. the 
chief designer of the French 
fashion house Chloe. the 
Channel 4 presenter Zeinab 
Badawi and the Minister 
without Portfolio. Peter 
Mandelson. will join rhe ath¬ 
lete Judy Simpson and the 
MP for Tanon. Martin Bell, 
on the panel. 

Mr Cook said: “We do nor 
reject our heritage — we value 
our herirage. But we also 
need to be a forward-looking 
country prepared to face rhe 
challenges of the new millen¬ 
nium.” 

He said it was “Important 
that we ail project a positive 
image of our work and of the 
modem Britain abroad”. 

Mr Cook added: “We want 
to build in Britain a self- 
confident society', outward- 
looking and proud of its place 
as a" leading partner in 
Europe and a pivotal nation 
in the world. We are creating 
an open, dynamic economy." 
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Cut-price 
BA airline 

ready to Go 
By Kathryn Knight 

BRITISH AIRWAYS 
launched its cut-price airline 
yesterday with £100 return 
fares from Stansted to Rome. 

’ Milan and Copenhagen. 
The no-frills airline, called 

Go. promises more cut-price 
destinations by the summer 
using a Jeased’fleet of second 
hand aircraft though competi¬ 
tors said that they would 
match them. 

Rival operators, including 
Richard Branson, have ac¬ 
cused BA of setting up the 
airline to drive smaller com¬ 
petitors out of business. One 
rival firm, which asked not to 
be named, said: “Once BA has 
killed us off in a sky war they 
will pull the plug on cheap 
prices and Go.” 

However, David Magliano, 
of Go, said: “This is a stand 
alone operation that intends to 
make a profit within three 
years and wants to be around 
for a lot longer. To start, we 
have picked destinations our 
rivals don’t fly to.” 

Rally driver says 
crash ‘inevitable’ 

By Adrian Lee 

A RALLY driver accused of 
shunting a young couple off 
the road to their deaths told a 
court yesterday that a crash 
was inevitable because of the 
poor driving of one of the 
victims. 

Jason Humble accused 
Toby Exley of playing games, 
immature driving and deliber¬ 
ately blocking his way. ’ He 
said that only “a complete 
lunatic" would have knocked 
another car off the road. 

Mr Humble, 33. from 
Farnborough. Hampshire, 
who has driven rally cars for 
15 years, faced almost two 
hours of cross-examination at 
the Old Bailey, during which 
it was alleged that he was 
telling a pack of lies. He 
accepted that he felt hostility 
towards the other driver 
because Mr Exley. 22, had 
allegedly hogged the outside 
lane of the A316 dual carriage¬ 
way in Hanworth. southwest 
London, in October. Mr Exley 
and his girlfriend. Karen 

Martin, 20. died in the crash. 
“The way he was carrying 

on 1 felt that an accident was 
inevitable, somehow", said 
Mr Humble, who was fre¬ 
quently asked to raise his 
voice. 

Mr Humble said that he 
flashed his lights as Mr 
Exiey’s Ford Fiesta XR2 trav¬ 
elled at about 35mph. David 
Perry’, for the prosecution, 
asked why he had not simply 
waited die few hundred yards 
until the road widened into 
three lanes. 

“What did you want me to 
do?" replied Mr Humble. 
“Stop to have a cup of tea? 1 
had tried to wait. He was 
insistent on playing games 
with me." 

Mr Humble said he came 
within 10ft of Mr Exley’s car. 
but was now adamant that 
there had been no contact. He 
denies two charges nf man¬ 
slaughter and two of causing 
death by dangerous driving. 

The trial continues. 
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I’m no hero, says 
captain hailed as 
man of the match 

'k - ‘VfV 

BARRYQflEgNWQOO 
-•s 

CAPTAIN John Hackett dem¬ 
onstrated yesterday the calm 
reserve that helped to save the 
lives of the Leeds United 
football team. His emergency 
landing of a burning plane 
was just pan of his job. he 
said, and he did not want all 
the fuss. He also refused to say 
which football team he sup¬ 
ports. 

As Captain Hackett and key' 
crew members publicly des¬ 
cribed the incident for the first 
time, praise was skilfully 
passed between them and the 
Leeds assistant manager 
David O’Leary, who had 
helped to evacuate his squad. 
Mr O'Leary in turn praised 
Nicola Mee. 20. a stewardess 
who had been flying for only 
three weeks. There was no 
question, it was a team efifort- 

The 61-year-old captain 
described how the BAe 748 
turbo-prop had seemed to 
make a normal takeoff from 
Stansted, carrying the Leeds 
team and officials after their 
defeat in an away match 
against West Ham. Then the 
chief stewardess, Helen 
Dutton, alerted him to trouble. 
He said: "At about 150ft. die 
No 1 stewardess indicated 
through the interphone that 
there was a fire in the right- 
hand engine. Appropriate 
drills were put in place. We 
were in the air for seconds 
rather than minutes. It was a 
split-second derision." 

Fearing the aircraft might 
blow up if he completed a full 

Cool airline crew 

passes on praise 

for soccer team’s 

survival in plane 

blaze, reports 

Russell Jenkins 
circle of the airport, he decided 
to ignore the rule book and 
make an emergency landing, 
touching down at 115mph and 
losing ms nose wheel as the 
craft ran out of runway. 
“Normal procedure would 
have been to do a complete 
circuit bin our judgment was 
that we did not have the time. 
We landed on the available 
runway. Unfortunately it was 
a little too short. The plane ran 
onto the soft ground and the 
nose wheel detached, making 
the event seem more dramatic 
than it probably was." 

His co-pilot, Garry Lucas. 
33, from Childwall, Liverpool, 
had been at the controls on 
takeoff, and realised some¬ 
thing was wrong when he felt 
the plane "yaw" to the right 
seconds later. Captain 
Hackett had immediately tak¬ 
en over the controls because 
he had a dearer view of the 
runway ahead. Mr Lucas won 
praise from his captain for 
flinging open a forward hatch. 

NEWS IN BRIEF 

Mother loses custody 
A woman who twice went to prison for refusing her former 
lover contact with their son has lost custody of him. Two 
Appeal Court judges ruled that the six-yearold bey should 
live with his father, 37, from Derby. 

The woman, 34, from Northampton, who has two other 
children, had claimed that her former partner was 
"sexually deviant". Indy Justice Butler-Sloss said the 
mother’s view was not an accurate reflection of a “perfectly 
good and decent father. 

Merson fined for speeding 
The Middlesbrough and England midfielder Paul Merson 
was fined £60 with £12 costs after admitting doing 79mph 
in a 50mph limit Teesside magistrates endorsed his 
licence with three penalty points, but he escaped a driving 
ban after the court was told that he needed Ins car to 
commute to the South of England to see his family. 

Crime squad launched 
Britain’s first national detective force aimed at fighting or¬ 
ganised crime was launched by Jack Straw, the Home 
Secretary. The National Crime Squad will have 1,450 
officers in Bristol. Manchester and London under its 
director-general, Roy Penrose, a former senior Scotland 
Yard detective They wfll be seconded from local forces. 

Smoking ruling 
Lord Irvine of Lairg gives his first judicial ruling today as a 
member of the House of Lords. The Lord Chancellor will 
give the lead judgment on the final appeal by Peter 
Boddington, a London to Brighton commuter, against a 
£10 fine for fighting up on a non-smoking train. He says 
the rail company’s ban is unreasonable and unlawful 

Golfers’ ultimate air shot 
Two golf balls collided in mid-air when players in separate 
games teed off simultaneously for the 10th and 11th holes at 
Srurminster Marshall Dorset The dub secretary said; 
“When you think the bails are only ri* in in diameter and 
the tees 330 yards apart, it’s amazing." William Hill, the 
bookmakers, said: “The odds are over a million to one." 
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which is not normally opened, 
to help the passengers to 
escape: "We carried out die 
evacuation in 30 seconds and 
that is why we arc all here 
now." 

Miss Dutton. 33. from 
Higher Tranmere. Liverpool 
said that at first there was 
confusion and signs of panic 
among passengers, before 
order was restored: “Passen¬ 
gers had noticed the fire. They 
were shouting and screaming. 
Several had unfastened their 
seatbelts and got to their feet I 
yelled to them to get down and 
fasten their belts. We did not 
have the full timescale to go 
through everything. Fortu¬ 
nately everyone got out 
unharmed." 

In their news conference at 
Speke airport, the crew sin¬ 
gled out Mr O'Leary for 
special thanks for the way he 
paid attention to the routine 
pre-flight safety announce¬ 
ments which allowed him to 
open the hatch above one wing 

The crew who made a team effort Helen Dutton. John Hackett, Garry Lucas, and Nicola Mee, who has been flying for three weeks 

and help many passengers to 
escape. Miss Dutton said: 
"David O’Leary told me he 
would like to thank Nicola 
because she had gone down 
the plane to point out how to 
open the exits in the event of 
an emergency. He said that in 
future he would always pay 
attention to what stewardesses 
tell him. He was able to get the 

exit open and get people out of 
the doors to safety." Miss Mee, 
from St Helens, said she was 
looking forward to her fourth 
week of flying because, if 
anything, the emergency had 
given her greater confidence. 
Asked his reaction to being 
hailed as a hero. Captain 
Hackett, who lives with his 
wife Diane at a Derbyshire 

cottage, said: "1 find it all very 
embarrassing because any 
other pilot would have acted in 
the same way." He confessed 
to feeling no emotion at the 
time, and refused with a smile 
to reveal whether he supports 
a football team. 

The crew are to be guests of 
honour at Leeds’s home match 
against Chelsea new Wednes¬ 

day. Peter Ridsdale, the dub 
chairman, sent his apprecia¬ 
tion of the crew by fax to the 
Emerald Airways operations 
manager. Andrew Jones. He 
said: “Whilst I appreciate 
words are wholly inadequate 
to thank Captain Hackett 
specifically, but also all the 
members of your flight and 
cabin crew who showed such 

skill and expertise in bringing 
the plane carrying the Leeds 
United football team down to 
safety. At times like this, many 
people reflect and many 
people dwell on what might 
have been, but as far as we are 
concerned we just wish to 
underline our gratitude for the 
efficiency and coolness in a 
crisis shown by your staff “ 
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Cabinet favours 
Smith as best 

bet to ‘stop Ken’ 
Andrew Pierce and Ian Murray on Labour’s quest to 

prevent Ken Livingstone standing for mayor of London 
CHRIS SMITH is the new 
ministerial favourite to pre¬ 
vent the leftwinger Ken Liv¬ 
ingstone from becoming 
Labour's candidate in the elec¬ 
tion for a London mayor. 

Mr Smith, the Culture Sec¬ 
retary. has the backing of 
senior Cabinet members and 
is being urged 10 seek the 
Labour nomination after 
Frank Dobson's decision to 
stay out of the race. 

Asked by The Times yester¬ 
day whether he would rather 
be Secretary of State for 
Health or mayor of London. 
Mr Dobson replied: “Secre¬ 
tary of State for Health. It's the 
job I always wanted and it's 
the job I have got. I mean to bo 
on doing it" He said that his 
tenure at the Department of 
Health was going well and he 
intended “to go on staying 
there". 

If Mr Smith stood with the 
backing of Downing Street, 
the early frontrunner. Glenda 
Jackson, would be prepared to 
stand aside to prevent the vote 
being split. 

Yesterday government 
sources were also talking up 
the prospects of Tony Banks, 
the Sports Minister and last 
chairman of the Greater 
London Council, making a 
return. The sources said that 

Mr Banks, a London MP. 
could also beat Mr 
Livingstone. 

The campaign to persuade 
Mr Smith to stand is gather¬ 
ing momentum. A senior min¬ 
ister pointed out that Donald 
Dewar, the Scottish Secretary, 
and Ron Davies, the Welsh 
Secretary, were running for 
the Scottish parliament and 
the Welsh assembly. 

“We have a Cabinet minis¬ 
ter for Scotland and Wales, 
why not one for the London 
assembly? Don't rule out 
Chris Smith. He can beat 
Livingstone. He is popular 
and respected in London." the 
minister said. 

Mr Smith. 46, is regarded 
by his supporters as the youn¬ 
ger. more acceptable version 
of new Labour than Mr Dob¬ 
son. Bur the fact that he is not 
closely identified with Mr 
Blair would work to his ad¬ 
vantage when American-style 
primaries are held among 
London Labour members. 

With Mr Smith's future 
advancement in the Cabinet 
being in question, the advo¬ 
cates of his candidacy hope 
that he would abandon West¬ 
minster to run for the London 
job. If in next month's referen¬ 
dum Londoners vote for a 
London assembly, as expect¬ 

ed. legislation will be passed 
next year to enable the mayor 
to be in post for the 'millenni¬ 
um celebrations. 

Tony Blair launched 
Labour's manifesto for the 
proposed new assembly for 
London yesterday but refused 
to be drawn on whether Mr 
Livingstone should be able to 
stand. Today we are not 
discussing who stands as a 
candidate — that's not impor¬ 
tant. What is important is that 
we are giving London the 
Chance to have a strong polit¬ 
ical figure to tackle the issues 
that are most important to 
Londoners, like crime, Uke 
transport, Uke the environ¬ 
ment," he said. 

But, contrary to Mr Blair's 
assertion, discussions are con¬ 
tinuing at the highest level of 
the party about how to block 
Mr Livingstone. “He will not 
be the candidate — That's 
certain.” one minister said last 
night. One option would be for 
the party's national executive 
to veto his place on the 
shortlist 

Ms Jackson's strategists will 
open talks with senior London 
MPS today to prepare to 
launch her campaign after 
next month's referendum. But 
one of her supporters said: 
"We will not split the vote. 

"Hiere will be only one official 
candidate: whoever has the 
best chance of beating Ken.” 

Private polls of Labour ac¬ 
tivists, who will have a deci¬ 
sive say in choosing the 
candidate, show that Mr 
Livngstone is way ahead of 
Ms Jackson. "It is a big gap 
but he can be caught." the 
Jackson supporter said 

Mr Dobson had been seen 

as the only Cabinet-backed 
candidate who could beat Mr 
Livingstone, there being 
doubts about whether Ms 
Jackson could prevaiL The 
emergence of Mr Smith, a 
popular figure in the parlia¬ 
mentary party, has changed 
the landscape. The MP for 
Islington South and Finsbury 
would campaign with the full 
backing of the formidable 
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There’s a Great Deal going on 

Labour Pam- election mach¬ 
ine. But if" he resists the 
pressure to stand down it 
could fce a banle between Mr 
Banks and Ms Jackson, whose 
fame as an Oscar-winning 
actress could, her supporters 
say, help to reinforce London's 
stature among the world's big 
cities. 

Leading article, page 23 

Blair is 
‘building 
up power’ 

By James Landajle 

TONY BLAIR was accused 
yesterday of deliberately con¬ 
centrating power in Downing 
Street at the expense of 
Parliament 

Defending Parliament’s 
right to scrutinise the execu¬ 
tive, Viscount Cranbome, 
Tory leader in the Lords, 
called for fresh powers for the 
Commons and a reformed 
House of Lords. He said ihe 
Government's increasing use 
of pre-legislative referendums. 
focus groups and constitution¬ 
al reforms were a “deliberate 
project" aimed at “the steady 
accretion of power to Mr Blair 
.. . and the steady diminution 
of the authority of Parliament". 

Lord Cranbome, delivering 
a lecture to the Politeia think- 
tank. added: “If Mr Blair is 
successful, it will be the great¬ 
est redistribution of power in 
our country for generations — 
and the loser ... will be 
Parliament itself." 

Complex Lords 
show is long 
way from the 
final curtain 

REFORM of the House of 
Lords is discussed os if it 
were merely an updating of 
Iolanihe. dealing with an 
an {equated and undemo¬ 
cratic pan of the British 
heritage unfitting for the age 
of Cool Britannia. Tony 
Blair often talks about The 
removal of the voting rights 
of hereditary peers in such 
simplified terms. But it is 
much more complicated 
with traps for both Govern¬ 
ment and Opposition. 

With apt irony, in between 
debates in both Houses 
about the future of the 
D’Oyly Cane Opera Com¬ 
pany. Viscount Cranborne, 
the Tory- leader in the Lords, 
delivered an elegant, and 
thoughtful, lecture to Poli- 
teia on “Parliament. Gov¬ 
ernment and the Constitut¬ 
ional Balance". He spoke of 
the threat to Parliament 
from an “already over- 
mighty Prime Minister", 
typified by the use of pre- 
legislative referendums Tan 
outrage"). 

But his most interesting 
reflections were about the 
Lords, or rather the Com¬ 
mons. since he believes that 
the latter is the key to 
parliamentary reform. Wil¬ 
liam Hague has also talked 
about Commons reform, 
though the Tories have so 
far offered few positive pro¬ 
posals. There is a big oppor¬ 
tunity for them to exploit the 
caution of Labour whips. 

Lord Cranbome floated 
several good ideas: strength¬ 
ening the work of the Public 
Accounts Committee, re¬ 
forming the scrutiny of 
European legislation, beef¬ 
ing up local government to 
reduce the loan on Parlia¬ 
ment, changing the parlia- 
mentary year, reducing the 
scope for ministers to make 
law by issuing regulations, 
and. above all, reducing the 
number of government de¬ 
partments (in view of the 
information technology rev¬ 
olution) and gradually cut¬ 
ting the number of MPs. 

Only when the position of 
the Commons is clear will it 
be “possible to define how 
the second chamber is to 
perform the proper function 
of an upper house in a 
complementary system- to 
act as a check on the Lower 
House". Merely removing 
hereditary peers raises as 
many questions as it an¬ 
swers. The link between that 
their removal, in a Bill 

promised for ihc I99S-99 
session, and the long-term 
future of the Lords has 
become increasingly clear. 

Both Labour and Tories 
have strong cards. Labour 
wants to present the issue in 
populisr peers verus people 
terms. The Tory leadership 
knows that hereditary peers 
would be routed in such a 
battle. Consequently. Lord 
Cranbome is seeking to 
focus on the later stages of 
reform, and. in particular, 
the flaws in any interim 
solution of having a commit¬ 
tee of the great and ihe good 
to nominate life peers (still 
keeping patronage in White¬ 
hall and Westminster). 

Lord Cranbome and 
Michael Ancram. the Tories' 
constitutional spokesman, 
have been teasing the Gov¬ 
ernment, offering to discuss 
options for reform in talks 
with Lord Richard, the 
shrewd Leader of the Lords, 
but refusing to commit 
themselves yet. Some Tory 
MPs. such as Andrew Tyrie ■ 
writing in The Times ten 

days ago. have urged what 
lias become known as the 
Disraeli option: attempting 
to outflank the Government 
with the party's own long¬ 
term reform proposals tas 
the Tories did over the 
franchise in 1807). The im¬ 
plicit threat is that the Tories 
would oppose any Bill abol¬ 
ishing hereditary peers un¬ 
less accompanied by long¬ 
term proposals. After a 
lengthy dicussion. the Shad¬ 
ow Cabinet recently decided 
to continue the wait-and-see 
tactics, though this is a 
matter of timing, probably 
until after the Government 
has shown more of its hand. 

Hie Tories can obstruct 
and embarrass, but little 
more. Mr Hague cannot in 
the long term afford to be 
seen as opposing reform of 
the Lords if he wants to 
escape from the diehard 
redoubt. The Government 
also needs to produce its 
own proposals for the future 
of the Lords if it wants to 
outflank the Tories. It is 
likely to be a long and 
involved story. We have so 
far only heard the overture. 

Peter Riddell 

IN PARLIAMENT 

TODAY in the Commons: trade 
and industry questions; debate 
Initiated by Ub Dems on the arms 
trade; debate on second crossing 
ot River Swale. In the Lords: 

Northern Ireland (Emergency Pro¬ 
visions) Bill, third reading: Social 
Security Bill, committee; debate on 
call to relocate Lindisfame Gos¬ 
pels in the North East 
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MPs condemn 
watchdog over 
charity fraud 

FRAUD and maladministra¬ 
tion among Britain’s 184.000 
registered charities are going 
unchecked because of compla¬ 
cency, inertia and bad man¬ 
agement at the Charity 
Commission, the Public Ac¬ 
counts Committee said yes¬ 
terday. 

The committee said it was 
“unacceptable” that one rhird 
of charities failed to proride 
annual accounts in 1996. It 
accused the commission, 
which is responsible for regis¬ 
tering and regulating chari¬ 
ties. of being “too passive” in 
monitoring and investigating 
cases or suspected abuse. 

The report took the commis¬ 
sion to task in almost every 
important aspect of its work, 
and criticised it for failing ro 
take advantage of new. stron¬ 
ger powers of regulation that it 
was given in 1993. 

Its findings come at a cru¬ 
cial time for the charitable 
sector and will be closely 
scrutinised by rhe Govern¬ 
ment. Ministers have said that 
they expect voluntary organ¬ 
isations to provide more pub¬ 
lic services, and to perform a 
vital role in the Government's 
welfare reform programme. 

David Davis, chairman of 
the committee and Tory MP 
for Haltemprice & Hoivden. 
said that it was wrong for the 
commission to assume that 
charity fraud was only a 
minor problem without first 
gathering the evidence to 
prove that this was the case. 

“I am concerned that the 
commission is too complacent 
about the possibility of abuse 
in the charity sector and has 
shown a lack of management 
grip in its regulation of the 
sector." he said. 

Mr Davis added that the 
commission needed to do far 
more to regain and retain 
public confidence. "British 
people are very generous and 
are happy to donate very large 

Commissioners accused of failing 

to investigate cases of suspected 

abuse, reports Alexandra Frean 
sums to charity. They do so 
without question, in the belief 
that charity status cannot be 
abused." he said. 

Given the fact that members 
of the public relied on the 
commission's official register 
of charities for information 
about charitable activity, the 
committee said that it was 
unacceptable that the register 
was only 76 per cent accurate, 
well below the official acc¬ 
uracy target of 90 per cent. 

They ~ admonished the 
commission for failing proper¬ 
ly to check that prospective 
trustees of newly-registered 
charities had not* previously 
been removed from similar 
posts by the commission or by 
the courts. It also criticised the 
commission for its “lack of 
rigour" in applying new moni¬ 
toring arrangements designed 
to track cases of suspected 
fraud or maladministration. 

The committee expressed 
concern that only 8 per cent of 
the commission's staff were 
dedicated to Investigations. 

Davis: said commission 
was too complacent 

and urged the commission to 
review this allocation. It also 
called on the commission to 
develop a clear policy for 
dealing with charities that 
consistently ignored its re¬ 
quests for information about 
their activities. 

According to the Charity 
Commission’s last annual re¬ 
port. the number of investiga¬ 
tions into suspected abuse or 
maladministration at charities 
was 280 in 1996. an increase of 
25 on the previous year. The 
commission identified fund¬ 
raising abuse as “a particular 
area of concern" after a 25 per 
cent increase in investigations, 
from 55 to 69. between 1995 
and 19%. The Charity Com¬ 
mission. which has nearly 600 
staff, had a budget of £21 mil¬ 
lion for 1QQ6-97. 

The PAC report also criti¬ 
cised the commission for fail¬ 
ing to strike an appropriate 
balance between its responsi¬ 
bility for regulating charities 
and its role in advising them. 
As a result, it said, too little 
attention was paid by the 
commission to promoting 
public confidence in the chari¬ 
table sector. 

Any drop in the public’s 
confidence could hit charities 
hard. A report published by 
the Charities Aid Foundation 
last year showed that the 
growth in voluntary income of 
UK charities was slowing 
down. Between them, regis¬ 
tered charities have an annual 
income of around £16 billion 
and assets of £35 billion. 
□ The Charity Commission: 
Regulation and Support of 
Charities. (The Stationery Of¬ 
fice: £8.80 excluding P&P) 
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A TRAINING council has apolo¬ 
gised to a businessman it turned 
down for a grant and then used in a 
promotional advertising campaign. 

Tony Hargeseil’s business failed 
after the Leeds Training and Enter¬ 
prise Council refused to back his idea 
of combining a dock with a photo¬ 
frame. Then he was amazed to see 
himself in an advertisement praising 
the government-backed organisation 
for its “help” in launching his “photo¬ 
docks". 

The advertisement, complete with 
his picture, quoted him as saying: 
"With support from the Tec New 
Enterprise has made me realise my 
dream and get my business under 

way." He said yesterday: “Nothing 
could be farther from the troth. I 
never said anything of the sort 
instead of helping me. they are the 
people who I believe are responsible 
for my business failing." 

Now Mr Hargesell, 44. from 
Gildersome, Morley. is threatening to 
sue the Leeds Tec over its promotion 
campaign on the city’s buses. He had 
once worked on offshore rigs but now 
drives a van after his business 

collapsed with debts of E/2.000. 
Working from home, he had man¬ 
aged to sell about 50 of the clocks to 
friends and pub landlords. 

When he approached the Tec 
hoping to expand the idea into a 
successful business, he was told that 
he could be eligible for an initial 
grant of £1.000 and another £1.000 
later on. with more after that 

He said: “It was just the help I 
needed. 1 produced a business plan 

and financial figures- which i 
accountant and tire Tec were hnpj 
with." Even before he submitted h 
grant application. ilieTec used him i 
a brochure advertising its sen^ 
even though he had asked it to 'b/ 
until his grant was approved. 

Then officials told him that h 
cashflow figures were not realist! 
and rhe business was not viable. H 
said: "1 was amazed. These peopl 
just gave me a load of waffle, just a b 
of advice- but no cash to help me." 

A spokesman for Leeds Tec sail 
that both it and its advertisin', 
company wanted to apologise t<> M 
Hargesell. "It may be true tha: ilii 
man did not get a grant but we die 
help him. We can’t just hand uu 
taxpayers’ cash tu everyone." 

Age Concern helper ‘sacked for being 
By Simon de Bruxelles 

AGE CONCERN has been 
accused of ageism by a former 
employee who was allegedly 
dismissed for being too old. 

Gwyneth Niman lost her 
part-time job selling insurance 
for the charity when she 
reached her 70th birthday. For 
the past three years she has 
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TEXT PAGERS 

Receive messages with 

up to 90 characters 

IN TOUCH 

continued as a volunteer while 
campaigning for her job back. 

Mrs Niman, now 73, said: 
“It’s not as if 1 can’t do the job. 
They still want me to work but 
because I’m past 70 they won’t 
pay me. I couldn’t believe it 
when they told me to leave as I 
approached my 70th birthday. 
Age Concern has been trying 
to persuade companies to keep 
elderly staff but then they do 
this to me." 

Not only does Mrs Niman 
help out as a volunteer, but 
when her younger replace¬ 
ment goes on holiday, she fills 
in for him. She has recently 
enrolled for a part-time com¬ 
puter course at a technical 
college to keep up to date with 

business technology. Mrs 
Niman. from Cowbridge. Gla¬ 
morgan. was being paid £280 
a momh when her services 
were dispensed with after four 
years. She worked two days a 
week at the charity's office in 
Cardiff. 

She said: “I will go all the 
way to rhe European Courts of 
Justice, (t is awkward because 
of my voluntary work with the 
charin’ but my grouse is with 
head office who made this 
stupid rule." She is being 
supported in her fight by her 
husband Basil, a retired GP. 
and her three children. 

John Smith. Labour MP for 
the Vale of Glamorgan, said 
that Mrs Niman’s treatment 

was outrageous. “It is the 
person responsible for taking 
this decision within Age Con¬ 
cern who should be sacked.” 

Rob Taylor, director of Age 
Concern in Wales, said: “As 
employers, we lead the way 
through our flexible decade of 
retirement. It gives people the 
choice when they want to 
retire between 60 and 70. 

“We were delighted when 
Mrs Niman said she wanted 
to carry on as a volunteer with 
us after reaching 70. It means 
she is unpaid but she can 
choose her hours and there is 
no compulsion to work. But 
Mrs Niman and all of our staff 
are aware that 70 is our 
maximum retirement age." 

siter -----T-*." • 

Niman: lost her job 
when she reached 70 
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From now on, every new land Rover comes with a completely 

free three year warranty; 

Included in the warranty is our exclusive Europe-wide three year 

roadside assistance service. And every one of our UK roadside 

technicians has been trained to work specifically on land Rovera 

So, whichever Land Rover you choose, and wherever you choose 

to take it, you’ll have three years of worry-free driving* All in 

all, the best 4x4xfar now has the best back-up x fan 

For more information on our warranty offer, and your free 

copy of Land Rover’s Essential Guide to Choosing and Using 

Your 4x4 Vehicle,1* simply telephone 0800110110, or just fill 

in the coupon. 
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Israel makes conditional offer to withdraw from Lebanon 
ISRAEL claimed a fundamental 
shift in policy yesterday when its 
security Cabinet voted unanimous¬ 
ly to adopt a 20-year-old United 
Nations resolution railing for an 
immediate troop withdrawal from 
Lebanon. 

But observers said that as the 
country’s decision was conditional 
on security arrangements to protea 
its northern border, which the 
Lebanese Government refuses to 
provide, it signalled the start of a 
new diplomatic chapter rather than 
any immediate exodus of Israel's 
thousand occupying troops. 

The vote followed growing pres¬ 
sure from the Israeli public — 

Troops are likely to remain bogged down 

as they have been since the March 1978 

invasion, Christopher Walker writes 
including a new pressure group 
formed by the mothers of soldiers 
— for a pullout from what many 
campaigners refer to as “the Leba¬ 
nese mud". Israeli troops have 
been bogged down in parts of south 
Lebanon since March 1978. 

Binyamin Netanyahu, the Prime 
Minister, said after the vote: “The 
meaning of this decision is that 

Israel is expressing formally here 
for the first time, in a detailed and 
organised fashion, its seriousness 
and determination to leave Leba¬ 
non. linked to the required security 
arrangements." 

The decision came as peace talks 
with the Palestinians remained 
deadlocked- Some critics of Mr 
Netanyahu accused him of using 

the Lebanon issue to deflect atten¬ 
tion from the Palestinian problem. 
But die Prime Minister, who is also 
noted for his keen appraisal of 
Israeli public opinion, denied that 
the decision to accept UN Security 
Council Resolution 425 was just “a 
declaration" and called on the 
Lebanese Government to enter into 
negotiations with Israel, which has 
lost four soldiers this year in south 
Lebanon and lost 39 in 1997. 

He said that under a plan put 
forward by Yitzhak Mordechai. the 
Defence Minister, he was making a 
pullout conditional on adequate 
guarantees that Lebanon would 
deploy its army southward to 

prevent cross-border terrorist at¬ 
tacks by the Iranian-backed 
Hezbollah (Party of God), who 3re 
fighting a bloody war against the 
occupying forces. Lebanon and. 
more importantly Syria, the main 
foreign powerbroker in Lebanon, 
swiftly rejected the Israeli 
initiative. 

President Hrawi of Lebanon, 
known for his close connections 
with the Syrian regime of President 
Assad, said his Government did 
not intend to negotiate over Israel's 
offer. Nabih Bern, a former war¬ 
lord and now speaker of the Beirut 
parliament, dismissed Israel's 
approval of a conditional with¬ 

drawal from the nine-mile-wide 
“buffer zone." 

There is nothing new in the 
Israeli position." Mr Bern said. 
“The approved headline is the UN 
Resolution 425. but the content is 
something else. This is not the 
implementation of 425. It is a 
political plan to cover aggression 
against south Lebanon." . 

Israeli officials, aware in ad¬ 
vance of the likely .Arab reaction, 
took comfort from the view that the 
Arab world would be diplomatical¬ 
ly wrong-footed if it was forced to 
campaign against an Israeli troop 
withdrawal from Arab territory. 
They also noted that Kamal 

Revenge fear as 
Hamas militant 
is assassinated 

From Christopher Walker in Jerusalem 

ISRAELI intelligence was 
blamed by Palestinians yester¬ 
day for the murder of the 
“most wanted" Hamas mili¬ 
tant whose disfigured body 
was identified after he was 
shot and then blown apart by 
a remote-controlled car bomb 
in the West Bank city of 
Ramallah. 

Sunday's killing had been 
described originally as a 
"work accident" by an un¬ 
known Islamic militant mak¬ 
ing the car bomb. It was only 
yesterday that it was disclosed 
that the victim had been shot 
dead first and had been top of 
Israel's wanted list since es¬ 
caping capture in 1995. 

Within hours of the an¬ 
nouncement that Muhyideen 
al-Sharif. 32. a Palestinian 
master bomb-maker, had 
been killed. Hamas vowed 
revenge and a senior Palestin¬ 
ian minister called the killing 
an Israeli assassination. In 
Bethlehem, a Palestinian mob 
pledging new suicide attacks 
stoned Israeli troops who re¬ 
taliated with rubber bullets. 

Security experts estimate 
that Hamas has at least 100 
young volunteers to carry out 
suicide attacks. 

Israeli security forces went 
to potential trouble spots in 
anticipation of Hamas re¬ 
venge attacks despite a flat 
denial by Binyamin Netanya¬ 
hu. the Prime Minister, that 

Israel had played any part in 
the fugitive's death. Ai-Sharif 
was shot three times and 
hours later his body was 
mangled almost beyond rec¬ 
ognition when the car bomb 
exploded. 

Western security experts 
were treating the Hamas 
pledge of revenge seriously. 
Four suicide bombs detonated 
in revenge for the Israeli 
killing by booby-trapped tele¬ 
phone in 1996 of Al-ShariPs 
mentor, known as "the Engi¬ 
neer, killed more than 50 
Israelis and wounded 
hundreds. 

Reflecting grassroots senti¬ 
ment in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, where anti-Israeli 
feeling is near boiling point 
because of the recent collapse 
of the peace process. Nabil 
Shaath, the Palestinian Plan¬ 
ning Minister and a close aide 
of Yassir Arafat, blamed Israel 
for the killing. 

This is just another new 
crime, a new assassination 
carried out by Israel, murder¬ 
ing someone and then placing 
him in a car and then detonat¬ 
ing the car." said Mr Shaath, a 
key figure in the now dead¬ 
locked Israeli-Palestinian 
peace talks who is regarded as 
one of the more moderate 
members of the Palestinian 
leadership. 

Initial reports had said that 
the victim had blown himself 

up by accident while prepar¬ 
ing a suicide car bomb for use 
against an unspecified Israeli 
target during the peace mis¬ 
sion of Dennis Ross, the US 
envoy. It was only yesterday 
that the identification of his 
remains and the news of the 
prior shooting emerged. 

“We were told by the Gover¬ 
nor of Ramallah that the 
autopsy report showed he was 
kilted three hours before the 
explosion," Mr Sharifs elder 
brother said, adding that he 
had been shot twice in the 
chest and once in the leg. 

“Muhyideen is gone, but 
tens will replace him. Yahya 
Ayash (“the Engineer^ was 
gone, thousands replaced him. 
Jihad (holy war) will contin¬ 
ue." Ibrahim al-Sharif, 34. 
said as the family mourned 
the death in the north Jerusa¬ 
lem Arab neighbourhood of 
Beit Hanina. The funeral will 
take place today. 

Despite official Israeli deni¬ 
als of involvement m the 
killing, many politicians could 
scarcely disguise their glee. 

“I do not know whether 
congratulations are due in 
Hebrew or in Arabia But 
whoever brought about his 
demise deserves all praise and 
the thanks of all of Israel," 
said Ephraim Sneh. a leading 
member of the opposition 
Labour Party and a former 
general. 

An Israeli soldier watches over prisoners during the campaign to occupy south Lebanon in March 1978 

Bus massacre was pretext for invasion 
UN SECURITY Council Res¬ 
olution 425 was passed 20 
years ago. on Man± 19.1978 
(Christopher Walker writes). 

The cause of the border 
crisis which it was intended 
to resolve was the limited 
Israeli invasion known as 
"Operation Litani" in which 
Israeli troops, ostensibly mo¬ 
tivated by a massacre of bus 
passengers inside Israel, at¬ 
tacked to push Palestinian 
terrorists then operating in 
south Lebanon north of the 
Litani River. 

As with other key UN 

resolutions dealing with the 
Middle East crisis, the inter¬ 
pretation of their meaning 
differs. Israel insisted yester¬ 
day that it was following the 
resolution, and yet the deci¬ 
sion it took was conditional 
on the Lebanese army agree¬ 
ing to provide security along 
its northern border, while 
Arab leaders insisted that the 
resolution meant an uncondi¬ 
tional Israeli withdrawal. 

In the English-language 
version, the resolution slates 
that the LIN Security Council: 
□ Calls for respect for the 

territorial integrity, sover¬ 
eignty and political indepen¬ 
dence of Lebanon within its 
boundaries. 
□ Calls upon Israel to with¬ 
draw its forces from all 
Lebanese territory. 
G Derides to establish imm¬ 
ediately a UN interim force 
for southern Lebanon (Unifil) 
to confirm the withdrawal of 
Israeli forces, restore interna¬ 
tional peace and security and 

.assist the Lebanese Govern¬ 
ment in ensuring the return 
of its authority in the area. 
□ Requests the Secretary- 

General to report to the 
Council within 24 hours 
on the . resolution's 
implementation. 

Writing in the Tel Aviv 
daily YediotAhronol. Ephra¬ 
im Sneh. a Labour party 
politician, asked recently 
what has changed in Leba¬ 
non since that original resolu¬ 
tion. "Nothing." he wrote 
“except for the fact that the 
enemy has become tougher 
and more dangerous, since 
the PLO terrorists have been 
replaced by Hezbollah 
terrorists.” 

Uiamzi. ibe 
ister. had stated that the Hezrwiu.n 
fichters would have achieved the 
goals if Israel withdrew its octupa- 

n°SiIvan^Shalom. Israeli 
Defence Minister, 
changing its tune by linking an 
Israeli pullout from Lebanon with 
an Israeli withdrawal from the 
Syrian Golan Heights, occupied 

S^Dfolornaticanalysts said that Mr 
Assad, who desperately wants to 
regain the Golan, had little interest 
in reducing the current heavy 
pressure on Israeli forces inside the 

occupied zone. 

H Beirut 
insists 
on full 
pullout 
By Michael Binyon 
DIPLOMATIC EDITOR 

PRESIDENT HRAWI of Leb¬ 
anon said yesterday dial Bei¬ 
rut would not negotiate any 
conditions for an Israeli with¬ 
drawal from south Lebanon. 

“We will not negotiate for 
one second over Resolution 
425 because if we did. then the 
Security Council resolution 
would become null." he said 
during an official visit to Abu 
Dhabi. "1 do not see in such a 
withdrawal the peace that we 
want for the whole Middle 
East region." 

Lebanon insists that the 
United Nations resolution, 
passed 20 years ago. calls for 
an unconditional withdrawal. 
But the Beirut Government 
has been put under strong 
pressure from Syria to refuse a 
bilateral deal with Israel. 
Syria fears that any settlement 
in Lebanon would" reduce the 
pressure on Israel to withdraw 
from the Golan Heights. 

If a unilateral Israeli pullout 
occurs. Lebanon and Syria 

• must decide whether to allow 
s Iranian-backed Hezbollah 
i fighters to penetrate into the 

nine-mile buffer zone allowing 
/ them to launch attacks di reedy 

across the border. Any such 
f attack could provoke a sharp 
f Israeli military response, 

which might involve a strike 
against Syrian troops in 

. Lebanon. 
! Iran, the main backer of the 
r Hezbollah fighters, has given 
i the Israeli proposal to wiih- 
i draw a guarded welcome. It 
i said if Israeli troops left. 

Hezbollah guerrillas would 
_ have achieved their goals. 
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:- New Lower Prices> 

333MHz 
Pentium ll Processor 
Based Systems 

For those seeking 
“Simply The Best” 
Take a closer look at the 
amazing specifications of 
MJN’s 333Mhz systems 
based on Intel's fastest 
Pentium*' II processor. 

Unbeatable specification, 
performance and price 
combine to deliver the best 
value for the power user. 

► Intel 333Mnz Pentium'll Processor 

> 128Mb SDRAM 

► 8.4Gb Ultra ATA-33 hard drive 

* 8Mb AGP x2 ATI Rage Pro (Expert @ 

Work) 3D graphics 
l PC-TV system wrth Teletext and video 

capture 

» 56K Rockwell flash upgradeable voce 
modem 

i Videophone receive only 
l 15' SVGA 0.28dp screen H7* optional 

extra) 

i 32 speed MAX CD-ROM dnve 

i Creative Labs 3D wavetable sound 
i 512K pipeline burst cache 
i IBM Gold voice recognition 
i MJN ATX system with Intel 440LX 

chipset 
i Premium speaker system (not shown), 

headset microphone and joystick 
i Windows 95. and Lotus Sniartsulte '97* 
> All standard features including floppy 

drive, mouse, keyboard, and standard 
ports 

Pentium*!} 

£1639 •13 
HitVAT 
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I Intel 333Mhz Pentium’ II Processor 
» 128Mb SDRAM 

I 8.4Gb ultra ATA-33 hard disk 

¥ 8Mb AGP x2 ATI Rage Pro (Expert r5> 
Work) 3D graphics 

I PC-TV system wtth Teletext and video 
capture 

I 56K Rockwell flash upgradeable voice 
modem 

I Full Videophone including COLOUR Video 
Camera 

119' extra large SVGA 0.26 dp screen 
► 32 speed MAX CD-ROM drive 

► Creative Labs 3D wavetable sound 
l 512K pipeline burst cache 

l IBM Gold voice recognition 
» MJN ATX system with Intel 440LX 
chipset 

’ Executive subwoofer speaker system 

(shown), headset microphone and 
joystick 

l Windows 95 and Lotus Smartsuite '97* 
* All standard features including floppy 
dnve. mouse, keyboard, standard ports 
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IN AN ANCRY and emotion- 
fin?' appeal from ihe dock, 

the alleged Nazi collaborator 
Maurice Papon demanded an 
acquittal and accused French 
prosecutors of driving his wife 
io her grave by persecuting 
him on trumped-up charees. 

Before the jury retired to 
consider its verdict last night. 
M Papon. 87. addressed the 
Bordeaux court and strenu¬ 
ously denied ihai he had 
committed crimes against hu¬ 
manity by sending more than 
1.500 Jews to their deaths 
when he was a senior official 
in the wartime Vichy regime. 

By turns furious and self- 
pitying. M Papon wept as he 
spoke of his wife of 66 years, 
who died of cancer last week at 
SSL “They have killed her bii by 
bit. The coup de grace came 
when the prosecution de¬ 
manded 20 years' imprison¬ 
ment." he said. 

"This has been an unprece¬ 
dented media pillorying, 
made up of lies, insults’ and 
infamy aimed at inflaming 
public opinion This has been 
my road to Calvary, a false 
crime has been laid at my 

warns jury 
1 to Calvary 
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Ben Macintyre in Bordeaux hears a 

dramatic plea by the man accused of 

sending Jews to Nazi death camps 
door, in this false trial.- As 
throughout the six months of 
the trial. M Papon insisted he 
had been made a scapegoat for 
French wartime guilt. 

Quoting Kafka'S The Trial. 
the former bureaucrat de¬ 
manded: “Why me?" and then 
supplied his own answer “I 
am the designated guilty man. 
a necessary symbol. Not a 
man. but a myth. When they 
could not produce irrefutable 
proof of crimes against hu¬ 
manity. they had to build a 
judicial monster." 

The prosecution argued that 
M Papon, as the youthful and 
powerful secretary-general of 
the Bordeaux region, had zeal¬ 
ously collaborated with the 
occupying Nazis to round up 
Jews and ship them to concen¬ 
tration camps, consigning 
hundreds to death at the 
stroke of a pen. M Papon, 
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Penniless German 
spouses earn right 
to ‘pocket money’ 

From Deborah Collclmt in bonn 
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GERMAN spouses will be 
forced to pay their partners 
“pocket money” if they earn 
hugely disproportionate sala¬ 
ries under a new law intro¬ 
duced by the Federal High 
Court. 

The change in legislation 
comes after a court case 
highlighted the plight of hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of hus¬ 
bands and wives who are 
dependent on their spouses 
for a basic standard of living. 
The court detid- _ 
ed that if one 
partner is unem¬ 
ployed or on a 
low income, the 
spouse is obl¬ 
iged to hand 
over up to 7 per 
cent of his or her 
net salary. 

The ruling _____ 
came after a 
creditor took a man to court 
because he did not earn 
enough on a salary of £150 a 
month to pay off his £1.000 
debt and his wife, on a 
monthly income of £1,800, 
refused to dear his obliga¬ 
tions for him. 

The amount will be calcu¬ 
lated by adding together the 
two incomes and subtracting 
between five and seven per 
cent, depending on the salary 
of the higher earner. 

C Some men 

have to ask 

their wives for 

money to go 

for a beer 9 

“The ruling dearly states 
that a certain amount should 
be paid by the higher earner 
in the family so that the other 
has enough money to do what 
he or she wants without 
having to substantiate it" said 
Dr Wolfgang Kruger, the 
press spokesman at the Feder¬ 
al High Court “Gone are the 
days when the majority of 
women didn’t work and relied 
on their husbands for every¬ 
thing. I can remember friends 

of my mother 
who were forced 
to write down 
every expendi¬ 
ture and had to 
ask their hus¬ 
bands for 
money to buy 
even a loaf <rf 
bread." 

Dr Stefan We- 
' ber, a sonolo¬ 

gist said the situation was 
now more often reversed. “It 
is often so nowadays, in areas 
for example of heavy industry 
where the men have been 
made redundant from the 
coal pits and steel works that 
the women are the only ones 
to find work,” he said. 

“It is ironic, but now some 
of these men are having to ask 
their wives for money to jp 
for a beer with their friends in 
the evening." 

however, painted himself yes¬ 
terday as a patriot and Resis¬ 
tance fighter who had obeyed 
the orders of General Charles 
de Gaulle and served the 
interests of France by remain¬ 
ing at his post. "The adminis¬ 
tration remained the only 
bulwark against the occupi¬ 
ers. We saved what could be 
saved." 

Comparing himself to Al¬ 
fred Dreyfus. France’s most 
famous victim or miscarried 
justice, M Papon said that his 
trial threatened to tarnish the 
image of France itself. ‘Take 
care, for France will be affect¬ 
ed by your verdict." he warned 
the jury of three magistrates 
and nine members of the 
public. “There are those who 
would rejoice at seeing France 
linked to Germany in the 
Jewish genocide." 
'M Papon's lawyers insist 

that he was unaware of the 
fate of the deponed Jews and 
that, far from conspiring in 
their deaths, he did his best to 
alleviate their sufferings. 

M Papon was admitted to 
hospital as planned after the 
jury began to consider the 
evidence. But despite his fail¬ 
ing health he had lost none of 
his arrogance. “You will enter 
the history books." he sneered 
at state prosecutor. Henri 
Desdaux, "but through the 
servants’ entrance." 

The charges against him 
cany a life sentence, but 
prosecutors have asked for a 
reduced term of 20 years. M 
Papon described that decision 
as a sign of the moral contra¬ 
dictions in the accusations 
against him. The charge of 
crimes against humanity 
should be reserved for “abso¬ 
lute monsters", such as Pol Pot 
and Adolf Hitler, he said. 

“Can you be 15.30 or 60 per 
cent guilty of a crime against 
humanity. It’S all or nothing. 
Pm guilty or innocent.” he told 
the jury at the climax of the 
longest trial in French history. 
“My fate is in your hands." Maurice Papon leaving court yesterday after enduring “ties, insults and infamy" 

Bosnian 
Serbs 

switch to 
the mark 

From Tom Walker 
IN BELGRADE 

THE Bosnian Serb Govern¬ 
ment yesterday declared ihe 
German mark an official tem¬ 
porary currency as the Yugo¬ 
slav dinar was devalued 
sharply, threatening financial 
chaos in the region. 

Miiorad Dodik. the Bosnian 
Serb Prime Minister, an¬ 
nounced that all public sala¬ 
ries and pensions would be 
paid in marks this month. 
Introducing a “double mone¬ 
tary system", he said Bosnian 
Serbs would be able to open 
mark bank accounts to guard 
against the inflation about to 
hit neighbouring Serbia. 

There yesterday’s 45 per 
cent dinar devaluation to six 
marks reawakened memories 
of the currency's collapse earli¬ 
er in the decade, and the 
hyperinflation as the former 
Yugoslavia disintegrated. 

The introduction of a United 
Nations arms embargo 
against the Belgrade regime 
as a punishment for its bloody 
ciampdown on ethnic Albani¬ 
an separatists in Kosovo fur¬ 
thered the maid of despair. 
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Archive to 
hand over 
Stalin-era 

documents 
From Richard Beeston in Moscow 

PRESIDENT YELTSIN has 
ordered thar a historical treasure 
trove of classified Stalin-era docu¬ 
ments, including handwritten 
notes by the Soviet dictator, should 
be made public. 

In an unexpected move, the 
Kremlin announced yesterday that 
the Russian leader had ordered the 
presidential archive to hand over 
the unique documents to the com¬ 
mission for the rehabilitation of the 
victims of Soviet repression. 

“The presidential archive holds 
many materials still unknown to 
society." said Sergei Yastrzhem- 
bsky. the Kremlin spokesman. 
“They include documents from the 
organs of repression to the Com¬ 
munist Party asking for its approv¬ 
al of their decisions; letters of the 
arrested and convicted: lists of the 
repressed; transcripts of interroga¬ 
tions and trials." He added that 
many of the documents contain 
resolutions and short notes “made 
personally by Stalin". 

The material is likely to arouse 
huge interest among historians, 
who continue to dig for clues about 
the mindset of the Soviet despot, 
who was responsible for the deaths 
of millions of his countrymen and 
who helped to turn the Soviet 
Union into history's mightiest 
empire. 

Experts warned that ir was 
unlikely that the new documents, 
part of the Communist Farty 
Politburo's archive, would disclose 
any startling new findings. But 
they could provide unique details 
about the secretive dictator, his 
closest aides and the machinery of 
terror that they ran. 

Edvard Radzinsky, the author of 
a recent biography" of Stalin who 
was allowed to work with the 
documents for research, forecast 
that Stalin’s personal files would 
attract most attention. Among the 
most fascinating passages is the 
description in Stalin's diary about 
the illness that led to the death of 

his wife Nadezhda Alliluyeva, 
whose death remains a mystery 
amid persistent suspicions that she 
look her own life. 

There is also correspondence 
between Stalin and Vyacheslav 
Molotov, his Foreign Minister, 
relating to a Council of Ministers 
meeting at which the dictator 
believed his faithful minister had 
behaved improperly. 

Nikita Petrov, from Memorial, 
the organisation devoted to reha¬ 
bilitating the victims of Stalinism, 
said thar it was shameful that the 
authorities had not revealed these 
documents earlier. “Most of the 
information contained in these 
documents is already known to us. 
so you have to ask why it has taken 
so long for the Kremlin to publish 
them." he said. “Frankly, they 
should open it all up. There is no 
justification for keeping the evi¬ 
dence of repression locked up. be it 
in Stalin's time, or Brezhnev or 
Andropov or even Gorbachev." 

However, for ordinary Russians 
the publication of the documents 
could still play an important part in 
the process of education about the 
horrors that Stalin perpetrated on 
his people. According to the late 
historian Dmitri Volkogonov. 
more than 21 million citizens of the 1 
Soviet Union were arrested from 
1929 to 1953. with only one third 
surviving. Mass grave sites from 
the height of the purges in I937-3S 
are still being found across the 
former Soviet Union to this day. 

However, an opinion poll pub¬ 
lished last month revealed a dis¬ 
turbing trend in Russia. Possibly 
influenced by the poverty and 
anarchy of post-Soviet life in Rus¬ 
sia. nearly a third of Russians said 
that Stalin should be remembered 
for defeating Hitler rather than 
repressing his own countrymen. A 
third see him as a tyrant, but the 
same number insisted not enough 
was known about him to pass 
judgment. 

ita8L 
M 1' *jh n-rw 

.:'••• ;-*• • / ■■■ if* 

f-SteP- 

The Chinese Prime Minister Zhu Rongji at Greenwich yesterday while on a visit to London 

China ‘to bypass Hong Kong law’ 
From James Pringle in hong kong 

HONG KONG'S leading opposi¬ 
tion politician. Martin Lee, at¬ 
tacked a proposed law that he said 
would put Chinese institutions in 
the former British territory and the 
Hong Kong Government itself 
beyond the reach of the Hong 
Kong legal system. 

“Hong Kong is the only Chinese 
community in the world that 
enjoys the rule of law," Mr Lee 
said in an interview yesterday. You 
do not find this rule of law in 
China, Taiwan, Macao or Singa¬ 
pore. But here, in Hong Kong, the 

basic concept is that ail people are 
equal in die eyes of the law." 

He complained that the propos¬ 
al before the provisional Legisla¬ 
tive Council, a body chosen by 
Beijing, would make Chinese enti¬ 
ties exempt from certain laws, 
“effectively putting them above the 
law". It was the substitution of 
Hong Kong's rule of law with 
Beijing's “rule of man", he said. 

He said that when Hong Kong 
was a British colony It was not run 
on the "one country, two systems" 
principle that bad prevailed since 

its return to China last 30 
June.“This is yanking the carpet 
out foom under the legal system in 
Hong Kong." Mr Lee said earlier, 
adding that it would "invite 
corruption". 
□ Broadcaster backed: Hong 
Kong’s legislature voted by 32 to 
nine with one abstention yesterday 
to endorse the editorial indepen¬ 
dence of Radio Television Hong 
Kong, the Government-funded 
broadcaster, following a controver¬ 
sy over media freedom in recent 
weeks. (Reuters) 
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Foreign investors < 
sought to revive 
‘Korean miracle’ 

Kim Dae Jung, 
right, was under 
house arrest in 

Seoul the last time 
David Watts 

interviewed him. 
Now he is visiting 

London as his 
country’s President 

FDR the leader of a country which 
has been bailed out by the interna¬ 
tional community and is haem¬ 
orrhaging jobs at the rate of 10,000 
a day. President Kim Dae Jung of 
South Korea strikes a coolly deter¬ 
mined figure. 

Bur as a devout Catholic who 
suffered years of jail and house 
arrest and at least two assassina¬ 
tion attempts — one by the intelli¬ 
gence agency which his Prime 
Minister used to head — life seems 
to have prepared him for his new 
role as he struggles to bring his 
country back from the abyss. 

"I knew that if 1 didn’t die 1 
would become the President based 
on the people's will in the future." 
Mr Kim said in London yesterday. 
“There were times when 1 thought 
that might not be realised but I 
knew that if I did not achieve it. it 
would be a disappointment not a 

■ failure. History shows that those 
who fight for human rights and 
democracy win. I believed 1 would 
be the victor." 

The President's task today is a 
good deal more complex than 
dealing with brutal military gov¬ 
ernments; he must bring Koreans 
— burnished by decades or colo¬ 
nialism and fierce regional rival¬ 
ries, into nationalists if not 
xenophobes — to accept foreign 
investment on a large scale to help 
revive the “Korean miracle". The 
figures are staggering: total Kore¬ 
an foreign debt stands at $187 
billion (£112 billion) with ten small 
firms a day going out of business. 

While campaigning for the presi¬ 
dency he opposed the International 
Monetary Fund bail-out which 
eventually, totalled $57 billion, but 
soon swung his support behind foe 
rescue plan. 

“The perception is that foreign 
money is something we could 
borrow not invest — people be¬ 
lieved we would be colonised if we 

had too much foreign investment." 
he said. The reason is not hard to 
find: only 2 per cent of foe South 
Korean gross domestic product is 
generated by foreign investment. 
In Malaysia it is 51 per cent and in 
Britain 2S per cent, so President 
Kim quotes the example of foe 
Queen in convincing people of the 
merits of foreign investment: “The 
Queen wouldn’t visit foreign in¬ 
vestment projects if they were 
examples of colonisation." 

In a round of meetings with 
bankers and politicians — includ¬ 
ing Tony Blair — during the Asia- 
Europe summit, which starts in 
London today, he will unashamed¬ 
ly seek European help, emph¬ 
asising that Europe and Asia arc- 
in ter dependent “A friend in need is 
a friend indeed,” he says, “and 
Asian countries are in need of grcar 
help. 

“I'm here as a salesperson but for 
mutual benefit There are very 
good opportunities. 1 shall tell 
bankers that there are good busi¬ 
nesses for sale. By buying them 
they will be helping the Korean 
economy by bringing in foreign 
exchange and expertise.” 

In two to three months he 
believes Korea will have all the 
necessary legislation, permitting 
foreign takeovers, foreign rental of 
land and access to stock and bond 
markets. Already the situation is 
beginning to turn around with a $7 
billion trade surplus so far this year 
which could rise to $20 billion by 
year's end. In two years, he 
believes, Korea and its economy 
will be transformed from one 
dominated by the big octopus-like 
chaebol combines to large num¬ 
bers of small and medium firms. 

“Our country will have no collu¬ 
sive big business-government rela¬ 
tions, no government controls on 
borrowing and. almost no 
corruption." 
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Medicine men save rainforest 
Gabriella 

Gamjni sees 

Brazil’s fires 

quenched by an 

ancient ritual 

HEAVY rain fell over Brazil's 
Amazonian state of Rorainia 
yesterday, quenching most of 
the fires which have for three 
months ravaged a large part 
of the state's savannah and 
rainforest. The deluge came 
just two days after two Indian 
shamans performed a rain- 
making ritual. 
.. The Kayapo medicine men. 
Kukriti and Mantii. were 
brought to Roraima by the 
government organisation in 
charge of indigenous affairs 
on Monday, at the invitation 
of chieftains from seven tribes 
in Roraima. Their mission 
was to “call on the good spirits 
for rain”. 

Reinaldo Barbosa, of the 
National Institute of 
Amazon ic Research, said last 
night: “The rain has not put 
out ail the Tires but with more 
rain it is only a matter of days 
before the flames stop spread¬ 
ing." 

Fires, fuelled by six months 
of drought, have destroyed an 
area the size of England. But 
the sustained downpour, fore¬ 
cast to last at least four days, 
has put out all but two of the 
fire points across the 90.000 
square miles that make up the 
state. 

A hilly rainforest-covered 
area in the north of the state 
on the border with Venezuela, 
around the town of Pacarai- 
ma, where showers were not 
felL was still aflame last night 
Meanwhile it has reduced the 

Antonio de Moura, a tomato producer, rejoices as rainwater flows through his parched plantation at Mucajai in Roraima state 

fires which had spread into 
the reserve inhabited by the 
Stone Age Yanamami Indians 
in west Roraima. 

Inhabitants in the state capi¬ 
tal. Boa Vista, danced in die 
streets when the first showers 
began to fall on the drought 
and fire-affected lands on 
Tuesday evening. Nearly 3 in 
of rain fell in 12 hours, and the 
cloud of smoke which had 
been hanging over the city and 

most of the state disappeared. 
Rain is normally expected in 
Roraima, the only Brazilian 
state which is in the Northern 
Hemisphere, by February, 
and its absence so far — 
blamed on die El Nino effect 
— caused the severest drought 
in 30 years. 

The two Kayapo medicine 
men managed to escape from 
pursuing photographers in 
Boa Vista, saying that the 

ritual would not work if “white 
men cast an evil eye on them”, 
and took off on canoe to a 
jungle-flanked area of the Rio 
Branco. They had performed a 
ritual on the beach of a dried- 
up river, using creepers and 
other plants from their Xingu 
region to call on “the men up 
there" to send down rain. 

Meteorologists had predict¬ 
ed rains for May and were 
surprised by the downfall. 

When Kukrity and Marttii 
were spotted in the centre of 
Boa Vista yesterday, locals 
hugged and kissed them, 
thanking than for the rain. 

Despite the euphoria, envi¬ 
ronmentalists issued a warn¬ 
ing that the state still faced 
problems which would arise 
in the aftermath of the fires 
that have left behind an apoca¬ 
lyptic landscape in Roraima. 

“Fanners and Indians have 

Clinton turns deaf ear to complaints about his music 
From Tom Rhodes 

IN WASHINGTON 
AND Sam KlLEY 

IN JOHANNESBURG 

HE MAY be the leader of the 
free world, but at heart Bill 
Clinton has remained a rebel 
whether dodging the draft, 
failing to inhale or cranking 
up the volume of his personal 
boombox on board Air Force 
One. 

Sometimes even a rebel can 
be chastised by his spouse.. 
however, as the President 
discovered yesterday after he 
had kicked off his shoes, 
removed his hearing aids and 
drowned the travelling entou¬ 
rage with a favourite compact 
disc. “Bill, would you please 
turn that down?" Hillary Clin¬ 
ton told her husband as she 
castigated him for not reading 
briefing notes on the flight 
from Botswana to Senegal. 

Before landing in die for¬ 
mer French colony, Mr Clin¬ 
ton made a personal call to 
President Chirac to dispel 

President Clinton on board Air Force One with his 
portable CD player and varied collection of music 

fears that America was trying 
to supplant French influence 
in Africa. 

“1 think the President sim¬ 
ply wanted to touch base with 
M Chirac so that tins would 
not be seen in any way as 
pitting the United States 
against the French, which 
some have suggested." said a 
White House aide after the 15- 

minute call. He said Mr 
Clinton asked the French 
President what issues he 
should raise in Senegal, 
where President Diouf has 
presided for 18 years and. at 
the age of 63. is thinking of 
running for another seven- 
year term. 

President Clinton has al¬ 
ways preferred to relax in the 

air. whether playing cards on 
Marine One. us helicopter, 
listening to music or watching 
live sports and videos on 
board the specially designed 
Boring 747. It takes him back 
to his days as a student and 
the long nights of the cam¬ 
paign traiL 

On this occasion he had 
chosen a collection of songs 
by Paul Robeson, one of 
numerous compact discs on 
his desk in the aircraft's 
imitation Oval Office, as the 
First Lady entered and ac¬ 
cused him of behaving as 
though he was in a dormitory. 
“He must have at least a 
hundred CDs up there." Mike 
McCuny, the White House 
press secretary, said later. “He 
brings some of his collection 
with him when he travels. 
And he gets a lot from 
Chelsea." 

Much as he considers him¬ 
self in tune, however, the 
President's musical tastes are 
sometimes dubious and often 
dated. Previously he has been 

known to listen to Simon and 
Garfunkel Quincy Jones. 
Lyle Lovett and Jimmy 
Buffett Fleetwood Mac's 
Don't Stop Thinking About 
Tomorrow is a favourite from 
the 1992 campaign, but White 
House aides have since been 
astonished to hear that Mr 
Clinton considered Kenny G. 
the schmaltzy saxophonist, as 
his musical idol. 

They were less surprised to 
hear of the high jinx on Air 
Force One yesterday. Ever 
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lost their crops, seeds have 
been burnt and the earth in 
the rainforest area has had 
irreparable damage done to 
it." said Paulo Adario, director 
of Greenpeace in BraziL 
“People in Roraima now face 
hunger and disease, and ma¬ 
laria outbreaks have been 
reported across the state. We 
still have to evaluate how 
much flora and fauna was 
lost" 

since Mr Clinton was diag¬ 
nosed last year with a hearing 
defect for which he wears two 
small hearing aids, his aides 
have been forced to endure 
unparalleled decibel levels on 
the aircraft. 
□ Gaborone: Festus Mogae 
was sworn in as Botswana’s 
third president yesterday and 
pledged to keep the conti¬ 
nent’s oldest democracy on 
the capitalist path that has 
made it a rare African success 
stoiy. (Reuters) 

Italy hits back 
over Kosovans 
Rome: Giorgio Napolitano, the Interior Minister, accused 
Mike O’Brien, the British Home Office Minister, of making 
“gratuitously offensive" remarks about Italy over Kosovan 
refugees who arrived at Heathrow from Rome last weekend 
without valid travel documents [Richard Owen writes). 
Signor Napolitano said he had found Mr O'Brien's 
suggestion that the Italian authorities had played “pass the 
parcel" with the 56 refugees “hasty". 

The Kosovans said they had been detained at Rome 
airport, and sent to London on an Alitalia flight on the orders 
of Italian police. Signor Napolitano said that "as The Times 
reported", he had immediately agreed to take ihem back. 

Gun dare pupil dies 
Tourcoing, France: Hassan Atrane, IS, a high school pupj] 
who was shot in the head by a classmate at school in 
northern France, has died in hospital in Lille. The victim had 
brought his father's pistol to school and then given it to a 
friend and dared him to shoot The classmate. Foued Zaratj. 
apparently thought the safety catch was on when he put the 
pistol to Atrane’s head and pulled the trigger. Police in 
Tourcoing have opened an investigation into whether the 
shooting was an accident or a disguised suicide attempt. 
Atrane had apparently spoken of suicide recently. (AP) 

Drug helicopters grounded 
Mexico City: Mexico has grounded 72 ageing helicopter; 
donated by the United States for the war on dings, say ini 
that they are unsafe. The Defence Ministry said it ord'ena 
the Huey UH-1H helicopters to be grounded until official: 
could determine what was causing mechanical failures 
America donated the aircraft two years ago to help to wip. 
out marijuana and opium poppy crops being grown it 
Mexico and smuggled into the US. (Reuters) 

Daughter fulfils novel wish 
Bordeaux: Mazarine Pingeot. 23. the illegitimate daughter c 
the late Francois Mitterrand, whose existence was reveale 
only a few years before his death, has sprung anothe 
surprise on France by announcing the publication of her fin 
novel (writes Ben Marin tyre). The partly autobiographic: 
book, published today, represents the fulfillment t 
Mitterrand's wish that she should become a writer. 

Castle’s view is saved 
Schwangau: A Bavarian town has 
rejected a plan to erect a 250-bed 
hotel opposite Neuschwanstein cas¬ 
tle. right. buOt by King Ludwig II. 
after hundreds of opponents be¬ 
sieged the council. The fairytale 
casde in Schwangau attracts more 
than a million tourists a year. 
Bavaria's official for historical mon¬ 
uments said last week that its 
surroundings should not be turned 
into a local version of 
Disneyland- (AFP) 

Woman saved in flooded lif 
New Yorlu A woman and her pet Jack Russell were rescu 
seconds from drowning after a lift plunged from the grout 
floor into a flooded basement (Tunku Varadarajan write ; 
Suzana Piamenta. 22. was saved by her husband and staff f 
the building, who climbed down the lift shaft and smash : 
open die roof with hammers. They found her up to her nt ) 
in water with the dog on her head. f 
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18 OVERSEAS NEWS 

New war 
to curb 

child-sex 
tourists 
By Michael Binyon 
diplomatic editor 

EUROPE and Asia yester¬ 
day launched a joint cam¬ 
paign to crack down on 
sex tourism and child 
abuse, involving 25 coun¬ 
tries represented at die 
Asia-Europe summit that 
opens in London today. 

Robin Cook, the For¬ 
eign Secretary, and Do¬ 
mingo Siazon. his 
Philippines opposite num¬ 
ber. lent support to mea¬ 
sures adopted recently in 
Europe and Asia to train 
police in dealing with 
child abuse, caring for 
victims, gathering crimi¬ 
nal evidence and pooling 
the resources of gov¬ 
ernments. 

The Philippines, togeth¬ 
er with Thailand. Sri Lan¬ 
ka and India, is one of the 
main Asian destinations 
for child sex tourists. Mr 
Cook and Mr Siazon 
signed an agreement in 
Manila last August to step 
jp co-operation and im¬ 
prove liaison between 
police forces. Mr Cook 
■vants to extend such ar- 
-angements to the rest of 
Vsia. and is backed by a 
lumber of European 
Jnion governments 

which have changed 
aws to allow the prosecu- 
ion of paedophile tourists 
n their home countries. 

Leading article, page 23 

Dry state drinks to end of ban 
Christopher Thomas reports that 

the end of prohibition will leave a 

lasting hangover in Haryana, India 
THE rich young things of 
Delhi will soon be heading 
across the border in droves to 
resume drinking in the fann¬ 
ing state of Haryana, which 

I has just ended a calamitous 21- 
month experiment with pro¬ 
hibition. 

They will be heading for 
India'S biggest entertainment 
complex. Fireball discotheque, 
which was yesterday refur¬ 
bishing its premises in readi¬ 
ness for the deluge after the 
formal end of the ban. It used 
to be crammed with 600 to 700 
couples every Friday and Sat¬ 
urday night, but that dropped 
to no more than five — and 
sometimes none — for want of 
alcohol. 

Many hotels have closed 
and hardly any are in profit. 
Fireball is celebrating the 
return of drinking with a huge 
party before reopening the 
discotheque, which is part of a 
unique — for India — enter¬ 
tainment and business com¬ 
plex called 32nd Milestone. 

The hangover from prohibi¬ 
tion will last years: Haryana is 
all but bankrupt and the 
restoration of legal drinking 
became inevitable after gov¬ 
ernment employees rioted 
when there was no money to 
pay them. The roads are 
crumbling, state schools are in 
a dreadful condition, public 
transport costs have soared 
and drink-related crime has 
created a new generation of 
young hoodlums. 

The reputation of the police. 
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Aircrash 
. Ditll Britons in 

“MHDsiiE minefield 

which nobody thought could 
sink any lower, has worsened 
because they extorted money 
from drinkers with alcohol on 
their breath or from those 
caught smuggling liquor into 
Haryana from neighbouring 
states. Police were the biggest 
bootleggers and cornered die 
business by prosecuting prac¬ 
tically everybody in sight for 
alcohol violations. Eighty 
thousand cases are pending in 
the courts, which are on the 
point of collapse. 

Money has started to flow 
back into Haryana’s coffers. It 
has sold licences for millions 
of pounds, and in due course 
expects to earn more than 
£120 million a year from exrise 
duties and other charges. 

Hotel Groovie in Gurgaon, 
just over the border from 
Delhi — a bleak establishment 
belying its name — barely 
survived prohibition. Wed¬ 
ding receptions, a big money- 
puller, wait outside the state 
and businessmen did their 
utmost to spend nights any¬ 
where but Haryana. “Hardly 
any people came here," Data 
Ram Yadav, a room service 
steward, said. "We lost most of 
our tips. People are more 
generous when they drink." 

Prateek Chawia. a resident 
of Gurgaon. said nobody 
stopped drinking during pro¬ 
hibition. “Ifyou wanted booze, 
you simply asked the local 
policeman. The price mark-up 
was ICO to 200 per cent, 
depending on your despera¬ 

A drinker swallows some locally made alcohol yesterday in Haryana,' where prohibition has been lifted 

tion. You had to be careful 
about holding parties because 
the cops wanted a payoff if 
they found out We are wor¬ 
ried that the police will go into 
other rackets to make up their 
losses." 

Before prohibition, Harya¬ 
na had 24-hour liquor shops 

and was infamous for the 
extent of its wife-beating. Vil¬ 
lage women, whose campaign 
brought about prohibition, are 
mostly indifferent to the re¬ 
turn of legal drinking, because 
nothing changed when it was 
banned. Those unable to aff¬ 
ord the bootleggers' prices 

turned to village-brewed con¬ 
coctions. which are as cheap 
as they are deadly. 

Alka Goel, 21, promotions 
manager at 32nd Milestone, 
said she cannot wait for Fire¬ 
ball to reopen and for the 
youthful hordes to return. “We 
are the most happening place 

in Asia," she said. "It's like, 
cool. Haryana has been liber¬ 
ated. Police used to smell you 
like sniffer dogs — it was 
horrible. They planted liquor 
bottles m cars so they could 
demand money. Happy days 
are here again. Cod, really 
cool." 

escape 
From Caroline Gluck 

IN PHNOM PENH 

A BRITISH Embassy official 
and three British journalists 
escaped yesterday when a 
helicopter crash-landed in 
northern Cambodia and hit a 
landmine in the middle of a 
minefield. The pilot and two 
passengers, including Law¬ 
rence Pickup, the deputy Brit¬ 
ish Ambassador, were slightly 
injured. 

The helicopter was carrying 
a group of Western journalists 
from Siem Reap to the ancient 
Preah Vihear temple, which 
straddles the Thai border and 
was until this week a Khmer 
Rouge stronghold. The Gov¬ 
ernment took control after 
hundreds of Khmer Rouge 
rebels defected. 

The three injured were tak¬ 
en by helicopter to Siem Reap. 
The dozen or so other journal¬ 
ists. including Enver Solo¬ 
mon. the BBC correspondent 
in Bangkok, Alex Spiifius, The 
Daily Telegraph's Bangkok 

correspondent, and Andy 
Eames, a British freelance 
photographer, spent the night 
at Preah Vihear. 

Fighting broke out in the 
Cambodian capital between 
supporters and opponents of 
the ousted First Prime Minis¬ 
ter, Prince Norodom Rana¬ 
riddh, who returned to the 
country on Monday after 
nearly nine months in exile. 
About 500 people threw stones 
and used sticks in clashes 
before police intervened. At 
least three people were in¬ 
jured, one seriously. 
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Athlete put through 
diplomatic hoops 

From Tom Rhodes in Washington 

A NORTH Korean basketball 
star who is said to be the 
tallest man in the world is at 
die centre of- a diplomatic 
dispute in Washington over 
his dream of shooting hoops 
for an American team. 

Michael RL 28, entered The 
Guinness Book of World 
Records this year as the tallest 
living human, measuring 7ft 
9in. His attempts to play 
basketball for an American 
league team have been alto¬ 
gether less successful Under 
sanctions imposed after the 
Korean War, Mr Ri needs a 
Treasury Department licence. 

The Clinton Administra¬ 
tion, irritated by Pyongyang's 
stonewalling in talks to re¬ 
duce tension on the Korean 
peninsula, bas balked at al¬ 
lowing him to enter America 
as a player. 

Washington officials said 
yesterday that admitting Mr 
Ri, who could command a 
multi-million dollar salary 
and much media attention. 

would represent a significant 
easing of existing sanctions. 

“We are reviewing the re¬ 
quest to determine if the 
intended purpose is consistent 
with US sanctions policy," 
said Jamie Rubin, the State 
Department spokesman. 

If Mr Ri had agreed to 
defect he would probably be 
playing on the circuit already. 
He changed his name from Ri 
Myong Hun in honour of 
Michael Jordan, the US bas¬ 
ketball star, but has been 
unwilling to renounce his 
North Korean citizenship. 

He is two inches taller than 
Gheorge Muresan. the tallest 
player in the National Basket¬ 
ball Association, and Ameri¬ 
can and Canadian coaches 
were impressed by his agility 
and shooting ability. 

“He's probably more athlet¬ 
ic than GheoTge but not as 
powerful" said Bob Zuffdatu 
of the Toronto Raptors. “It is 
awesome when you look at 
the guy. You.. Just gawk." 
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9 S cars that are 
more than 
skin deep 
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The luminaries of the 
Acne Suppua Croup 
did not allow their 
former skin condition 

to prevent them from enjoying 
tea together this week at the 
Basil Street Hotel in London. 

Fortunately, as thev piled 
the cloned cream and'jam on 
to their scones and wolfed 
down rich cakes. Dr lonv 
Chu. a consultant dermatolo¬ 
gist at the Hammersmith Hos¬ 
pital. London, reassured the 
gathering that diet did not 
cause acne. 

Thar myth is only one of the 
many surrounding the condi¬ 
tion. No link has been proved 
— it is not made worse by 
chocolate cake. Cornish cream 
or fish and chips. 

Naturally, a well-balanced, 
vitamin-rich diet improves a 
person's general health, and 
the skin reflects this, but 
occasionally making a hog of 
oneself with a box of choco¬ 
lates does not trigger acne. 

The condition can occur at 
any age. It is seen in babies and 
octogenarians, and 1 per cent of 
men and 5 per cent of women 
over 40 still suffer from signifi¬ 
cant acne. 

It usually starts in adoles¬ 
cence and is more common in 
men than women, but the latter 
can suffer from il again in their 
thirties — and some may 
develop it for the first time at 
that age. Although a great 
plague of adolescence, when 
the sex drive, especially in 
males, is strong, ir is not caused 
by too litTle or too much sex. nor 
by the type of sexual activity. 

And even though it makes 
the skin look unappealing, it is 
not the result of a lack of soap 
and water. The cleanest people 
may develop blackheads, 
whiteheads, pustules, mini- 
abscesses and all die other 
manifestations of the condi¬ 
tion. In fact, overwashing the 
face can dry the skin and make 
it sore, and cause the acne to 
become worse. 

If the condition is not the 
result of diet, din or sex. then 
what does cause ir and what 
makes it worse? 

It is related to the response 
of the skin to the hormone 
testosterone, which is pro- 

Dr Thomas 
Stuttaford 
reports on 

acne, 
alopecia, neck 

pain and 
hereditary 

tremors 
duced by women as well as 
men. Although there is a 
relationship between the 
amount of circulating testos¬ 
terone in women, there is no 
such association in men. 

Some testosterone-rich men 
have enviable complexions, 
whereas others who have 
reached adolescence with only 
a meagre level of the hormone 
may be seriously afflicted. 

In men the tendency to 
develop acne depends on the 
skin’s reaction to testosterone. 
The small sebaceous glands 
found in each pore of the skirt, 
and which secrete the skin's 
natural oil. are unusually sen¬ 
sitive to testosterone and. as a 
result, secrete an excessive 
amount of oil. In those suffer¬ 
ing from the condition, testos¬ 
terone also increases the 
stickiness of the skin cells that 
everyone constantly sheds. 
The abnormally sticky cells 
collect in the duct leading from 
the sebaceous gland to the 
surface. The combination of ‘ 

ualcdlm Clarke 

A turban hides Princess Caroline of Monaco’s alopecia in 1996 
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increased production of oil 
and a blocked outlet produces 
the pustules. 

Acne is made worse by 
sweating, light clothing such 
as collars and bras, fringes, 
some hair oils and suntan 
lotions, periods and. probably. 
stress. 

It requires ireaimenL not 
the unwarranted reassurance 
that “you'll grow out of ir. 
Some IS per cent of teenagers 
being treated fur severe acne 
have experienced suicidal 
thuughts because uf it. Forty 
per cent a void school when it is 
at its worst, and a third say it 
limits their ability to make 
friends, particularly with the 
opposite sex. 

Even in adult life, embar¬ 
rassment. reinforced by prob¬ 
lems with employment, is 
often felt. Two thirds of adults 
with acne feel depressed, 
12 per cent so badly that they 
have contemplated killing 
themselves. 

if there has not been a 50 per 
cent improvement within two 
months of a treatment being 
instituted, sufferers should be 
assertive and suggest a change 
of regime, such as antibiotics 
or other antibacterials, either 
applied to the skin or taken by 
mouth, coupled — and this is 
de rigueur— with skin prepa¬ 
rations of retinoids (vitamin A 
compounds). Serious cases may need 

Roaocuiane. an oral 
derivative of vitamin 
A; however, because 

of its potential side-effects, it is 
prescribed only by hospital 
consultants. Women who are 
resistant to other forms of 
treatment may be given 
Diane tie. This, like other 
oestrogen preparations, can 
cause blood clots. 

The object of treatment is to 
prevent scars from forming. 
Once they have, they can 
never be eradicated, although 
their appearance may be im¬ 
proved through chemical peel¬ 
ing. laser resurfacing, dam- 
abrasion. and collagen or 
steroid injections. 
• The Acne Support Group. PO 
Bat 230. Hayes. Middlesex LW4 
OUT. OISI-5616868 

Beware, you may be dialling up trouble for yourself. Better to buy a headset that allows you to phone without having to bend your neck 

Poseurs with a new line in neck pain 
Sinuous women used to accentu¬ 

ate their curves by posing ele¬ 
gantly with a cigarette holder. 

Today the exhibitionist man or 
woman is more likely to use a tele¬ 
phone wedged between the bead and 
shoulders. Attention-seeking isn't 
confined to the drawing room but, 
fear not, the poseur who flashes past 
on the motorway, telephone in the 
crook of the neck, may have his or her 
comeuppance. 

Fortunately, their comeuppance 
will not necessarily be a gory acci¬ 
dent; it may be more subtle. They 
may suffer instead from “mobile 
telephone users* shoulder droop", 
“work-related upper limb disorders” 
or more simply “telephone neck". 
Each of these terms refers to the same 
condition: the patient is suffering 
because he or she has gripped a 

telephone for too long and too hard 
between head and shoulder. 

Tense, aching shoulders, painful 
neck musdes, a headache extending 
to behind the eyes and pain radiating 
to between the shoulder blades or 
around the chest can all result from 
the head being bent sideways. This 
movement, lateral bending, is one 
that puts the greatest strain on the 
neck and is therefore the most likely 
to cause pressure damage to the 
nerve roots that form the plexus of 
nerves in the neck. Injury to these 
nerves results in pain in the soft 
tissues supplied by them. 

Heads and necks have evolved in 
such a way that when they are at full 
stretch — the posture that Alexander 
Technique instructors teach, and 
which Third World women use when 
carrying loads — they are very 

resilient. Bending head and neck 
sideways to grip a telephone in the 
developed world is not so kind to 
them. 

A car driver is on record as having 
done so much damage to the nerves 
in his neck by telephoning through¬ 
out a two-hour drive that the result¬ 
ing palsy caused him to lose the use 
of his right arm for a month. In 
another case, a single 32-minute call 
was enough to give a French woman 
persistent neck pain and problems 
with her hearing. Scans showed that 
pressure had resulted in nerve dam¬ 
age and interfered with the blood 
flow through her carotid artery. 

Not all the muscle tension is 
related to nerve damage. Research at 
the Santa Gara Valley medical centre 
in California shows that combining 
telephoning with driving increases 

neck and shoulder muscle tone by 
41 per cent. Replacing handsets with 
headsets not only obviates the need to 
grip the telephone by bending the 
neck but improves posture and 
relaxes back muscles. 

Drivers who want to survive, 
and others who wont to read, 
type or cook while on the 

telephone need a headset kit to 
prevent trouble, as well as non¬ 
steroidal anti-inflammatory prepara¬ 
tions to relieve existing symptoms. 

Some companies, such as Plantro- 
nics, offer a range of headsets. It re¬ 
cently introduced free-hand cellular 
headsets for car drivers which have a 
device on the microphone to cut out 
extraneous driving noises so that the 
person phoning can be heard cleariy. 
• Plamronia: 01793 848999 

Stress could be the 
key to hair loss 

AS THE warmer weather 
arrives' the increase in the 
number of hairs on the pillow 
is enough to cause concern to 
even the least conceited. Bald¬ 
ness can be the result of old 
hair not being replaced, as 
well as from it falling out 
prematurely. 

General Practitioner maga¬ 
zine has recently reviewed the 
multitude of conditions that 
result in hair loss. Most 
people, women as well as men, 
must eventually come to terms 
with so-called “male pattern 
baldness", the thinning of the 
hair in old age. Hair loss 
starts above the forehead and 
in the temple region to give the 
typical receding hairline, 
which is later followed by loss 
from the crown. 

Although older women lose 
hair in this way, the process is 
obviously Jess complete. If the 
woman is pre-menopausal 
hair loss of this type may be 
hereditary, but she should be 

■investigated for the possibility 
of adrenal problems, or poly¬ 
cystic ovarian syndrome, 
which is also associated with a 
male distribution of hair on 
the face and abdomen, togeth¬ 
er with acne. 

Hair loss in both sexes can 
result from iron-deficiency 
anaemia, a poor general diet 
or too little thyroid hormone. 
The review gives considerable 
prominence to the effects of 

stress on hair follicles. Inter¬ 
estingly. hair loss does not 
occur immediately after the 
stressful event but about three 
months later. It itemises vari¬ 
ous common causes of stress 
that are particularly likely to 
affect a previously fine head of 
hair. Childbirth is such a 
comparatively common cause 
of hair loss that it has its own 
name, post-partum alopecia. 
Likewise, major surgery, seri¬ 
ous accidents or severe infec¬ 
tions can expedite baldness, as 
1 know to my cosL 

The number of diseases 
that can cause baldness are 
legion and range from infected 
hair follicles to shingles, tertia¬ 
ry syphilis and scleroderma. 
There are other conditions, 
too, such as alopecia 
universalis, in which all the 
body hair is lost, or alopecia 
areata, in which the baldness 
is patchy. Alopecia universalis 
and areata can be associated 
with auto-immune disease. 
Some drugs also cause hair 
loss, including beta-blockers. 

The report written by Dr 
Aziz Sheikh, a research fellow 
at Imperial College. London, 
gives credence to two other 
frei^uendy quoted reasons for 
hair loss — emotional stress 
such as bereavement, and 
crash dieting. The belief that 
losing too much weight too 
fast causes excessive hair loss 
is apparently true. 

When tremors strike 
NOT everybody whose out¬ 
stretched hand has a fine 
shake and whose teacups 
rattle in their saucers is accus¬ 
tomed to drinking something 
rather stronger. 

It is bad luck on those 
people who have benign he¬ 
reditary tremor, usually 
known as essential tremor, 
that the rest of the world 
wonders if they are secret 
drinkers, or possibly taking 
one of the older antidepres¬ 
sant drugs. 

Blake Pinnell of Wefherby. 
West Yorkshire, has written of 
the difficulties that this condi¬ 
tion can cause, and last week 
there was a conference about 
essential tremor at the West¬ 
minster Central HalL 

Essential tremor is inherit¬ 
ed as an autosomal dominant 

characteristic m 50 per cent of 
cases. The shake usually af¬ 
fects one or-both hands but 
sometimes the head, too, and 
the voice may have a tremu¬ 
lous character to it. 

Anything that causes a 
shake, such as too much 
coffee, anxiety, tiredness, an 
overactive thyroid or even 
some prescription drugs, in¬ 
cluding steroids, makes an 
essential tremor worse. 

The benzodiazepines, prep¬ 
arations such as Valium, im¬ 
prove the shake, but since it is 
persistent their regular use is 
not recommended. 

Likewise, alcohol helps, but 
it is not considered a good 
reason for sherry at midday. 
Fortunately, beta-blockers 
lessen the tremors, as does 
primidone. 

‘Fare u> Penh mitadf*-. £20 UK Government Departure Tax £2 Hong Kung Security Aargp and 111 Australian Departure Tin. 
"Fan: vninect k> government approval and valid lor travel between U1 April - 3fl June 19°B. 
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Putting your 
heartbeat 
on the Net 

Fingers on the pulse: the gem-studded Heartthrob Brooch, a unique blend of jewellery and technology, could be yours for just $500,000 

Imagine a glittering 
handful of diamonds 
and mlaes an an arc of 
p!annum. Contemplate 

the effect as they flash with 
each beat of your heart Then 
consider the ultimate in mil¬ 
lennium romance—the ability 
to transmit your heartbeat on 
the Internet. 

Enter the Heartthrob 
Brooch, a one-off marriage of 
romance and technology, com¬ 
plete, like all the most desir¬ 
able tokens of affection, with a 
dazzling $500,000 (£312^00) 
price tag. Yet, for its creator, a 
curiously pragmatic soul by 
the name of Ronald Winston, 
its fascination lies not so much 
in the allure of its 78 exquisite 
diamonds but in the advances 
it represents for scientific 
innovation. 

“It’s a great way to display 
stones at night" he says. The 
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Anjana Ahuja 
on the brooch 
that flashes 
with every beat 
of your heart 
piece was first Unveiled not at 
the Oscars or to the very rich 
and very famous who regular¬ 
ly patronise Harry Winston, 
the company founded by his 
late father, but to a select 
gathering at the Massachu¬ 
setts Institute of Technology 
(MIT) during a symposium on 
wearable technology. 

“A model wore the brooch 
and. as she danced, her heart 
rate was radioed by the device 
to a computer and put up on a 
screen," Mr Winston explains. 
When Leonard Nimoy, the 
master of ceremonies — better 
known as Mr Spock to Star 
Trek fans — embraced her. 
two heartbeats went on 
display. 

The technical side was de¬ 
veloped in tandem with Pro¬ 
fessor Michael Hawley from 
MIT. A tiny sensor embedded 
in the platinum setting of the 
brooch registers heartbeats, 
sending out a corresponding 
radio signal. The signal 
prompts small lights behind 
the gemstones to flash. Thai, 
with die addition of a 
minature transmitter hidden 
away in a parse, the wearer's 
heartbeat can be displayed on 
tiie Internet 

The new relationship be¬ 
tween jewellery and science 
does not stop here. "There is 
no reason why an object 
cannot perform many func¬ 
tions," says Mr Winston. “This 
is just the forerunner to many 
things that could happen in 
the 21st century." A novel 
watch is now under develop¬ 
ment, although it will not 
command a six-figure sum, 
and Mr Winston talks excited¬ 
ly about a zing that can 
measure blood chemistry. 

He is not averse to a 
publicity stunt—his company 
sent a fleet of bejewelled Ray- 
Ban sunglasses to this year's 
Academy Awards (Sigourney 
Weaver apparently wore a 
pair), and last year created a 
diamond-studded bra with a 
price tag of $2 million. The 
item failed to sell, however, 
and the jewels have since been 
reclaimed. 

Mr Winston does not 
believe that tiie same undistin¬ 
guished fate awaits the Heart- 
throb Brooch. "I have been, 
really quite surprised by the 
level of interest” he says. 
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“People seem to be fascinated. 
It doesn't look weird or any¬ 
thing. and you don't have to 
switch it on. It is simply a 
beautiful brooch made from 
diamonds and rubies. 

“But it would take someone 
with a certain amount of 
vision to buy it. Jewellery is 
one of the most conservative 
areas of fashion — people 
don’t look at the tail of a 
bfooch in the same way as 
they do the hem of a skirt 
They are not constantly watch¬ 
ing whether they go this way 
or that" 

Rumour has it that someone 
did express interest in wearing 
the brooch to the Oscars 
ceremony, but it was being 
flown to a prospective buyer at 
the time. Mr Winston now 
believes that he is dose to 
selling it 

His wheeze has certainly 
earned the stunned admira¬ 
tion of his peers. One anony¬ 
mous purveyor of posh rocks, 
who labelled the piece “eccen¬ 
tric and amusing”, rang back 
worriedly to ask whether it 
was an April Fool’s joke (it's 
not). However, the idea of 
combining aesthetics and tech¬ 
nology, at least in the rarefied 
world of million-dollar gems, 
is unlikely to be copied. Garrard, the Crown 

Jeweller, for one. 
says it has no plans 
to produce such 

ornaments. 
“People who spend that kind 

of money would usually want 
a piece that would be appro¬ 
priate for all occasions." 
muses the company's spokes¬ 
woman. “However, we do 
believe that jewellery should 
suit someone's personality and 
style. 

“Whoever bought this 
would certainly have a very 
individual, innovative taste. 
They would be the type of 
person who wants their 
jewellery to speak out. to be 
something out of the norm." 

Upon which luminary 
would Mr Winston most like 
to see the brooch? Rather than 
celebrated trinket-wearers 
such as Elizabeth Taylor and 
Zsa Zsa Gabor, he would 
choose a female astronaut as 
custodian of his extraordinary 
creation. He is even thinking 
of approaching Nasa with tiie 
proposal, although he is not 
sure whether the brooch 
would actually make it to the 
final frontier. A tennis starlet 
would be his second choice, he 
suggests. "It would be great to 
see it on somebody beautiful 
like Martina Hingis while she 
runs around on court," he 
sighs. 
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An open letter to Sir Richard Eyre 
Mary Allen, who resigned last 
week as chief executive of the 
Royal Opera House, offers her 
thoughts on how best to 
marshal the arts to Sir Richard 
Eyre as he prepares a report on 
opera and ballet in London 

Q.QJT 

TODAY 1 should have been 
meeting you to talk about vour 
review of the Royal Opera 
House and English National 
Opera, before your review- 
group goes away this weekend 
to wrestle with the issues faced 
by opera and ballet in London. 

Although I attended the first 
meeting of your group, you 
and 1 have not had any contact 
(at leasr not on this matter) 
since then. Incidentally. 1 
think it was sensible not to ask 
those of us directly connected 
with either the ROH or ENO 
to participate in the group. It is 
difficult to be passionately 
committed to your own vision 
for your organisation, and at 
the same time to be sufficiently 
objective to consider really 
radical alternatives to the sta¬ 
tus quo. And if your group is 
not willing or able to do that, 
then the exercise will haw 
been a waste of time. 

Several members of your 
group have been to see me 
during the past few weeks. 1 
have had meetings about 
money, corporate governance, 
management and structures. 
But no one has mentioned the 
word art 

SO ART was the key thing I 
wanted to talk to you about 
today. First, most commenta¬ 
tors refer to your work as a 
review of opera provision — 
well, it's not The Royal Ballet 
is one of the greatest com¬ 
panies in the world. Almost 
throughout its 50-year history 
at Covent Garden it has been 
the poor relation, its needs 
coming second to those of die 
opera company. 1 was always 
told that this was inevitable, 
because of the different ways 
in which the two art forms 
worked. Well, having been the 
chief executive at die Royal 
Opera House for six months, 1 
now think this is bunkum. It is 
a question of attitude and 
priority on the part of those 
who run the ROH. Your 
recommendations must give 
as much weight to the needs of 
ballet as to those of opera. 

The second question relat¬ 
ing to art concerns the differ¬ 
ences between the two opera 
companies. There could _— 
should — be clearly distinctive 
roles for each, but they have 
drifted too close together m the 
past few years. 

There needs to be a rethink 
about what constitutes “En- 
glishness” for the ENO. It is 
not just a question of working 
in the English language, but of 
encouraging younger English 
artists of all kinds: musicians, 
singers, directors and design¬ 
ers. It is also worth asking 
whether a younger, national 
company ought also to be 
particularly committed to ex¬ 
perimentation, or whether 
part of its role is as a training 
ground for the international 
companies. I would like to see 
a mixture of both. 

The Royal Opera is an 
international company of the 
highest stature and should 
remain so. This should not 
mean, however, that it 
presents only historical work 
in traditional ways. 

EARLY on during my time 
there, someone described it to 
me as a ‘'living museum". This 
understates the role of contem¬ 
porary' composers at the ROH: 
Cawain was one of the great¬ 
est artistic events of the de¬ 
cade. 1 believe it is also 
important for the ROH to 
reinvent continually the arts of 
the past The Richard Jones 
Ring cycle was an extraordi¬ 
nary intellectual achievement, 
loathed by some, attracting 
the fierce support of others- 
including myself. One of the 
aspects of Nicholas Payne’s 
work that I most admired was 
his commitment to the new, 
the untested and the rety- 
That should all be part of the 
role of a major international 
opera house. 

Of course, it is much easier 
to make suggestions about art 
than to put them into practice. 
You know the main problem 
as well as 1 do: the performing 
arts are a labour-intensive 
business. Ensemble-based art 
forms, such as opera and 
ballet, mean particularly high 
fixed costs, which do 0°* 

i comfortably with volatile lev* 
L els of income. , 
yg If you are to make sense o* 
27 this equation, you must make 
^ some comments about subs^ 
.. dy. The Government is daft u 
"• it does not recognise that we 

cannot continue with tne 
; present tevels of artistic excel¬ 

lence without some additional 
investment. The only conclu¬ 
sion I can draw from its 
insistence to you that no more 
money' will be available is that 
the Government just does not 
care about the arts. Sadly, the 
only thing that might make it 
care would be a high-profile 
collapse of an orchestra, the¬ 
atre or opera company. Al¬ 
though there may not seem to 
be a popular vote in the arts, 
priorities change at a time of 
crisis, as politicians have 
found whenever an orchestra 
or theatre in their constituency 
has looked likely to go bust. 

But one of the most dis¬ 
graceful aspects of this Gov¬ 
ernment’s apathy is the way in 
which such a highly trained 
human resource is bang wast¬ 
ed. Having observed three 
great performing companies 
— ballet, opera and orchestra 
— at close quarters for the past 
six months, their dedication 
and skill borders on the 
unique. It is already becoming 
difficult to retain performers 
of that calibre in a country that 
regards them with such ap¬ 
parent indifference. 

So. what to do? I believe 
there are two ways forward. 
One is to find a radical option. 
There have been several ru¬ 
mours about splitting the com¬ 
panies from the theatres: 
about privatising the theatres: 
and about bringing the the¬ 
atres under a single adminis¬ 
trative management structure. 

The best idea I have heard is 
to recognise that we have three 
lyric companies and three 
lyric theatres, and to match 
them up. Allow English Nat¬ 
ional Opera to return to the 
rebuilt Sadler’s Wells. 'Hie 
company would be returning 
to its roots, and the younger 
English voices would be work¬ 
ing with more sympathetic 
acoustics rather than having 

Marv Allen; “Artists should not be asked to deal with financial and political demands; their talents are better used in producing the best possible opera and ballet 
J PETER NUCKOLLS 
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Sir Richard Eyre “will need, and deserves, good luck" 

to battle against that vast- 
Coliseum auditorium. Suggest 
that the Royal Ballet becomes 
resident at the Coliseum, with 
its superb stage for dance, ana 
forms the core of a National 
Dance House. The Royal Bai¬ 
ler could be joined there by 
English National Ballet and 
Rambert Dance, and the pro¬ 
gramme could include into--, 
national companies. The 
Royal Ballet would be only 
minuies away from the new 

But it needs support not 
condemnation. 

Financial and managerial 
difficulties have been at the 
heartof what has gone wrong 
at Covent Garden. If you are 
going to recommend a more 
robust version of die status 
quo. you must get this right. In 
the past, there was a funda¬ 
mental dislocation between 
the semi-detached nature of 
the performing companies 
and the consolidated top man- 

^iosff^dforffiOTmffie a^tsmiaure^ ^ To succeed, in the..task you 

The ins and outs of Covent Garden: the Royal Opera House is where people want to see the Royal Opera perform 

companies and a receiving 
house, or whether to become a 
single integrated organis¬ 
ation. The former option 
would be easier to manage but 
more costly to run. In addition 
to being more cost-effective, 

- . the integrated option is far 
& more exciting artistically and 

would mean that the whole 
organisation — artists and 

I managers alike — would be 
| committed to greater accessi- 
■ bility for as many people as 
E possible 

\t-.. YOU MIGHT want to think 
£?:. about how the organisation 
^ should be led. Running the 

ROH is an immensely cem- 
plex business, partly because 
it is underfunded and there 
are so many different (mostly 
financial and political) de- 

ffiar-. \ mands to be met Artists 
should not be asked to deal 
with these: their talents are 
better used in producing the 
best possible opera and ballet 

' An operatic supremo, running 
w / the opera company as well as 
f*: -■ - the overall operation, will 
?i'v. ■ inevitably have a bias towards 
" J»F : opera, to bailers disadvan- 

/ tage. That is why the answer 
IKfe; jj£~- lies in a chief executive with a 

knowledge of both art forms, 
and whose main skill is in 
management and admini- 
stration. 

good luck" He or she will know how to 
harness a range of views on 

support not how opera and ballet should 
develop, and to encourage 

d managerial artistic excellence within the 
e been at the resources that are available, 
as gone wrong Most important he or she will 
len. If you are ensure that the resources of 
imend a more the ROH will be shared equal- 
of toe status ly between opera and ballet. 

let this right. In When I was appointed, an 
was a funda- opera critic whom 1 have not 

ition between met but whose writing I 
lied nature of admire, wrote me an open 
ig companies letter. He ended it by saying: 
dated top man- "Oh. and good luck, Mary 

™JfrSneraHouse^maps. cSions were being taken 
WiJShe RovaJ Opera at within each performing com- 

pany, vrithoutreference to the 
the Royal Opera mannoerial nr financial conse- mc ivuy*** —-t-- |__ 
the closure prograi^e has 
shown, that is where people 
v/ant to hear it. 

But if you are not going 
down the radical route-and 
don’t be discouraged by the 
resistance to previous at- 
ST to make distmoiye 
shifts to artisne provision m 
Sidon - the only sensible 
Native is to strengthen 
wfouis already there. Englah 
National Opera can speak for 
itself. I would like to speak for 
^RpyalOperaHou^Uisa 

raservedUforfiyei^ 
and participated in it drrrctly 

mile over six months. It 
mistakes, cerramly. 

managerial or financial conse¬ 
quences of those decisions. In 
other words, 
those who were i 
taking decisions \J 
were not account- j 
able for the re- \ 
suits, and those 
who were ac¬ 
countable for the 
results did not 
have influence 
over the 
derisions. ' 

I told the ROH 
Board at the end » 
of October last S' 
year that it had to / 
choose whether to LS 
split into two _ 

have been given will require 
rather more luck than I had! 
You deserve it and I hope you 
get it 

Lto-0 

DEATH OF THE COUNTRYSIDE 
This weekend The Sunday Times Magazine, in a special issue, investigates 

the people destroying rural Britain and what can be done to save it 

THE SUNDAY TIMES IS THE SUNDAY PAPERS 
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A dear voice 
from above 
the parapet 

Magnus Linklater on why Dewar 

could do with a man like Campbell 

First. let us dispose of Sir 
Bernard Ingham. He is 
wheeled out these days 

as the trenchant, no-nonsense, 
wouldn't-have-happened-in- 
my-day voice of good sense 
and straight dealing- He at¬ 
tacks Alastair Campbell, the 
Prime Minister's press secre¬ 
tary, for criticising ministers, 
describing it as a disgraceful 
abuse of power by an unelect¬ 
ed official. He claims that if he. 
Sir Bernard, had dared to do 
the same during his time at 
Downing Street, he would 
have been fired. “If these 
ministers had the guts they 
were bom with, they would 
stand up to Mr Campbell and 
slap him down." he booms. 

This is humbug of a veiy 
high order. Not only did Sir 
Bernard, in his day. do much 
the same — excoriating Mar¬ 
garet Thatcher’s ministers 
when they stepped out of tine 
— he did it in a thoroughly 
underhand way. There was 
not much Yorkshire bluffness 
about the way he used to 
shelter behind the anonymity 
of the Downing Street lobby 
system, while ridiculing, for 
instance. Francis PynvLeader 
of the House, after he had 
made a rather gloomy speech 
about the economy. Mr Pym, 
we assumed, was not long for 
this Cabinet We 
were right 

Tony Blair’s press 
secretary need take 
no lessons in proto¬ 
col from Sir Ber¬ 
nard. This, after all. 
is the man who 
leant on a junior 
colleague to leak a 
memo from the Sol¬ 
icitor-General of the 
day during the Westland scan¬ 
dal in 1986. so that he would 
not have to do it himself — an 
action later condemned as a 
flagrant violation of the rules. 
At least Mr Campbell does 
what he does in the full glare 
of publicity. And no one 
doubts that when he does it. he 
is echoing the views of his 
Prime Minister. 

The fact is that he. like Sir 
Bernard in his day. reflects the 
character and policies of his 
boss, but unlike Sir Bernard, 
he is upon the parapet to catch 
the flak as well. Mr Campbell 
can turn on his critics, rough 
them up. complain and pontif¬ 
icate. using the jargon of the 
saloon bar rather than the 
coded language of the Cabinet 
room — and get away with it. 
Since those to whom he talks 
are, like him. journalists by 
trade, they understand the 
language he speaks, and the 
terms of engagement under 
which thqr ail operate. Mr 
Campbell it is who conjures a 
good headline out of an ano¬ 
dyne statement, steers them 
towards a promising angle, 
fills in the space between the 
lines of his leader's speech. 
Like God, he has all the best 
stories. 

Whether the reporters buy 
the line is, of course, up to 
them, but at least it is dear. In 
these days of 24-hour, global, 
news coverage, the spin-doctor 
has become as integral a part 
of government as ministers, 
and without him, politics can 
be uphill work — as Donald 
Dewar, the Scottish Secretary, 
is beginning to discover. He 
has no equivalent of Mr 
Campbell, and has taken some 
pride in speaking for himself, 
trusting that die message he 

has to convey is so well in tune 
with the mood of the public, 
that there is no need for an 
intermediary. His advisers are 
there to give background brief¬ 
ings, but not noticeably to 
bolster his image. 

Buoyed up by his massive 
election victory and tire tri¬ 
umph of the devolution refer¬ 
endum. Mr Dewar assumed 
that the run-up to a Scottish 
parliament would be plain 
sailing. He was wrong. A 
series of small but irritating 
public blunders, divisions 
within the party, and a few 
minor U-turns have given an 
impression of vacillation. A 
once friendly media have 
turned nasty. Unlike the 
London press, where Mr Blair 
still enjoys strong support and 
can count on favourable cover¬ 
age for the big policy an¬ 
nouncements. Scottish news¬ 
papers are now almost 
universally critical. As a re¬ 
sult. and within just a year of 
lairing office. Labour finds 
itself hard-pressed by the Scot¬ 
tish Nationalists, who have 
closed to within a few points in 
the opinion polls. 

And yet, there has been no 
fundamental change of policy. 
The big promises on Scottish 
autonomy have been more 
than fulfilled in the Scotland 

Bill currently mov¬ 
ing smoothly 
through Parlia¬ 
ment On health, 
education, employ¬ 
ment Scotland is 
performing no 
worse than else¬ 
where. One can de¬ 
tect no obvious 
“feel-bad" factor. 
Yet already com¬ 

mentators are beginning to 
predict that such is the swing 
of public opinion. Labours 
worst nightmare could be 
realised, and dissatisfaction 
could push Scotland over the 
brink to independence within 
a decade. All this may settle bade 

again, but only if the 
message is clarified, 

and Labour begins to get its 
act together again. At the 
moment, there is no obvious 
sign of that happening — 
indeed if anything the omens 
are looking bleak. The Editor 
of The Scotsman, who has 
been conspicuously hostile to 
the Dewar administration, is 
moving to the Daily Record, 
Scotland's largest circulation 
paper and once solidly pro- 
Labour. BBC Scotland, which 
has been relatively supportive, 
has been openly accused of 
pro-Labour bias and will now 
presumably seek to redress the 
balance. 

All this would be meat and 
drink to Mr Campbell or his 
equivalent—it is natural spin- 
doctor territory. If government 
policy is to be given a fair wind 
in the teeth of media hostility, 
then a bareknuckle fighter, in 
tiie shape of a high-profile 
press secretary, might be just 
what is needed. Perhaps if Mr 
Campbell is otherwise en¬ 
gaged, Sir Bernard might be 
persuaded out of retirement. It 
was, after all. he who once 
defended his trade by saying: 
“If by news management you 
mean 1 seek to present the case 
for the policies and measures 
of the Government I serve, as 
effectively as possible, I plead 
guilty a thousand, nay 10.000 
times." 

At least 

Campbell 

acts in the 

full glare 

of publicity 

R£B(?ANDIN6 BRITAIN 

Spin over substance 
The gap between public relations and 

Britain’s reality has become absurd 

Who is going to butter our 
parsnips? Not this Gov¬ 
ernment. This week the 
contrast between public 

relations and reality has become 
ludicrous. It is the week in which 
Britain has lost Rolls-Royce cars, one 
of the greatest of our national brand 
names. Not much cause for self- 
congratulation there, one might 
think. It is also the week in which 25 
trendy personalities, including the 
man who resprayed the tail fins of 
British Airways aircraft to make 
then look like the 1960s wine labels 
for Chateau Mouton Rothschild, 
have been established as Panel 2000 
to rebrand Britain into “Cool Britan¬ 
nia". Cool Britannia is certainly not 
going to be riding in a Rolls-Royce. 

It has also been the week when the 
Downing Street press officer, still 
only a minor figure in world history, 
was discovered addressing a Secre¬ 
tary of State in peremptory terms 
which would have been offensive if 
used to an office boy. Who does this 
man Campbell think he is? All he 
seems to be good at is supressio veri 
and suggestio falsi. He has his 
supressio veri hat. in which he is the 
Government's chief information of¬ 
ficer. or has some grand title, and his 
suggestio falsi hat, in which he is the 
chief press spokesman for the Labour 
Party. We are told that he is 
important because the Prime Minis¬ 
ter would rather talk to him than to 
his ministers. Considering the senior 
ministers include such loyal triends 
as Robin Cook, that is understand¬ 
able. But it is not government 

Auberon Waugh, who has a good 
eye for the absurd, has discovered a 
recent statement by the Prime Minis- 
ter which summarises some of what 
is going wrong. I had missed it, 
though I have subsequently read the 
whole article- Last Sunday the Prime 
Minister was discussing an urgent 
problem of state: what on earth is to 
go into tiie Millennium Dome? A 
good question. He wrote “We are 
forging a new patriotism focused on 
the potential we can fulfil in the 
future ... it is about being modem 
and forward-thinking and believing 
in the future." 

One can turn these phrases over 
and over in one’s mind, with ever 
increasing joy; they have a surrealist 
lade of meaning. Did any man ever 
write, or allow some underling to 
write for him. so preposterous a 
series of gaseous vapidities? “Patrio¬ 
tism," as Nurse Edith Cavell said, “is 
not enough." The Prime Minister 

agrees. Patriotism is rather old hah 
devoting ones life to the service of 
one's country sounds positively 
Victorian. 

So in place of patriotism we must 
be given something else. What is it to 
be? We are a “new Labour" Govern¬ 
ment; we are governing a “new 
Britain"; we have a “new monarchy". 
We should have “new patriotism". 

What is this “new patriotism” to 
be? It must be based on something, 
some ideal “A new patriotism for a 
new Britain." perhaps that would do? 
But we ought to take it a bit further 
than that. There is always the future. 
New Labour be¬ 
lieves in the future, 
whether or not the 
future will believe 
in new Labour. The 
past is full of horri¬ 
ble things like trade 
unions, socialism 
and hereditary 
peers, all of which 
new Labour is against Down with 
the past 

Yet the future could itself be a bit 
dangerous, because we do not yet 
know exactly what is going to 
happen. So perhaps it would be safer 
to write, “the potential of the future". 
“Focus" is also a good word; we have 
had all these focus groups who tell us 
what our policy ought to be. So the 
sentence emerges horn the collective 
subconscious of the new Labour 
apparatus. “We are forging a new 
patriotism focused on the potential 
we can fulfil in the future.” Alastair 
Campbell had the right word for H. 
This is the higher “C.RA.P". This is 
what it means to be “modem and 
forward-thinking and believing in 
the future”. 

Policy, of course, is another matter. 
In opposition, policy was quite easy. 
All new Labour had to do was to find 
out what people wanted and promise 
to give it to them. The basic promise 
was to reform the Health Service, 
reform education and reform the 
welfare state, and do all that without 
putting up taxes. That is Labour’s 
contract with Britain. Direct tax rates 
have not been raised, though other 
taxes have been; otherwise the con¬ 
tract has been largely a succession of 
non-events. The Health Service wait¬ 
ing lists are longer, not shorter. The 

last Budget was one of those which 
was appraised at the time and 
forgotten a week later. Gordon 
Brown emasculated Frank Field's 
welfare proposals, which emerged as 
pious platitudes not as the great 
reform that was promised. 

One of these non-events was even 
labelled a non-event by the Chancel¬ 
lor himself. The big economic policy 
decision last Tuesday was 
GordonBrown’s statement to the 
Treasury Select Committee that he 
was not going to do anything about 
the “soaraway” pound. The pound is 
at its highest level for ten years. So for 

as export manufac¬ 
turers are 1 con¬ 
cerned that is Far 
too high. The Bar 
varian company 
BMW owns Rover 
and is buying Rolls- 
Royce — though 
Volkswagen may 
still put in another 

bid. Rover has just announced a £92 
million loss, made before the latest 
rise in the pound. The Rover Chair¬ 
man, Dr Walter Hasselkus, said in 
Munich on Tuesday: “The British 
Government does not appreciate the 
problems with the pound. They say 
the export industry is in good shape. 
They have not the foggiest idea of the 
scale of the problem. It is not 
impossible to contemplate Rovers 
befog built abroad. It would be 
Germany or the USA." That is not 
good news for new Britain. 

The greatest mistake the Thatcher 
administration made was to allow 
die pound to rise to non-competitive 
levels during the early 1980s. That 
devastated large areas of British 
manufacturing industry, which have 
never recovered. Now we are again 
airing the argument that the squeeze 
on manufacturing can be offset by the 
prosperity of the service sector. The 
Labour Party used to attack that 
view: Harold Wilson use to talk of the 
“candy floss economy”. Manufactur¬ 
ing generates export; without these 
export earnings, domestic service 
businesses will not prosper in the 
long run. A manufacturing recession, 
such as Dr Hasselkus is forecasting, 
will only mean higher un¬ 
employment 

Labour’s constitutional reforms 

have more substance to them, but 
they too are looking troublesome. 
Perhaps the House of Lords is not an 
electoral issue, but the quango House 
which seems to be proposed will, if 
anything, be less satisfactory than the 
hereditary one. The Welsh Assembly 
will be neither here nor there, though 
it will be located in Cardiff. The 
Scottish voters, including half of 
Scotland's remaining Tories, seem 
already to be convinced that devolu¬ 
tion is a halfway house to indepen¬ 
dence. which is what John Major 
always said it would be. 

Even Europe is not looking good 
for new Labour. Perhaps if Gordon 
Brown had had his way. Britain 
would have voted to enter the single 
currency in our post-election mood. 
Taken quickly that might have 
worked. But now it is impossible. To 
join the single currency at over DM3 
to the pound would be industrial 
suicide for Britain, as Dr Hasselkus 
could tell us. For the present that 
option is gone. 

The opinion polls still suggest that 
Tony Blair’s Government is a stun¬ 
ning success; that is indeed the mood 
of the country as the Government 
passes the breakwater and moves out 
of the harbour into the open sea. Yet 
there is no political situation more 
dangerous than the first impact of 
reality on exaggerated expectations. In May of last year, the elector¬ 

ate was thoroughly tired of the 
Tories and was attracted by 
Labour, by Tony Blairs pleas¬ 

ant personality, and his skilftilly 
crafted policies, which amounted to 
new benefits without new costs. Now 
the real policy issues are having to be 
faced, in Scotland, in Europe, in 
economic and currency polity, in 
health, in welfare. 

Many governments go through 
this painful shock; some recover. The 
Clinton Administration suffered a 
devastating defeat in the mid-term 
elections of 1994. and still recovered 
to win re-election in 1996. Yet Labour 
must move out of the mode of 
opposition and into that of govern¬ 
ment Britain is passed the point at 
which it is the adjectives which count 
“New", “modern", “forward-think¬ 
ing" now do more harm than good. 
The Millennium Dome itself is a 
disastrous symbol of the tendency to 
prefer shadow to substance. What 
matters from now on will be good 
policies, good ministers, good results. 
The game has changed, and the 
Government has to change with it 

Bye-bye babes 
THE Medieval Baches, a ooven of 
musical witches who perform an¬ 
cient a capella works, have been 
banned by John Prescon from a 
meeting of international ministers. 
The Baebes, a dozen London girls 
dressed in fetching white outfits 
and instructed by the marketing 
men to sing in Latin, were due to 
perform for G8 environment min¬ 
isters this weekend — until word of 
their eventful backgrounds 
reached the deputy PM. After his 
drenching by the anarchic pop 
group Chumbawamha he has 
plumped for jazz instead. 

The ministers will meet in the 
tranquil setting of Leeds Castle in 
Kent, and will be treated to a 
Prescon-hosted party on Saturday. 
The chanteuses were chosen as the 
face of modem British music 
(perversely really, since they 
specialise in 13th-century choral 
songs). But then their CVs arrived: 
the land’s official publicity 
describes one singer. Marie, as “a 
convicted drug-dealer who lives 
with a sperm donor in North 
London", while their leader, Kath¬ 
erine. doubles apparently as a 
stripper fa East End puhs. Others 
fodude a drama student, a model, 
a comedy writer, a designer and a 

Belgian nanny. All daim to have 
used witchcraft Their slinky white 
dresses and stockinged thighs were 
perfect for the new. sexed-up 
dum bed-down classical music 
world of Vanessa Mae and Linda 
Brava. But Prescott sensitive mor¬ 
alist and aesthete, deemed it de 
trap. Angela Merkel, a prominent 
German Green, might agree. 

The Baebes have been told that 
Prescott does not think they are 
"suitable" and the National Jazz 
Youth Orchestra will play instead. 
“The Baebes were just one of the 
many options we were consider¬ 
ing." say5 a Prescott aide. “He has 

always been a bit of a jazz man." 
Very Cool Britannia. 

• THE difficulty of dealing with 
Americans. Sir Elton John and Sir 
Tim Rice are bashing out a 
musical, with the help of £10 
million from Disney. The British 

tunesmiths have penned a unique 
version of Verdi's Aida, the tale of 
an Egyptian general's doomed 
love for his Ethiopian slave. Mich¬ 
ael Eisner, head of Disney, reject¬ 
ed the title as Aida was “too 
gloonty and hard for Americans to 
pronounce". The show opens in 
September, under the uplifting 
name Elaborate Lives. Sounds 
Mickey Mouse to me. 

Dispiriting... 
WANTED: plutocrats with faith. 
The Millennium Dome is to moke 
a desperate cash appeal for the 
Spirit Level, the religious display 
in the Greenwich jamboree. The 
challenging task of finding spiritu¬ 
al businessmen has become ur¬ 

gent: the other 11 themed zones in¬ 
side the Dome are set to acquire 
sponsorship (half the £150 million 
needed to fund the show has been 
found). The religious content of the 
Dome has proved hugely divisive. 
In a woolly compromise it will pay 
homage to Christianity, while also 
representing a rag bag of New Age 
“anything goes” spiritual beliefe. 
Peter Mandelson, Dome minister, 
will be hugely embarrassed if his 
collection box remains empty. Now 
a homogeneous gang including Sir 
J Paul Getty. Cat Stevens (as was), 
the Hinduja brothers, the Reich- 
manns and Richard Eyre are all 
likely to be approached. Perhaps 
there is room in the temple for 
money-lenders after all. 

• THE prise attraction at a cele¬ 
bration of British creativity at 
Horse Guards Parade, to be visit¬ 
ed by Tony Blair today, is the Oao- 
pod. Its creators claim it is “the 
first robot to teach itself as it goes 
along". Whips are urging Labour 
MPs to pay close attention. 

Ball bounced 
ZOE BALL, the screachy disc jock¬ 
ey (pictured), has been rebuffed. 
She shimmered, ticketiess, (o Lon¬ 
don’s Blue Note, a trendy sort of 
nighlspoL to watch Jarvis Cocker 
(pop icon) spin disks in aid of the 

Big Issue Foundation on Tuesday 
night. Told she would have to join 
the large queue "like everyone else” 
she said she couldn't be bothered to 
wait, and flounced off. Wise. She 
might not have enjoyed that sickly 
cocktail (pop and politics). Cocker 
ventured: “I’m doing the Govern¬ 
ment’s job for it by raising money 
for the homeless. "1 look forward to 
Mr Cocker inviting the homeless to 
live with him, like my friend Mr 
Prescott at Admiralty Arch. 

Jasper Gerard Making mischief: some of the Medieval Baebes banished by John Prescott from his castle bash 

Putting 
poetiy 

in motion 
Vaclav Havel on 

an alliance built 

on solidarity 

We have come a long way 
from those poetic, buoyant, 
and euphoric days that 

followed communism's fall: those 
days of new liberties and enormous 
hopes. Eight years latCT. the enthusi¬ 
asm. self-sacrifice and solidarity have 
long vanished — at least in my 
country. We now live in a harsh 
reality, when the vices engraved by 
decades of communism have sur¬ 
faced. and we are often unable to deal 
with them. 

These changes do not mean every¬ 
thing is returning to the old tracks. 
On the contrary, what was once a 
beautiful dream - which we naively 
expected to become reality overnight 
— is beginning to materialise, despite 
the difficulties. The process is no 
longer perceived as a miracle, but 
accepted as a matter of course. 

In those years when we “dissi¬ 
dents" resisted totalitarian rule, we 
all probably agreed that one objective 
was dissolution of the Warsaw Pact, 
that instrument of Soviet imperial 
power. We were less clear about what 

I new type of European collective 
[ security should be created. Many 

perceived Nato as a kind of Warsaw 
Pact twin, established so that the 
democracies could protect themselves 
against the spread of Communist 
power, a twin that would lose its 
raison d’etre once the adversary 
disappeared. A new pan-European 
security alliance was conceived as a 
replacement, with the more naive 
among us believing that in the new 
democratic era. security alliances no 
longer mattered. 

Gradually, reason prevailed- Nato 
needed to change if it was not to 
become a ridiculous club of Cold War 
veterans. Incorporating the new de¬ 
mocracies would make Nato a pan- 
European instrument of collective 
defence. Europe would face the 
prospect of life in peace, security and 
freedom. 

Czech Republic, die first three post 
Communist countries to join the 
alliance, can be useful members onl) 
if important defence system change; 
are implemented- Our security anc 
armed forces laws must meet Nate 
standards. Our commanders must be 
trained differently, our armed forces 
restructured, and our armaments 
gradually modernised. 

All this will be costly, but less sc 
than an isolated defence, an isolation 
doomed to fail. These issues are now 
the subject of daily political discus¬ 
sion. Still. I believe they are not the 
most vital ones we face. 

The term alliance can mean two or 
more countries joining forces to face a 
potential enemy more efficiently: or. 
to invade and gain control over some 
other country. The structure of such 
an alliance is principally dosed — it is 
a structure in which power is more 
important than value. Such alliances 
can be composed of countries with 
very different political systems; they 
are not allied by shared values, bul 
by their interest in maintaining or 
strengthening their power for their 
own protection, or worse, for 
expansion. 

An alliance such as Nato is and 
must be different. It must be an 
alliance designed to protect shared 
values—for human rights, the rule oi 
law. democracy, freedom of expres¬ 
sion and a market economy, U is an 
alliance designed to protea not only 
national sovereignty or geopolitical 
interests, but to protea certain kinds 
of human culture and civilisation. 
The principal bond of such an 
alliance is solidarity. 

I firmly believe this is how Nato 
sees itself - as an alliance of 
solidarity of those with common 
values. It would be quite difficult to 
imagine somebody respecting hu¬ 
man rights and freedom only in his 
or her own country. Openness and 
the principle of solidarity belong to 
the very substance of Nato and, as 
such, they are rooted in the text of the 
Washington Treaty that opened the 
door to the alliance’s expansion. 

Nato membership is not mere 
security protection, the price of which 
is a sad obligation to be ready to 
protea another country in return for 
its readiness to protea us. For me, 
Nato is an expression of spirit. The 
spirit of love for freedom, of solidari- 
£ °w,,l pLmiea °ur common 
ajltura! wealth, the spirit of alliance 

Srn^fPOrlUni5UCbUtemphaIi- 

becontrary to the 
spmt of this alliance, and to the 
pnnaple of ’^ openness if. content 

,°U[ own "Station, we forgot 
about three who have not bSn 

Com™tflsense tells us ihai 

bl ^£rSri dfte ?°umries cannot be acceptaj simultaneously that 
would probably cause the affiance's 
collapse Still. Nato is open t Jl 
Euro-Atlantic democracies: it is not 

This can happen only if the nmeese 
of enlargement and tramforn^f^ 
jtoes hand in hand with strengthen" 
£g a Partnership with lhe SJS. 
Federation. Eighteen 
land introduce! ihe'wS^JS? P'V 
"ilh a capital “S"inta?£ F,,dan* 
lhe 20th century, Todav NatoV^ 
must also be Solidarity COre 

Vaclav Havel is the Czech President. 
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A ROCKY SUMMIT 
Europe has a direct stake in Asia’s recovery 

The Europe-Asian dialogue was inaugura¬ 
ted two ye^s ago in booming Bangkok, with 
the aim of raising the European Union's 
collective profile, and export markets, in the 
world's most dynamic economic region. It 
was a polite, largely content-free event. How 
little groundwork for close cooperation was 
actually laid was demonstrated last sum¬ 
mer, when European governments played 
tittle more than the role of “attendant lords" 
m the drama of Asia's financial meltdown 
The second such meeting, which opens in 
London today in dramatically changed 
circumstances, urgently needs to progress 
beyond conventional diplomatic courtesies. 

It may not do so. Asia's anxious leaders 
have shed the complacency that was apt to 
colour their attitude to jobless, recession- 
plagued Europe. They are keen to engage 
European governments more actively in 
their difficult fight back to economic health. 
Bur in European capitals, attention may 
already be wandering again. 

The world's leading stock markets appear 
to have ridden out the typhoon- The impres¬ 
sion is abroad that the global impact of the 
Asian crisis will after all be minor and that 
the IMF's rescue packages should suffice to 
restore confidence, restructure Asia’s rotten 
financial sectors and cure the Asian ills of 
crony capitalism. Two years ago. the EU 
was proclaiming its determination that Asia 
should be less of an American lake. Now, 
when Asian reform requires tough bargain¬ 
ing as well as generous help, European 
governments may be tempted to leave the 
thankless task to Washington and Tokyo. 

If this summit does little more than lay out 
the red carpet for Zhu Rongji, who is making 
his international debut as China's new 
Prime Minister, it will be a missed oppor¬ 
tunity. Europe must be realistic about its 
limited influence. But there are some things 
that need to be said clearly and in unison. 

The first is that Europe understands that 
Asia will have to export its way out of 
trouble, and will put no protective barriers 
in its way. This is important, because West¬ 
ern manufacturers will scream for help next 
year, when the impact of Asia's currency 
devaluations and collapsed domestic de¬ 
mand works iis way fully into trade figures.- 

The best remedy is not protectionism, but 
a concerted effort to revive Asian demand. 
Bui the commitment to open markets, for 
investment as well as trade, needs to be 
mutual. South Korean factories have shed 
478.000 jobs since February 1 and jobs are 
still being lost at the rate of 10,000 a day. 
President Kim Dae Jung sees direct foreign 
investment as vital to generating new 
sources of jobs and reviving growth and 
consumption- His determination to open up 
South Korea’s hitherto unwelcoming mar¬ 
kets, emphasised in his interview with The 
Times on page 16, is the sort of polity 
revolution that deserves active support. And, 
as he says. European expertise in banking 
and financial sectors could be as important 
to Asia as its money. 

The second thing to make clear is that the 
EU is fully as insistent as the US that Asian 
governments must co-operate with the IMF. 
That message applies with particular force 
to Indonesia. Japan may be right that such 
firmness could entail risks to political 
stability, but Japan itself is a lesson that 
postponing reforms only magnifies prob¬ 
lems down the road. Japan comes to this 
summit sharply critical of Europe’s semi¬ 
detachment from Asia's crisis. But until 
Japan takes the action necessary to end its 
own needlessly prolonged recession, Asia’s 
prospects are bleak- All Tony Blair's 
presentational skills will be needed when he 
comes to the chairman’s summary; but he 
should resist the very Asian temptation to 
leave the unpalatable unsaid. 

BEYOND OUR KEN 
Blair should relax about Livingstone’s chances 

The contest for the elected Mayor of London 
looks set to stir up a nest of internal 
contradictions at the heart of Tony Blairs 
administration. On the one hand, the Prime 
Minister has been surprisingly unselfish in 
political terms by handing out power to 
Scotland, Wales and London. On the other, 
he is desperate to control the process 
whereby the candidate for mayor is selected 
His nightmare is that Ken Livingstone wins 
the mayoralty and proves as painful a 
scourge to this Government as he was to 
Margaret Thatchers. 

Britain has traditionally been one of the 
most centralised states in the Western world 
Political tensions between Westminster and 
local government have been used as an 
excuse to neuter councils or abolish them 
altogether. Now, though, Britons will have 
to become used to public arguments, both 
between politicians of different parties and 
politicians of the same party. It is the latter 
that Mr Blair so fears. If Mr Livingstone 
won the election and set up his London 
administration as an alternative to new 
Labour, he would not only make the party 
look divided; he might even be tempted to 
use the mayoralty as a launchpad for the 
Labour leadership. 

This is why the Blair camp is so keen to 
find a candidate who could beat Mr 
Livingstone in Labour’s primary election. So 
far three have been mooted, bur none is a 
match for the former leader of the GLG 
Both Glenda Jackson and Trevor Phillips 
are too bland, and Frank Dobson is too Old 
London. Step forward, then, Chris Smith. 
MP for Islington South and Finsbury, 
intelligent, cultured and popular. 

Mr Smith’s homosexuality could help to 
establish his anti-establishment credentials 
in a primary contest with Mr Livingstone. 

He is younger, more modem and more 
cosmopolitan than Mr Dobson and, al¬ 
though he is hardly old Labour, neither is he 
an obvious Blairite. A move to the mayoralty 
could boost his career, which is flagging a 
little in national politics. And it would 
provide a neat symmetry if a Scottish 
Cabinet minister became First Minister of 
Scotland, the Welsh Secretary ran the Welsh 
assembly, and Mr Smith, a London Cabinet 
minister, became mayor of London. 

Symmetry, however, can sometimes be 
begirilingly inappropriate. There is no 
reason why London's mayor should come 
from the current Cabinet, or even from the 
Parliamentary Labour Party. Many Lon¬ 
doners would prefer a complete outsider. 
Richard Branson may not want the job. but 
there must be other candidates who could 
both excite voters and raise the profile of the 
capital in adventurous ways. 

For now, though, the Prime Minister can 
afford to be more relaxed about Mr 
Livingstone. He should resist trying to force 
the former GLC leader off the primary 
shortlist, Instead he should let Mr Living¬ 
stone run on his record. Most Londoners 
will remember cheap Tube fares with 
fondness. They may be less keen on Mr 
Livingstone’s flirtation with Sinn Fein and 
the ruthlessness with which he deposed the 
leader of the Labour group. 

And should the “worst” happen, and Mr 
Livingstone won, he would be likely to 
discredit his brand of Jeft-wingery by putting 
it into practice. It would be a pity for the 
office of mayor if the first incumbent were a 
failure. But Mr Blair should remain 
confident that, when there is political 
diversity, the best policies tend to win. 
Competition is as healthy in politics as in 
other walks of life. 

RUSH TO JUDGMENT 
The Russell case is neither settled nor simple 

tie was so cruel and the compensa- 
zms so callous. It was therefore 
andable that national sympathy 
out to Josie Russell in the light of the 
awarded by the Criminal Injuries 
isation Authority (CICA). Every 
figure who had the opportunity 
ly, from the Home Secretary down, 
?d amazement at the amount and 
haun Russell to appeal against the 
he was offered for post-traumatic 
[his concern is well-founded: but if 
; criticism to be made, it is of 
ient which shaped present arrange- 
lot the authority that administers 
thin a tight framework. 
mi offered so far relates exclusively 
lath of Josie’s mother. These awards 
three parts: a flat-rate for the death 
ixed formula to compensate for loss 
tal services” until the age of IS. and a 

maiy figure to cover 
n regard to financial provision for a 

lie GICA enjoyed no infl<uenoe^over 
t two elements- The final one is 
:nt on a means-tested ass^sment- 
ver. Josie will also be able to seek 
for the horrific injuries she suffered. 

U involve a specific sum for 
recompense for the 
[ in her medical treatment and an 

|ine toassfet with loss ofearnmgs 
l from long-term damage. AM^ugh 
ist two provisions are related 
it is a reasonable assumption tha 

she will receive rather more than £18500. 
The eventual sum may be sizeable but it will 
not be enormous. It certainly will not match 
the compensation that would have come for 
the same loss and wounds from medical 
malpractice or an insurance policy. The 
comparison, though, is misleading, There is 
no evidence dial culpable negligence ly the 
Stale or the taxpayer triggered the fateful 
assault on the Russell family. That notion 
would require an extraordinary (and un¬ 
attractive) ruling that the Government was 
on all occasions responsible for every action 

of each citizen. 
In an ideal world, people like Josie would 

claim money from their attackers. In reality, 
the criminally psychopathic and the in¬ 
dependently affluent are usually exclusive 
castes. The current compensation scheme is 
a limited system in which the public purse 
provides some assistance to victims of 
violent crime. It is obviously right that it 
does so but it cannot be an open-ended effort 

Nor can it operate on discretion alone, or 
dispense money on the basis of injury 
regardless of income. The parsimonious 
payments introduced by the Conservatives 
were m reaction to rapidly rising expen¬ 
diture. It can be argued that the flat-rate 
pavouts should be larger. They dearly 
should be uprated with inflation. The time 
involved in tackling claims seems excessive. 
But it would be wise to wait a tittle longer 
before condemning outright the entire 
victims' compensation structure. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
l Pennington Street London El 9XN Telephone 0171-7S2 5000 

Malaise’ in British football culture Support role of TA 
essential to Army 
From Mr Julian Brazier, MP for 
Canterbury [Conservative] 

Sir, Your leading article on ihe Terri¬ 
torial Army (“Awkward squad” 
March 26: see also letters. March IS 
and 24) is right to point out the danger 
of all-professional forces becoming 
culturally isolated from the wider 
community. There is. however, an 
equally important reason for main¬ 
taining well-trained reserve combat 
units; sustainability. 

The Falklartds and Gulf wars were 
both fought over open, unpopulated 
terrain. This has encouraged planners 
framing the Strategic Defence Review 
lo return to the assumption, mooted 
before every war since 1815. that the 
next war will be over quickly and 
without heavy casualties. The un¬ 
happy experiences of ihe US in Viet¬ 
nam and Russia in Afghanistan and 
Chechnya appear to have taught us 
nothing. 

We may need to project power 
against determined resistance into 
more difficult terrain — perhaps into 
Iraq itself or (he growing concrete 
jungle of the southern Mediterranean 
littoral. Our highly professional, but 
small and expensive, regular forces 
would need a rapid expansion which 
could only be provided by reserve 
combat units, not just a few individual 
reinforcements. 

The US makes proportionately a far 
heavier use of (less costly) reserves. In 
1090,90,000 volunteer reservists were 
deployed to the Gulf, including two 
National Guard artillery brigades 
and the highest-scoring tank unit in 
the allied forces, the 4th US Marine 
Reserve Armoured Battalion. 

Recruiting is parlous for our regu¬ 
lar infantry anyway. Fewer and fewer 
youngsters know anyone who has 
worn a uniform: a further reduction in 
our pitifully small reserves and their 
associated cadet units will do nothing 
to raise the profile of the Army in the 
community. 

This is no time to disband TA com¬ 
bat units to fund a few extra regular 
posts which it may not prove possible 
to fill. 

Faithfully, 
JULIAN BRAZIER. 
House of Commons. 
March 27. 

Commons traditions 
From Sir Carol Mather 

Sir, I refer to your Political Correspon¬ 
dent's comments on the State Opening 
of Parliament [report “Parliament's 
pomp spared reform", March 30; see 
also fetter, March 31J. 

Contrary to his belief, there is no 
“bizarre practice" of a government 
whip spending part of the day held 
hostage by Buckingham Palace in ex¬ 
change for the Queen's safe return. 

The whip in question is fulfilling his 
dual role as Vice Chamberlain of the 
Household, and does not get a bottle 
of gin for services rendered. 

I am sure that Tony Blair appre¬ 
ciates the value of this link between 
Crown. Government and Parliament, 
which may seem arcane to the casual 
observer, but which serves a very 
useful purpose. 

Yours faithfully. 
CAROL MATHER. 
Oddington House, 
Moreton-in-Marsh, 
Gloucestershire GL56 OUP. 
March 30. 

CPS in a spin? 
From the Head of Communications, 
Crown Prosecution Service 

Sir. 1 take issue with Frances Gibb's 
interpretation of our reasons for in¬ 
structing internal communications 
consultants (report, “DPP under fire 
hires defender", March 31). 

My reason for initiating this policy 
is to make sure that the 6,000 CPS 
staff in England and Wales get the 
facts about the content of the Glide- 
well report into the CPS on the day of 
publication and do not learn about it 
second-hand from the media. 

This is good management practice, 
particularly when change is immi¬ 
nent, from an organisation which 
cares about its people. 

Any "spin” will come from the 
media, not from us. 

Yours faithfully, 
LYN SALISBURY, 
Head of Communications, 
Crown Prosecution Service, 
50 Ludgate Hill. EC4M 7EX. 
March 31. 

Diplomatic language 
Front Mr Bernard Kaukas 

Sir, As regards the facility of the 
English to speak French (letters, 
March 2?). according to H. Crabbe- 
Robinson'S diaty entry for December 
15. 18%. Prince Menemich said to 
Lord Dudley: 
"You are Ihe only Englishman I know who 
speaks good French. It is remarked the 
common people in Vienna speak better 
ihan the educated man in London." 

“That may well be," said Lord Dudley. 
"Your Highness should recall that Buona¬ 
parte has not been twice in London to teach 
them." 

No doubt tha t little exchange was in 
French selon fusage diplomatique 
habituel. 

Yours faithfully. 
BERNARD KAUKAS, 
13 Lynwood Road, Ealing, W5 UQ. 
March 27. 

From Mr Haydn Middleton 

Sir. I cannot draw the same conclu¬ 
sions as Keith Blackmore (article. 
“Footloose with the facts". March 3Ij 
from rhe reporting of Saturdays vio¬ 
lence at the football grounds of Gil¬ 
lingham and Barnsley. Although 
superficially the "yoking" of ihe wo 
events was done fur reasons of “sensa¬ 
tionalism". at a deeper level both were 
representative of a malaise in British 
football culture of which the millions 
who currently watch only from their 
armchairs may be unaware. 

I have been unending matches in 
England and Wales for over thirty 
years — latterly with young children 
— and the prospect of'something un¬ 
acceptable happening has never been 
far away. The prevailing atmosphere 
at the vast majority of matches is ugly, 
foul-mouthed, aggressively partisan 
and profoundly unsportsmanlike. 

Football administrators congratu¬ 
late themselves that, by’ and large, no 
one dies at games any more and that 
hooliganism is a thine of the past. But 
still those of us who enjoy the game fur 
the game are regularly exposed in the 
debased behaviour of grown men fof 
all social classes) whose ludicrous pos¬ 
turing and attitudes have been given a 
spurious legitimacy by voguish senti¬ 
mental literarure which might not go 
so far as to condone football violence 
bur which presents iu occasional 
eruption as the regrettable but under¬ 
standable price of "passion". 

As a nation, our threshold Df toler¬ 
ance has been far too high for far too 
long. In the original account of the 
trouble at Gillingham (repons, 
March 30), amid alfthe usual hand- 
wringing over policing inadequacies, 
the fact that rival supporters “spent 
much of the afternoon clawing at 
metal fenring to get at each other" was 
mentioned almost as an inevitability. 

Saturday March 28 was a bad day 
for football. In my view a good day 
would be more newsworthy. 

Yours faithfully. 
HAYDN MIDDLETON. 
24 Chestnut Avenue. 
Headington. Oxford 0X3 9JH. 
March 31. 

From Mr Tim Harris 

Sir, 1 find the sentiment of Keith 
Blackmore’s article difficult to agree 
with. Although it is true that football 
has become a political (and former 
politician's) cause celebre, and that a 
lot of coverage by the television and 
printed media is sensationalised, 1 
think it is hard to see Saturday's 
events as representing anything other 

Future of museums 
From the Chairman of the Museums 
and Galleries Commission 

Sir. The Royal Academy exhibition 
Art Treasures of England (review, 
January 20] is a celebration of foe rich¬ 
ness and variety of museums and gal¬ 
leries throughout England and has 
already attracted over 90,000 visitors 
since it opened in January. Although 
it represents only a small part of foe 
wide range of their collections, foe ex¬ 
hibition has reawakened an aware¬ 
ness of the quality of our regional mu¬ 
seums. At foe same rime it has high¬ 
lighted the need to ensure their future 
throughout foe UK. 

Many of them are suffering from 
severe financial pressures which now 
threaten their core services, including 
the care and conservation oF these rich 
collections, foe increasingly lively role 
played by museums in all as pans of 
education and their function as cen¬ 
tres of scholarship and research. Mr 
Mark Barrington-Ward rites (letter, 
March 24) foe example of Bowes 
Museum at Barnard Castle. 

At the end of the !9fo century ii 
would have been possible to reflect 

Indian ‘dancing bears’ 
From Colonel Charles H. Wilson 
[retd] 

Sir. It was pleasing to read Mrs Den¬ 
ise Hirst'S plea on behalf of Indian 
“dandng bears" (letter, March 26). 

As beys in foe 1930s in the fort at 
Allahabad my friends and I were en¬ 
tranced by the visits of foe dancing 
bears. The bear-keeper used to chant 
"Nautch kam balu, paisa millinga" 
(dance bear and earn money). Since 
those days I have harboured the im¬ 
pression that we. the Europeans, kept 
foe dancing bears in business because 
foe natives were too poor to find the 
pice (less than a farthing, old cur¬ 
rency) when foe hat was passed 
round, and that foe “entertainment" 
had died with foe Raj. 

It was only on a visit to India in 
recent years when I saw more dancing 
bears than ever before that J was dis¬ 
abused of this impression. The Indian 
guide explained that foe custom was 
widespread, that the bears were the 
only means of support for the families 
of their itenerant owners, and that the 
practice went back to antiquity, being 
passed down from-father to son. 

Rather than abstain from visiting 
India until this cruelty is stopped, Mrs 
Hirst — perhaps with foe aid of foe 
World Wide Fund for Nature and 
even of foe National Lottery — might 
help to find alternative means of sup¬ 
port for these poverty-stricken people 
and, ipso facto, their dancing bears. 

Yours faithfully, 
CHARLES WILSON. 
Fbxhills, 70 Long Road. 
Framingham Earl, 
Norwich NR14 7RZ. 
March 26. 

than a “bad day for football* 
What worries me is foe wav football 

people, players, managers. 'TV pun¬ 
dits and so on. want to blame these 
persistent occurrences on everyone 
and everything but themselves:’ foe 
problems at Barnsley were the ref¬ 
erees fault: the trouble at Gillingham 
was the police's or the stewards' fault; 
hooliganism is society* problem, etc. 

Football must start to take some res¬ 
ponsibility for the problems it attracts. 
Like all other businesses and sports, it 
exists in an imperfect society, where 
people set thrills from violence. Ils 
duty is to do all it can to keep its image 
clean, and protect foe people who play 
it. support it. as well as referee it. 

Yours faithfully. 
TIM HARRIS. 
19a Crescent Road, 
Wokingham. Berkshire RG4Q 2DB. 
March'S!. 

From .Mr Shaun Bulls 

Sir. 1 read with dismay the tone taken 
by some of your reports (March 30) 
about foe supposed rcrum of football 
violence, [fit’s not sociologists profess¬ 
ing a Marxist dissatisfaction with the 
game, then it’s media types hatching 
dark rumours of a resurgent, hooligan 
movement. 

The violence at foe weekend should 
not be taken out of context. If force 
players from foe same side are dismis¬ 
sed' for schoolboy misdemeanours 
while playing Liverpool when prem¬ 
iership survival is at stake then there 
is only one probable outcome. If op¬ 
posing fans leave foe game in tandem, 
trouble flares and there is a death, 
surely this is foe result of inept, naive 
policing and tragic chance. 

it has always been football's nature 
to evoke tribalism, passion and a 
sense of belonging, as anyone watch¬ 
ing in the “dark days" of foe Seventies 
and Eighties will readily testify. Foot¬ 
ball violence is as old as the game it¬ 
self, even if the contemporary version 
has disappeared underground and 
away from the ground. English foot¬ 
ball is still in the ascendancy despite 
foe increasingly negative and pessi¬ 
mistic press. 

The game has greater enemies than 
any imaginary far-right movement 
or designer-clad, mobile-phone-using 
super hooligan. Pay-per-view, tackles 
from behind and greed-driven ticket 
allocations are foe real evil. 

Yours faithfully, 
SHAUN BUTTS, 
30 Norfogate, 
Basfbrd, Nottingham NG7 7HB. 

with pride on the success of foe part¬ 
nership of municipal foresight and 
private benefaction which created 
many of these museums. Is it too 
much to hope that at foe end of the 
20th century similar partnerships, 
guided and encouraged by central 
government, and with foe additional 
bonus of lottery funds, might ensure 
foe future of this legacy for genera¬ 
tions to come? 

The Government's current spend¬ 
ing review, imaginatively developed 
across a number of departments, of¬ 
fers a significant opportunity to pro¬ 
vide this leadership and to safeguard 
the inheritance of our museums as a 
lasting gift to foe next millennium. 
But it will also require a commitment 
from those who live or work in foe 
many towns and cities represented at 
the Royal Academy exhibition to sus¬ 
tain their local museums and thus 
continue to enjqy foe fruits of their 
forebears' generosity. 

Yours etc, 
JAMES JOLL. 
Chairman. 
Museums and Galleries Commission, 
16 Queen Anne's Gate, SW1H 9AA. 
March 26. 

Mirsky riposte 
From Dr Jonathan Mirsky 

Sir. Brian MacArthur, wrote (Paper 
Round. Media, March 27] that “an 
innate sense of decency at the top of 
the paper” prevented a reply to my 
observations on foe China coverage of 
The Times. I don’t want to question 
foe decency of The Times, but you 
yourself have had two lengthy goes at 
me in your own op-ed page (“Mys¬ 
teries of China". March 5) and in The 
Guardian (March 23). 

Mr MacArthur said of me. "he 
could not write in a journalistic 
manner". It is embarrassing to say 
this, but that would be news to foe 
judges of the 19S9 British Press 
Awards who named me “Inter¬ 
national Reporter of the Year", and to 
foe writer of your front-page piece in 
1993 about my joining The Times. 
which said I was at the very top of my 
profession. You yourself spoke highly 
of my abilities in your op-ed piece. 

I won’t comment on Mr Mac- 
Arthur's scathing characterisation of 
my almost 15 years of writing at The 
Observer before you engaged me 
except to say he should criticise your 
judgment in taking me on. 

Yours sincerely, 
JONATHAN MIRSKY, 
128 Portland Road. WIJ 4LX. 
jonathanmirsky^compusen'e.com 
March 31. 

Letters that are Intended 
for publication should carry a 

daytime telephone number. They 
may be sent to a fax number — 

0171-782 5046. 
e-mail to: letters@the-times.co.uk 

Dismay at the sale 
of Rolls-Royce 
From Mr Stephen Davis 

Sir. I trust that the British Govern¬ 
ment and m particular the MoD will 
remember foe priorities of Vickers in 
foe disposal of Rolls-Royce (reports. 
March 31) when next they come 
whining 3boui buying British arms. 

Yours faithfully. 
STEPHEN DAVIS. 
17 Rutland Crescent. 
Bilston. West Midlands WV14 6LR. 
sdavisS397&aol.com 
March 31. 

From Mr John Baldwin 

Sir. In your report today concerning 
the sale of Rolls-Royce to BMW you 
seek to comfort us, in foe accompany¬ 
ing table, by assuring us that foe “traf¬ 
fic is not all one way". 

1 wonder if others feel that the swap¬ 
ping of foe Silver Lady for a Baywatch 
babe is poor consolation. 

Yours sincerely. 
J. BALDWIN.' 
25 Hawarden Grove. 
Heme Hill. SE24 9DQ 
March 31. 

From Mr P. R. Norman 

Sir. Rolls-Royce, like so many of the 
great names of British engineering, is 
to be sold for pennies to a foreign com¬ 
petitor. The delight of the Germans 
can surely be matched only by their 
complete and utter disbelief at British 
stupidity. 

Yours faithfully, 
P. R. NORMAN, 
i Banners Street. 
Halesowen. West Midlands B63 2SL. 

Science on show 
From Professor Emeritus 
Sir Arnold Wolfendale. FRS 

Sir, Professor R. L Gregory’s letter 
(March 28) about the Royal Green¬ 
wich Observatory which, alas, is to be 
fragmented, leads me to make an¬ 
other suggestion. As part of the mil¬ 
lennium celebrations we could make a 
much better job of foe component that 
returns to Greenwich. Thus, with mil¬ 
lennium funding, it would really be a 
showpiece for all British science, and 
not just astronomy. 

The original RGO was Founded by 
King Charles II in 1675 to solve the 
problem of navigation at sea: foe equi¬ 
valent now is surely an institution 
devoted to foe appreciation of science 
— in all its many aspects — by the 
community at large. 

The value of science in solving 
many problems (and m creating 
others) is an area that will need to be 
addressed increasingly in the coming 
years.The (eventual) King Charles III 
would be a worthy patron of such a 
prestigious undertaking. 

Yours sincerely, 
ARNOLD WOLFENDALE 
(Astronomer Royal. 1991-95/, 
Department of Physics, 
University of Durham. 
Science Laboratories. 
South Road. Durham DHI3LE. 
March 31. 

Opera vacancy 
From Mr Ansel Harris 

Sir. Mary Allen, whose appoinrmem 
as Chief Executive of the Royal Opera 
House did not accord with best prac¬ 
tice, has. to use Richard Morrison Is 
term, "quit” ("Is there a doctor for foe 
House". Arts. March 27). 

But in anticipation of that event, 
undeterred by the disastrous conse¬ 
quences of foe method of her selection 
and appointment, speculation was 
and remains rife as to who should be 
invited to be her successor. 

But 1 have not seen or heard it sug¬ 
gested that foe post be advertised, a 
well tried route to senior appoint¬ 
ments even in the world of opera. So 
may 1 suggest it now? 

Your humble servant. 
ANSEL HARRIS, 
35 The Pryors, NW3 IBP. 
lea ns&classic. msn.com 
March 30. 

Payment of doctors 
From Mr Dennis Wvnes 

Sir. Dr I. A. McCoubrey (letter. 
March 30) mentions foe old Chinese 
practice of paying doctors a retainer. 
As I understand the current system 
we already pay GPs a fixed sum per 
patient on their list, so we are halfway 
there. 

Yours faithfully. 
DENNIS WYNES. 
15 TiUett Close, 
Ormesby St Margaret, 
Great Yarmouth. Norfolk NR293PW. 
a2D95929@infotrade.co.uk 
March 30. 

In the pink 
From Mr Brian Parker 

Sir. Your description of foe shrivelled 
and pined body of the Ice Man of 
Oetzal (report and photograph, 
March 30) as being "perfectly pre¬ 
served" gives me enormous encour¬ 
agement when I see myself in my 
shower-room mirror. 

My eternal thanks, 
B. H. PARKER, 
Rook House, Victoria Road, 
Dartmouth, Devon TQ6 9 HD. 
March 31. 

March 30. 
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COURT CIRCULAR 
WINDSOR CASTLE 
April 1: The Duke of Edinburgh. 
Marshal of the Royal Air Force, 
this evening attended the Air Force 
Board Dinner to celebrate the 
Eightieth Anniversary of the Royal 
Air Force at Royal Air Force 
Bentley Priory. Stanmore. 
Middlesex. 

The Baroness Ramsay of 
Cartvale (Baroness in Waiting) 
was present at Heathrow Airport 
London, this afternoon upon the 
Arrival of The Sultan of Brunei 
Darussalam and welcomed His 
Majesty on behalf of The Queen. 

CLARENCE HOUSE 
April 1: Queen Elizabeth The 
Queen Mother was represented by 
Mr Michael Oswald at the Me¬ 
morial Service for the Lord Wyau 
of Weeford which was held in St 
Margaret’s Church Westminster 
Abbey today. 

ST JAMES'S PALACE 
April I: The Prince of Wales. 
Patron, African Medical and Re¬ 
search Foundation, this afternoon 
attended a Reception at Mart- 
borough House, London SWI. to 
mark the 1998 African Health 
Conference. 

His Royal Highness this eve¬ 
ning attended a Reception at St 
James's Palace on the occasion of 
the 1996 Asia Europe Business 
Forum. 

BUCKINGHAM PAIACE 
April 1: The Princess Royal. Presi¬ 
dent. Save the Children Fund, this 
morning visited the Cowgate Fam¬ 
ily Health and Community 
Project. Greenhill View. Cowgate. 
Newcastle upon Tyne, and was 
received by Her Majesty’s Lord- 
Lieutenant of Tyne and Wear 
(Colonel Sir Ralph Carr Ellison). 

Her Royal Highness. President. 
The Princess Royal Trust far 
Carers, this afternoon attended a 
Lunch at Newcastle United Foot¬ 
ball Club. St James's Park. 
Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The Princess Royal. President. 

Today’s royal 
engagements 
The Princess Royal, as Patron. 
Royal College of Paediatrics and 
Child Health, will attend the 
annual scientific meeting 1998 at 
York University at 10.45: as 
Patron, the Butler Trust will visit 
HM Prison Wealsnm. Wetherby, 
at 1.50; and as President Save the 
Children Fund, will visit their shop 
at 9 West gate, Wetherby. at 3.45. 
The Duke of Kent as President 
RAF Benevolent Fund, will attend 

-an 80th anniversary concert and 
dinner at the Barbican, at 6.45. 

Premium Bonds 
The El million prize in the Pre¬ 
mium Bond draw for April was 
won with bond number 68EF 
770263. The winner lives in Saner- 
set and has a band holding of 
£17.000. 

Sir Frank Roberts 
A service of thanksgiving for the 
life and work of Sir Frank Roberts. 
GCMG. GCVO, will take place in 
St Margaret's Church. West¬ 
minster Abbey, at noon on Thurs¬ 
day. May 14. 1998. All are 
welcome, and those wishing to 
attend are requested to apply far 
tickets, far this service only, to: The 
Rector's Secretary, Roan 14, 1 
Little Cloister. Westminster Abbey. 
SWIP 3PL, enclosing a stamped 
(Gist class) addressed envelope. 
Tickets will be posted from April 
L4. 

Peter Noble 
A memorial service for Peter 
Saxton FiOg'ames Noble. CBE. win 
be held at St Oiave^s. 8 Hart Street 
London EC3, at May 12, at noon. 

Royal Air Force 
Officers and personnel of. the 
Operation Bolton detachment at 
Ah A1 Salem airbase. Kuwait, 
marked the 80th anniversary of the 
formation of the Royal Air force 
with a flypast of seven Tornado 
GR1 aircraft of No 14 Squadron 
RAF. a VC-10 of No 101 Squadron 
RAF and six FT8S of the Kuwaiti 
Air Force. Afterwards the Fbroe 
Commander of the Royal Air Force 
Detachment, Group Captain Mal¬ 
colm Prissick. took the salute at a 
sunset ceremony mounted by No 
34 Squadron RAF RegiroenL 

Breakfast 
American Chamber 
of Commerce 
Ms Jane Garvey. American Fed¬ 
eral Aviation Administrator, was 
the principal guest at an American 
Chamber of Commerce breakfast 
held yesterday at the American 
Embassy. Hie American Arnbas- 
sadorwas the host 

Appointment 
Mr Walter Hayes to be Chairman 
of the Churches Conservation 
Trust 

Memorial service: Lord Wyatt of Weeford 

‘High courage and a 
persistent innocence’ 

By Alan Hamilton 

Rqyai Yachting Association, later 
opened the new clubhouse at Tees 
and Hartlepool Yacht Club. 
Middleton Harbour. Hartlepool, 
and was received by Her Majestys 
Lord-Lieu ten ant of County Dur¬ 
ham (Sir Paul Nicholson). 

Her Rival Highness. President. 
The Princess Royal Trust far 
Carers, afterwards visited the 
Teesdale Carers Centre. Gal gate. 
Barnard Castle. County Durham. 
KENSINGTON PALACE 
April 1: The Duke and Duchess of 
Gloucester this morning attended 
a Service of Remembrance at (he 
Commonwealth War Grave Ceme¬ 
tery of Medja El Bab. where His 
Rival Highness laid a Wreath. 

i jut The Duke and Duchess of 
Gloucester attended a Lunch given 
by Her Majesty's Arabasssador to 
Tunisia (His Excellency Mr Rich¬ 
ard Edis) at the Residence, la 
Marsa. Tunis. 

Tftis afternoon Their Royal 
Highnesses visited the French 
Military Cemetery and the North 
Africa American Cemetery, where 
The Duke of Gloucester laid 
Wreaths. 

Afterwards Their Royal High¬ 
nesses visited the proposed site of 
the Second Wold War Museum at 
Carthage. 

The Duke and Duchess of 
Gloucester this evening attended a j 

Reception given by Her Majesty's 
Ambassador to Tunisia and Mrs 
Edis at the Residence and His 
Royal Highness unveiled a por¬ 
trait of Field Marshal Earl Alexan¬ 
der of Tunis. 

Subsequently the Duke and 
Duchess of Gloucester were 
present at a dinner given by the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs (Mr 
Said Ben Musiapha). 

ST JAMES'S PALACE 
April 1: The Duke of Kent, Presi¬ 
dent, this morning visited the 
archives and photographic library 
at the Imperial War Museum. 
Lambeth Road. London SE1. 

St Mary’s School 
Ascot 
The school is pleased to announce 
that the following girls have been 
successful in gaining scholarships 
from September 1998: 
II* General scholars hip — Marta 
MuUens-Buigess. 
11* Exhibition — Alice Fermor- 
Hesketh. 
13* General scholarship — Nancy 
Brodrfck-Wanl. 
Music scholarship — victoria 
Coghlan. 
Slxth form science scholarship — 
Miranda Rands. 

INSOLENCE is a rare quali¬ 
ty in politics which sometimes 
leads to the top of the greasy 
pole but more often to a welT 
opholstered wilderness. Lord 
Jenkins of Hill bead told a 
memorial service yesterday 
for Lord Wyatt of Weeford. 
foe one-time Labour MP 
turned capitalist Thatcherite, 
prolific newspaper columnist 
and for 19 years chairman of 
the Tote. 

The former Woodrow Wy¬ 
att. who died on December 7 
last year aged 79. displayed an 
impudent fearlessness of the 
kind shown by a handful of 
great names like Canning. 
Disraeli. Lord Randolph 
Churchill. F.E. Smith and 
Iain Madeod. But he was 
above ail fun, and more 
successful at friendship than 
he was at politics. Lord Jen¬ 
kins judged. 

“There were a lot of phases 
and a lot of facets to Wood- 
row’s life. What however was 
common to them all was high 
courage, a determination to 
promote enjoyment — of oth¬ 
ers just as much as of himself 
— and what 1 can best describe 
as a persistent innocence, 
sometimes battling with a 
surface sophistication but the 
result leaving him totally and 
pcceptioaally free from mal¬ 
ice." Lord Jenkins said. 

In 1945 foe Chancellor of 
Oxford University, then plain 
Roy Jenkins, found himself 
vying with the plain Wood- 
row Wyatt for the Labour 
nomination for the seat of Bir¬ 
mingham Aston. Wyatt won. 

“He used to attribute his 
victory largely to the fact that 
he stayed with the secretary of 
the local party in a back-to- 
back house without indoor 
sanitation, whereas I stayed 
in tiie old LMS Queen’s 
Hotel, famous for the gleam 
of its chandeliers. If he was 

right, it was a considerable 
feat to lose to Woodrow cm the 
grounds of being too 
sybaritic." 

Lord Jenkins was address¬ 
ing a packed congregation in 
St Margaret’s, Westminster 
Abbey, whose composition 
reflected the fact that there 
was much more to Lord 
Wyatt’s life than a decade as a 
columnist for The Times. 
Prince Michael of Kent and 
Sir Angus Ogflvy were joined 
by Sir Denis and Lady 
Thatcher, a whole raft of 
Conservative politicians from 
her era, an occasional old 
Labour face from the Upper 
House like Lords Howell and 
Owen, and a fair sprinkling of 
other polemicists from the 
daily press. 

And there was a substantial 
representation from the Jock¬ 
ey Club, acknowledging Lord 
Wyatt’s connection with the 
To te, to which he was ap¬ 
pointed as chairman by none 
other than foe home secretary 
of the day. Roy Jenkins. 

“I have never seen any 
objection to appointing 
friends, provided they are 
good enough; and if they are 
not maybe there is something 
wrong with one’s choice of 
friends." Lord Jenkins said. "1 
did not, however, appoint him 
for 19 years." 

Lord Wyatt's daughter 
PetroneUa read from Ecclesi¬ 
astes, and Rupert Murdoch, 
chairman and chief executive 
of The News Corporation Ud, 
read foe parable of the talents 
from St Matthew. Lord 
Runde, foe former Archbish¬ 
op of Canterbury, led prayers 
recalling Lord Wyatt's "un¬ 
flinching commitment to the 
principles of integrity, toler¬ 
ance mid freedom" 

And just in case it all got too 
serious, foe congregation was 
treated to a rendition of 

Lady Wvatt talks to the Speaker 
service; behind them is tne Rieh ihind them is the Right Rev Lord Runde 

Rogers and Hammersteui’s 
version of foe Toreador song 
from Carmen Jones, indud- 
mg the lines that could have 

been an obituary for Lord 
Wyatt in themselves: "Until 
you hear that final bell, stand 
up and fight like helL" 

Two former Prime Ministers attend 
Lord Wyatt ol Weeford 
Queen Elizabeth the Queen 
Mother was represented by Mr 
Michael Oswald at a service of 
thanksgiving far the life of Lord 
Wyatt of Weeford held yesterday at 
St Margaret's Church. West¬ 
minster Abbey. Prince Michael of 
Kent and the Hon Sir Angus 
Ogflvy were present 

Canon Donald Gray officiated 
and the Right Rev Lord Runde ted 
the prayers. The Hon ItetroneOa 
Wyatt, daughter, and Mr Rupert 
Murdoch. Chairman and Chief 
Executive of The News Corpora¬ 
tion, read the lessons. Lord Jenkins 
of Hiflhead. OM. gave an address. 
The Rev Roger Holloway was 
robed and seated in the sanrmary. 

The Lord Chancellor was repre¬ 
sented by Mr Michael Davies. The 
Speaker, Baroness Thatcher. LG, 
OM.FRS. and Sir Denis Thatcher, 
and Mr John Major attended. 
Among others present were: 
Lady wvatt (widow), the hod Pericles 
wyau (son], Mr Nicholas Banzsty 
von Ambroz (stepson). Mr and the 
Hon Mrs Robert Lyle, Mrs Fiances 
Sanvico. Miss China Sanvtco, Mr 
Jonathan wyao. Mr Julian Glover, 
the Rev H G A Jutland. 

Seflora de Pflrter. the Duke of 
Beaufort, the Duke of Devonshire, 
KG. the Marquess and Marchioness 
of Anglesey, die Marquess of 
Tavistock, the Countess of Avon, the 
Earl of Huntingdon, the Earl of 
Scarbrough, the Earl and Countess 
of Wilton. Viscount Falkland, 
viscount Levemulme. 
Montgomery of Alameln. 
and viscountess Norwich. Viscount 
uilswater. Viscount Whltetav. KT. 
CH. and Viscountess whlietavv. 

Lent Aberdare, Lord Aldington. 
Lord AmpthilL Lord Archer of 
Weston-super-Mare. Lord and Lady 
Armstrong of llmlnsier. Lord Baker 
of Doridng. CH. and Lady Baker. 

Lord Btaker. Lady BonhanvCaner. 
Lord and Lady Burnham. Lord 
Carrington. KG. CH. Lord Dane of 
Gian ton. Lord and Lady Erroll of 
Hale, Lord F&lrhaven, Lord Gllmour 
of Crulgmtiler. Lord and Lady 
Hlndllp. Baroness Hooper, Lord and 
lady Howard de wilden, Lord 
Howell of Guildford, Lon) HowetL 

Lord Hurd of WestweU, CH, Lord 
and Lady Joplin g, Lord Kimball. 
Lady Lever of Manchester. Lady 
Mayhew of Twysden. Lon) and Lady 
Monro of Langholm. Lord Montagu 
of Beaulieu, Lord Owen. CH, and 
Lady Owen. Lady Parkinson. Lord 
ana Lady Patten, lord Pender. Lord 
and Lady Plummer of Maiytebone. 
Lord Prior. Lord Pym. Baroness 
Rawlings. Lon) Rawllnson or EwetL 
QC. Lord and Lady Rees-Mogg. Lord 
and Lady Rothschild, Baroness 
Ryder of Warsaw. Lord and Lady 
SaatdiL Lord Shaw of NOrthstead. 

Lord Shawcross. QC, and Lady 
Shawcross, Lady Soames. Lord 
Stevens of Ludgaie. Lord and Lady 

Blacker. Sir Brian Cubbon. Sir Robin 
Day. Sir Evelyn de Rothschild. Sir 
Paul Fox.Slr?aul and Lady Getty. Sir 
Alexander and Lady Glen, Sir 
Ronald Grierson, sir Sydney and 
Lady Upworth. Sir Geoff ray and Lady 
Owen. 

Sir Charles and Lady PowdL Sir 
John and Lady Sparrow. Sir Mark 
and Lady Weinberg, Sir Richard 

Lady WeWenfield. Lord and lady 
welnstocic. Lord and Lady Westbury. 
Lord and LadyWoUSon. Ruth Lady 
Wolfson. Lady Trend. 

Sir Alastalr Goodlad. MP. the Hon 
Sir Archibald Hamilton, MP. Mis 
Michael Howard. Mr Tom King. CH, 
MP. Mr Peter Utley. MP. ana Mis 
UUey. Sir Peter Lloyd. MP. Sir 
Nicholas iyelL QC MP. Mis Susan 
Crosland. Mr Aubrey Jones. Mr and 
Mrs Norman Lament. 

Lady Selina Hastings. Lady Harriet 
Shaddeton, Lady Amabel Lindsay. 
Lady Angela Oswald. Dr and the Hon 
Mis a Laurent. Dr the Hon Paul 
Zucfcerman. the Hon Mrs Simon 
Welnstock. the Hon Nicholas 
Soames. MP. the Hon Michael 
Trend. MP, and Mrs Trend, the Hon 
Lady de Zulueta, the Hon Mrs A v 
Hare, the Hon Mis Elizabeth Harris, 
the Hon Sir Mark and Lady Lennox- 
Boyd. Lieutenant-General the Hon 
Sir william Rous, the Hon wuilam 
Shawcross and the Hon Olga PoltzzL 
the Hon Joanna Gardner, the Hon 
Jeremy and Mrs Deedes. 

sir Thomas Plfldngton. Sir 
Raymond Whitney, MP. cotonePSir 
Piets Bengough. General Sir Cecil 

sport), ms eve Poll am. Mrs Drue 
Heinz, dbe. Councillor Kevin 
Gardner and Baroness Gardner of 
Partes. Prince Khaild bin Abdullah. 
Lady Moo Tea Black. Mr Auberon and 
Lady Teresa Waugh. Mr Charles and 
Lady Mary Keen. Mr and the Hon 
Mrs Henry Keswick, Archduke Philip 
von HahsburgL Count and Countess 
Mark PeJacsevich. Countess Barbara 
KarotyL Baron vaes. Baroness Staei 
von Holstein. 

MT Leslie Hinton (Executive 
Chairman, News International) and 
Mrs Hinton with Mr Doug Flynn 
(Managing Director. News 
International Newspapers). Mr 
Brace McWIUiam (General Counsel 
News International). Mr Toro Crone 
(Legal Manager). Mr Phil Hall 
(Editor. News of the world}, MrStuan 
Runner (Managing Editor), Mr 
Robert Warren f&ecuiive Editor). Sir 
Edward Pickering (Vice-Chairman, 
Times Newspapers). Mr George 
Brock (Managing Editor. The Times. 
also representing the Editor?. Mr 
Daniel Johnson (Op-Ed Editor) and 
olher members of the group. 

Mrs Rupert Murdoch. Ms 
Elisabeth Murdoch. Mis Llin 
Golding. MP. Mr John Greenway. 
MP. Mr John Honun. MP, Dr Julian 
Lewis, mp. Mr Michael Mates, mp. 
Mr Richard spring. MP. Mr 
Christopher Collins. Mr and Mrs 
John Henderson, Mr Gay 
Klndersley, Brigadier and Mrs 
Andrew Parker Bowles, Mr and Mrs 
Christopher Spence, Mr Michael 
wates. 

Mrs Nuala AJtaaon. Ms Beryl 
Bain bridge. Mrs C J Baras ky von 
Ambrot Mr Octavius Black. Mr John 
Bowes Lyon. Mr and Mrs Mark 
BurrelL Mr Jim Catrermole. Mr and 
Mrs F 1 Chapman. Mr Winston 
Churchin. Ms Alison Clark. Mr and 
Mrs C Clark. Mrs Catherine 

Freeman. Mr and Mrs Peter George. 
Mr Harry Greenway. Mr John Grigs. 
Mr Rupen Hambro. Mr Kenneth 
Harris, Mr and Mrs Michael 
Heath co at Amoiy. 

Mr and Mrs John Henderson. Mrs 
Susan Hlcklln, Mr and Mrs Allstair 
Home. Mr Anthony Howard. Mr 
Philip Howard. Mr and Mrs Paul 
Johnson. Mr Isidore Kerman. Mr 
Hilaire LamonL Mr Bernard Levin.- 
Dr B B Lloyd. MrsJ PT Mallory. Mr 
John Marshall. Mr and Mrs David 
Metcalfe. Mr and Mrs R W Moore. 
Mrs Rod eric More O' FerralL Mr and 
Mrs Norman Reddaway. Mr Roy 
DeMlIe Roebuck. 

Mr and Mrs Clive Roffe. Mr j H 
Saumarez Smith. Mr Simon Sebag- 
Monteflore. Mr Ned sherrin. Mr and 
Mrs Ralph Shuttrey. Dr and Mrs 
Andrew Sinclair. Mrs Stuart Sinclair, 
Mr Kenneth snowman. Mrs Jack 
Steinberg. Dr and Mrs Irwin sielzer. 
Mrs E Strachan. Ms Kyoto Tkidkawa. 
Mrs Wendy Tamborero, Mr Geoffrey 
Tucker. Councillor David Weeks. Mrs 
R J M Weis man. Mr Peter Winfield. 
Mr and Mis Charles wlntour. Mr 
and,Mrs peter Young. Mr Philip 
Ziegler. Mr P L Dickinson. Mr John 
Sanderson. Mr Peter SavllL Mr Tom 
Phillips. 

Mr Conrad Black (Chairman. The 
Telegraph Group) with Mr Charles 
Moore (Editor, The Daily Telegraph}; 
Mr Bruce Anderson (representing 
the Editor. The Spectator% Mrvpw 
Harmsworth (representing me 
Chairman, Dally Mall and General 
Trust). Mr Tristram Rickets 
(Cbsinnan. British Horseradng 
Board) with Mr Christopher 
Sporborg and Mr Rhydlan Morgan 
Jones. 

Mr Peter Jones (Chairman. 
Horserace Totalisation Board) and 
Mrs Jones with Mr John Heaton 
(Chier Executive) and Mrs Heaton 
and other members of the board: Mr 
j j Fallon (Gallipoli Association] and 
Mrs Fallon, Mr G P Harris (Chief 
Executive. National Trainers 
Federation). Mr Jerfrey Rose 
(Chairman. Royal Automobile Club). I 

Mr J M Bradshaw (Partner, j 
Simmons and Simmons], Mr Mark 
Le Fanu (General Secretary, Society I 
or Authors). Dr E W Gllljvice-provos 
Worcester College. Oxford) with 
professor J Campbell and many 
other friends and former colleagues. 

Dinners 
Air Force Board 
The Dukeof Edinburgh. Mar¬ 
sha! of the RAF. Air Commo- 
dore-in-CIiief Air Training 
Corps and Honorary" Air 
Commodore RAF Kinloss, 
was the principal guest at an 
Air Force Board dinner held 
last night ar RAF Bentley 
Priory, to mark the 8O1J1 

anniversary of the Royal Air 
Force. Mr George Robertson. 
Secretary of State for Defence, 
and Air Chief Marshal Sir 
Richard Johns. Chief of the Air 
Staff, received the guests. 

Flight Lieutenant J A 
Cruickshank, VC and Right 
Lieutenant W Reid. VC. mem¬ 
bers of the Air Force Board, 
the Defence Council. Mar¬ 
shals of the RAF. Honorary 
Air Commodores and serving 
and retired officers were 
among the guests. 
Constructors’ Company The Lord 
Mayor, on behalf of the Const rue- 
tors' Company, presented a Sun¬ 
shine Coach to the Lily Davis 
Special Needs School, based in 
West Norwood. South London, at a 
ceremony held yesterday outside 
Goldsmiths* HaJL At the annual 
ladies dinner held in the hall 
afterwards. Mr Robert V. Whar¬ 
ton, Master, presided and pre- j 
seated the Lord Mayor with a 
cheque for his charity. Mrs Mar¬ 
sha Rae Raidiffe, Executive inter¬ 
national Vice-President of die 
Variety Club of Greal Britain was 
foe principal guest and speaker. 
Mr Pfeter Heath. Senior Warden, 
also spoke. Among others present 
were: 
The Masters of the carpenters'. 
Masons'. Plumbers'. Palnier- 
Sminers'. Carmen's and Builders 
Merchants- Companies, the Master 
□f the Society of Apothecaries of 
London and the Master of Uie 
Company of Chartered Architects 
and Lhtrir ladles. 

China-Britam Trade Group 
The President of foe China-Britain 
Trade Group, Sir Peter CazaJeL 
hosted a dinner in honour of Mr 
Zhu Rongji. Premier of the fteo- 
pkfs Republic of China, at foe 
Guikfhai] last night. Chinese 
guests included: 
Mr waneya, Minister or Foreign 
Affairs. Mr Shi Guangshmg and 
other members of the Premiers 
delegation, and the Chinese 
Ambassador Mr Ma Zhengang. 

British guests included: 
The Lora and Lady Mayoress. Prince 
Michael of Kent. Mr John Prescott 
(Deputy Prime Minister). Mr Tom 
Clarke. MP. Lord Callaghan of 
Cardiff. KG. Sir Edward Heath. KG. 
MP. Mr Michael Heseldne. CH. MP. 
Mr Peter Mandelson. MP. Lord Howe 
of Aberavon, CH. QC. Sir Aiastalr 
Goodtad. MP. Lord Prior. Lord 
Young or Graffham. sir John 
Chalstrey. Mr Anthony Galsworthy 
(HM Ambassador to China]. Sir 
Martin J acorn b. Sir John Kerr, Lord 
Levene of Ponsoken. Sir Colin 
Marshall sir William Purves, sir 
Ralph Robins. Lord Sterling at 
Plalsiow and 800 other guests. 

High Sheriff of Sumy 
The Lord-Lieutenant of Surrey and 
Mr Timothy Good, attended a 
dinner given by Mr and Mrs 
Douglas Robertson Iasi night at 
County Hafl. Kingston upon 
Thames, in honour of the High 
Sheriff of Surrey and Mrs Stilgoe. 
The Chairman of Surrey County 
Council and Mr Arnold Hawker 
were among foe guests. '* 
Dinosaurs Onb 
Baroness Thatcher. LG. OM. FRS. 
accompanied by Sir Denis 
Thatcher, was the guest of honour 
and speaker at a dinner of foe 
Dinosaurs Chib held yesterday at 
the Carlton Club. Sir John 
Loveridge. chairman, presided. 

Anniversaries 
BIRTHS: Giovanni Casanova, ad¬ 
venturer. Venice. 1725; Hans 
Christian Andersen, storyteller, 
Odense. Denmark. 1805: Emile 
Zola, novelist and critic Paris. 
1840: Sergei Rachmaninov, com¬ 
poser and pianist, Oneg, Russia. 
1873; Max Ernst, Surrealist painter 
and sculptor. Bruhl. Germany, 
189); Marvin Gaye, singer. Wash¬ 
ington DC J939. 
DEATHS: Richard Cobden, The 
Apostle of Free Trade". London. 
1865; CS. Forester, novelist Fuller¬ 
ton. California. 1966. 
The US mint was established in 
Philadelphia. 1792. 
Argentina invaded the Falkland 
Islands. 1982. 

Forthcoming 
marriages 

Mr AJ. Aukeison 
and Miss V. Williamson 
The engagemeni is announced 
between Andrew, son of Mr and 
Mrs Charles Ankerson. of Goring- 
on-Thames. Oxfordshire, and Vic¬ 
toria. daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Manin Williamson, of South 
Stoke, Oxfordshire. 
Mr R.D. Blake 
and Dr E.R- Guise 
The engagement is announced 
between Kussdl David, younger 
son of Mr and Mrs Donald Blake, 
of Woedchureh. Kent and Eliza¬ 
beth Ruth- daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Richard Guise, of South 
Nut/ield. Surrey. 
Commander GA Cavalier. 
RN (ret). 
and Mrs SJ- Constance 
The engagement is announced 
between Geoffrey Cavalier, of 
Gillingham. Dorset, and Sarah 
Constance, of Wood berry. Devon. 
Mr J.F.D. Hoy 
and MissT.L Rogers 
TTie engagemenl is announced 
besvreea John, only son of Mr and 
Mrs Dudley Hoy. of Roysion. 
Hertfordshire, and Tracy, eldest 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Brian 
Rogers, of Abbots Langley. 
Hertfordshire. 
Mr P-A.C. McFie 
and Miss E-L- Waring 
The engagement is announced 
between Peter, elder son of M r and 
Mrs Colin McFie. of Limpsfidd. 
Surrey, add Emma, younger 
daughter of Mr and Mrs John 
Waring, of Troutbeck, Win¬ 
dermere, Cumbria. 
Mr AT. Peach 
and Miss PJ. Roberts 
The engagement is announced 
between Andrew, son of the late 
Mr and Mrs Thomas Peach, of 
West Pinchbeck. Lincolnshire, and 
Philippa, daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Michael Roberts, of Gaddesden 
Row. Hertfordshire. 

Marriage 
Mr S.A Black 
and Miss A.L. Smith 
The marriage took place on Sat¬ 
urday. March 28. 1998. in 
Whittlesford. Cambridgeshire, of 
Mr Simon Black, son of Dr and 
Mrs Malcolm Black, of Tring. 
Hertfordshire, and Miss Alison 
Smith, daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Peter Smith, of Worsley. 
Manchester- 

Birthdays today 
Admiral Sir Michael Boyce. 55: Sir 
Jack Brabham, racing driver. 72: 
Sir Graham Bright, former MP. 
56; Mr Linford Christie, athlete. 38: 
Air Marshal Sir Geoffrey Dhenin. 
80; Captain Sir Richard Dobbs, 
former Lord-Lieutenant of County 
Antrim. 79: Sir Christopher 
France, civil servant. o4: Miss 
Catherine Gaskin, author. 69; Mr 
Raymond Gubbay. concert pro¬ 
moter. 52: Sir Alec Guinness. CH. 
actor. 84; Viscount Hambled en. 68: 
Mr Barry Hills, racehorse trainer. 
61; Sir Ian Hunter, impresario. 79: 
Miss Penelope Keith, actress. 58; 
Sir Peter Middleton. deputy chair¬ 
man. Barclays Bank. 64: foe 
Marquess of Northampton. 52: 
Major-General CJ. Popham, 71; 
Mr AG Puddephatt. former gen¬ 
eral secretary. Liberty. 48; Mr 
M-G. RizzeUo. sculptor and coin 
designer. 72; Sir Denis Rooke. 
OM. FRS. former chairman. Brit¬ 
ish Gas. 74: Lad SkelmersdaJe. 53: 
Miss Sue Townsend, writer. 52; 
Mr DenisTuohy. broadcaster, hi: 
Professor Felix Weinberg. FRS. 70. 

Latest wills 
Colin Spencer Wills. Chairman. 
Visiting Arts Office of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland since 
1990. of Burwash. Easi Sussex, left 
estate valued at El 1.376552 neL 
Sir Douglas Ranger, 
otolarvgologisi. of Cheltenham. 
Gloucestershire, left estate valued 
at E180.000 gross. £10.000 neL 
Sir Charles Cave, of Sidbury, 
Sidmoufo. Devon, left estate val¬ 
ued at £2348,438. neL 
Lady Constantine, of London 
SW3. left estate valued at £285,124 
net 
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GENERAL SIR FRANK KING 
General Sir Frank Kina GCB, 

M BE, GOCand Director of 
Operations Northern Ireland, 
1975-75, died on March 30 aged 

79. He was born on March 9,19 59, Frank King was regarded by 
many as the best and most 
successful Director of Opera¬ 
tions in Northern Ireland in 

the 1970s and 1980s. He took over early 
in 1973 when the unrest was at its peak, 
with the statistics for violence standing 
at an annual rate of some 12,000 
bombing and shooting incidents. 

pV/hen he left three years later at the end 
of 1975 it had been divided by six and 
was down to just over 2,000. 

King would have been the first to 
acknowledge that much of the groundr 
work had been laid by his predecessor. 
General Sir Harry Tuzo. While this 
was certainly so, it was King who had 
to deal with the Loyalist Ulster Work¬ 
ers' strike in the summer of 1974: who 
brought the IRA to its short-lived 
ceasefire that winter, and whose suc¬ 
cesses in the cities forced the terrorists 
to seek softer targets in the countryside 
and on the mainland. 

There were many reasons why King 
was held m such high regard in the 
Province and the Army. He knew from 

' Virst-hand experience exactly what was 
needed at all levels of command and 
was able to imprint his own stamp of 
authority on the overall concept of 
operations; his frequent visits to units 
meant that he knew in detail what was 
happening and what conditions and 
difficulties were like for the soldiers 
and police; he never flinched from 
taking unpopular decisions when he 
saw that they were necessary. 

Rugged in appearance, he was 
robust forthright and tenacious in 
character, but somewhat diffident on 
first acquaintance, and not a man for 
small talk or superficial entertainment 
He always gave the impression of great 
dependability, and because he was 
utterly confident of his own abilities 
and judgment he was ready to 
delegate as soon as an individual or 

vmit had gained his confidence. This 
was particularly so with his immediate 
subordinate, the Commander Land 
Forces, Peter Leng (later Sir Peter 
Leng). who was also an experienced 

infantryman with many original and 
sometimes radical tactical ideas. A 
lesser man than King might have tried 
to curb him. but he did not do so. and 
Ulster benefited greatly from their 
highly successful partnership. 

A Director of Operations has to be 
politically aware and able to balance 
military requirements with the realities 
of the political situation. Frank King 
got the balance just right; he never sold 
the Army short, and yet he retained the 
lull confidence of the politicians and 
the RUC without being a yes man. 
Merlyn Rees (now Lord Merlyn-Rees), 
tiie Secretary of State for Northern 
Ireland, said in his farewell to him: 
“You have never played at politics and 
1 have never played at bring a soldier; 
that's why we have got on so well." 

Frank Douglas King came from 
Berkshire farming stock, the son of 

■ -'mra 
n vasat.-.iv:-:' — 

Arthur and Kate King of Brightwetl. 
He was educated at Wallingford 
Grammar School and intended to be a 
farmer but the outbreak of war saw 
him in the Territorial Army. He was 
commissioned into The Royal Fusiliers 
in 1940 and transferred to The Para¬ 
chute Regiment in 1943. only to be 
wounded and taken prisoner at Arn¬ 
hem in 1944. 

After the war. he was persuaded to 
take a regular commission and was 
one of the first batch of officers to pass 
through the Technical Staff course at 
the Royal Military College of Science at 
Shrivenham in 1946. Four years later 
he did the same at the Staff College. 
Camberiey. giving him the double- 
handed qualification of a technical and 
general staff officer. He would hardly 
have claimed himself to be an intellec¬ 
tual, but his farmer’s earthy common 

BELLA ABZUG 
sense was nicely balanced with techni¬ 
cal awareness. This made him an ideal 
choice as a policy-maker in the weap¬ 
ons field. He enhanced these qualifica¬ 
tions by becoming a qualified pilot as 
well. 

His postwar service at regimental 
level was almost entirely with the 16th 
Parachute Brigade: as a company 
commander, general staff officer, sec¬ 
ond-in-command of 1 Para, and then 
after a short spdi away os Assistant 
Military Secretary in the War Office, 
command of 2 Para from I960 to 1962 
in Cyprus and Bahrain, and during the 
British intervention in KuwaiL After 
commanding the llth Infantry Brigade 
at Minden in 1963 he became Military 
Adviser (Overseas Equipment) in the 
Ministry of Defence in 1965. 

As an experienced parachutist, avia¬ 
tor and double-disciplined staff officer 
he was a natural selection as Director 
Land/Air Warfare and Commandant 
of the Army Air Corps in 1967. able to 
lead from the front by flying his own 
helicopter. He was just os obvious a 
choice as Commandant of the Royal 
Military College, Shrivenham, in 1969; 
he breathed practicality into its mili- 
tary and academic establishments. 

It was often predicted that King 
would end up as Master-General of 
Ordnance but his command abilities 
and the course of events got the upper 
hand of his technological background. 
Promoted lieutenant-general in 1971, he 
was GOC-in-C Army Strategic Com¬ 
mand for a short time until the Home 
Commands were abolished in 1972. He 
was then Deputy C-in-C UK Land 
Forces before going to Northern Ire¬ 
land as Director of Operations in 1973. 
His last appointment in the Army was 
as Commander Northern Army Group 
and C-in-C BAORin 1976. He delivered 
the Kermit Roosevelt lectures to US 
staff colleges in 1977. 

After he retired in 1978 he went into 
business as director and chairman of a 
number of companies until ill-health 
forced him to retire a second time. He 
kept in the closest touch with The 
Parachute Regiment, and was chair¬ 
man of the Anthem Veterans* Associ¬ 
ation for a number of years. 

He married Joy Emily Ellen Taylor- 
Lane in 1947. She survives him with 
their son and two daughters. 

Bella Abzug, American 
feminist and anti-war 

activist died in New York 
on March 31 aged 77. She 
was born in the Bronx on 

July24.1920. 

BELLA ABZUG was a tireless 
feminist, politician and cham¬ 
pion of the underdog, yet her 
raspy, booming voice often 
garnered as much attention as 
her tireless activism. Over the 
course of her career ft was 
compared both to cut glass 
and gravel, while Norman 
Mailer once suggested that the 
Abzug larynx could boil the fat 

off a taxi driver's neck. Vari¬ 
ously described as a prizefight¬ 
er. a man-hater and a Jewish 
mother with more complaints 
than Portnoy. Bella Abzug 
stood at the front-tine of Amer¬ 
ican feminism in the 1970s and 
never retreated. “Women have 
been trained to speak softly 
and carry lipstick,** she said. 
Those days are over.” 

A labour and civil rights 
lawyer and peace activist be¬ 
fore she entered the US Con¬ 
gress in 1970, Abzug quickly 
became every conservative’s 
favourite enemy. She said 
often that the criticism of her 
would have been more muted 
if she were a man. Despite (he 
constant attacks, Abzug re¬ 
mained an indefatigable pro¬ 
moter of women's rights. 
Responding to criticism that 
she was doing feminism a 
disservice with her brash per¬ 
sona, she once said that she 
cared for the cause, not for 
herself, and insisted that she 
would be undeterred in her 
fight. 

She was bom Bella Savitsky 
in the Bronx. Her father, a 
Russian Jewish immigrant 
ran a meat market in Manhat¬ 
tan. and by the age of 12 Bella 
had already taken to public 
speaking, promoting the cause 
of a Zionist youth 
organisationtion. She was 
educated at Hunter College, 
where she was president of the 

student council, and at Colum¬ 
bia University, where she 
received her law degree., 

During the Second World 
War Abzug worked in a ship¬ 
yard and after the war worked 
as a labour lawyer and coun¬ 
sel to the American Civil 
Liberties Union. She was the 
chief lawyer in the Mississippi 
appeal of Willie McGee, a 
young black man accused of 
raping a white woman. 
Abzug, who was pregnant at 
the rime, argued the case in 
Mississippi while white su¬ 
premacist groups threatened 
her life. McGee was executed 
in 1951. 

In the 1950s Abzug also 
began defending those ac¬ 
cused of being communists by 
the Senator Joseph McCarthy, 
and in 1%). when the US 
resumed nuclear testing, 
Abzug was a founder of Wom¬ 
en’s Strike for Peace. 

She was elected to Congress 
in 1970 aged 50, the first 
Jewish woman in the House of 
Represenatives. On her first 
day on the job. wasting no 
time, Abzug unsuccessfully 
introduced a resolution to 
withdraw all US soldiers from 
Indo-China. 

She went on to draft Bills 
intended to prevent sex dis¬ 
crimination and to promote 
gay rights, and she invoked a 

little-known procedural tactic 
that forced the Nixon Admin¬ 
istration trad on to surrender 
the Pentagon Papers. Abzug 
was also the first member of 
Congress to call for Richard 
Nixon's impeachment during 
Watergate. After leaving the 
House in 1977 to run unsuc¬ 
cessfully against Pat Moyni- 
hari for the Senate 
nomination, Abzug worked 
for women’s rights for more 
than two decades, founding 
the International Women's 
Environment and Develop¬ 
ment Organisation. 

She was president of the 
Women's Foreign Policy 
Council and chaired the Nat¬ 
ional Women's Political Cau¬ 
cus. In 1995, though confined 
to a wheelchair, she was a key 
player in Beijing at the United 
Nations Fourth World Confer¬ 
ence on Women. 

Abzug never appeared in 
public without a wide 
brimmed hat, a practice that 
began when she was a young 
lawyer. She said that clients at 
that time always mistook her 
for a secretary, and she don¬ 
ned a hat because in the 1950s 
it signalled she was a profes¬ 
sional working woman. 

She married a stockbroker. 
Marlin Abzug in 1944. He 
died in 1986. She is survived 
by two daughters and a sister. 
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KATE CRUISE O’BRIEN E. M. S. NAMBOODIRIPAD 
Kate Cruise O'Brien. 

writer and publisher’s 
editor, died on March 26 
aged 49, after suffering a 
brain haemorrhage. She 
was born in Dublin on 

June 25.1948. 

KATE Cruise O'Brien's first 
story was published in 1971 
when she was only 22. It won a 
literary award in Ireland, as 
did a collection entitled A Gift 
Horse published seven years 
later. Sean O’Faolain. one of 
the great exponents of that 
literary form in this century, 
remarked at that time that her 
work had “the seed of genius". 
\ was a seed destined to grow 
more in rite works of others, as 
she eventually found her real 
metier as a publisher’s editor. 

Katherine Alexander Cruise 
O'Brien was the youngest of 
three children bom to the 
marriage of Conor Cruise 
O’Brien, then a young Irish 
diplomat, and his wife Christi¬ 
na Foster, who belonged to a 
liberal Protestant family from 
Ulster. Although both O’Brien 
and his wife were agnostics, 
they had their- children 
baptised in the Church of 
Rome, from which O’Brien 
was long lapsed. However, 

they were not reared as 
Catholics. 

Kate was educated at Park 
House, a superior Protestant 
school in Dublin where she 
felt she was looked down upon 
because she was regarded as a 
Catholic. She was there in 
J960 when her father was sort 
by the United Nations to the 
newly independent Congo and 
subjected to a campaign of 
vilification by some British 
newspapers, who regarded his 
actions there as inimical to 
British interests. To discredit 
him they focused on the pres¬ 
ence in rite Congo of his 
mistress (whom he was later 
to marry), and their journal¬ 
ists accosted Kate on her way 
to school in an unsuccessful- 
effort to get her to denounce 
her father for leaving her 
mother. 

Although O’Brien’s divorce 
from his first wife was rela¬ 
tively amicable, it affected 
Kate deeply. She did not do 
well in school. When, at the 
age of 17, she spent a year at 
New York University, where 
her father was then a profes¬ 
sor. she developed anorexia. 
She remained for most of her 
adult life a somewhat troubled 
figure, prone to bouts of 

depression and haunted by a 
sense of failure. She read 
English at Trinity College 
Dublin, where she met her 
husband Joseph Kearney, 
whom she married in 1971. 

She failed to find employ¬ 
ment as a teacher after she 
graduated. She ran a crfiche 
while she worked on her short 
stories. During the 1980s she 
wrote a weekly column for the 
Irish Independent. Her novel 
The Homesick Garden, pub¬ 
lished in 1991, was praised for 
its elegance and clarity. Like 
many of her short stories, it 
was told from the perspective 
of a troubled sensitive girl 
with an eccentric family back¬ 

ground and reflected the pain 
of her own early life. 

In 1993 she joined a small 
Dublin publishing house 
called the Foolbeg Press. It 
was her first full-time job. 
Forthright and enthusiastic, 
she proved an inspiring editor. 
Involvement with the work of 
others brought her a content¬ 
ment that had evaded her as a 
writer rehearsing the pain of 
her own childhood. She be¬ 
came noticeably less acerbic 
*The older I get." she said in a 
recent interview, “the happier 
1 get." 

As a writer she shied away 
from undue identification with 
her father. “I have a mother 
too", she would say. Her 
relationship with her father 
had been one of respect rather 
than closeness. However, the 
prospect of losing him after he 
suffered a stroke a few years 
ago alarmed her, and she 
made many unsuccessful 
efforts to persuade him to 
retire from public controversy. 
He was at her bedside when 
she died. 

She is survived by her 
husband, her son Alexander, 
who is a student at Trinity 
College Dublin, and by both 
her parents. 
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EJVLS. Namboodiripad, 
leader of the 

Communist Party of 
India (Marxist), died in 

Thiruvananthapuram on 
March 19 aged 89. He 

was bom in Efamknlam, 
Kerala, on June 14,1909. 

PATRIARCH and ideologue 
of the Indian communist 
movement for over four de¬ 
cades, E.M.S. Namboodiri- 
pad will chiefly be 
remembered for presiding 
over the transformation of a 
once radical Left into a sodal- 
democratic entity, more firmly 
wedded to responsible consti¬ 
tutionalism than to any ro¬ 
mantic ideal of revolution. It is 
largely due to him that 
Commmunists today form the 
third largest , bloc in India’s 
parliament and have begun to 
play a key role in government 
formation at the national level. 

Elamkulam Manak Sanka- 
ran Namboodiripad, “EMS" 
as he was always known, was 
bom into a wealthy family of 
Namboodiris, an intensely 
conservative Brahmin com¬ 
munity in Kerala. As a teen¬ 
ager he rebelled against the 
orthodoxy of his community 
and joined the Yogakshema 
Sabtia, an organisation devot¬ 
ed to fighting obscurantist 
ideas. He was particularly 
active in the campaign against 
bigamy—which was common 
among the Namboodiris — 
and the ban on widow 
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After high school, EMS 
enrolled for a BA in history at 
St Thomas College. Trichur. 
There, he was soon caught up 
in the maelstrom of nationalist 
politics. In 1929 the Congress 
gave the call for puma swaraj, 
or complete independence. 
EMS plunged into the civil 
disobedience movement, quit¬ 
ting college in 1931 The same 
year, he was sent to jail. 

In 1934 he joined the Con¬ 
gress and quickly rose to 
become general secretary of its 
Kerala committee. At the same 
time, he joined hands with 

Jayaprakash Narayan to 
found the Congress Socialist 
Party. Although EMS was a 
member of the All-India Con¬ 
gress Committee and served 
in the Madras Legislative 
Assembly in 1939-40. he be¬ 
came disenchanted with Gan¬ 
dhi's refusal to countenance a 
more militant struggle against 
the Raj. Along with A.K. 
Gopalan and P. Krishna 
Pillai, both prominent Kerala 
Marxists, he founded the first 
communist organisation in 
the province. In 1940 he sold 
his share of the family's ances¬ 
tral property and donated the 
considerable proceeds to the 
CPL For the rest of his life, he 
lived an the meagre salary of a 
full-time party worker. 

Namboodiripad’s rise in the 
Communist Party of India 
was swift He was not much of 
an orator: he was soft-spoken 
and stammered. His strength, 
however, was his agitprop- 
style journalism. By 1943 he 
had become a member of the 
party's central committee and 
in 1950 was elected to the 
politburo. 

EMS went underground 
when fte CPI was banned 
following its caD for an armed 

uprising against the post¬ 
independence Nehru Govern¬ 
ment Armed struggle was 
eventually called off and the 
party participated in the 1952 
elections, emerging as the 
main opposition to the Con¬ 
gress. The advent of Khru¬ 
shchev saw a further 
mellowing of the CPI's line, 
and in the 1957 election the 
party managed to form a 
coalition government in 
Kerala. 

As chief minister, EMS tried 
to implement land reforms 
and democratise the education 
system, but a backlash from 
landed elements and the 
Church (Kerala has a large 
Christian population) led to 
violence which Nehru, in 1959, 
used as an excuse to dismiss 
his administration. Nehru's 
daughter. Indira Gandhi, was 
one of the main advocates of 
this move, widely seen at the 
time as a violation of the spirit 
of the constitution. Not with¬ 
out a sense of humour, EMS 
would later joke about the 
double irony of the world’s 
Erst democratically elected 
communist government being 
removed from power by un¬ 
democratic means. 

In 1964, following the Sino- 
Soviet schism, the CPI split 
into two. EMS quickly 
emerged as the leader of the 
larger — and more radical — 
faction, the Communist Party 
of India (Marxist). In the 1967 
election he managed to be¬ 
come chief minister of Kerala 
for a second time, but again 
his government fell in less 
than two years. That was the 
last time he held public office. 
Compared to the CPI. the 
CPI(M) took a combative 
stand against the Congress 
and in 1975 Namboodiripad 
was imprisoned by Indira 
Gandhi for opposing the 
Emergency. Ironically, to¬ 
wards the end of his life, he 
began to revise his views 
towards the party of the 
woman who had jailed him. 
becoming a passionate advo¬ 
cate of an alliance with the 
Congress in order to hold the 
right-wing Bharatiya Janata 
Party at bay. 

EMS was both a gifted 
scholar and a prolific journal¬ 
ist One of his books. Kerala 
Yesterday, Today and Tomor¬ 
row, is considered a classic, 
and his columns, which ap¬ 
peared daily in the Malaya- 
lam newspaper Deshabhi- 
mani were widely read and 
respected. Although he retired 
from active politics in 1992 
because of declining health, he 
kept up his writing. He died of 
pneumonia a few hours after 
dictating two articles. 

As The Times of India noted 
in an editorial: “Historians 
will be hard put to decide 
whether he should be classi¬ 
fied as a Brahmin in the best 
sense of the word — an 
intellectual colossus and stan¬ 
dard bearer of an ideology 
unsuppressed by the unrelent¬ 
ing assault of mightier forces 
— or a Bolshevik par excel¬ 
lence. who eschewed the crudi¬ 
ties of revolutionary socialism 
to occupy forever a moral high 
ground". 

He is survived by his wife. 
Arya Antharjanam, and tty 
two sons and two daughters. 

FUNERAL OF FATHER ON THIS DAY 
STANTON. 

THE PROCESSION THROUGH 

THE STREETS. 

Rarely have the people of London seen on 
successive days more sulking funeral pro¬ 
cessions than they have this week. On 
Monday a soldier hero was laid to rest with 
fall military honours in St Paul's. Yesterday 
the body of the Rev. A H. Stanton was carried 
through the central district of London before 
its burial at Brookwood. It would be difficult 
10 say wtikh sight was ihe more impressive— 
the array of soldiery who escorted lord 
Wolseteys body to the grave, or the hundreds 
of maimers from all ranks Df life who 
followed Mr. Stanton's coffin yesterday. 

The popularity of Father Stanton in the 
district in which he spent the greater part of 
his life was strikingly demonstrated by the 
scenes in the neighbourhood of Sl Alban'S. 
Holbom. during the morning. The body had 
been brought from Stroud on the previous 
evening and placed in the chancd of the 
church, where vespers for the dead were 
red ted. Yesterday morning masses of re¬ 
quiem were sung at 6,7 and 8 o’clock, and on 
eadi occasion there ^was a large congregation. 

April 2,1913 

The Rev Arthur Henry Stanton (I8&-fQi3) 
was, for 50 years, assistant curate of Sr Alfazn. 
Holbom. 'London, for the most part an 
"uncared far, squalid, and lawless parish 
He had arraordinary pastoral gifts and a 

reputation as an outstanding preacher. 

But an even more impressive ceremony was 
seat at 1030. when a solemn requiem was 
sung. Admission to this service had been 
restricted to the relatives and other mourners 
and to those in regular attendance at the 
church, but in spite of this the building was 
crowded with a congregation which included 
more than one eminent Nonconformist desir¬ 
ous of paying a personal tribute to Mr. 
Stantons work ... The solemn requiem 
lasted a little over an hour: ami at 1230 the 
Erst pan of the Burial Service was read in the 
church, most of the congregation having 
remained throughouL 

Striking as the service inside thediurch had 
been for its stately reverence, ft was in die 
public streets that the most couching tribute to 
Mr. Stanton's memory was paid, when the 
procession .started on its journey through 
London. Brookestreet. which runs from the 
church into Holbom. was crowded with men 
and women, dressed for the most part in 
mourning, all anxious to pay a last tribute to a 
personal friend. Headed by the church¬ 
wardens. the thurifer swinging the incense as 
he went and the crucifix with lighted torches 
on each side, the procession passed out from 
Brooke-streei into Hoibom, where all traffic 
was suspended while the cortege went on its 
journey ... The head of every man in the 
crowd was bared as there passed by the coffin 
wheeled by the dergy of the church. The 
members of the congregation, who followed 
included persons of almost every rank and 
station, and their attendance in such large 
numbers was perhaps the most striking 
tribute that could be paid to Mr. Stanton's 
memory... To some of those who walked the 
ordeal must have been a severe one. To others 
the homage they rendered must have entailed 
a financial sacrifice, but all who had known 
Mr. Stanton's work in the Holbom district 
wished to show some sign of appreciation of 
Us labours. 
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NEWS F 
Lottery watchdog overhauled 
■ The National Lottery is to undergo the most radical 
overhaul in its three-year history amid moves to dean up its 
image and restore public confidence in the game. 

The Government revealed yesterday that it is scrapping the 
one-man post of lottery watchdog, two months after sacking 
Peter Davis, the former director-general of Oflot—the Office of 
the National Lottery. PCs job will be replaced with a five- 
member National Lottery Commission—.—Page 1 

Mardi Gra suspect is arrested 
■ Anti-terrorist detectives investigating the Mardi Gra 
bomber were last night questioning a man arrested after a 
suspicious package was left near a Salisbury's store in Ruistip, 
west London..Page i 

Kray verdict 
Reggie Kray, the gangland killer, 
has lost his bid to be freed from 
prison after serving JO years for 
the murder of Jack “the Hat" 
McVitie. The Parole Board reject¬ 
ed his case.-.Page 1 

Union battle 
Tony Blair prepared the ground 
for a compromise in the battle 
over union recognition yesterday 
amid indications that he faces a 
new confrontation over workers' 
rights......Page 2 

Adultery scandal 
The woman at the centre of a 
Ministry of Defence adultery 
scandal told a court martial that 
she saw no reason to be unfriend¬ 
ly towards a man because he was 
married.-.Page 3 

Prison malady 
More than half the prison officers 
at Wormwood Scrubs jail went 
"sick" yesterday after colleagues 

were suspended for alleged abuse 
of prisoners -.Page 4 

Final act 
Mary Allen was replaced as chief 
executive of the Royal Opera 
House 40 minutes after deliver¬ 
ing her vision of the company's 

future.-.Page 5 

Ramsden bankrupt 
Terry Ramsden. the son of a post¬ 

man who became one of Britain's 
richest men, faces a possible pris¬ 
on sentence after being declared 
bankrupt...Page 6 

Automatic pilot 
Captain John Hackett demon¬ 
strated yesterday the calm re¬ 
serve that saved the Leeds United 
soccer team. His emergency land¬ 
ing of a burning plane was just 
pan of his job. he said...... Page 9 

Charity unchecked 
Fraud and maladministration 
among Britain's 184,000 regis¬ 
tered charities is unchecked 
because of complacency and bad 
management at the Charity 
Commission —.Page 12 

Stalin papers 
President Yeltsin has ordered that 
classified documents from the 
Stalin era, including handwritten 
notes by the Soviet dictator, 
should be made public for the 
first time.Page 16 

Rainmakers 
Heavy rain fell on the Amazon 
yesterday, putting out fires that 
have ravaged the area, two days 
after Indian shamans performed 
a run-making ritual.- Page 17 

Papon jury retires 
The alleged Nazi collaborator 
Maurice Papon accused French 
prosecutors of persecuting him 
on trumped-up charges. The jury 

retired last night.- Page IS 

Fireball XL5 
The Fireball discotheque is cele¬ 

brating the return of drinking 
after the Indian state of Haryana 
ended a calamitous experiment 

with prohibition.— Page IS 

Political chorus backs D’Oyly Carte 
■ W. S. Gilbert and Arthur Sullivan might once have joked 
that MPs left their brains outside the Commons, but yesterday 
they would have been grateful for the support Parliament gave 
to their comic operas. MPs and peers from ail parties mounted 
a fierce defence of the cash-strapped D’Oyly Carte Opera 
Company and assailed the Arts Council _ Pages 1,2 

The Chelsea manager Gianluca Vialli in Italy last night for his dob's European Cup 'Winners' Cup match against Vicenza 

Economy: Manufacturers are defy¬ 
ing the strong pound, with output 
rising in March* through strong 
domestic demand, according to 
The Chartered Institute of Purchas¬ 
ing and Supply..Page 27 

Vickers: Volkswagen is to make an 
offer for Rolls-Royce directly to 
Vickers shareholders, bypassing 
the Vickers board.Page 27 

Mllle Daily farmers may soon be 
asked to put up funds for Milk 
Marque because the fanner-owned 
distribution cooperative wants to 
expand.-....Page 27 

Markets: The FT-SE 100 Index rose 
85.4 paints to dose at 6017.6. Ster¬ 
ling's trade-weighted index rose 
from 108.8 to 108.9 after a rise from 
$1.6745 to $1.6748 and from 
DM3.0963 to DM3.0970.. Page 30 

SPORTS 

Football: Chelsea are hoping that 
the inside knowledge of their Ital¬ 
ian manager. Gianluca Vialli. will 
work to their advantage in the 
European Cup Winners' Cup semi¬ 
final against Vicenza_Page 52 

Cricket: Nick Knight, the England 
opening batsman, followed up his 
century in the first one-day interna¬ 

tional against West Indies by scor¬ 
ing 90 in the second match in 
Barbados yesterday-Page 52 

Rugby league: Wigan Warriors 

look set to reassert their traditional 
dominance of the domestic game 
when the new Super League season 
opens tomorrow-Page 46 

Cricket: First-class umpires will 
have to sit examinations in 
future—_ Page 44 

Moving house: Patrick Marber*s 

uncompromising dissection of mo¬ 
res in the Nineties, Closer, has 
proved its popularity by transfer¬ 
ring to the West End-Page 36 

New films: Martin Scorsese turns 
his attention to the story of the 
Dalai Lama In Kundtui. while 
Sharon Stone finds herself on the 
ocean floor in the sci-fi flick 
Sphere-Page 37 

Unlikely venue: The City of Birm¬ 
ingham Touring Opera mounts a 
new production of The Cunning 
Little Vixen in the deliciously seedy 

Mayfair Suite.-.—.Page 39 

Young arc This year there are three 

venues for the Whitechapel Open, 
the annual show of work by mainly 
young artists living in east and 
southeast London-Page 38 

TOMORROW 

IN THE TIMES 

■ MEDIA 

Why Berlusconi 

changed his mind on 

the Murdoch deal 

■ EDUCATION 

As the conference season 

looms, John O’Leary 

reports on how the 

teaching unions are 

co-existing with Labour 

Dr Thomas Stuttaford: On acne, 
alopecia, telephone neck and he¬ 

reditary tremors-Page 19 

Flaunting It A handful of dia¬ 
monds and rubies smoothed over a 
swathe of platinum that flash to the 
rhythm of your heart and can 
transmit. your heartbeat to the 
Internet... romance meeting 
technology_Page 20 
Open letter. As Sir Richard Eyre 
prepares a report on opera and 
ballet in London. Mary Allen, who 
has resigned as the Royal Opera 
House's chief executive, offers him 

some suggestions_Page 21 

Reviews: Peter Ackroyd finds an 
emptiness in the works and life of 
Lawrence Dun-ell; Tobias Hills en¬ 
joys some English short stories; 

Hardy Amies finds himself suited 
to a life of Dior-Pages 40.41 

Beet buys: A night of luxury in 
Claridge'S for £100; lots of bargains 

on Turkish holidays.—Page 43 

A more basic need for the Israelis 
than an arrogant assessment of the 

capabilities of the Lebanese Army 

is to recognise the existence and the 
growing strength of the Lebanese 

state... Israel will never be able to 

deal with Lebanon until it grants 
the recognition that it itself so ear¬ 
nestly craves -Daily Star, Lebanon 

TVUSBNGS 

preview: Stephen Tomkinson be¬ 
comes a walking, scientific experi¬ 
ment. Oktober (ITV. 9pm). Review; 
Joe Joseph on the glue that holds 
friendships together....Pages 50, Si 

E 
A rocky summit 
The Asia-Europe summit that 
opens today urgently needs iq 
progress beyond conventional dip. 
lomatic courtesies.Page 23 

Beyond our Ken 
Mr Blair should be confident that 
when there is political diversity, the * 
best policies tend to win ....Page 23 t! 

Rushing to judgment 
U would be wise to wait a little 
before condemning the victims' 
compensation structure- Page 23 

WILLIAM REES-MOGG 
The Prime Minister was discussing 
an urgent problem: what on earth 
is to go into the Millennium Dome? 
He wrote: “We are forging a new 
patriotism focused on the potential 

we can fulfil in the future..." One ^ 
can turn these phrases over with 
ever increasing joy; they have a 
surrealist lack of meaning Page 22 

MAGNUS UNKLATER 
The (act is that he lAlastair Camp¬ 
bell], like Sir Bernard Ingham in 
his day, reflects the character ami 

policies of his boss, but unlike Sir 
Bernard, he is up on the parapet to 
catch the flak as well.Page 22 

VACLAV HAVEL 
An alliance such as Nato must be 
designed to protect shared values 
... the principal bond of such an 

alliance is solidarity......Page 22 

PETERT RIDDELL 
Reform of the House of Lords is* 
discussed as if it was merely an™ 
updating of lolanihe. dealing with 

an antequated and undemocratic 
part of the British heritage unfit¬ 
ting for the age of Cool 

Britannia -.. Page 10 

mi 

General Sir Frank King, GOC 
and Director of Operations Nonh¬ 
em Ireland. 1973-75: Bella Abzug, 
American feminist; Kate Cruise 
O’Brien, writer and editor; 
E.M.S. Namboodiripad. Indian 

Communist—.page 25 

Danger of disbanding the Territo¬ 

rial Army; violence at football 
matches.Page 23 
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THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 20,755 

ACROSS 
I Incredibly long Dutch kipper 

(3-3.6). 
9 Help province teat’s backward in 

country (5). 
10 Found habit less breakable? (9). 
11 Undistinguished collection of let¬ 

ters in dialect (9). 
12 Pretend to reveal a secret (3.2). 
13 Boss making mistake runs (6). 
IS Drugs producing a sign of tired¬ 

ness. certainly, around onset of 
night (8). 

18 Injury that’s fell bad in short 
holiday (4.4). 

19 Girt a learner displaying temper 
(6). 

22 Estimate length of African mam¬ 
mal (5). 

24 Like some photos showing result 
of good harvest (4-5). 

26 Unsatisfactory early part of life 
for children (9). 

Solution to Puzzle No 20754 

acuffiiusiin 
□HnsQmsmn bhedb 

s n e a n m a 
DEjnsmss anaemia 
a ns h n s 
nsiHffls nEQassnna 
SB EJ HI G3 a 
HKiSQHSGomn Qdsms 
s a a ns a 
naBQBnn anssinsca 
a s s a a n n 
nnnsffl ffiCDSBQsaara 
nnHnEjEjasa 
n asa ei e a b o a ii m 

27 A group of players out of consid¬ 
eration (5). 

28 Decent sale is arranged in 
specialist shop (12). 

DOWN 
1 Feeling sorry about home's 

destruction (71. 
2 Chaplain needs stuff before the 

instruction he gives (5). 
3 Accommodation suitable for 

house painters? (9). 
4 Bird sitting on church makes 

sudden movement (6). 
5 Irritating meshed fabric ensnares 

end of tool (8). 
6 Identification left on murder vic¬ 

tim (5). 
7 Peanuts dry and cooked can go 

into dish (3). 
8 Cheers army vehicles capturing 

height (6). 
14 Braggart’s come a cropper when 

one’s dismissed workers (8), 
16 Disparage study? One's taken on 

grind (9). 
17 Hand work to cover up if one gets 

rude words exposed In public (8). 
18 School that equips one to break 

new ground (6). 
20 Learnt remarkably with new 

source of enlightenment (7). 
21 Riddle with a score of variations 

(6). 
23 Fall back, having limited energy 

after trips round circuit (5). 
25 The equivalent of a mile off the 

track (5). 

Times Two Crossword, page 52 
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HOURSOF DARKNESS 

Sun rises: 
6 34 am 

Moon sets 
1.09 on 

FfrB quarter tomorrow 
London 7 35 pm to B 32 am 
Bristol 7 -IS pm to 6 <2 am 
Edinburgh 7 53 pm lo 6 39 am 
Manchester 7 46 pm to 6 38 am 
Penzance 7 55 pm to 6 55 am 

Sunsets: 
73&pm 

Moon rises 
10.16 am 

NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

. node up 
41.4% of tw raw material lor 
UK newspapers in the first 

OMS 

Catch the early bird. 

Swissair. Be in Zurich 

by 9 a.m., board a 

connecting flight be¬ 

fore 10, and 

Beat 
even nonstops from 

London to Eurooecm 

destinations. We make 

it our business to assist 

you in yourj. 

svrissairJjF 
worlds most refreshing ow-Goe. 

□ General: England and Wales wHI 
be affected by rain moving north¬ 
wards. Brighter weather later. Scot¬ 
land and Northern Ireland are 
expected to be mainly cloudy with 
patchy rain and drizzle. 
□ London, SE, E, NW and Cent N 
England, E Anglia, E&W Mid¬ 
lands, N. Wales: rain then sunny 
intervals and a few showers. Wind 
light or moderate. S or SE, veering 
mode rale S. Max 13C (55F). 
□ Central S and SW England, 
Channel Isles, S Wales: bright or 
sunny intervals, rain later. Wind 
moderate or fresh S, becoming fresh 
or strong SE. Max 14C (57F). 
□ Lake District, Isle of Man, NE 
England, Borders, Edinburgh & 

Dundee, SW Scotland, Glasgow, 
Northern Ireland: cloudy with rain, 
Wind fresh or strong. E. near-gale on 
some coasts later Max 11C (52F). 
□ Aberdeen, Central Highlands, 
Moray Firth, NE Scotland: mainly 
cloudy, patchy rain. Wind E. fresh or 
strong. Max 9C (48F). 

□ Argyll, NW Scotland: mainly dry, 
bright intervals. Wind E, strong to 
near-gale. Max 9C (48F). 
□ Orkney, Shetland; cloud, show¬ 
ers. Wind fresh E or NE. Max 7C (45F). 
□ Republic of Ireland: rain in North. 
Bright intervals in South, rain later. 
Wind E or SE, moderate or fresh. Max 
12C{54F). 

D Outlook: unsettled and windy. 

*7*.: :'L- rw fw . j TT) 
.■ • ^ fJvT 

24 hra to 5 pm: b-txtgW; c=doud; d-drtnle; dsodust Storm; du=dUt tafeir, (g-foa; g«galo; 
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Awsemore 4.7 001 7 45 sn 2.5 aoi 8 49 
Boftast 13 - 10 Ul du LXSahmptn 1.3 13 S5 
Birmingham . 0 01 10 50 ah London - Oil 12 54 r 
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Bristol 03 0.03 14 57 c MergTOe 0.4 002 11 52 i 
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Cardiff X 0 02 13 55 r Newcastle 0.04 8 48 T 
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EskdaBmulr 0.0 f 7 45 ail Sufcombe 44 0.07 13 55 
ExnvxJh 37 au 13 55 b SaunmSnd 3.9 aoe 15 as 
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Changes to the chart below from noon: low H will deepen as it heads NE Low D 
will remain and fill. High N is expected to decline slowly 
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VW to bid directly to Rolls-Royce shareholders 

Chandler: faces revolt 

By Adam Jones 

VOLKSWAGEN is to bypass the 
Vickers board to present a renewed 
offer for Rolls-Royce Motor Cars 
directly to shareholders. 

One major shareholder said yester¬ 
day that Sir Colin Chandler, the 
Vickers chairman, could face an 
investor revolt if the board ignored a 
concrete bid that promised more 
money than the £340 million that 
BMW has said it will pay. 

On Monday, Vickers, the parent 
company or the luxury carmaker, 
said it had accepted in principle the 
offer from BMW, which had always 
been seen as the favourite in the 

auction process because of its existing 
engine supply agreement. 

Volkswagen, among other bidders, 
was unhappy with the speed the 
Vickers made its decision, less than a 
week after the bid deadline. 

Vickers issued a terse statement 
yesterday after fevered speculation 
about VWs intentions. This con¬ 
firmed that the British engineering 
company is in exclusive negotiations 
with BMW, which has this privilege 
until the end of April. It added: 
“Vickers is therefore not currently in 
negotiations with any other parties." 

Christopher Fisher, who is han¬ 
dling the sale for Lazard, the Vickers 
adviser, said nothing had changed 

since Monday. "Maybe something 
better will turn up at the end of the 
day, I'm not banking on it. 1 want to 
make sure 1 have got the bird in the 
hand before 1 worry about whafs in 
the bushes." 

The major shareholder, who asked 
not to be named, said the £340 
million offered by BMW was not a 
bad price in the light of some of the 
pessimistic valuations floating 
around the City beforehand: "1 cant 
complain about the way the board 
has handled it so far.” 

However. Vickers needs share¬ 
holder approval at a special meeting 
probably in May. and the sharehold¬ 
er said the resolution to accept BMW 

Sterling 
strength 
fails to 

halt rise 
in output 

Ry Janet Bush, economics editor 

.&-f fey'... 
-*■ - .. r ■ r -TV:.’, r -S* : ' I. t ' * ' ■ -".V&v 

could be voted down if a watertight 
better offer is made. "The issue is: 
how firm is the offer?" 

Vickers said BMW could raise its 
own bid if h got wind of the amount 
VW was offering. "If VW were to put 
a concrete offer on the table. BMW 
will more than likely find out that 
they have done so." 

BUd. the German newspaper, had 
claimed yesterday that Volkswagen 
was prepared to add another DM 
200 million (£67 million) to its 
original offer. Bild claimed this was 
£500 million but this supposedly 
includes investment 

Volkswagen is keen to enter the 
super-luxury car market through the 

£v-,u-~ ■/>. [fix*-. 
fS%:r':X$£rr,: 
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MANUFACTURERS have 
continued to defy tbe ravages 
of a strong pound, toi 
output actually rising in 
March on the bade of strong 
domestic demand, according 
to the latest survey by The 
Chartered Institute of 
Purchasing and Supply. 

The survey bolstered shares 
in London yesterday. The 
FTSE100 index advanced 85.4 
points to close at a record 
6,017.6 after more than one 
billkm shares were traded. 

With the pound trading 
close to a nine-year high of 
almost DM3.10 yesterday and 
exporters complaining of the 
severe adverse impact an busi¬ 
ness. the institute said output 
accelerated in March despite a 
sharp fall in export orders. 

The purchasing managers' 
overall index rose to a season¬ 
ally adjusted 522. from 51.0 in 
February. Any reading above 
50.0 indicates growth. 

The latest survey highlight¬ 
ed the dilemma that will face 
the Bank of England’s Mone¬ 
tary Policy Committee (MPQ 
when it meets to discuss 
interest rale policy next Wed¬ 
nesday and Thursday. 

Another survey, published 
today by the Institute of Man¬ 
agement (IoM), shows that 
opinion on what the MFC 
ought to do with interest rates 
is deeply divided, depending 
on whether managers come 
from the manufacturing or 
service sectors. 

The survey shows that 59 
per cent of heads in manufac¬ 
turing want a cut in interest 
rates, with a third wanting 
them to be left unchanged. In 
the service sector, only 37 per 
cent of managers support a 
reduction in interest rates, 
with 52 per cent wanting them 
to remain at 7.25 per cent and 
one in 10 arguing for a rate 
rise. 

Business Strategies, the eco¬ 
nomic consultancy, will today 
issue a warning about the 
growing gap between manu¬ 
facturing and services. It says 
that the economy is overheat¬ 
ing in London and the South 

East but gives warning that • 
manufacturing is chi the brink ’ 
of recession. 

This split has reopened a . 
divide between north and •; 
south. Business Strategies ; 
said that the gap between \ 
employment growth in the ■ 
south and north was 13 per 
cent in 1997, the biggest gap 
since 1984 and larger than 
anything experience in the late 
1980s boom. 

The widening gap leaves 
next week’s interest rate deci¬ 
sion difficult to call. Recent 
data on consumer demand 
and on manufacturing has 
been ambiguous but there 
remains sufficient concern 
about economic strength over¬ 
all to give ammunition to the 
hawks on the MPC. They axe 
likely to fed more confident in 
their calls for higher rates 
after the purchasing manag¬ 
ers’ snapshot of manufactur¬ 
ing’s resilience last month. 

On the other hand, the news , 
on inflation continues to be 
good. The latest purchasing 
managers' prices index shows 
another sharp fall in average 
input prices, which have now 
fallen for 30 consecutive 
months. 

The IoM attributed the 
strength in overall manufac¬ 
turing largely to firms frying 
to satisfy existing contracts 
before Easter but nevertheless 
expressed relief about the 
strength of the performance 
given the pressure on exports. 

Peter Thomson, Director of 
the institute, said: “What is 
encouraging this month is the 
overall index is looking up¬ 
wards. I would not have 
forecast that a month ago. But 
it is going to take action to get 
the pound down before ex¬ 
ports pick up again." 

Sterling hovered close to 
DM3.10 yesterday, bolstered 
by the relative resilience ot 
manufacturing in the pur¬ 
chasing managers's survey. In 
late European trading, it was 
quota) at DMlOWalou^ 

higher than the DM2.0950 
that prevailed late on 

Tuesday. 
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purchase of Rolls, which includes 
Bentley. The company would not 
comment yesterday. 

BMW's contract to supply engines 
to the new Rolls-Royce and Bentley1 
models had been seen as a barrier 
because they would be withdrawn if 
another party won, forcing up the 
cost for the winning bidder. 

VW would also have to negotiate 
with Rolls-Royce pic. the aircraft 
engine maker, which has a contractu¬ 
al clause entitling it to stop a foreign 
owner from using the Rolls name 
and bonnet badge on cars. Vickers 
has previously said this clause, 
drawn up in the 1970s. contravenes 
European law and is invalid. 

CMC sold 
to Ocwen 
for £285m 

By Gavin Lumsden 

CITY MORTGAGE Corpora¬ 
tion, the controversial lender 
whose exorbitant redemption 
penalties and high interest 
rates prompted an investiga¬ 
tion by the Office of Fair 
Trading, has been sold for 
£285 million. 

Ocwen Financial Corpora¬ 
tion. a $3.1 billion mortgage 
servicer in Florida, has agreed 
to buy CMCs assets and 
businesses from Cityscape Ft- 
nandal Corporation, its strug¬ 
gling US parent 

Under the deal, £550 million 
of CMC loans will transfer to 
Ocwen. the biggest player in 
the UK’s growing “non-sta¬ 
tus" lending market The 
company paid £273 million 
this month for a 33 per cent 
stake in Norland Capital 
Group, which owns Kensing¬ 
ton Mortgage Company, the 
second biggest lender to the 
credit-impaired and self-em¬ 
ployed. The latest deal gives 
Ocwen control of £220 million 
of loans that CMC has been 
unable to securitise. 

David Steene, former man¬ 
aging director of CMC, who 
quit last month after the OFT 
intervention, earned £7 million 
in salaiy and options since 
CMC was formed in 1995. 

BUSINESS 
TODAY 

STOCK MARKET. 
INDICES 

FTSE 100_ 8017 jS (+35.4) 
Yield_?.. 2.72% 
FTSE All share .. 281&33 [-*-31.67) 
Nikkei..  16241.66 (-28x51) 
uhu York: 
Dow Jones- 6817.25 (+17.44)- 
S&P Composite 110200 (+025)* 

IRE" US RATE 

Federal Rjnds.... 
Long Bond. 102"»* 002°a) 
Yield_ 5.94%* (554%) 

.« ~ 
'--*1 LOUDON MONEY . 

V' K - 
3-mJh Interbank. 
Life tango* 
tutors (Jun)- 

71i% (TWI 

108'w (IMPia) 

STERLING 

New Yoric 
$- 
London: 
S- 
DM_ 
FFr_ 
SFr_ 
Yen- 
£ Index_ 

„ 1.6727* (1.6730) 

... 1.6755 tl .6746) 

... 3.0991 (3.0968) 

... 10J3800 (10-3750) 
_ 25637 (2-5528) 

223.17 (223.30) 
1085 (10R8) 

7‘-r» -"r- ' 
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London: 
DM_ 1.8530* (15474] 
FFr_ &214S* (6.19401 
SFr_ 1.5330* (15235) 
Yen_ 133.63* (133-22) 
S Index_1105 (110.7) 

Tokyo does Yen 133^5 

Brent 15ktay (Jun) $1455 ($14.75) 

London dose-I $301.05 ($30055) 

•denotes midday trading price 

Wilde card 
Wilde Sapte, one of the 
best-known of the City of 
London law firms, has 
thrown in its lot with Arthur 
Andersen, the 
accountancy and professional 
services group. 
Page 28 

Building up 
Alfred McAlpine, the 
housebuilding and 
construction group, is to 
consider offers fra- its 
American operations in 
moves to strengthen its UK 
business. Page 30 

Halifax 
faces £10m 
payoff bill 

By Richard Miles 
BANKING CORRESPONDENT 

HALIFAX could offer as 
modi as £10 million com¬ 
pensation to the Royal Bank 
of Scotland in the battle fin- 
control of Birmingham 
Midshires — so long as the 
building society accepts its 
£780 million takeover offer. 

However, payment of the 
compensation will not come 
directly from Halifax. In¬ 
stead. the bank wants any 
offer to come from the 
Midshires board, although 
Halifax will ultimately pick 
up die tab. 

RBS has refused to allow 
Birmingham Midshires to 
talk with Halifax since it 
tabled a rival offer three 
weeks ago. citing an exclu¬ 
sivity agreement until the 
end of 1998. RBS agreed a 
£6% million takeover of the 
building society last August 

George Mathewson, RBS 
chief executive, is under¬ 
stood to be willing to release 
Birmingham Midshires, led 
by Mike Jackson, from its 
agreement in return for 
compensation for legal and 
advisory expenses. 

Commentary, page 29 

BICC chief to 
get bonus of 

up to £195,000 
By Jason Nissfe and Marianne Curphev 

ALAN JONES, chief executive 
of BICC, has joined the compa¬ 
ny's short-term incentive plan, 
which could give him a bonus 
of as much as £195,000 this 
year, even though BICC said 
two years ago that he would 
not benefit from this scheme. 

BICCs annual report says 
that Mr Jones has now joined 
the short-term scheme, which 
can pay a bonus of 50 per cent 
of his E390.000 a year salary, 
as well as being a member of 
the group's long-term incentive 
plan (L-tip). 

However, Manifest, the 
proxy voting agency, has point¬ 
ed out that when me L-tip was 
introduced in 1996, BICC said 
that Mr Jones would not be 
joining the. short-term plan. 
BICCs poor performance since 
then — its shares have more 
than haired in value — means 
that the L-tip will not pay out 
much this year. A BICC 
spokesman said Mr Jones was 

' now allowed to benefit from 
both schemes because it was 
now “considered appropriate”. 

Jim Sutcliffe, who resigned 
as chief executive of Pruden¬ 
tial UK last September, re¬ 
ceived a £343.000 payoff. This 
took his total package, includ¬ 
ing share options and salary 
paid until he took his new post 
at Liberty International last 
month, to more than £13 
million last year. 

Two directors of BAT Indus¬ 
tries each received more than 
£1 million last year. Sandy 
Latch, who runs financial 
services, picked up a bonus of 
£488.000, taking his pay and 
options package to £1.003 mil¬ 
lion, while David Allvey, the 
finance director, exercised op¬ 
tions to make a gain of 
£644,000, taking his total 
package to £1.18 million. 

At Unilever Niall FitzGer¬ 
ald, the co-chairman, saw his 
pay package rise 47 per cent to 
£935,000 last year, thanks to a 
£240,000 bonus. He is still 
paid less than his Dutch coun¬ 
terpart Morris TabaksWat 
who picked up £948,000, a Cal! 
of more than £102,000. 

MilkMarque aims to be a big cheese 
... “Sm»dereffula- members, do you want us to bui 
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ByCarlMorhshed 

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS EDITOR 

DAIRY farmers in England an^WaJes 
may soon be asked to put up funds for 
a £100 million business venture by 
MUk Marque. The f^er-o^eddi^ 
rribution co-operative 
into cheese 
offset dedining demand for raw rrolR. 

Milk Marque recen ly aoW? 
small cheese plant m'^^idpfe^ 
to double its 
Andrew Dare, chairman of muk 

Marque Derek)Pm.entL^f_fu^I 

fa°Mrac prices* have fallen from 27pa 
litre two years ago to I9p. partly 
because of the strength of the pound 
against the European currencies in 
which the value of EU mdk price 
imports are calculated. The pnee 
Sifapse has devastated the incomes of 

dajyjr SSreWames lack of investment 
by the dairy industry for keeping 

demand at a kw level. “Since deregula¬ 
tion, the market for raw milk has 
declined by nearly 7 per cent but the 
major companies don’t want to invest 
in butter and cheese. Milk is perish¬ 
able: it must be collected. The farmer is 
at the mercy of-the processor." 

The first acquisition has been funded 
off Milk Marque’s balance sheet but 
the organisation has a net worth of just 
E37 million. Mr Dare admitted that 
further investment might require 
going back to the 17.000 members. “We 
are a co-op and we will say to our 

members, do you want us to build 
extra demand?" he said. 

The strategy will be opposed vigor¬ 
ously by the dairy combines, such as 
Northern Fbods. Unigate and 

• Avonmore Waterford. The big players 
. have complained to the Office of Fair 
Trading about the operation of Milk 
Marque's auction, claiming it lacked 
transparency. The OFT referred the 
matter to the Monopolies Commission, 
which is due to report in the autumn. 

Commentary, page 29 
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Halifax 
confirms 
pick-up 

By Anne Ashworth 

FURTHER evidence of the 
strengthening of the prop¬ 
erty market emerged yester¬ 
day in the Haiifax monthly 
house price index. 

The Halifax said UK 
house prices rose by 0.6 
per cent in March, after a 
flat February when no 
increase was seen. The 
average bouse price is 
£70,647. against £67,296 a 
year ago. 

The Haiifax predicts 
that the Budget stamp 
duty changes will have 
only marginal effect on 
prices in London and the 
South East The Chancel¬ 
lor doubled the rate of 
stamp duty on homes of 
E25Q.000-plus to 2 per cent 
The rate payable on prop¬ 
erties of £500.000 or more 
is now 3 per cent. 

On Tuesday the Nation¬ 
wide Building Society 
showed prices climbing by 
0.8 per cent in March ana 
a pick-up in activity after a 
winter slowdown. 

The Halifax reports a 
year-on-year increase of 
just 5 per cent compared 
with a 12.3 per cent rise 
reported by the Nation¬ 
wide. The results pro¬ 
duced by the two 
organisations show simi¬ 
lar data for London and 
the South, but Halifax's 
figures for the North 
suggest that growth in 
this region of the country 
is more subdued. 
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Wilde Sapte to break new 
ground in Andersen merger 

By Frances Gibb 
LEGAJL CORRESPONDENT 

WILDE SAPTE, one of the 
best-known City law firms, 
has thrown in its lot with 

| Arthur Andersen, the accoun¬ 
tancy and professional ser¬ 
vices group. 

The move, expected to be 
finalised this September, is die 
first link-up of an established 
City law firm and one of the 
top accountancy networks. 
Wilde Sapte, a 200-year-old 
firm well known for its bank¬ 
ing expertise, will join the 
English legal practice of Ar- 

Argos ready 
to fire 

final shot 
atGUS 

By Sarah Cunningham 
RETAIL CORRESPONDENT 

ARGOS will tomorrow reveal 
its final defence against the 
£1.6 billion hostile bid by 
Great Universal Stores after 
the Government's derision not 
to block the deal. 

Margaret Beckett. President 
of the Board of Trade, said 
yesterday that the proposed 
deal would not be referred to 
the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission. The news lifted 
Argos shares 21' ap to 645p in 
the expectation that GUS. led 
by Lord Wolfson of Sunning- 
dale. wifi substantially inc¬ 
rease its initial 570p offer price. 

GliS has seven days to de¬ 
cide whether to up the price, 
and is thought likely to move 
early next week. The Argos def¬ 
ence will centre on the return of 
up to E400 million cash to 
shareholders. This will further 
raise the pressure on GUS to 
lift its offer to at least 650p. 

The war of words between 
the two sides escalated. Lord 
Wolfson said: “'Stuart Rose's 
quick fix ‘solutions’ threaten 
Aigos: targeting a margin inc¬ 
rease when Aigos1 price leader¬ 
ship has fallen risks alienating 
Argos’ customer base." Stuart 
Rose replied that the final 
defence document “will demon¬ 
strate to shareholders that the 
substantive value of their busi¬ 
ness makes GUS’ bid look 
woefully inadequate”. 

■bur Andersen and bring to 
1.400 the total of lawyers now 
working for the Andersen 
group worldwide. 

Arthur Andersen has been 
known to want to strengthen 
its UK legal arm. while Wilde 
Sapte has suffered in recent 
years from a rapid expansion 
of offices abroad and in new 
areas of practice. The link-up 
was agreed after an over¬ 
whelming 71 out of 73 of Wilde 
Sapte’s partners voted in 
favour. 

Wilde Sapte will merge with 
Garretts, the law firm that 
provides Andersen’S existing 

legal arm in the United King¬ 
dom. and with Dun das & 
Wilson, its law firm in 
Scotland. 

Steven Blakeley, die manag¬ 
ing partner of Wilde Sapte 
who will become managing 
partner of Andersen's UK 
legal practice, said: “Our part¬ 
ners are enthusiastic about 
this proposition, it offers 
Wilde Sapte the opportunity to 
take a major step forward and 
play the lead role in the 
development of a world class 
practice delivering English 
law internationally.” 

Wilde Sapte has a total of 73 

partners and more than 600 
staff. The firm has developed a 
name for its work in all 
aspects of banking and fi¬ 
nance, including aviation, 
shipping and trade finance. 

Martha Klein, editor of 
Legal Business magazine, said 
that she thought the move 
would be a test case. “City 
firms will now sit bock and 
watch and see what happens. 
Accountancy firms are very 
differently structured from 
law firms, with many more 
junior staff relative, to the 
number of partners, and it will 
be interesting to see if Wilde 

Stephen Marks plans to build on the British success 

Strong sales fashioned 
by French Connection 

By Sarah Cunningham, retail correspondent 

FRENCH CONNECTION 
bucked the gloomy trend on 
the high street yesterday by 
reporting strong sales of both 
its core brand, aimed ai the 
teenage market and of its 
more sophisticated Nicole 
Farhi clothing. 

Like-for-like retail sales in 
Britain were up 14.8 per rent 
last year and are currently 
even higher. By contrast Next 
last week reported that sales 
have dipped in recent week. 

French Connection made a 
pretax profit of £&2 million in 
the year to January 31. up from 
£62 million. Earnings per 
share were 27(17.6p) and the 
final dividend will be 25p 
(L25p), giving a full-year pay 
out of 3-25p (2.75p). The final 
dividend will be paid on July 1. 

Stephen Marks, chief exec¬ 
utive, said the company plans 
to build on its British success 
by expanding overseas. A 
large new Nicole Farhi shop 

is to open in New York and 
French Connection stores are 
to open in Australia. Talks are 
also going on to open more 
brandies in Europe and the 
company is looking for a 
partner in Japan. 

Expansion is also on the 
cards in Britain, where the 
company Is to launch a mail 
order catalogue this month, 
and plans to open about ten 
stores per year for the next ten 
years. 

Sapte comes under pressure to 
alter this.” 

In a leading article on the 
merger next week, the maga¬ 
zine' says Wilde Sapte has 
suffered a loss of key lawyers in 
recent years. To blame was its 
expansion abroad, the building 
up of new' practice areas in¬ 
stead of a strong corporate 
practice and a “relaxed culture 
and lade of strong central 
management", which allowed 
"low-billing partners to while 
away their middle years in 
comfortable mediocrity"-_ 

Accountancy, page 32 

ITC moves 
to end TV 
channel 

bundling 
By Raymond Snoddy 

MEDIA EDITOR 

THE Independent Television 
Commission has taken action 
to ensure that viewers who 
want to subscribe for premi¬ 
um channels such as Sky 
Sports or Sky Movies do not 
have to buy subscriptions for 
less popular cable or satellite 
channels — a practice known 
as “bundling". 

The move was widely wel¬ 
comed despite the threat that it 
may result in fewer channels. 

The ITC said bundling re¬ 
stricted and distorted viewer- 
choice. In bundling, 
wholesalers such as BSkyB, 
which is 40 per rent owned by 
News International, owner of 
The Times, insist that cable 
companies have to offer a 
large package of basic chan¬ 
nels to at least 80 per cent of 
their subscribers 

The recommendations will 
end an element of protection 
for channels with low viewing 
figures, which until now have 
been included in the big basic 
package. Companies such as 
Flextech. which specialises in 
basic rather than premium 
channels, could be affected by 
the move. 

However. Roger Luard, the 
chief executive of Flextech said 
the extra flexibility was in the 
best interests of consumers. “If 
channels dont work they 
should be changed anyway.” 

Managers pay £40m 
for Meyer division 
MEYER INTERNATIONAL, the building materials group, 
will take an £11 million exceptional charge on the sale of its 
softwood and panel products business after a plunge in 
timber prices resulted in a lower-tban-expected disposal 
price. The company had valued the assets at about £45 
million but yesterday it agreed a £40 million deal with 
management of the division. 

Economic turmoil in South-East Asia has caused a 30 per cent 
fall in die price of plywood and softwood. The exceptional charge 
includes £4 million of goodwill previously written off to reserves. 
About £33.5 million of the purchase price is to be paid upfront. 
The net asset value of die businesses sold was £42 million at 
September 30.1997. Meyer shares fell Ibp to 396bp. 

Johnston Press to re-bid 
JOHNSTON PRESS, the local newspaper group, expects to 
relaunch its E52 million bid for Home Counties Newspapers 
if it receives Monopolies and Mergers Commission 
clearance. Johnston announced a 44 per cent increase in pre¬ 
tax profits to £34.6 million in the year to December. Earnings 
rose to U.98p a share (I0.2p) The total dividend is 3p a share 
(2.45pJ with a 2p final Margins increased from 18.9 per cent 
to 24 per cent. Tempus. page 30 

Greenalls’ Grand sale 
G REE NALLS, the pub and leisure group that last year 
completed iis exit from the three-star hotel market, has sold 
die five-star Grand Hotel in Eastbourne for £145 million. 
The buyer is ihe privately owned Elite Hotels, which operates 
Tylney Hall in Hampshire and Ashdown Park in East 
Sussex. A spokeswoman said the sale proceeds would be 
reinvested in the company's De Vere Hotels brand, adding: 
“We have no plans to sell any of our other hotels." 

A taste for Brooks 
THE eating-out trend helped Brooks Service Group, die 
retail service business, to boost its performance last year 
through an increase in demand for hotel and restaurant 
linen. The 1997 pre-tax profits rose to £1.66 million from £12 
million. The company said growth will be enhanced by the 
disposal of non-profitable high street shops as it moves 
towards outlets in shopping centres. Earnings per share rose 
to 9.67p (6.95p). A final dividend of 2.7p gives a 4p total (35p). 

Kenwood sells Print 4 
KENWOOD, the electrical appliances group, has sold its 
design and printing operation to Romsey Communications 
Group for £13 million. Print 4. which is based in Portsmouth, 
employs 32 people and is an integrated design studio and 
printing operation. The group, which has been under 
shareholder pressure from UK Active Value, has been cutting 
costs and shedding non-core operations to concentate on its 
core business of making kitchen appliances. 

Quintain acquisition 
QUINTAIN ESTATES, the property company, has acquired 
Estates Property Investment Company (Epic) for £222 million in 
cash and shares. The purchase includes a 120.000 sq ft retail and 
leisure complex in Sheffield and a 98,000 sq ft development in 
Leeds. The portfolio generates annual income of £22 million. 
Quintain is assuming Epic debts, including a E113 million 
mortgage debenture and loans worth £2.6 million repayable on 
April 30. Quintain shares were unchanged at 2024 p. 
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COMPUTING - FAXING — ■ PRINTING INNOVATING -.— COPYING 

i Aiding 
communication 

around the 
world Canon is pleased to be supporting 

the Asia Europe Summit. As a global 

organisation leading the field in 

business solutions and camera manu¬ 

facture, no one is better placed to aid 

communication across the world’s 

borders. And with our corporate 

philosophy of‘KyoseT, meaning living 

and working together for the 

common good, it's a role we take 

very seriously. 

This is why we are delighted that it 

will be Canon technology, quality 

and innovation that will provide the 

fax, copying and camera services 

(□support AS EM 2. 

Canon 
Canon (UK) Ltd. Canon House, Manor Road. Wallmgton. Surrey SMG QAJ www.canon.co.uk 

More than an organiser, PaimPilof is a personal productivity 
tool, with a powerful OS scalable according to your 

needs. Discover and try for free, more than 200 software, 
shareware, freeware applications specifically developed 
for the PalmPilof" which are included in the CD that comes 
with the package. PalmPiloP allows you to manage your 
datebook.your address book.your expenses,your notes and 
your email on a daily basis. On your pocket organiser and 
your PC you'll have personal data that is always up-to-date 
with HotSync* technology, that you can even run remotely 
with an optional GSM adaptor. (Adaptor sold separately). 

Palm, Pilot 
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Well that’s all right then. 

longer a shareholder in Camelot 
Group. It has paid the price of 
having a chairman, now former 
chairman, who tried to corrupt 
the saintly Richard Branson and 
been banished from enjoving the 

n??K?ft;mvcllyemenl WHh the UK/5 National Lottery. 
Really? Not quite. Certainly 

GTech is to be erased from the 
shareholders’ list but hardly on 
confiscatory terms. In fact, the 
company is collecting a cool £51 
million for Ultle more than 
lowering its profile in a manner 
that might make its involvement 
invisible to a short-sighted regu¬ 
lator. It collects its original stake 
money, its share of accumulated 
profits and a sum to equate to the 
dividends it would have received 
as a shareholder. 

On this basis, GTech might be 
said to be benefiting from its 
change of status, since it gets the 
cash up front. Nonetheless. Cam- 
dot says that expelling of GTech 
from its share register “is the 
right response to the public mood 
for a largely British-owned op- 
er»J°r of the National Lottery 
and that it is in the best interests 
of lottery players". 

Even Anthea Turner might see 
through this flannel. GTech re¬ 
mains as intimately involved 
with the lottery as ever it was for 
the simple reason that Camelot 

GTech still in the game 
cannot operate without iL The 
company has the essential tech¬ 
nical expertise, gained from 
being integral to ihe operation of 
two thirds of the world’s lotteries. 
Such expertise brings rich re¬ 
wards: last year. GTech made 
nearly $S00 million from its 
service agreements, and a slice of 
that came from the UK. 

The four companies that joined 
GTech to create ihe new Camelot 
knew the background of die 
colourful Guy Snowden and his 
crew but were happy to link with 
GTech. It is mere window dress¬ 
ing for them to try to argue that 
they are now any less closely 
connected with GTech because of 
its lack of shares. 

Whether the promised team of 
five regulators destined to re¬ 
place the stand in John Stoker 
will be impressed by the change 
ream ins to be seen. But they too 
will, no doubt, be made aware of 
the practical impossibility of 
separating GTech from the Nat¬ 
ional Lottery without blighting, 
at least temporarily, the dreams 
of a large part of the nation. And 
just as it would be hugely 
difficult to remove GTEch, so 
there could be enormous prob- 

COMMENTARY 
by our City Editor 

Jems in replacing Camelot. 
should it not win the next 
contract to operate the lottery. 
The special tills installed with 
retailers throughout the land 
remain the property of Camelot 
So the Government as well as the 
cbowners of the company has an 
interest in putting the best pos¬ 
sible gloss on what is merely a 
public relations exercise. 

Midshires must give 
RBS a graceful exit What price should be put 

on a banker's injured 
pride? The question is 

one that must now be exercising 
the minds of the board of the 
Birmingham Midshires Build¬ 
ing Society. If it will hand over a 
cheque to compensate Royal 
Bank of Scotland for losing its 
bid to take over Midshires, the 

building society will be set free to 
accept the significantly higher 
offer from Halifax. This would 
be a commonsense solution to an 
impasse which threatened to 
leave all parties, including more 
than a million Midshires mem¬ 
bers, in limbo. But how big will 
the cheque need to be? 

The redoubtable George 
Mathewson could have played 
gooseberry and stood in the way 
of the Halifax and Midshires 
wedding until his exclusivity 
agreement expires next January. 
But such intransigence would 
have won him few friends. 

As Maihewson's stance has 
softened, so has that of the 
Halifax chief executive. Mike 
Blackburn. He had initially inti¬ 
mated that there was no question 
of compensation being paid. For 
Blackburn, the face-saving for¬ 
mula may be to stand back and 
allow Midshires’ Michael Jack¬ 

son to proffer the cheque, al¬ 
though, since its honouring will 
be conditional on a successful 
merger, ir is Halifax that would 
eventually pick up the tab. 

Now all that remains is to 
settle the amount. Months of due 
diligence and manoeuvring 
around building societies* 
regulations can run up the bills. 
Estimates of the costs amassed 
by RBS so far hover between £5 
million and £10 million. Yet there 
are suggestions that Midshires* 
own thoughts are somewhat 
lower, perhaps down to a palnry 
£2 million, which barely buys 
you a learned opinion or two 
from a Scottish lawyer, let alone 
a set of pro forma accounts. 

There can be no hint of 
parsimony if RBS is to be 
allowed to bow out with grace. It 
may be galling for Michael 
Jackson to have to throw good 
money for the loss of a deal 

which had been likely to bring 
him a very senior role "in a rather 
larger organisation. But then, if 
he does the decent thing notv, it 
may even enhance his reput¬ 
ation. and perhaps his job pros¬ 
pects. in the eyes of Dr 
Mathewson. 

Food for thought 
down on the farm Just as well that the Monopo¬ 

lies and Mergers Com¬ 
mission has given itself a 

leisurely none months to opine 
about the state of the milk 
market. By the time it delivers its 
judgment, the landscape may 
have changed beyond recog¬ 
nition. At first glance, this looks 
like a battle that pits hill farmer 
Jones and Daisy the cow against 
the combined ranks of multi¬ 
national agribusiness. 

The reality is more complex. 
Farmer Jones produces a com¬ 
modity and in that respect he is 
little different to British Steel or 
the Saudi Arabian oil sheiks, 
buffeted by supply gluts, de¬ 
mand famines and the currency 
markets. But in two important 

respects he differs: milk is perish¬ 
able and milk is a rigged market 
with a price floor maintained by 
the European Union. However, 
price support will soon go and 
meanwhile, downstream, the 
retailers become increasingly eff¬ 
icient a few superstore owners 
now exercise almost complete 
control over the liquid milk 
market in Britain. Belatedly, the 
dairy processors are irying to 
seize the initiative, gobbling each 
other up, building market share. 

Where does that leave the 
farmers? Far behind. Milk 
Marque will have trouble 
convincing the MMC it can be 
both a fair auctioneer and a 
buyer. Dairy farmers should 
think twice about putting their 
pennies in Marque's new cheese 
plants. They would do better 
buying the neighbour’s farm. 

Figures to order 
GORDON BROWN could 
hardly have wished for more. Just 
hours after he had demonstrated 
his imperviousness to pleas for a 
lower pound come figures to 
show that manufacturing in¬ 
dustry is actually enjoying an 
upturn in orders and that stocks 
are being kept tight. But the same 
data does demonstrate that ex¬ 
ports are being hit. The hawks on 
the MPC should bear that in 
mind when they feel the urge to 
ratchet up interest rates agam. 

BAe criticised for 
failing to set out 
deals timetable 

BRITISH AEROSPACE and 
its Airbus partners were criti¬ 
cised yesterday by the head of a 
powerful committee of MPs 
after failing to agree a time¬ 
table for mergers. 

BAe. with Aerospatiale of 
France and Dasa of Germany, 
had been asked by their gov¬ 
ernments to come up with “a 
clear plan and timetable for 
action" by March 31. 

The three groups responded 
with a joint statement last week, 
alongside Casa of Spain, which 
said they all agreed on the 
principle of “a possible merger" 
to compete with US groups 
such as Boeing, but failed to say 
when if might happen. 

Michael Colvin, chairman of 
the House of Commons De¬ 
fence Select Committee, sad it 
was “the understatement of the 
year" to say that their joint ann¬ 
ouncement was short of detail. 

He claimed that aerospace 
companies have been talking 
about consolidation for 20 

By Adam Jones 

years: “How much longer is 
this talk going to go on for?" 

Kevin Smith, the BAe depu¬ 
ty managing director, admit¬ 
ted the lack of detail but said 
the issue of state ownership — 
Aerospatiale is controlled by 
the Fhench Government — 
had to be resolved first 

He also said European gov¬ 
ernments needed to be consist¬ 
ent in their procurement prac¬ 
tices and avoid the needless in¬ 
ternal competition typified by 
the three separate European 
fighter programmes. 

As MPs from both the Def¬ 
ence and Trade and Industry 
committees quizzed Mr Smith 
and senior representatives of 
other aerospace and defence 
groups. GEC said it was dose 
to completing a major Euro¬ 
pean alliance of its own. 

GEC has been in talks for 
eight months with Alenia of 
Italy over an electronics joint 
venture that would pool activi¬ 
ties in such areas as radar. 

battlefield control systems and 
air traffic control. 

GEC had previously sought 
to link with Thomson-CSF, the 
French electronics group, but 
was rebuffed by the French 
Government GEC and Alenia 
wUJ each take 50 per cent of the 
joint venture, which will be 
registered in The Netherlands. 

Although it was not formal¬ 
ly asked to make proposals on 
defence restructuring to the 
Government GEC submitted 
a document outlining its own 
vision of the industry's future. 

The contents have not been 
revealed, but GEC is thought 
to have argued strongly ag¬ 
ainst a “Fortress Europe" 
mentality that would damage 
the potential for alliances with 
US groups. GEC has been eye¬ 
ing the defence electronics 
arm of Northrop Grumman, 
which may have to be sold to 
placate US regulators and 
save its merger with Lockheed 
Martin. 

Dixons swallows more 
of market with Byte deal 
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By Sarah Cunningham 
RETAIL CORRESPONDENT 

DIXONS, die electronics re¬ 
tailing group, has tightened 
its grip on the personal com¬ 
puter market by buying Byte 
Computer Superstores from 
the privately owned Specialist 
Computer Holdings for the 
nominal sum of £50,000. 

Dixons is also acquiring a 
freehold property from SCH 
in Solihull for £4.9 mfliion. 
Byte operates 16 stores in the 
UK, with a further 45 conces¬ 
sions within Office World 
outlets. 

Byte employs about 500 
staff. Sales for the year to 
March 31 were approximately 
£80 million. 

The Byte name wifl disap¬ 
pear as Dixons absorbs the 
Byte stores into its own PC 
World, Currys and Dixons 
formats. However, Dixons in¬ 
tends to offer work to the 
majority of Byte's staff. 

John Clare, the Dixons 
chief executive, said: “The 
personal computer market is 
intensely competitive but this 
acquisition demonstrates our 
confidence in its long-term 
future and its continued 
growth potential." John Clare expressed confidence over Dixons'future growth potential." 

Irish group sets circulation targets for new titles 

Independent tops £100m 
By Raymond Snoddy, media editor 

\! DEPENDENT Newspa- 
?rs. the Irish group that 
sterday took over formal 
vnership of The Iruiepen- 
i:nt and Independent on 
unday newspapers, said that 
had yet to earmark any new 
ivestment for the tides. 
The Irish group, headed by 

Lmy O'Reilly, refused to con- 
no stories that it was pre- 
ired to invest £50 million 
,er five years in the titles, 
iving that no numbers have 
>[ been decided on, although 

there wall be “significant" in¬ 
vestment in editorial. 

The aim is to take the 
circulation of The Indepen¬ 
dent to250.000 and its Sunday 
sister to 300,000. . 

The hints on the future of 
The Independent came yesier- 
.... i^A,-*npnHeni Newsoa- 

capitalisation that recently 
reached Ir£l billion — rose 39 
per cent to lr23p. A final 
dividend of lrS^p makes a 
total ofIr7.8p. an increase of 13 
per cent 

Mr O’Reilly, the group’s 
chairman, said yesterday that 

day on^unced record pre-tax strongly m all the company’s 
I*"®1J^TBuion (£81 markets and the decision to 
JSn® f Thfs included a Ir£12 acquire full ownership of Wil- 
m- n n?aafn on disposals- son & Horton in New Zealand 
million net^ for would further enhance eam- 

^I?pn- which has a market ings growth in 1998. 

Lloyds takes £100m loss on Black Horse sale 
By Richard Miles 

HANKING CORRESPONDENT 

LLOYDS TSB is to take a £100 million 
loss on the sale of Black Horse and its 
other estate agency businesses to 
Bradford & Bingiey Building Society. 

Bradford & Bingiey is paying £56 
million for the business, the UK’S 
fourth largest estate agency. The deal 
brings 370 branches to the building 

society, which will more than double 
its branch network. 

Christopher Rodrigues, chief execu¬ 
tive of Bradford & Bingiey. said there 
were no plans to make any of the 3,400 
staff redundam. "This is not a 
rationalisation play. Rather. it‘s an 
expansion that will put us on virtually 
every high street," he said. 

Mr Rodrigues said the society would 
temporarily retain the Black Horse 

brand. The deal requires around 150 
former bank staff to continue to act for 
at least six months as the tied agents of 
Black Horse Financial Services, the life 
assurance arm of Uoyds TSB. 

Along with the estate agency. 
Bradford & Bingiey acquires the 
country’s biggest business relocation 
service, a property management com¬ 
pany and a significant surveying and 
valuations business. David Woodcock. 

managing director of Black Horse, 
also comes with the transaction. 

Lloyds TSB said ii would book a £30 
million profit on the sale but a charge for 
goodwill, previously written off against 
reserves, would lead to a net loss of £100 
million in its 1998 interim accounts. 

In May 1997 Uoyds TSB sold Mort¬ 
gage Express to B&B for £64 million. 
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We weren’t too surprised to hear chat almost everyone 

who responded to our business survey was pushed for time. 

It’s why we’re providing a number of ways to help you 

run your business more efficiently. One of these is ISDN. 

It’s an extremely quick and affordable way to 

send documents and files all over the country. You can also 

use it to transfer computer data, connect offices 

in different locations, or set up audio and video links. 

At Cable & Wireless, we’ve listened to thousands of business 

people-to help us provide the services you really need. 

Our aim is to offer a new approach to communications, so 

we’ve Started differently. With you. the customer. 

YVhst can we do for you' 
FreeCall 0800 068 8070 

http://www.cwcom.co.uk 

CABLE & WIRELESS 

( 



a 
v 
r 
a 
t 
l 

L 
G 

. 3 
e 

c 
A 

Q 
K 
m 
ol 
IV 
A 

m 
J:- 
ch 
Fi 

ez 

T 
R 
C 
su 
Y 
P- 
H 
a! 
C 
ai 

T 
R 

•ai 
di 

-1 

A 
11 
C 
SI 
m 
d; 
w 
ai 
di 
R> 

Li 
S’ 
Ifi 
Ti 
1A 

& 

30 MARKETS / ANALYSIS THE TIMES THURSDAY APRIL 21998 

SltlGkMAftiflSf*- 

■PI 
FTSE ends above 
level for the first 

LONDON blue chips hit 
record highs yesterday after 
the start of the second finan¬ 
cial quarter combined with an 
overall shortage of stock to 
help the FTSE 100 to close 
above the 6.000 level for the 
first time. 

Heavy buying from the US 
was blamed for an erratic 
day's trading, with large bun¬ 
dles of cash chasing random 
stocks—and left many dealers 
caught short of what they had 
thought would be the day's 
favourites. 

The FTSE 100 added 85.4 
points to close at 6,017.6. after 
touching 6,030.7 in mid-after¬ 
noon trading. Second-line 
stocks were barely affected, 
and the FTSE 250 edged ahead 
only 9.4 points, to 5534.8. 

Orange was the main benef¬ 
iciary of the FTSE's advance, 
leaving the future looking 
bright for SBC Warburg Dil¬ 
lon Read — which has some 
4 J per cent of the company left 
over after failing to place 
British Aerospace’s stake. 

Before the markets opened 
yesterday, it was looking at a 
ES million book loss after 
buying at a share — 
some 15p higher than Tues¬ 
day's prices. By close of trade 
yesterday. Orange shares had 
jumped 6.7 per cent to dose at 
406p and become the best 
performer in the FTSE 100. 

SBC however, sat tight all 
day. Yesterday's surge was 
achieved with only 3J3 mil¬ 
lion shares traded —- a far cry 
from the 52.3 million shares 
left with the broker. Dealers 
complain they are now short 
of Orange stock — and by 
drip-feeding the market, SBC 
can command almost any 
price it wants. 

LucasVarity had spent 
much of Tuesday in the dol¬ 
drums. after raising little UK 
enthusiasm for its results. But 
heavy demand from the US 
took the shares up 12*2 p to 
254p. a 52 per cent rise, afer 
much more favourable cover¬ 
age on Wall StreeL 

American buyers were also 
credited with the curious ad¬ 
vance of Great Universal 
Stores. 23bp better at 765p. Its 
570p-a-share cash offer for Ar¬ 
gos now looks woefully inad¬ 
equate after shares in its target 
advanced 21 *3 p to 645p. 

For the second successive 
day Security & General 
Media took its place amongst 
London's best performers. The 
security printer was delighted 
to learn that Colin Blackburn, 
a midas-touch investor, has 
spent some £100,000 of his 

John Clarke. left, finance director of Brooks Services, and 
John Walters saw the shares at their highest level since 1996 

money on a 45 per cent stake 
in the minnow. 

The shares rocketed 72 per 
cent to 51 *2 p. By chance, the 
management had spent 
ESI .000 on tile shares at 23.75p 
the days before. 

Mr Blackburn’s many cred¬ 
its are said to include buying 
Tadpole Technology at 6p. it 
added 4 p to 28p yesterday. 

Hays, up another 27p at £11. 

is said to be sniffing around 
Christian Satvesen. ll^p 
stronger at L26p. 

Consolidation in the logis¬ 
tics sector is said to have far 
further to go — and Hays is 
named as the prime predator. 

Another bidder is under¬ 
stood to be sizing up Sedgwick 
Group. S^p better at 168p. 

Xaar, whose supporters ex¬ 
pect its oil ink jet printing 
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THE CITY likes to picture 
Sir Iain Vallance. chairman 
of BT. looking down from 
his Telecom Tower with 
billions of pounds in his 
pocket and wondering 
which of his rivals to snap 
with the spare cash. 

Monday’s bid for Gener¬ 
al Cable by Telewest has 
only heightened expecta¬ 
tion that any sub-£l billion 
company which sends elec¬ 
tronic pulses down wires 
will soon find itself a bid 
target 

Hence the meteoric rise 
of Cable & Wireless, up 49 
per cent in the last three 
months alone. Vodafone 

has jumped 38 per cent in 
the same period and 
Energis has more than 
doubled since its January 
flotation. 

So which one will be 
blessed by the call from Sir 
Iain? BT is assuring the 
City that its cash would be 
better used snapping up 
smaller US telecoms 
companies. 

If true, this would sug¬ 
gest there is loo much froth 
in the sector. BT itself 
seems safe — but unless a 
mega-deal arrives soon, the 
lofty ratings of its rivals 
could soon begin to look 
vulnerable. 
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technology to revolutionise the 
printing market, eased Sbpto 
145p yesterday. A little-known 
fact is that MonntcasheL an 
AtM-listed stock, owns a 4.1 
per cent stake in Xaar. This 
has area ted a valuation loop¬ 
hole which is ripe for 
exploitation. 

Xaar’s meteoric rise, from 
lOZp last month, has valued 
the company at £73.8 million. 
This values Mountcashel's 
sake at £3.02 million — while 
the company itself is worth 
£6.06 million after its shares 
added 5p to 80p yesterday. 
Mountcashel has come down 
from I26p in October, and 
dealers expect there is much 
further to go. 

Couxtaulds will soon be 
demerging its coating busi¬ 
ness, and the City is beginning 
to think the split would yield a 
break-up value of 400p. The 
shares soon added 28p to 388p 
— a 12-month high. 

Shares of Brooks Service 
reached their highest level 
since 1996 yesterday after John 
Walters, chief executive, post¬ 
ed a 36 per cent profits rise. 
They rose 7*2p to 105p. 

Garden centres seem set for 
fierce competition, according 
to Merril Lynch, which recom¬ 
mends Country Gardens, up 
Mp at 244hp. -Its shares had 
been drifting after some direc¬ 
tors sold stock (ate last week. 

Rival Dobbies Garden 
Centre dropped 20p to 375p on 
word that its open share offer 
had attracted a take-up level 
below SO per cent It is largely 
held by venture capitalists, 
who cannot enjoy the open 
offer. 

Geo Interactive Media's 
news of a link with IBM went 
largely unnoticed. The compa¬ 
ny's shares added 7p to 148bp 
but dealers say the deal could 
be exceptionally lucrative. 

There was also heavy vol¬ 
ume in Air London, which 
comes out with its preliminar¬ 
ies next week. Word is that the 
profits wfll come in above the 
£23 million forecast by its 
broker, prompting Anthony 
Mack, chairman, to consider 
an even higher dividend. As a 
major shareholder, 60.1 per 
cent of any payout will end up 
in his back pocket. 
□ GILT-EDGED: Treasury 
10 per cent 2001 came under 
heavy demand, falling Es« to 
£1G22632. Treasury 6 per cent 
2028dropped £5m to £104l,3z. 
□ NEW YORK: Shares were 
narrowly mixed in choppy 
morning trade. By midday the 
Dow Jones industrial average 
was up 17.44 at 8J117-25. 

New York (midday): 
Dow Jones_B8I7-25 (*I7.44J 
SAP Oompaslte . IIOL0OWU5I 

Tokyo: 
Nikkei Average- 16241.66 (-Z85JH 

Hong Kong: 
Hsno SMI_ .... 11331.42 W 87.2® 

Amsterdam: 

Sydney. 
._ .. 2752.9 f*S.7J 

Frankfurt 

Singapore: 

Brussels: 
. 17647.45 (♦83.73) 

Paris: 
3883JI 1*7^ 

Zurich: 

London: 

FTSE Eurorap 100 — . 2837.28 f+31.55) 

FTSE Non Financials 
ftse Fixed interest _ 

.. 2793JS (+31.97) 
I4l2L3(tOJ8) 

SEAQ volume_1067.4m 
US$ — . 1.6748 WMXXQ) 
German Mark-3X3970 (+QJ30O7) 
Exchange index-I0R.9 HXl) 
Bank of England official dose (4pm) 

USDR- 1.257b 
RF1 _1603 Feb P.4%) Jan 1987^100 
RPEX_1515 Feb 0696) Jan 1987-100 

Advent 2 ver 102 + 2 
Bass B 96* 
Eurotunnel 01/03 Wis 4* 
Express Dairies 188* + I* 
Guardian IT 428 - 2 
Hartford Grp 3 
Monsoon (98* 
Oxford Asymmetry 453* 
Peel Hotels 107* - 3 
Pennant Inti 162* 
QuesterVCT2 90 
Safestore 75 - 6* 

nmm 
Cap & Regnl n/p (280) 25 
Oxford Bio n/p (10) 5* 
paragon n/p (180) 39 

pex n/p (3; i* - * 
Westbury n/p (235) 13* - * 

1 1 
RISES' 
CSalvesan .12Bpt+tVjp) 
KewiH Sys  . 795p (+0Opj 
Mlau Focus..eiyjp (+<5pl 
TClarice.136\p{+10p) 
CoiAtaukJs. 389p (+28pj 
CNroscienca.348’jp (+25p) 
Aspen Group. I50p (+I0p) 
UDerty ..  300p (+20p) 
Orange.:... 406p (+25'ip) 
Saalciii...  1l»p(+l0p) 
French Conn.. 427^ (+25p) 
Country Gardero.244t=p t+14p) 
Doeflex ..238'3p(+l3p) 
LucaSVarty.. 254p(+12,ap). 

FALLS: 
Black Aitdw.1l7,jp(-10p) 
Penna.2l9p(-15p) 
Ferraris Group.155p (-8’4)) 
Fllofax. 187'ap (-S'rp) 
Adam & Haivey.. 317'jp<-I5p> 
Eurolhenn ... 334p (-14’ip) 
Norbain... 289p (-12'apJ 
Gaskell...4Bip M^sp) 
DCS Group.482p (-18p) 
RotfeS Nolan.. 472'43(-15p) 
Ramco Energy.. 700p (-20p) 
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STCflLOTG SPOT AND FORWARD RATES 

Mta Rates for April I 
AinsienUm_ 
Brussels- 
Copenhagen- 
oubUn- 
FninJcfun_ 
Lisbon. 
Madrid. 
Milan—- 
Montreal_ 
New York- 
Oslo 
Paris_ 
Stockholm_ 
Tokyo._ 
Vienna- 
Zurich. 
Source Extei 

Raape 
3.4797-3.4938 
63.65063.9S8 
11.764-1 UI7 
IS47-IJE3S2 
3.0868-3.1006 
31604-3172*6 
26X05-263.14 
30S3J-30S7.4 
Z 3654-2.3757 
1^720-1*760 
12.757-1X816 
10J42-IOJ85 
I3J7D-I3439 
222JO-223.4J 
21.717-21.8)4 
15427-2.5653 

dose 
3.4907-3.4938 
63.S61-63.9S3 
11^06-11^17 
123(0-12350 
3.0976-3.1006 
31721-317.56 
262.90-263.14 
3053 J-3057.4 
2J73S-2J757 

I month 
UrlSpr 
24-l9pr 

V’.pr 
)S-«pr 
lvtpr 
'r^.pr 

69-Sepr 
5W3pr 

0604L54pr 

3 mouth 
3'rJVpr 
63-56pr 

l*-Vpr 
5t-tlpr 
3-2*pr 2<r-2Spr 

2D3-IS4pr 
17S-IS2PT 

'jJipr 
1.6750-1.6760 0^7M)J57pr a7i« 73pr 
I2ACQ-12.8I6 •i-*pr 
10375-10385 v*pr 
13.416-13.439 Wpr 
223A52-2Z3J2 IVI*pr 
21.792-21.814 V.pr 
2J62I-2S6SJ IVI'.pr 

Premium ■ pr. Discount 

r-Ipr 
l-'.pr 
l-Vpr 

JVJ«pr 
2vl*pr 

rrf£ 

Good time to dismount 
WITH the notable exception of Hambro 
Countrywide, few companies have succeeded 
in extracting high returns from the estate 
agency business on a grand scale. Lloyds TSB 
yesterday became the latest financial institu¬ 
tion to throw in the towel with the £56 million, 
sale of Black Horse and associated businesses 
to Bradford & Bingiey Building Society. 

The sale had been welHIagged. but 
contained a surprise: a £100 million write-off 
against goodwill. The implication of this is 
that the bank paid too much in the first place. 
How wise, then, 10 dispose of the units, albeit 
at a technical loss, just as the property cyde 
appears to be approaching a downturn. 

In spite of a string of disposals over the past 
six months. Lloyds TSB has still to confront its 
major rationalisation issue: a scaling of the 
2,000-plus branch network. Action has been 

delayed for two years (so far) by the UK’s 
archaic banking laws, which require the 
merger of Lloyds and TSB to be ratified by 
Parliament. 

Nevertheless, the rationalisation will go 
ahead, perhaps at the end of this year or more 
probably in early 1999. Dresdner KJeimvort 
Benson estimates that Lloyds TSB can close 
more than 800 branches and still retain one of 
the largest networks in the country. Such a 
move, says DKJB. would boost annual cost 
savings by £300 million by 2001. taking total 
savings from the merger to around £65(5 
million. 

On the basis of such savings, there is plenty 
more value to be wrung from Lloyds TSB. 
despite a price/earnings ratio of around 20 
times. At the very least, the stock is a hold: the 
more adventurous may consider it a buy. 

Alfred McAlpine 
OPERATING margins of 2.7 
per cent are rarely good 
enough for a chief executive 
to commend a business to 
shareholders. But this is civil 
engineering, a sector in 
which, even today, a profit of 
any kind is rare. McAlpine’s 
Oliver Whitehead believes 
his company is ahead of its 
peers, which says a lot about 
the rest. 

In bouse building there is 
a different story to teU, with 
margins already close to 
Whitehead’s target of 10 per 
cent. Raine. acquired last 
year, has been successfully 
integrated, and shows bow 
much value can be extracted 
by the larger groups from 
Britain’s band of smaller 
housebuilders. 

Investors who supported 
die rights issue at I42p to 
fund the Raine purchase 
have fared pretty weU, with 

the shares rising to 176bp to 
narrow the discount to the 
rest of the sector. 

McAlpine’s strong 
progress in 1997 has * not 
passed unnoticed in the mar¬ 
ket but many will have 
waited for the year-end fig¬ 
ures before buying the stock. 
These show McAlpine in 
better shape than for many 
years: the balance sheet is 

sound and the disposal of the 
remaining US operations 
will provide cash to expand 
housebuilding and construc¬ 
tion services. 

On a multiple of nine 
times expected earnings of 
I9.6p this year, the shares 
will rise further and should 
appeal to those who believe 
the construction sector will 
continue its gentle recovery* 

BUILDING A RECOVERY 

FTSE an share f 
index (rehasedjf 
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Filofax 
FILOFAX may have lost its 
place as an icon of personal 
organisers, but there is much 
more life in the company 
than the City’s Psion-loving 
analysts tend to give it credit 
for. 

Yesterday’s disposal of 
Henry Ling, the greeting 
cards company, marks a 
welcome end to a particularly 
miserable chapter in the com¬ 
pany's history. Ling was a 
dog from day one. absorbing 
ne»lless hours of senior 
management time and lasing 
millions in the process. 

The City is focusing on the 
paltry £1 million price tag. 
but for a company that is well 
on the way to losing some 
£100.000 this year alone any 
price is better than none. 

Now Filofax has washed 
its hands of greeting cards it 
can get back to work on 
milking its international rep¬ 
utation- Almost half of the 
group's profits come from 
overseas, where Filofax 
means personal organiser. 

As long as it costs less than 
the £400 needed for a Psion, 
it will continue to dominate 
the paper organiser market 

Meanwhile, it is keen to 
remind us about the “strate¬ 
gic options" open to it — ie. a 
takeover bid. It has effect¬ 
ively put itself up for sale, yet 
there is no takeover premium 
in the shares. 

On a fundamental basis. 
Filofax is fair value with its 
shares now 12.6 times fore¬ 
cast earnings. If anyone re¬ 
sponds to its takeover plea, 
the price could conceivably 
go considerably higher. 

Johnston Press 
YESTERDAY'S 44 per cent 
increase in pre-tax profit at 
Johnston Press, to £34.6 mil¬ 
lion. forms part of an increas- 
ingly positive story from 
Britain* regional newspaper 
industry. 

Most recent circulation fig¬ 
ures from the Newspaper So¬ 
ciety show weekly circu¬ 
lations up by 0.8 per cent and 
the rate of decline of dailies 

has fallen to 05 per cent. Of 
course it is a good time to be 
in regional newspapers — 
newsprint costs are down 
and classified advertising is 
up and showing no sign of 
falling away. 

Even so. it is remarkable 
that groups like Johnston are 
producing overall margins of 
24 per cent while Newsquest 
which reported earlier this 
week, increased its margins 
to 25 per cent from 18.4 per 
cent in 1997. Both groups see 
further progress to come. 

For those who have not re¬ 
alised it yet. the regional 
press — under dedicated spe¬ 
cialist management — is be 
coming a force to be reckoned 
with in the media. In invest¬ 
ment terms there is almost 
certainly more to come from 
groups such as Johnston and 
Newsquest who have bene- 
fitted greatly from the deci¬ 
sion of the big media groups 
to turn their backs on the "old 
fashioned and mature" re¬ 
gional press. 

Edited by Dominic Walsh 
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Period Open High Low Sea Vol 

Long GBi Juow . I0M8 108-10 lOMO 108-02 63765 
Previous open Interest 0 Sep 98 _ 10606 

German Govt Bond (Bund) JunM .. HJJ.41 10? A3 107JM 107.13 122182 
Previous open Interest 192652 Sep 98 - 106.93 106.98 106.93 106.78 43 

Five Year Gilt run 98 _ 102-59 1026S \<3LSO 10237 809 
Previous open Interest IM57 Sep 98 _ 103.72 0 

Italian Govt Bond (BTP) Jun 98 - 119.16 11938 118.91 II9DS 33223 
Previous open Interest M02J6 Sep 98 - 11939 

Japanese Govt Bond pGB) Jun 98 .. 13029 13054 13028 13034 2492 
Sep 98 - 13044 0 

Three Mth Steriing Jon 98 .. 9151 9231 92.48 92.49 14830 
Sep 98- 9162 9262 9238 9230 11519 

Previous open Interest 844934 Dec 98 - 9176 92.78 92.72 9174 15461 

Three Mth Earotnark Jun 98 - 96290 96J00 96250 96255 75345 
Previous open Interest 2IJ5894 Sep 98 - 46.130 96.140 96085 96.100 51554 

Three Mth Eurolira Jon 98 - 9537 9537 9SJ1 9532 29620 
Prevtaos open interest 926461 Sep 98 - 95-81 9531 95.71 95.72 18551 

Three Mth Euroswiss Jun 98 - 9ft43 98.44 9828 9835 34916 
Prevtma open Interest 122889 Sep 98. 983b 9837 98.12 98.19 14402 

Three Mth ECU Jun 98 - 95.78 95.79 95.77 95.77 579 
prevwusopen taicress 45087 Sep 98 . 95JB 9SS3 9500 9530 994 

FTSE 100 run 98 _ 59800 6l2a0 S969J) 60641) 35400 
Previous open interest 155785 Sep 98 - 6135b 6160.0 61350 616X0 101 

I.JSTrv *- **«.' * 

Base Rare Clearing Banks 7* Finance Hse 8 
Discount Marta Loom: O/nfRht high: t. LOW 6*. Week fixed: rH 
Treasury BiHs 2 mth 7V ; 3 rart 7V. Sell: 2 nuh 6“.: 3 nuh: 6"* 

limb 2 mds 3 mth 6 mlb 12 mth 
Prime Bank Bflls (Dis^ TwV, T—-T. T'o-To VrT» 
Sterling Money Rales: 7'V7, 7S-7'V 7"q-71*, 7'V"u 7nir7'. 
Inlertnnfc: T'a-T. 7*-7mm 7V* v\-r, 
Ovemlgbc open t>k dose 7. 

Local Authority Deps Tm n/a 7"u 7“>j 7* 
Sterling CDs Tw7"a 7*a-T •• 7^71. 7V7’» 7u^-7u>i 
DoOarCDs 5J6 n/a 5.59 5.65 5L78 
Building Society CD* TVJ "e 9rT H 7'rT» 7V7’„ 7vr- 

: ^ HXROPEWJUfONFf DETOSITS (%) % 

Csmote/ T day I mb 3 mth bauh CaB 
Dollar S"^5^ S'VS’ii 5VS* 
Devtschemaric 3te3'. Tu-p. 3*V J*» 4-3 
Freud) Franc 3*3 . svr. 3V3’. 3-r3* 3’r-2’. 
Swiss Franc 1'i-p. 1VI'. tvc. IV I'» IV* 
Y«r. V* "«■* Vi 1-par 

a uitrai la. 
Austria 
Belgium (Com)- 
Canada - 

1.5096-1.5106 
_ 1302-13.03 

3UI-JU3 

Denmark.- 
France- 
Germany- 
Hon* Kong _ 
Ireland- 
Italy 
Japan 
Malaysia- 
Netherlands- 
Noway- 
Portugal 

1.4 ISO-1.4155 
7D580-7J300Q 
6J05542075 
I-65HMJB22 
7.7488-7.7498 
1JS72-IJ592 
1825.7-1826.4 
13333-133.42 

3.67-X69 

Singapore- 
Spain- 
Sweden- 
Switzerland_ 

2.0870-10875 
7.6522-7.6572 
189.62-180-83 
1.6185-1.6195 
15730-157 JO 
82)105-84205 
1-5336-1^346 

Argentina peso*-(.6715-1.6742 
Australia dollar_Z5240-23Z74 
Bahrain dinar ___a(030637 
Brazil real*- t^779-1.9038 
China yuan-13.69B-I3.998 
Cyprus pound-0.891-0.910 
Finland markka-9.3025-9.4435 
Greece drachma- 330.75-S4i.25 
Hong Kong dollar- 12.9552-12.9646 
India rupee-65.42-66.77 
Indonesia nip lab -,-,.f- .. unq 
Kuwait dinar KD . 0.506-0.517 
Malaysia ringgit-130300-13.0350 
New Zealand dollar_337250-30306 
Pakistan rupee_ 72-30 Buy 
Saudi Arabia rtyal-&0IS6.I5O 
Singapore dollar_ 2.7053-2.7119 
S ATrtca rand (com)-8_i3M 
U A E dirham-6.0675-63035 
Barclays Treasury' UavdsBank 

I Mar 31 
ckw 

FTSE VOLUMES 

31 974 
Amvescap 654 
ASDAGp I1JQD 
Abbey Nil 4.700 
AUrtceftLelc IJOO 
Allied Dom 5JOO 
AB Foods 

BAT lnds 
BG 
BOC 
BP 

1.100 
isao 
5,500 

11.400 
3.200 

16X00 
4.100 

18.100 
12.900 8T _ 

Bk Of soot fiJOO 
Barclays 3.900 
Bass 
Billiton 

UOO 
3JSC 

Blue aide 3.400 
1.700 
1000 
4X00 

Boats 
BAe 
BA _ 
Bril Energy 4JW0 
Bridsh Land 3X00 
Bril steel 13X00 
Cable & wire 4.400 
Cadbury z.700 
camon ems 6-700 
Centrica «Joo 
Cm Union ieoo 
Compass 23)00 
Diageo 
EMI 
EneiwCp 
Enrerpr Oil 
GKN 
GDE 
GUS 
Gen acc 
Gen Elect __ 
Glaxo well ii.no 
Granada 2jao 
HSBC 
Halifax 

KT _ 
Kingfisher gjioo 
LASMO l U00 
Lad brake 

9.100 
4,000 
1.501 
2200 
1.100 
53X» 
2200 
Oao 
8.900 

4200 
10800 
1X00 
1300 

J.JOO 

Land Sec 2,100 
Legal 4 Gn X200 
uoydj TSB 16.100 
Lucasvarlty 4.700 
Maries Spcr 10500 
NatWesi Bk 25300 
Not Grid 5.700 
Nai Power 7.700 
Next 6.700 
Norwich Un 4.900 
Nycomed Amr 242 
Orange moo 
PSO 1.700 
Pearson ijdo 
PowetGen 1.4O0 
Prudential 4300 
Rail crack 2.100 
Rank Group SACO 
Reddu col 1.400 
Reed InO 5.100 
RemoUl 10300 
Reuters 4300 
Rio Tima 2^00 
Rolls Raya 8300 
BOVal A Sun 7300 
Ryl Bk Scot 1.900 
Safeway 5300 
Soinsbuiy 4.900 
Schraders )85 
Scot A New 2300 
Sow Power 4300 
Svm Trent 772 
Shell Trans 24.200 
Slebe 1300 
SmKJ Beta 14X00 
Smiths lnds 859 
sidoianu 4xoo 
Sun Life 853 
Tfcsco 7300 
Thames w 977 
Tomkins 4.700 
Unilever 30.900 
United Utils I .too 
Ltd News 1300 
Vodafone 9joo 
Whitbread j.iqq 
wiuiams 5,500 
Wolselev 4300 
wootwtdi 11300 
Zeneca 1.900 

amp Inc 
AMS CMP 
AT § T 
AbboB Late 
Advanced M 
Aanauit 
Ahmsnxcn ( 
Air Prod ft Chon sz% 
AtaTouch Conui 
AteMUon* 
Akan ATunuun 
Allied Signal 
Alum Cu ol An 
Amerada Hess 
AEP 
Amer taprar 
Aoier Cent Car 
Amer Home Pr 95", 
Ames tad 
Amer Stores 
Amer Standard 
Amertiedi 
Amgen 
Amoco 
Andrew CBcp 
Anheuserflurrii 
Apple Compute 
Amber Daniels 
Aimeo 
Armsrrng WrM 
Asarto 
Ail RldilTeJd 
Atmel Corp 
Auto pan Pro 
Atery Dennbon 
Avon .Produaj 
Biker Hughes 
Baldm Gas a t 
Banc One 
BankARKrica 
Bant or NY 

43* 44 
147. 14J 
«6*. Off* 
7V. 74**» 
J*. XV. 
83* «r- 
77* TTi 

1 82* 82'’. 
48". 48* 
57". S3 
31 31*. 
42 4T- 
M". or. 
58". sr. 
SIP- 50* 
92* 92. 
63* M". 
OS’. 95 

IB?.. US* 
25* 2S* 
45”, *f. 
48". 49* 
59". MP'« 
8tf. as* 
BP. 19* 
46* 46“- 
IT. zr* 
V XI". 
s* 5f. 

85". 86* 
2tP- 25". 
7T. 78’S. 
ir. 15* 
or. te 
sr. 53 
78* 7T. 
40* JH. 
32". 3?. 
t»V. 62* 
82 81". 
bT- or. 

118* ia?. 
47'. 45* 
54". 54. 
M". 08*. 

lot*- 101“. 
or. 67-. 

IIS’. 116*. 

Borer inti 
Boom Dleknsn 
Bctt Adoriuc 
BeUSouUt 
Ben wo® . ... 
Black ». occur ss* n 
Block (Hftg) 46* 471. 
Boeing SP- SI*. 
Boise Cascade »- 3b 
Bosmn Seten 6T*. 67”. 
BrtsnH Mpn sq IHV IM* 
Browning Porta 30* jr- 
BnanswWt 35 
Buillmpon NUta IM 104'. 
CMS Energy corp 46* 46". 
cs» m »s 
CBS Cura 33* XP. 
Ctenpoed Soup 56*. Sr. 
carouna pwt 45* 4T, 
Case Corp 
Caterpillar 
centra s sw 
Champion lad 
C3sase Mantat 
C&enon Cnrp 
Chrydcr 
Chubb Corp 
Cigna carp 
CUJcmp 
Gam 
Coastal Corp 
Coca Cola 
Coca cola em 
Crtwne-Palm 
CMunbta Enerpy rr. 78>. 
CDtombUHCA 1|". 3T 
Compaq Comp XT, » 
Comp ass IM 

bT. «■» 
54*. 54"- 
26". A* 
sr, w, 

L3S 134"— 
82 81 
41'a 41**. 
76 78* 

204* ZB 
141 142 
ate. as* 
64". 65* 
m tt1- 
36* 3b* 
W* 8b* 

Conagra 
Cons Edison 
Com Na Cai 
cooper mds 
CnresxaCeS 
ComlrtR Inc 
o>lde Credk 
crara Plnl 
Crown core 
none corp 

57* 57* 
37. 31". 
4b* 46". 
57* sr. 
so-. SW. 
a*. 40* 
4V. 43'*, 
sr- S3", 
58* W. 
53* sr. 
SB*. SB* 

Darion Hudson R8". 87* 
Done 
DeJta All Uner 
Dduxc Corp 
Digital Equip 
Milan] Depi » 
owner (WaM 
Dominion Res 
Done) ley (Ug 
Dmrr Qjrp 
Dra Chemical 
Dow Junes 
Dresser 

61* 61* 
lib-. |I7"- 
32'. ST. 

Dulc Ensrar 
ft BrtStreei Dun 1 

Du PWK 

Eaun Corp 

52*. sr. 
3V. 37 

MS’. w. 
41* 41* 
42 41* 
37 ra. 
97*. 97>. 
S3* 53*. 
4V. 47'. 
59 »■_ 
35 34*. 
6F. M* 
bT. Ur. 
65* 64* 
or. «'. 

« 

Apr I Mar .31 
cVw 

24 
44*- 
63". 
19". 
46-. 

45* 
es 
IV- 
46'. 

»• 2V. 
s a-.. 

t», bT, 
71* 71* 
SO* 78* 
63* 64* 

as* 
... 14* 
4T. 19: 
U4'« 64* 
46"- 45* 
•ft. 40*i 
sj *. 5 r- 
99- M*i 
72'. 71* 
45"- 45*. 
46". 47*. 
UT. B6 
86*- 86* 
7F- 79- 
6T. bT. 

Edison ini 
Elen Data Sys 
Emerson Elec 
Engelhard corp 
Enron Chip 
Emeigr 
Ethyl Chrp 
Eason 
FDX Holding 
FUC corp 
FPL Croup 
FI rib Third Banc 84'. 
Fl«l FWl Gip «' 
Fluor corp 
Fort Motor 
Fob James 
Famine Brands 
Franklin Res 
GTE corp 
Canned 
Gap me Del 
Gaiewaf 200 

Gen Dynamics 
Gen Euraic 
Gen Mills 
Gen Mown ... 
Gen Belnsarancc £S"«22I ■ 
Gen signal 46 47 
Genuine Fan* JT. 38"» 
Georgia Pac W- 64*. 
GIDeue Hi". M8', 
GUte Welle ADR 56* 54'- 
GoodrkJI (BF1 51". SI* 
Goodyear Tire 74* 75". 
Great Lakes 53'. S3". 
Halliburton Si* So 
Haremin General w* ss-. 
Hertz 1 Hi) 581- W- 
Heeute W- 
Herekey Foods 7|* 71 
Hcwtot FMftatd 
HUron Hands 
Home Depot 
Homenakr Mng 
Honeywell 
Househort 1ml 
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Over.!*» weekend, thuu- 
sands gathered in London 

prosecution. Yesterday, a new 
P0JK.V leadership in North York¬ 
shire announced its arrival by 
arresting almost 2<X) suspected 
L.rug offenders in dawn swoops. 
jMudi as these two gniups might 
loathe each other, they are essen- 
tjaffv on the same side. These an; 
the far-flung flunks or a frustrated 
army, ii is losing a long war 
against one of the costliest" social 
and economic ills of the age. 

Trade in narcotics that were 
made illegal in the first two 
decade-, of the century has grown 
huge!}- in the past 35 years. 
Worldwide, it may turn over E240 
billion a year. Cannabis/ marijua¬ 
na. usually rated the cheapest and 
least harmful, probably has 10-20 
per cent of the illegal narcotics 
market by value. By volume, it is 
market leader. 

In the UK, cannabis accounts for 
S5 per cent of drug arrests. Four 
times as many people are stopped 
for possession or trading as ten 

Decriminalisation fails the dope test 
years ago but two-thirds are now 
let off with a caution or less, ten 
times as many as in the mid-1980s. 

I ne authorities dearly now wor¬ 
ry much more about the crime 
generated by the trades illegality 
man bv ihe evils of the drug. 
Narcotics are the chief commod¬ 
ities of organised crime, breeding 
vtufence, corruption, gang wars 
and all the lesser offences that are 
taken for granted by outlaws, The 
state spends £500 million a year 
lighting the drug trade. 

At family level, some police 
experts think 40 per cent of 
robberies . often the nastiest, are 
made tn fund drug use. UK addicts 
Meal about £2 billion of other 
people’s property a year to fund 
their habits. 

They make even more impact on 
non-addicts' lifestyles; their fear of 
the dark, their spending on locks, 
alarms and insurance. Cannabis 
users steal far less than heroin 

users only because their drug costs 

No-wonder that die appoint¬ 
ment of a “drug tsar“ and develop¬ 
ment of a national crime squad 

- has been accompanied by another 
campaign to change the law. This 
one has been orchestrated by the 
Independent an Sunday, whose 
editor, a child of hippiedom. only 
wants pot-smoking to stop being a 
criminal offence. Given decades of 
war propaganda, this is reckoned 
to be the most politicians could 
concede without declaring uncon¬ 
ditional surrender to drug barons. 
But this modest change would 
leave production, supply and trad¬ 
ing of cannabis illegal, along with 
all other drugs — for now. 

Millions of words have been 
written a hour this drug culture 
clash over six months, but the 
campaign to "decriminalise" can¬ 
nabis dots not seem to have 
considered even basic dope-level 

GRAHAM 
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economics. It fails the test. If use 
were no longer illegal, demand for 
cannabis at any given price would 
rise sharply. Many people do not 
use the drug because it is illegal, 
either from respect or fear of the 
Jaw — just as millions break 
speeding laws but would go faster 
if limits were abolished. 

By contrast, demminalisaoon 
has no effect on supply, which 

remains illegal. To meet higher 
demand, prices would rise, breed¬ 
ing more organised crime and 
more small-time crimes against 
Innocent third panics. Only a 
grow-your-own movement might 
ease this, if that too were allowed. 

Other trades that live in this 
twilight of legal ambiguity, such as 
prostitution and pornography, 
suggest that it breeds crime, 
exploits young people who are 
beyond legal regulation, and gen¬ 
erates the monopoly profits that 
are the rent of crime for those 
prepared to take the risk. It is a 
manifesto for mafias. 

The only true alternative to 
today's trench warfare is to convert 
cannabis, and possibly other ille¬ 
gal drugs, into legal trades run by 
repeatable corporations. In that 
case, supply would rise dramati¬ 
cally, slashing prices and improv¬ 
ing quality. Why should cannabis 
cost more than tobacco? Supply 

could then be regulated and taxed 
instead of causing crime. 

That is why. for instance; both 
Milton Friedman, the disciplined 
monetarist, and Professor Jim 
Cower, the father of City regula¬ 
tion. thought the trade should be 
legal. Professor Friedman, admit¬ 
tedly. tends to take caveat empior 
to extremes, damning the long 
delays in testing new medicines 
before they ran be sold. 

inevitably, a legal low-price 
cannabis industry would sell far 
more of the siuff than ihe illegal 
trade or even the one-sided legality 
of decriminalisadon. So the real 
dangers of the drug become criti¬ 
cal and we are back to the old 
question of whether tobacco and 
alcohol would be allowed if they 
came into use now. A House of 
Lords committee is investigating 
cannabis. But as the pharmaceuti¬ 
cals industry knows, ail drugs are 
dangerous. Any powerful chemi¬ 
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cal, used regularly, is likely to have 
unwelcome side-effects. The issue 
is whether “recreational use" can 
be balanced against such risks. 

Libertarians such as the canna¬ 
bis campaigners are gaining vic¬ 
tories at the same time as 
paternalists anxious to protect 
consumers. This leads 10 bizarre 
overlaps. 

Abortion is effectively available 
on demand and curious teenage 
boys are. we leam. 10 lose protec¬ 
tion from dirty old men. Yet 
casinos cannot advertise and fam¬ 
ilies can no longer buy more than a 
dozen aspirin at a time, enormous¬ 
ly raising the cost. 

The common thread may be that 
libertarians are winning on moral 
issues; paternal Lets rale ever more 
Sternly on commercial ones. This 
may be another manifestation of 
British prejudice against profit, 
which so bedevils utilities. If 
libertarians succeeded in legalis¬ 
ing cannabis, paternalists hard¬ 
ened by the banJe against 
cigarettes would seek to protect 
children, sue for side-effects and 
soon drive it underground again. 

Robber-baron 
thirsts for 
capitalist 

respectability 
TT ladimir Potanin is the 

% / epitome of Russian 
w/ capitalism. Barely 36. 
V he is reputed to be the 

richest man in Russia. He 
master-minded the Yeltsin 
presidental re-election cam¬ 
paign and served for a year as 
Deputy Prime Minister in the 
Yeltsin Government. The 
phrase “robber-baron" appears 
to have been coined by Rus¬ 
sians. for Mr Ratanin. who has 
moved from obscurity to the 
core of the tangled web of die 
business/political community 
in lightening quick time. 

The stock market-quoted ele¬ 
ments of his In terras business 
empire, which encompasses 
everything from telecoms and 
oil to the Moscow Army sport¬ 
ing dub. are valued at $32 
billion. Russia’s almost non¬ 
existent company laws make it 
difficult to assess his personal 
wealth but estimates suggest 
US$3 billion (LlJS billion). 

it would be easy to caricature 
Mr Potanin as the quintessen-" 
tia) self-made man. A minor 
bureaucrat, it has taken him 
less than eight years to assem¬ 
ble his sprawling business 
group. A member of the Com¬ 
munist Youth Organisation, he 
was too young to ever become 
part of the nomenclature that 
dominated Soviet political-in¬ 
dustrial life. 

!n the post-communist vacu¬ 
um. however, Mr Potanin had 
certain advantages. The son of 
a irade attach^, he had experi¬ 
ence of firing abroad and some 
knowledge of how non-commu¬ 
nist economies functioned. He 
graduated from Moscow Univ¬ 
ersity' with a degree in intema- 
rional finance alongside ten 
classmates who now help staff 
.;is empire. He then served for 
...yen years in the Soviet For¬ 
eign Trade Ministry, esiablish- 
inl invaluable contacts. When 
in ;oo2 he sought to establish- 

Bank, how the comer- 
of his interests — Mr 

Potanin was able to persuade 
4U companies that had previ¬ 
ously operated under the min- 
rVcry umbrella to stump up the 
starting capital. 

Jf Unexim has proved the 
;chiclc for his ambitions, it is 
;v«r Potanin’s personal skills 
thin have driven him to the top 

Russia’s business oommun- 
ir.. He oozes charisma, an 
-ssential to get ahead in a 
p marry where trust and per- 

Alasdair 
Murray 

meets the 
man driving 

Russians 
Westward 

sona! contact alone compensate 
for the almost total absence of a 
legal structure. His office in the 
Moscow headquarters of 
Unexim Bank, which used to 
serve as a State trading bank, 
gently hint at his status without 
being too ostentatious. The 
only obvious personal artifacts 
are a Russian flag in the comer 
and an ornate grandfather 
clock. He conducts the inter¬ 
view in near-perfect English, 
coloured only by an appealing 
Slavic accent and a disarming 
employment of the word 

Potanin: oozes charisma 

"frankly" whenever the subject 
matter becomes controversial. 

As befits a keen chess player, 
he possesses the kind of strate¬ 
gic brain that to date has 
always kept him two moves 
ahead of rivals. He has helped 
to mould the development of 
capitalism in Russia, serving as 
the first deputy chairman of die 
Russian Government during 
1996. He was the architect of 
the infamous loans-for-s hares 
privatisation scheme, which 
involved the Government lend¬ 
ing shares in State enterprises 
in return for badly needed 

bridging loans. If the loans 
were not repaid by a deadline, 
the bank that made the original 
loan became the permanent 
owner of the shares, lb the 
surprise of few, Mr Potanin 
became one of the biggest 
beneficiaries of the scheme. 

Few Russian businessmen 
are yet prepared to risk the ire 
of the country’s nationalist 
right by linking up with the 
West Mr Potanin has. how¬ 
ever, not only sold a 10 per cent 
stake in Sidanco. the oil com¬ 
pany. to BP, but teamed up 
with George Soros to gain a 25 
per cent stake in SyvazinvesL 
the regional telecoms group. 

The link with Mr Soros is 
particularly daring, because 
die billionaire investor has not 
only been a vocal critic of 
Russia but is Jewish, and anti¬ 
semitism still runs deep in 
Russia. Mr Potanin notably 
combines these Western con¬ 
tacts with a role as one of the 
largest donors to the Russian 
Orthodox Church and a habit 
of talking grandly about en¬ 
couraging the “spiritual re¬ 
birth of the Russian church”. 

Now. however, Mr Potanin 
is preparing to take his biggest 
gamble, one that could prove a 
turning point not just for his 
conglomerate but for the future 
of Russia. He wants to end the 
period of red-raw capitalism, 
characterised by die rise of 
"robber-barons", himself in¬ 
cluded, and bring the system 
firmly under Western style 
laws. He explains: “I want to 
make an example for other 
Russian companies so that they 
can become mare transparent" 

In the immediate term. Mr 
Potanin needs to become an 
upstanding Western-style busi¬ 
nessmen because he needs 
access 10 substantial capital “I 
am big enough to stop having 
to prove it to everyone. It is time 
to pay more attention to the 
assets.” he said. 

Most of his companies are 
beset with the problems associ¬ 
ated with former communist- 
run industries; out-dated 
equipment, inefficient working 
practices and debts often run¬ 
ning into billtons of dollars. It 
will take more than a small 
cash injection to turn these 
companies around, but West¬ 
ern invertors are-understand¬ 
ably waxy of loaning huge 
sums when the Russian busi¬ 
ness environment remains so 
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Vladimir Potanin wants to encourage the “spiritual re-birth of the Russian church” 

opaque, BP has helped give Mr 
Fbtanin a nudge1 in the right 
direction, expressing serious 
reservations over a Sidanko 
bond issue that ignored the 
rights of the minority owners. 

"The rules of the gome have 
changed very quickly." Mr 
Potanin admits. “What we did 
was more or less OK a couple 
of years ago but is dearly not 
acceptable now.” 

It is Mr Potanin’S longer- 
term target of trying to extricate 
business from politics that 
could have a far more profound 
influence on Russia's future. 
He was central to the late push 
that helped secure Mr Yeltsin'S 
re-election in 1996. In a rare 
example of business-commun¬ 
ity harmony, he helped 
mobilise a vast fighting fund, 
while also swinging his media 
interests firmly behind the 
President. Mr Potanin does not 
deny his role in the reelection 
campaign, arguing that the 
return of the Communists 
would have been a disaster. 
However, he insists, slightly 
disingenuously, that he did not 
want to take up a position in the 

reek-bearing gift WM 
; aM delighted that Lakis 
■Vilianasiou, a true heavy- 

in the water sector in 
11 lore ways than one. is part of 
ijK new intake salvaged by 
, ominerzbank out of the ruins 

ijBS. Delighted for his good 
V.riune. and because it allows 
jne to repeat the goat story. He 

moving along with the UBS 

property, insurance, technol¬ 
ogy, metals and mining and 
of] and gas teams. No sign or 
John Aitken, banks guru 
being courted by Commerz¬ 
bank. but as UBS says he 
doesn’t work there any more, 
it can only be a matter of time. 

As to the goals, Athanasiou. 
as Greek as the Elgin Mar- 

b!es. was at an investment 
analysis' dinner a while back, 
and related a funny proverb 
from the old country. Appar¬ 
ently, in Greece.., actually, l 
think I’ll leave the next bit ait 
to be on the safe side. 

□ I HEAR an intriguing bit of 
tittle-tattle about the Savoy. A 
usually reliable City source 
tells me tkat one of the Ameri¬ 
can predators eyeing the 
group had lined up the team 
at Cliveden to take over the 
management in the event of a 
successful bid. I call John 
Tham, the Swiss hotelier who, 
it would be irrelevant to point 
out. is married to Jenny 
Agutter and who is managing 
director of Cliveden. “In my 
dreams," he says. “Nice ru¬ 
mour - keep it 'going." 

Out there 
AN INVESTMENT opportu¬ 
nity both terrifying and un¬ 

post-election Government. 
"Frankly speaking, I had no 
desire to go into Government. I 
would prefer people to see me 
as a professional not a politi¬ 
cian,” he said, though he is 
happy to be an adviser. 

Now that the spoils of the 
State have been largely shared 
out. it is in the interests of the 
new owners to try and de- 
politidse the business environ¬ 
ment. As long as ownership 
remains a political issue, the 
danger is that a sudden change 
in Government will result in 
the rapid demolition of Rus¬ 
sia's new business empires. Mr 
Potanin says he is now reluc¬ 
tant to declare his political 
affiliations and appears intoler¬ 
ant of the series of scandals — 
in which his companies have 
been embroiled a number of 
times — that have been played 
out in the Russian media these 
past six months and dubbed 
“the banker's war". 

He predicts “a la of scandals 
as candidates position them¬ 
selves" for the presidential 
election campaign. 

With no sense of irony, Mr 

about investing in space tech¬ 
nology and interstellar travel. 
But they want your money, 
and are offering astronomical, 
as it were, returns. To any spe¬ 
cies in the cosmos, it seems, 
because once the money is in¬ 
vested, “the entity may also re¬ 
invest his or her earnings". 
His or her? What’s this, dis- 
crimination against hermaph¬ 
roditic Martian slime moulds? 
Somewhat speculative. 

CITY 
DIARY 

earthly, from the Internet, via 
an intermediary who advises 
me to remember the date. But 
Americans, as we know, have 
no sense of humour, so we can 
take it the Dream Solution 
Venture Corporation of Las 
Vegas, Nevada, is on the level. 
So to speak. “A corporation 
based on sound knowledge 
and mission to give our gift of 
total awareness about our¬ 
selves and the Universe we 
live in to people." 

Lots of this sort of stuff, and 

CU Jimmy? Job sharing 
A REPORT arrives claiming 
to show the Scots in a new 
light. They are the feast likely 
of all the peoples sharing these 
isles to have saved for their re¬ 
tirement. and they are not 
ashamed of their lade of thrift. 
Even if they had known 15 
years ago that they would face 
a penurious old age. two 
thirds would still not have 
changed the provisions they 
made. This is based on re¬ 
search from the Prudential. So 
we can conclude that the Scots 
may not have changed their 
national charateristics, but 
they have learnt how to send 
pension salesmen packing. 

IN A week when the nation, 
the newspapers and even our 
political leaders appear trans¬ 
fixed by the tnon-existent) 
jailing of a (non-existent} trav¬ 
el agent in a (non-existent) 
northern town, any departure 
into die fantasy land of April 
Fool's jokes in the press would 
seem otiose: 

But I was amused by a report 
in the French financial daily La 
Tribune suggesting that the 
logjam over who should head 
the European Central Bank 
has been broken. After the suc¬ 
cess of the Parisian anti-pollu¬ 
tion policy of banning cars on 
alternate days depending on 

Russian bank 
faces long 
thaw at its 

frozen asset 
Alasdair Murray counts the 
blessing of nickel in Norilsk 

Potanin, however, claims his 
real concern is that too much 
business and political power 
has become concentrated in too 
few hands. “If we had 30 or so 
well-established companies 

• there would be less scandals." 
he said. "The influence of 
business should become less, 
the concentration of capital 
should decrease, business in¬ 
volvement with political affairs 
should dimmish." 

While Russia’s young democ¬ 
racy remains in such a fragile 
state. Mr Potanin'S reformist 
ambitions appear optimistic. 
Yet he believes that Russia 
could evolve to became a more 
normal capitalist society in a 
relatively short time. 

“In eight or ten years we will 
have a new generation of 
leaders. Younger, more com¬ 
petitive and more aggressive. If 
we can push through the 
necessary reforms, people will 
adjust and begin to feel more 
comfortable with the new 
laws." If Mr Potanin can make 
the transition from “robber- 
baron " to respectable capitalist. 
Russia might just follow. 

D “STUDY the past, if you 
would divine the future.’' A 
quotation from Confucius 
which adorns the front of the 
annual report of PSD, the re¬ 
cruitment specialist, and 
therefore wins the company 
the title of most pretentious 
message to shareholders this 
year. Although the season is 
yet young. 

BY normal standards, (he 
City of Norilsk should not 
exist. Located deep inside 
the Arctic Cirde. the City lies 
some 3.000 miles from 
Moscow and more than 
1,000 miles from the 
provincial capital of 
Krasnoyarsk. 

The dim ate makes 
Moscow look positively 
tropical: the average year- 
round temperature is minus 
14C and in the depths of 
winter the thermometer dips 
below minus 50C while 
the wind reaches speeds well 
in excess of lOOmph. Even 
in the brief summer weeks, 
the plague of mosquitoes 
that arrives with wanner 
weather makes it 
impossible to go outside 
without bring fuUy 
covered. 

The.tity’s quarter of a 
million inhabitants are left to 
console themselves with 
the thought that at least the 
cold of Norilsk is a dry 
one. making conditions a 
touch more bearable in 
winter than the Russian 
heartland, or so daim 
those who live there. 

Norilsk does, however, 
have one major asset. It sits 
on top of one of the largest 
reserves of nickel ore in the 
world, capable of 
supplying about 20 per cent 
of global nickel 
production each year, as well 
as a substantial slice of the 
palladium and platinum 
markets. The Communist 
Government of the Soviet 
Union, desperate to shore 
up its supplies of these vital 
metals, set about creating 
the city with no thought of 
the real economic costs of 
the project 

The cash-strapped 
Government of Russia, which 
assumed control after the 
collapse of the Soviet Union, 
was left with little choice 
but to privatise the company, 
which was no longer able 
to honour its wages bilL 

Unexim Bank seamed 
a 38 percent stake in the 
company, under the loans- 
for-shares scheme, at the 
knockdown price of 
US$250 million (£150 
million). In the bargain, 
however, the bank has had to 
cover back taxes and 

their number-plates. France's 
central bank Governor. Jeart- 
Claude Trichet and the other 
candidate. Holland’s Wim 
Duisenberg. will job-share, 
Trichet taking even-numbered 
days and Duisenberg odd 
numbers. 

Yes, well, the French were 
never a nation of inspired co¬ 
medians. The truth of the mat¬ 
ter is that Trichet is now 
reckoned to have no chance. 
This means that the job of 
head of the European Bank for 

agree to $300 million of 
immediate investment The 
bank had acquired not 
only an inefficient relic of the 
communist era but also 
taken control of the entire diy 
around it. complete with 
the costs of maintaining food 
supplies, power 
generation, the local telecom 
system and the upkeep of 
the buildings. 

This has left the 
privatised company with a 
double dilemma. The 
mining company was already 
grossly overmanned. Yet it 
can hardly dismiss workers 
in a city that offers no 
other job prospects. Besides, 
the heavy subsidies 
received for Norilsk mean 
that the company, which 
employs 110.000, would 
continue to pick up the bill 
for the redundant workers 
anyway. So Unexim is left 
relying on the fact that the 
dismal weather forces 
1,000 people to leave the 
company each month. 

More difficult to deal 
with arc the 40,000 
pensioners who live in the 
city. Many of them are 
reluctant to leave. By 
Russian standards. Norilsk 
provides a good pension 
and well-designed 
accommodation. The 
former workers also take a 
certain pride in the city, 
which they helped forge out 
of the tundra. The 
company has had little choice 
but to try to encourage an 
exodus by buying up 
apartments — which will 
never be resold — to provide 
the pensioners with 
money to purchase flats 
elsewhere. 

Unexim is 
understandably not best 
pleased that it has been 
left bearing such massive; 
and seemingly open- 
ended, human costs. It points 
out that it is paying $1 
billion a year in taxes but the 
City receives none of the 
normal state services from 
the Government. The 
company accepts, however, 
there is little hope of any 
fresh help from Ihe State and 
that it will simply have to 
sit and wait for the Arctic 
weather to persuade 
people to desert Norilsk. 

Reconstruction and Develop¬ 
ment in London, vacant for 
two months now, must fall to a 
Frenchman. Philippe La- 
gayette. once deputy governor 
of the Bank of France and for¬ 
mer bag carrier to Jacques 
Defers, should be heading this 
way shortly, once the central 
bank job has gone to 
Duisenberg. So restoring the 
French succession founded by 
Jacques Attali. Terrific. 

Martin Waller 

Aprds moi? Jacques Attali's successor, a Frenchman 
of course, could be on his way to London soort 
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British 
Midland 

defies 
low-cost 
threat 
By Jon Ashworth 

BRITISH MIDLAND, 
the UK-based airline, tri¬ 
pled its profits last year 
despite intense competi¬ 
tion from low-cost carriers. 

Improved operating effi- 
ciences helped pre-tax pro¬ 
fits to soar to EI7.3 million 
(£6.1 million) in the year to 
December 31. Turnover 
rose II per cent to £529.3 
million (£478.2 million). 
The airline carried 5.7 mill¬ 
ion passengers last year — 
7 per cent up on 1996. 

Passenger load factors 
increased to 65.4 per cent 
(63.2 per cent). Sir Michael 
Bishop, chairman of Brit¬ 
ish Midland, said passen¬ 
ger-carrying and yields 
had increased on a num¬ 
ber of routes. He said: 
“This performance has 
been achieved at a time of 
unprecedented competi¬ 
tion in the marketplace — 
especially from new low- 
cost carriers." 

British Midland this 
week started services be¬ 
tween London and Man¬ 
chester. breaking the BA 
monopoly on a route that 
carries one million passen¬ 
gers a year. The carrier 
added routes to Scandina¬ 
via and Germany during 
1997. and will start a daily 
return service between 
Heathrow and Warsaw in 
July. 

British Midland has tak¬ 
en delivery of its inaugural 
196-seat Airbus A321 — the 
first in a batch of orders 
with Airbus Industrie 
worth $1 billion (£600 mil¬ 
lion) over five years. 

British Airways’ new no- 
frills operator. Go. starts 
flying from Stansted on 
May 22. it was announced 
yesterday. The carrier will 
initially .serve Copenha¬ 
gen. Milan and Rome, 
with an introductory re¬ 
turn fare of £100. 

EasyJet. Ryanair and 
Debonair have accused 
BA of seeking to use Go to 
drive them out of the 
market. EasyJet has sepa¬ 
rately complained to the 
European Commission 
about BA's plans to join 
National Express in run¬ 
ning the Eurostar train 
service. 

Roads to recovery: Oliver Whitehead said business is picking up after a quiet 19% because oC the policy of not bidding for work at poor prices 

McAlpine open to offers for 
remaining two US operations 

By Martin Barrow 

ALFRED McALPINE, the 
housebuilding and construc¬ 
tion group, will consideroffers 
for its American operations as 
it moves co further strengthen 
its UK businesses. 

The company said it was not 
actively seeking buyers for 
Blythe Construction and 
Becker Minerals but that it 
was unlikely they would form 
part of McAlpine in the longer 
term. Oliver Whitehead, chief 

executive, said: “We haven’t 
got a for-sale sign hanging up 
but if we got tite right kind of 
offer we’d consider it" 

The company has already 
sold its US housebuilding 
operations. McAJpine’s two 
remaining US businesses ac¬ 
count for around 15 per cent of 
group turnover. They have 
been adversely affected by the 
North Carolina Highways 
Bill, a major programme of 
improvements to the state's 
highway network, which at¬ 

tracted many out-of-state con¬ 
tractors who were prepared to 
sacrifice margins in order to 
enter the market At the same 
time wages and the cost of 
materials have risen. 

Mr Whitehead said: “We 
stuck to our policy of not 
bidding for work at poor 
prices. Unless we can make a 
few shillings, we won’t take 
the work on. 

That meant pretty well 
through 1996, we didn’t get 
any work. But they’re now 

withdrawing and we’re get¬ 
ting work again." 

McAlpine was reporting a 
rise m 1997 profits to £24.1 
million from £113 million 
before tax and exceptional 
items. Underlying earnings 
rose to 16.8p a share from lOp. 
The total dividend is lifted to 
73p a share, from 7p, with a 
4.5p final The shares rose Sbp 
to 176>2p. 

The homes division benefit¬ 
ed from the £42.6 million 
acquisition of the house- 

Richards shares suspended 
By Kathy Lipari 

THE shares of Richards, the 
textile group, were suspended 
yesterday after the company 
failed to lodge its annual 
report and preliminary fig¬ 
ures by the Stock Exchange 
deadline. 

Graham Sharp, finance di¬ 
rector, said there was no cause 
for alarm but explained that 
recent restructuring and 
board upheaval had resulted 
in the missed deadline. 

Mr Sharp said: There is 

nothing dramatic in this. Basi¬ 
cally. we have a new board 
which began in January and 
have spent a lot of time 
figuring out where the com¬ 
pany is headed, and so the 
announcement of our results 
has taken a little bit longer 
than we would usually 
expecL’’ 

David Staveley was ap¬ 
pointed as the group’s new 
managing director in January 
with three other new directors 

after an extraordinary meet¬ 
ing. The company’s annual 
meeting was to have been held 
on February 27 but has been 
postponed. 

Mr Sharp said that the 
company intended to lodge its 
results and annual report with 
the Stock Exchange within 
two weeks and mat there 
would be no surprises. 

Analysts are anticipating 
the group wall report a pre-tax 
loss of about £1.6 million for 

the year to September 30.1997, 
and are awaiting news from 
the new management before 
adjusting forecasts for 1996. 

There have been sugges¬ 
tions that conditions during 
the first half of this year were 
again weak. Early forecasts 
for 1998 are for a profit of 
about £500,000. . 

Shares in the company 
closed on Tuesday at 26>2p 
and were suspended yesterday 
before trading began.^ 

building operations of Raine 
in June 1997. The enlarged 
division lifted operating prof¬ 
its to £22 million, from £9.1 
million, on turnover that rose 
to £287.7 million, from £186.9 
million. Operating margins of 
around 10 per cent were 
achieved in the second half of 
the year. 

Mr Whitehead said the 
broadening housing market 
recovery in Britain meant that 
McAlpine, which is not so 
strongly positioned in the 
South East but has extensive 
operations elsewhere, bode 
well for the business this year. 

Profits from civil engineer¬ 
ing operations edged higher to 
G.5 million from £3.1 million 
on turnover that also rose 
marginally to £2082 million 
from £198.9 million. Operat¬ 
ing margins of 1.7 per cent 
were described by Mr White- 
head as “good, by industry 
standards". 

The division was hot helped 
by the Government's plans to 
curb new roadbuilding and it 
has responded by increasing 
its exposure to the water sector 
and road and rati main¬ 
tenance. 

Tempus. page 30 

Promises offer 
too much 

and too soon 
Both business and the 

general public still 
seem to be confused 

by what opportunities new 
media such as the Internet 
and digital broadcasting will 
bring. Perhaps this is 
because; as Bill Gales, of 
Microsoft, pointed out on 
Friday, many people will not 
be templed online until it 
becomes significantly faster 
and cheaper. 

A survey this week backed 
this up. showing dial using 
the Interna is almost twice 
as expensive per hour as oth¬ 
er popular leisure activities, 
such as going to the cinema. 
For businesses, the cost of 
using die Internet is equally, 
if not more, prohibitive. 

Various companies have 
liiwd up over the past two 
weeks to demonstrate that 
technology will be in place 
soon to bring high-speed 
data communication to the 
mass market But there is 
still a question mark over 
whether companies and con¬ 
sumers are being promised 
too much too soon. 

One of die most signifiant 
announcements has come 
from Nor.Web, the new joint 
venture between Nortel and 
United Utilities, which will 
use electricity table to pump 
voice and data signals to 
homes and businesses. This 
technology rivals innova¬ 
tions from telephone com¬ 
panies such as ADSL which 
also promises to make the 
Internet foster and cheaper. 

But most media experts 
agree that the Internet will 
not become mass market unt¬ 
il it converges with a ubiquit¬ 
ous means of distribution 
such as the television. Only 
when people can download 
films and music pay bills 
and order shopping from 
their television sets mil any 
real money-making opportu¬ 
nities appear, they argue. 

At present, Nor.Web and 
ADSL cannot provide such a 
seamless and secure interac¬ 
tive service. Until that is 
made available, a range of 
increasinly sophisticated hy¬ 
brid servies will become av¬ 
ailable. such as the TV Travel 
service recently unvoted by 
FlexTech. die television com¬ 
pany. This allows consumers 
to get travel information and 
book holidays using either 
their television or the 
Internet 

This presents most busi¬ 
nesses — especially those 
dealing in retailing or the dis¬ 
tribution of intellectual prop¬ 
erty — with a dilemma. How 
mudi money can justifiably 
be pumped into electronic 
commerce before it becomes 
a viable means of doing busi¬ 
ness? Unfortunately, it is a 
question which no one can 
answer. 
O INSTANT messaging is 
the new e-mail, according to 
IT gurus. Several companies, 
including Microsoft, are 
thought to be trying lo devise 
a new industry standard for 
IM systems, which ostensi¬ 
bly provide a faster and more 
efficient form of communicar 
don than e-mail. I M's simply 
pop up on your computer 
screea giving you the chance 
to immediately respond. 
Senders are told by the IM 
program whether the person 
they are seeking is online. 
The trouble is that most IM 

THE HOT NEWS OS' INFORMATION, 

COMf.ll'SiCATlOK AND ENTERTAINMENT 

systems are not compatible 
with each other, with one of 
the leading programs being 
made by a tiny Israeli com¬ 
pany called Mirabtiis. How¬ 
ever. the rumoured involve¬ 
ment of Microsoft is likely to 
end that 
□ RUSSIAN rocket scien¬ 
tists are trying to cash in on 
the West’s insatiable appetite 
for high-tech gadgets, accord¬ 
ing to reports from Geneva’s 
annual inventions exhibi¬ 
tion. The event was awash 
with defence industry engi¬ 
neers from the former Soviet 
bloc. One notable innovation 
on display was a pair of 
infrared spectacles for blind 
people. They use microelec¬ 
tronic detectors that make a 
sound when obstacles get in 
the way. There was also an 
electronic evacuation system 
for cosmonauts, and a device 
to help aircraft to land on 
water in emergencies. 

Chris Ayres 
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Marriage of convenience 
Clive Boxer assesses the potential 

for success of practices offering 

both legal and accounting services 

Multi-disciplined 
practices have be¬ 
come a pseudonym 

for mixing accountants and 
solicitors. Multi-faceted would 
be a better description because 
discipline is one of the prob¬ 
lems that besets both profes¬ 
sions. At the stan of the 1990s 
accountants, particularly au¬ 
ditors. were in crisis because 
of the number of claims being 
made against them for alleged 
breaches of duty and negligent 
auditing. Poor discipline was 
at the core of the problem. The 
law in the guise of the senior 
law lords rescued the profes¬ 
sion in Caparo Industries »■ 
Dickson /M22MC 605. 

‘ITiis derision reduced the 
status of the audit by making it 
clear that, except in special 
cases, no duty was owed by an 
auditor to investors or the 
shareholders. As a result the 
audit became devalued hut the 
claims against auditors began 
to tail off. Professional indem¬ 
nity premiums have gone 
down since then but the audi¬ 
tors arc now seen to tv part of 
the corporate establishment 
and no longer even watchdogs 
for the investor. 

Lawyers became the next 
target as an aftermath of the 
property boom of the late 

1980s. No matter how hard the 
Law Society’s captive insurer 
(the Solicitors’ Indemnity 
Fund to which every legal 
practice compulsorily has to 
subscribe) tried to gauge the 
level of subscription it proved 
inadequate. SIF is reputed to 
be £432m under-funded. This 
has largely been brought 
about by claims against con¬ 
veyancers when money was 
almost thrown at borrowers 
by lenders. Solicitors now rue 
the day they failed to read the 
small print in the instructions 
from lenders. The position is 
slowly improving for lawyers 
as claims against them 
decrease. 

So the two professions most 
closely associated with finan¬ 
cial matters have in the last 
decade been faced with a lack 
of confidence in their ability 
and performance. The accoun¬ 
tants solved it by establishing 
that their duties were much 
more narrowly confined than 
had hitherto been perceived. 

There is a significant differ¬ 
ence between accountants and 
lawyers. The former because 
they concentrate on financial 
maners alone and have the 
common enemy of the Inland 
Revenue are a more focused 
profession. Lawyers because 

Clive Boxer says accountants will revert to their original role 

of the \ ast differences in types 
of practices are harder to 
identify as a cohesive whole 
but are getting to grips with 
the weaker members of their 
profession. Because neither of 
the governing bodies of ac¬ 
countants and solicitors ap¬ 
proves of multi-faceted 

practices accountants seeking 
other avenues in which they’ 
can improve their own profit¬ 
ability have formed firms of 
solicitors. These are captive 
although obviously indepen¬ 
dent in name and structure. If 
the consulting arm of a firm of 
accountants is not easy to 

control it is likely that these 
firms of solicitors will flex 
their muscles and assert their 
independence. At the moment 
before any legal advice can be 
given a lawyer has to be 
instructed. This would not be 
necessary if there were multi¬ 
faceted practices. Professional 
indemnity premiums would at 
first be high. But in due course 
they would find a level near to 
a common denominator. 

Lawyers have stolen a 
march on accountants. They 
have become much more user- 
friendly and articulate. The 
old magic formulae of Latin 
tags are being abolished. Ac¬ 
countants have moved in the 
opposite direction. It has be¬ 
come almost a necessity for a 
public company to have an 
accountant on the board to act 
as an interpreter. That will 
end in the near future. Then 
lawyers will become more 
acceptable on boards because 
of the contingency or condi¬ 
tional fee litigation regime 
now being promoted by the 
Government. 

As they identify more closely 
wirh their clients' causes in 
litigation their usefulness and 
ability to articulate will be¬ 
come more acceptable to the 
board. Accountants will then 
revert to what they were 
originally — specialists in 
figures — and the lawyers will 
become the main advisers to 
business. 

Clive Barer is a consultant 
with Davies Arnold Cooper 

The checks 
in the post 
NOW is the season when mem¬ 
bers of accountancy bodies 
scour the accounts to check the 
supposedly scandalous sums 
paid to their chief executives. 
First up last week was the Asso¬ 
ciation of Chartered Certified 
Accountants where Anthea 
Rose’s salary and pension inc¬ 
reased from £ I OS.587 to 
£116.(394. The transfer value of 
her pension increase has dou¬ 
bled in the past year. But. as the 
corporate governance state¬ 
ment rather testily says, it “can- 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

not meaningfully be treated as 
parr of annual remuneration”. 
The accounts of the English 
ICA will be posted over 
Easter. Members are already 
honing their expletives in exp¬ 
ectation of the revelation of a 
bumper payout to Andrew 
Colquhoun. the chief executive 
with whom the institute sever¬ 
ed relations in spectacular 
fashion in November. 

□ MEANWHILE, the process 
of finding someone lo take up 

the £l50£IQ0post of Secretary- 
General at the English ICA is 
into its final furlong. Head¬ 
hunters yesterday gave the 
institute's office-holders a 
shortlist of candidates. Sow it 
is up to the institute's selection 
committee to grill the aspirant 
holders of the poisoned chalice. 
The committee consists of the 
three current office-holders: the 
incumbent president. Chris 
LainC. Chris Swinson of BDO 
Stay Hayward. Sheila Masters 
of KPMG. and the man who 

has been voted in to follow 
them. Graham Ward of Price 
Waterhouse. Candidates will 
have to research widely if they 
are to engage the quartet in 
ingratiating small talk. The 
committee's personal interests 
consist of cricket, nautical hist¬ 
ory. horse raring and heavy¬ 
weight baring. But those topics 
might prow a tad more inter¬ 
esting than the reform of the 
institute council's proceedings 
and staring off membership 
revolts. 

Hectored 
THE English ICA tax faculty 
kept a straight face in its letter 
to the Inland Revenue about the 
first year of self-assessment. “It 
is apparent that on occasions 
accountants have taken their 
frustration out on Revenue 
staff." it says, going on to thank 
Revenue staff for being helpful 
“even in the face of rudeness 
and lack of consideration for 
the pressures that they haw 
been working under". Presum¬ 
ably numerous appeals and in¬ 
vestigations are still ongoing. 

Robert Bruce 

Russia plays the 
generation game 

BACK in 1983 in his travel book. Among the 
Russians. Colin Thubron wrote of his experi¬ 
ences in what was then Leningrad that “bu¬ 
reaucracy has multiplied precisely because 
they are so bad at it". On die evidence of a trip 
through Russian cities and businesses last 
week 1 would suggest that little has changed. 

Take tax. for example. It has to be paid in 
cash. But even when you talk to people at 
Lenenergo, the second-largest electricity busi¬ 
ness in the land, you discover this can cause 
huge problems. People don’t pay their bills. 
Companies don't have the cash. The Govern¬ 
ment doesn't have the tax. The dance goes 
round and round. Partly it is cultural. Under 
the old system gas. electricity and water were 
provided to citizens free of charge. As 
Vladimir Yakolev. the Governor of St Peters¬ 
burg. told us: “It is hard for people to believe 
they have to pay." The result is a delicious 
batrle between the companies and the 
Government, for it is the Government which 
is often the slowest payer of all. If you talk to 
Sergei Vjazlov. Lenenergo’S 
chief, you discover that since 
January they have been 
allowed, for the first time, to 
cut off non-paying custom 
ers. Socially this could 
disastrous. Last week _.. 
Neva river was frozen across 
Babushkas, the beloved 
grannies, could be seen walk¬ 
ing on the frozen canals. If 
you cut off heating people 
will die. So a different strate¬ 
gy has to be created. Vjazlov 
has the answer. Currently his 
company has some 500 enter¬ 
prises which have had their 
supplies cut off. A large 
number of these are govern¬ 
ment offices. “You cannot cut 
off a school." he said, “but 
you can cut off the education¬ 
al authority that runs those 
schools." So the dvil 

be 
the 

are . — servants’ teeth 
chattering and everyone else is smiling. 

But you cannot say that this is a sensible 
way of running either a country or a business. 
But deep in the Russian bureaucracy it is 
inevitable until enormous reforms can be 
made. The business culture is still one of 
wider dependencies. We visited the October 
Railway, which runs services between St 
Petersburg and Moscow and Murmansk up 
on the edge of the Arctic sea. it has 170.000 
employees. But only 105.000 of them are 
directly involved in running the railway. The 
rest are there to service the company’s social 
infrastructure - 9,000 are medical staff, for 
example. Like most companies, particularly 
those in the far-flung parrs of a frozen empire. 

it provides housing, schools, nurses, doctors 
and so on. Even in pre-Beeching days over 
here, when every station platform had 
lovingly tended borders of flowers, there was 
not such a huge number of extras on the 
payroll. Such things are only possible in an 
arcadia where no one has to pick up the bill. 

This is why the reform of corporate Russia 
is both slow and terribly necessary. And this 
is why, like politymen in London, all chief 
executives look terribly young. In successful 
companies they are all aged around the 35 
mark and look as though they are in their 
early twenties. Halfway through our meeting 
with Vjazlov a secretary came in and passed 
him a note. He read it and looked up. “I have 
to tell you," he said, “that the Prime Minister 
and the Cabinet have been sacked."The point 
being that the replacement Prime Minister 
was. like him. aged 35 and from the energy 
business. Only the generation which is 35 and 
under is unconditionally in favour and 
energetically pursuing reforms. Anyone else 

will either be opposed or 
falter when ir comes to the 
tough choices of change. 

The way to produce 
change, as Sergei Bazoev of 
Price Waterhouse in Moscow 
put it, is to change ideas 
before attacking costs. Great¬ 
er results will be achieved by 
having managers who 
believe in reform first and 
frying to son out the over¬ 
hang of railway doctors later. 
Efficiency of management,” 

he said, “would produce 
more results than further 
cost cuts." 

But in the midst of all this 
bureaucracy it is hard to see 
precisely what is real and 
what is not, particularly 
when you view it from the 

3/1(1 fa,r Perspective of a 
Western accountant. Price Waterhouse in 
^^L^adniits that when the firm fim 

j? busiPess after perestroika the 
aim was to service multi-national clients 
investing in Russia. Investment in RuSfe 
difficu t and slow. So PW switchSsSi 

leviamans being created out of Russia’s 
°f Privati*ng energy busiSs 

such as Gazprom. whicF, hasgasresent 
acrountmg for a third of the world? a£ 

under the ace nf 16 i, _ ® population is 
refomers will be 

Robert 
Bruce 
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Gloomy start 
for Japan’s 
Big Bang 
reforms 
From Robert Whymant in tokyo 

JAPAN’S "Big Bang” financial 
reforms, aimed at making 
Tokyo a global financial 
centre as vibrant as New York 
and London, began yesterday 
under a cloud. Tokyo share 
prices fell, the yen slipped, and 
the liquidation of a finance 
company offered a stark re¬ 
minder of the massive bad 
Joans overhanging the na¬ 
tion’s financial sector. 

Despite the inauspicious 
start, the programme to re¬ 
form Japan’s protected finan¬ 
cial system could prove as 
significant as London’s 19S7 
Big Bang, from which Ryu taro 
Hashimoto. the Prime Minis¬ 
ter. borrowed the name to 
launch his own initiative. 

The first phase yesterday saw 
the lifting of foreign exchange 

Rescue hope 
at Forward 
Technology 

FORWARD Technology 
Industries, the audio and 
electronics group, revealed 
it has been approached by 
a potential buyer and is in 
discussions to form a deal 
that may rescue the trou¬ 
bled company (Kathy Lip- 
ari writes). 

The announcement gave 
the shares a much-needed 
boost ending the day op 
lhpatl6Ap. 

There had been specula¬ 
tion that the company had 
been looking for a buyer 
for some of its individual 
operations after the recent 
slump in its share price. 

Since early 1996 a series 
of profit warnings and 
difficulties at its US opera¬ 
tions have driven shares 
from a high of lOOp to a 
recent low of 7*a p. 

Forward Technology is 
due to report its annual 
results tomorrow. Analysts 
are expecting a pretax loss 
of £Z2 million for 1997. 

controls, and the liberalisation 
of stock brokerage commis¬ 
sions on large-lot deals. But 
the Government's timetable 
stretches until 2001. and in¬ 
cludes measures to tear down 
barriers and strip away rules 
that have tong stifled Japan’s 
financial markets. 

The reforms will allow finan¬ 
cial firms to offer a wide range 
of products and give investors 
and savers more choice, later 
this year, banks will be allowed 
to sell mutual funds, and in 
1999. among other measures, 
banks and brokerage firms will 
be allowed to compete with each 
other. 

Western bankers and fund 
mana-gers are streaming into 
Japan to take advantage of the 
new opportunities offered by 
Mr Hashimoto’s pledge to 
bring the nation’s financial sy¬ 
stem up to global standards of 
competition and transparen¬ 
cy. Fidelity Investments, the 
largest mutual fund manage¬ 
ment company in the US, was 
first off the mark yesterday 
when its Japanese subsidiary 
began telephone sales of 
mutual funds. Merrill Lynch 
is setting up a new retail brok¬ 
erage wrth 30 branches staffed 
by 2,000 former employees of 
Yamaichi Securities, which 
collapsed last year. 

American and European fund 
managers are hoping to tempt 
Japanese savers sitting on an 
estimated12.000 billion yen (E52 
billion) — mostly in kiwyield 
bank and postal savings ac¬ 
counts — to look at new. more 
efficient investment options. 

On the Erst day of the new bu¬ 
siness year, the 225-share Nik¬ 
kei average was down 1.7 per 
cent, and the yen weakened. 
Brokets blamed the fells on spe¬ 
culation that the Bank of Ja¬ 
pans quarterly tnnkan corpo¬ 
rate sentiment survey to be rel¬ 
eased today would show the 
economy to be deteriorating. 
Pessimism deepened on a re¬ 
mark by Masaru Hayashi. the 
Bank of Japan Governor, on 
Wednesday that “aB the [econ¬ 
omic indicator] figures coming 
out these days are very bad” 

BUSINESS NEWS 33 

Organised: Robin Field, chief executive, right, and Christopher Brace, finance director 

Strategic 
review to 
be held at 
De La Rue 

By Cakl Mortished 
international 

BUSINESS EDITOR 

HUGE overcapacity in the 
banknote printing market has 
forced De La Rue to take a hard 
look at its awn operations. The 
security printing group, which 
also owns a stake in Camelot 
the lottery firm, has delegated 
James Hussey, aged 56, to 
shake up the combined 
banknote and banknote paper 
business, which would be run 
separately from the cheques, 
brand protection and Euro 
businesses. 

De La Rue said that the new 
banknote managing director’s 
job would be to conduct a 
strategic review to determine 
what should be done about the 
overcapacity in the market 
Richard Laing. finance direc¬ 
tor, said: There will be no 
sacred cows. We will look at all 
the options.” 

De La Rue’S banknotes busi¬ 
ness has suffered from poor 
margins because of pricecut¬ 
ting by competitors. Despite 
claiming between 50 per cent 
and 60 per cent of the world 
market, De La Rue has little 
control over pricing: the huge 
cost of banknote printing 
plants means that competitors 
will tender for jobs at slim 
margins just to keep their 
plants running. 

De La Rue could choose to 
quit the law-tech section of the 
banknote market where it faces 
the most competition. 

Filofax sells 
Herny Ling to 
private buyer 

FILOFAX the former 1980s 
wonderstock. has sold Henry 
Ling, the troubled greeting 
cards manufacturer it bought 
for £5.4 million four years ago 
(Fraser Nelson writes). The 
company said it raised only £1 
million from a “private buyer" 
and expects a £65 million loss 
on disposal, although £45 
million has already been writ¬ 
ten off as good will. 

ft also issued a mild profits 
warning and added that it is 
still in talks with “third par¬ 
ties” about “strategic opportu¬ 
nities open to the business.” 
The City read this as a take¬ 
over plea and the shares fell 
9hp to 187*2p. 

Tempus. page 30 

Vodafone shares boosted 
as subscriber base grows 

SHARES in Vodafone rose 
3hp to 628lip after the mobile 
phone operator reported better 
than expected growth in British 
subscriber numbers. 

Net new subscribers totalled 
172,000 in the first quarter of 
1996. compared with 67,000 at 
the same stage last year. Ana¬ 
lysts’ forecasts were for 130,000 
to 170,000 net new additions. 

Vodafone said 80.000 of the 
new additions subscribed to 
the company's prepay pack¬ 
ages and that the total size of its 
British network was 3.43 mil¬ 
lion subscribers. One analyst 

By Our City Staff 

said: The British number is 
just ahead of our top-of-the- 
range forecast for 170,000 
which is obviously a good 
showing. Also prepay pack¬ 
ages accounted for 90,000 of 
the total adds, which is lower 
than our forecast 85,000. That 
is good news as we still believe 
pre-pay customers are ulti¬ 
mately less valuable.” 

Also reporting first-quarter 
figures were CeUnet, owned 60 
per cent by British Telecom 
and 40 per cent by Securicor, 
and One20ne. the network 
owned equally by Cable & 

Wireless and US West CeUnet 
recorded net new subscribers 
of 88.000 in the three-month 
period compared with 12,000 
at the same stage last year. 
CeUnet said it had a base of 
3.08 million subscribers, up 
from 2.99 million a year ago. 

0ne20ne announced 
184.000 net new subscribers 
for the quarter compared with 
751000at the same stage a year 
ago. Analysts’ forecasts were 
for between 120.000 to 155,000 
additions. Its total customer 
base is 1,196 million, up from 
620,000 a year ago. 

BUSINESS ROUNDUP 

Blick chief executive 
resigns after a year 
IAN SCOTT-GALL, the chief executive of Blick, ihe electrical 
group, announced his resignation at a board meeting 
yesterday. He was appointed only in March last year. The 
company’s recent disappointing performance was largely 
caused by the acquisition of Teleiechnicom, the Dutch 
distribution company. Mr Scon-Gall is expected to receive a 
£300.000 payoff in respect of his two-year notice period. He is 
succeeded by Mark Aldridge, formerly a director of Hays, 
who. until 1993 had spent seven years also at BET. 

The City reacted favourably to news of the departure or Mr 
Scon-Gall, who bad served as a director of the group for 14 
years. Shares rose 5p to 295p at yesterday's dose, against a 
12-month high of 352*2 p. 

Ushers heads for Italy 
USHERS of Trowbridge is finding a ready market for its 
traditional draught ales in an unusual place — Italy. The 
company yesterday unveiled an agreement with a drinks 
marketing company in Bologna to develop sales of its ales and 
lagers. Roger North, chief executive, said: “English pub culture 
is becoming increasingly popular with more Italians going to 
English-style bars.” The group also announced the acquisition 
of nine pubs for a total of £2.4 million, taking its estate to 558. 

Lands Improvement falls 
LANDS IMPROVEMENT, the owner and developer of rural 
land, saw a fall in pre-tax profits to £848.000 for the year to 
the end of December from last years £3-2 million. In 
December, the group warned of fanning losses and a 
provision against Loudon Castle Park. Earnings foil from 
I2.3p to 3.26p, and a final dividend .of 3p makes an 
unchanged total of 4.75p. The company said it had a strong 
balance sheet and had refocused away from operating risk. 

XCL results delayed 
SHARES in XCL. the oil and gas exploration group based in 
Louisiana and quoted in London, tumbled 25 per cent to 2l5p 
yesterday after an announcement that the company had been 
unable to complete its annual audit because of delays in 
preparing a reserve report and would therefore be late in 
filing its annual report with die American Securities and 
Exchange Commission. The company warned that lasses 
are likely to grow to $14 million in 1997. 

Hardy Underwriting up 
SHARES in Hardy Underwriting rose 5p to 150p yesterday 
after the group revealed a pre-tax profit of E223 million for 
die year to the end of December compared to a previous 
£290.000. Earnings rose from 6.11p to 20.8p out of which a 
total dividend of 6p will be paid (2p). Hardy reported record 
profits for the Lloyds 1995 underwriting year. For the 1996 
year, it says Syndicate 382 is forecast to be well above the 
market average, and it expects 1997 to be profitable. 

Asda buys shops park 
ASDA PROPERTY has bought the Kingston Retail Park on 
Humberside for £13 million through Sweetvale. the Asda 
joint venture with Harris Ventures, the property develop¬ 
ment business of Lord Harris. The park, due for completion 
in July, is expected to have an annual rent roll of £954,000 
giving an initial yield of 7 per cent net Leases have been 
agreed with Co-op Homeworld. Boots and Petsmart Asda 
Property also announced £955 million of disposals. 
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STAR ALLIANCE 
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Notice Is hereby given that die 184th Annual General Meeting of die members of the Society will be held 

within The Edinburgh Suite, Sheraton Grand Hotel, 1 Festival Square Edinburgh EH3 9SR on Tuesday 5 May 

1998 at lL30am for the following purposes: 

• To consider the Accounts and Balance Sheets for the year ended 31 December 1997 

and the Reports of the Directors and Auditors. 

• To elect or re-elect Directors. 

• To fix the remuneration of Directors. 

• To re-appoint Price Waterhouse as Auditors. 

• To authorise the Directors to fix the remuneration of the Auditors for the 

current year. 

• To transact any other ordinary business proper to an Annual General Meeting. 

A member Is entitled to appoint a proxy to attend and vote instead of him or her. A proxy need not also be a 

member of the Society. To be effective, proxies (and the power of attorney or other authority, if any, under 

which it is signed, or a notariaUy certified copy of that power of authority) must reach the Society’s principal 

office not less than two dear working days before the time for holding the Meeting. Members or proxies who 

Intend to be present at the meeting should bring with them details of their policy numbers or in the case of 

proxies the policy numbers in respect of which they have been appointed proxy, and in all cases some means 

of identification. Registration will commence at i LOOam. 

lain A Rekl LLBCA 

Company Secretary 

15 Dalkeith Road, Edinburgh EH 16 5BU 

SCOTTISH WIDOWS 

2 April 199S 

Issued by Scottish Widows' Fund and Life Assurance Society- Regulaied by the Pmonal Invesmcnt Authority. 
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Equities higher at close 
TRADING PERIOD: Settlement takes place five business days after the day of trade. Changes are calculated on 

the previous day’s close, but adjustments are made when a stock is ex-dividend.- Changes, yields and 

price/eamings ratios are based on middle prices. 
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Terror Can Fill 
Any Space. 

SPHERE 
a BARRY LEVINSON film 
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Lloyd Owen as obituarist Dan. Liza Walker as stripper Alice in Patrick Marber’s witty and uncompromising dissection of mores in the Nineties 

Multiple heart bypass 
Lany. who is a doctor, 

and Dan, who writes 
obits for a newspaper, 
are having a verbal 

stag-battle. The journalist, 
maybe the chilliest character 
in a chilling play, mouths 
some platitudes about the 
complexities of love and the 
intricacies of the heart “Ever 
seen a human heart?” comes 
back Lariy. “It looks like a fist 
wrapped in blood." And thars 
exactly the way Patrick 
Mar ber feels about hearts or, 
more precisely, about the way 
we have defensively or aggres¬ 
sively distorted those organs 
in the 1990s. 

When l first saw his Closer, 
it was at a matinee in the 
Cottesloe and some members 
of the audience clearly found 
such diagnostic accuracy up¬ 
setting. especially as it was 

voiced in dialogue where the 
famous four-letter words were 
being Dung about both literal¬ 
ly and as insults. 

“Worst thing I’ve ever seen." 
trumpeted a while-whiskered 
gentleman behind me when 
the interval arrived. Well, the 
play's transfer to the Lyttelton 
and now to the West End has 
proved its popularity; but 1 
still would not recommend it 
to those with 19th-century 
hair. Others should gird them¬ 
selves for what is as scathing a 
piece about contemporary sex¬ 
ual mores as our theatre has 
yet produced. 

Actually, they will not find 
this an ordeal, for Marber has 
much in common with the 
Coward of Private Lives and 
the Schnitzler of La Ronde. He 
handles the sexual quadrille of 
Closer with wit and style and. 

Closer 

at best, much more. The dance 
gets pretty intricate, with 
Uoyd Owen's charming, self- 
absorbed Dan and Neil Pear¬ 
son's tougher but more 
vulnerable tarry to-ing and 
fro-ing with Frances Barber’s 
creamy, elegant Anna, who is 
a photographer, and Liza 
Walker’s streetwise yet needy 
Alice, a stripper. But the 
scenes in which the journalist 
hoodwinks the doctor with 
dirty talk over the Internet, 
then lures him into an embar¬ 
rassing encounter with Anna, 
are straightforwardly hil¬ 
arious. 

With line after line grabbing 
you with its tart incisiveness. 

Closer could just be a smart, 
slick comedy. Well, l don't 
think Marber is the grieving 
elegist for lost love that some 
of my colleagues have suggest¬ 
ed, but there is no doubting the 
moral thrust of his piece. Note 
his characters’ professions. 
They are all, in some sense, in 
the voyeur business. They are 
always saying “talk to me" 
and not getting the response 
they wish. They all crave 
affection, or want to crave it or 
think they want to crave it: but 
somehow they cannot avoid 
lies, manipulations, betrayals, 
cruelty, loneliness and. in the 
case of Pearson's Larry and 
Walker's wonderfully trucu¬ 
lent yet damaged Alice, a 
certain despair. 

Is there something senti¬ 
mental about the very scenery, 
which brusquely whisks you 

to an emergency ward, a 
trendy art gallery, an airport 
hotel, a lap-dancing club, yet 
keeps in place a backcloth 
derived from Postman's Park 
in Aldersgate, which is filled 
with tablets celebrating the 
heroism and self-sacrifice of 
ordinary people? 

Are we meant to conclude 
that in the 100 years since that 
place’s dedication, the country 
has succumbed to cynicism 
and bewilderment? Maybe. 
But Marber chronicles the 
forlorn swagger, the desolate 
dash of our era so effectively 
that you overlook such glib 
contrasts. 

It’s the heart that matters 
and, yes. that's a pretty bloody 
fist. 

Benedict 
Nightingale 

A reputation 
rightly restored 

Ripe for the reaping 

IT IS amazing how easily a 
small censorious snip can 
emasculate a “dangerous” gay 
play. A discovery by the biog¬ 
rapher Geoffrey Wansell of an 
original version of Terence 
Rattigan’s 1954 play Table No 
7 lone half of the original 
double bill Separate Tables) 
has turned a mild comedy 
about an eccentric bogus Ma¬ 
jor into a play that would have 
been exceedingly risque for its 
time. It is a significant coup for 
the director Colin Ell wood and 
the King's Head theatre. 

The crucial difference be¬ 
tween the two versions is 
simply a page of dialogue that 
was altered to change the 
nature of the Majors offence: 
instead of being bound over 
for touching up strange 
women in a Bournemouth 
cinema, the original scripted 
offence was importuning 
young men on the Esplanade. 
If Rattigan had defied the 
Lord Chancellor 10 present the 
play in its original form his 
“safe" reputation would have 
been transformed. 

It is this knowledge that 
gives El (wood's double bill of 
Rattigan shorts the heady 
atmosphere of an awfully big 
adventure. Suddenly the hys¬ 
teria of Table No 7 makes far 
more sense in Julie Godfrey's 
stiffiing hotel lounge. Barbara 
Jefford's Mrs Raiiton Bell, 
stuffed full of lowering scorn, 
leads the attack to oust the 

exposed Major by securing the 
prejudices of Oliver Brad¬ 
shaw's crusty Mr Fowler. 
Sheila Reid's mousey Lady 
Matheson. and her captive 
daughter Sybil (Lucy Why- 
brow). It is comic, quaint and 
moving in equal parts. With 
his slightly too light tweed suit 
and his hair scraped over his 
bald patch, Barry Waliman's 
suave Major strikes all the 
right duff notes as a man who 
his spent most of his life 
taking refuge behind pretence: 

Harlequinade, the comedy 
that precedes Table No 7. 
cleverly sets up the latter with 
a light-hearted look at whether 
theatre has a “social purpose". 
“Why couldn't they have 
aimed up when I was playing 
LearT demands Arthur 
G os sport when his bigamous 
past catches up with him while 
playing Romeo in Brackley. 
Hopelessly hammy and mid¬ 
dle-aged. Mark Eden's Arthur 
and his “wife". Diana 
Hardcastle's Edna, float about 
in silk dressing gowns, sub¬ 
limely unaware of anything 
but themselves and their art. 

James 
Christopher 

MEDIEVAL woodcuts of the 
dance of death generally in¬ 
clude a conga of prancing 
worthies led by a skeleton and 
disappearing over the skyline 
into their graves. 

Given the fatalism of the 
medieval mind, the grave 
would almost certainly mean 
Heff. But Strindberg's charac¬ 
ters seldom have to wait for 
death to find themselves in a 
hell of their own making, and 
curiously, much as the figure 
of Death was given to flashes 
of grim Humour, so do 
Strindberg's frightful Captain 
and his almost-as-frightful 
wife pursue their vendetta 
with a gleeful sardonic relish. 

if Nicolas' Kent’s produc¬ 
tion achieves a sort of balance 
between the ferocious and the 
farcical, this occurs because 
the cast seldom venture far 
from a middle line where 
nothing matters much. Yes. it 
matters to Edgar and Alice, 
bound together for 25 years of 
marital hell, each bent on 
undermining the other’s 
treachery in the battle for 
domination. But it never 
mattered to me or, I suspect 
to those others in the audience 
who giggled in disbelief — in 
contrast to the gulps of 
shocked acceptance that I 
recall from a previous 
production. 

This version of the text has 
been resited by the Irish 
writer Carlo Gutter to a small 
island off the coast of Done¬ 
gal. Here Captain Edgar 
Dawson is in charge of a 

British Army garrison on the 
eve of the First World War, 
and the entire action occurs 
inside some sort of M artel lo 
tower. 

One peculiar quality of the 
play is that Strindberg makes 
the man more vindictive than 
the wife, and when her cousin 
and sometime admirer re¬ 
turns from abroad, his pres¬ 
ence spurs Edgar to master¬ 
strokes of malevolence. But it 
is characteristic that a 
woman, the daughter, should 
ruin his schemes in the end 
and bring on the fatal stroke. 

Gfblefs Irish resettlement 
works well for Part I but in 
Part 2 (less often staged, and 
dashed off by Strindberg after 
somebody ventured to tell 
him the first part was too 
despairing). C&bler makes 
the events coincide with the 
1916 Easter Rising. TTiis is 
presumably to add another 
humiliation to the cousin. 

here named Conor, but 
spreading the cataract of woes 
sideways dilutes the force of 
individual flows. 

More serious damage is 
caused by the passages of 
empty rhetoric, notably "Is 
this a man?" several times 
asked by Conor, a character 
Tim Woodward is required to 
play as just too docile a sheep. 
Marion Bailey’s Alice 
smooths a jerky delivery for 
ber crafty scene with some 
handkerchiefs, and certainly 
holds our attention when 
puffing at her dying hus¬ 
band’s tongue in an ecstasy of 
triumph. Michael Cochrane‘s 
Alfred has the features of a 
querulous Harold MacmiJ- 
Urn, collapsing into those of 
Father Jack when the fits 
come upon him. He glitters 
with hahed in his moments of 
triumph, but the script’s fail¬ 
ure to present him with sturdy 
opposition weakens the con¬ 
flict and carries the enterprise 
down several notches into 
mere play-acting. 

Jeremy Kingston 

Lady wrestles with age 
TELEVISION may rot the 
brain, and live performance 
be the glory of glories, but for 
wannabe theatregoers outside 
the big cities the option of 
popping out to sec a spot of 
challenging new drama is 
rarely there. The importance 
of good touring work is start¬ 
ing to be recognised again; 
many of the major companies 
now tour. But the smaller 
venues are still missing out. 
The smaller theatres take a 
great financial risk in booking 
unseen or experimental work, 
and it is difficult 10 lure 
ambitious performers out of 
London or Glasgow: as a 
result the shows on offer have 
been frustraringly poor. 

After years of griping. 18 
regional venues have decided 
to take the matter into their 
own hands and form their 
own production company. 
Network. The theatres all 
share the administration and 
the financial risk: in return 
they want to create some 
touring shows that they' can be 
proud'of, or at least promote 

IfcaffcHtf Tanzf 
Redhilt .- / 

with conviction and make a bit 
of cash on. 

Their pilot project is 
Trafford Tanzi. directed by 
Fern Smith or the acclaimed 
physical theatre company Vol¬ 
cano. Written by Claire 
Luckman, the show was first 
performed in the late 1970s 
and the role of Tanzi was 
made famous by Toyah 
Wilcox in the early 1980s. 
Chronicling the life and hard 
knocks of a champion female 
wrestler, the story is a simple 
talc of one woman fighting for 
control of her life. The action 
is set inside a wrestling ring, 
as Tanzi rakes on her parents, 
schoolfriend and husband at 
various stages of her life. 

Physically, it is an excep¬ 
tionally taxing role for an 
actress, and die decision to 
cast Diane Youdale — better 
known as Jet from the Gladia¬ 
tors — in the antral role is not 

as daft as it may sound. She 
makes a very convincing wres¬ 
tler and is no doubt a great 
pull. Indeed, in crowd-pleas¬ 
ing terms, the show has it all: 
wrestling, stripping, singing, 
dancing, blondes on roller 
skates. All it really lacks is 
narrative complexity. 

In physical terms, the cast 
are on top form. The choreog¬ 
raphy is extremely tight and 
the fight scenes convincingly 
painful. But the text does not 
come out well. With such 
stylised movement, there was 
clearly a problem about how 
to pitch the dialogue, and it 
has ended up floundering in 
the hinterland between panto¬ 
mime and hysteria, it is not 
the easiest text to work with, 
however, and in general 
Trafford Tanzi has ago! rath¬ 
er badly as a play. Fern Smith 
has attempted to update areas, 
but beyond the central conceit 
of the beautifully desii 
wrestling ring set. the si 
still has very little to offer. 

Hettte Judah 

“Mesmerisingly beautiful and 

intricately detailed visual poem- 

Scorsese is not fust a master, 

but the master” 

A work of beauty and restraint*’ 
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% j? Brown finds genuine stapigpoweru? Ktffitmk, the story of the Dalai Lama from birth to exile 
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So where are we going? 
Up into Tibet with 
Martin Scorsese and 
the Dalai Lama, or 

down to die ocean floor with 
Sharon Stone? Or perhaps you 
Taney escorting a church built 
of glass to a remote spot in 
Australia, or battling a mouse, 
or beekeeping down in Flori¬ 
da? This week in the cinema 
everything can be arranged. 

Tibet takes pride of place. 
Kundun, the story of the early 
life of the Dalai Lama, from 

IchiMgiood to exile, begins with 
a mar of a mountain top 
shrouded in snow and mist. 
No mean streets. No wiseguys. 
No ballets of blood. This is 
Scorsese in austere mode, 
communing with Buddhist 
teachings and the strivings of 
mankind through the simplest 
of stories and the fewest words 
possible. This is a story told in 
images and sounds: images of 
feet crossing stones on the 
water’s edge, of vultures wait¬ 
ing to pounce on human 
innards, of sand paintings 
brushed aside with a sweep of 
the hand; sounds of ceremoni- 

Cjl ranees, Tibetan horns and 
cyni'uals. and the arpeggios of 
rhe composer Philip Glass, 
swirling round the soundtrack 
like incense. 

Melissa Mathison, the writ¬ 
er of E.T., first conceived the 
notion of a film about the 14th 
Dalai Lama and his conflict 
with communist China. But 
only a director of Scorsese's 
power, skill and ambition 
could have mounted her script 
with such pictorial splendour 
and sweeping disregard for 
commercial formulae. Seven 
Years in Tibet, which touched 
on some of the same topics, 
dangled Brad Pitt before the 
audience. Kundun. produced 
by the Walt Disney empire. 

Manxes Tenzin Thuthob 
Tsarong and other exfled Ti¬ 
betans. (The film itself was 
largely shot in Morocco.) As 
for the story. Scorsese himself 
cannot make it sound grip¬ 
ping. As he said on these pages 
on Tuesday, “The Dalai Lama 
grows up. he's told there’ll be 
frouble and he gets away. 
That's it". 

That's it? Not quite. For 
Roger Dea kins’s radiant 
camerawork and the subtle 
editing of Thelma Schoon- 
maJcer constantly guide us 
towards tiny details. A rat 
drinks from an altar bowl. The 
Dalai Lama discovers cinema, 
and notes the oddity of Mao's 
shiny black shoes. His dead 
father receives a Buddhist 
burial, torn to bits for the 
waiting vultures. Nothing 
comes pinned with a wordy 
sermon. We must workout the 
significance ourselves as the 
reincarnated Buddha of Com¬ 
passion is discovered at the 
age of two. tutored, enlight- 

fenuCf and brought face to face 
with Chairman Mao. who 
believes religion is poison. 

Scorsese's unusually reces¬ 
sive approach brings some 
problems, especially when the 

Kundun 
Curzon Mayfair 

12.140 mins 
Scorsese contemplates 

the Dalai lama 

Sphere 
Warner West End 

12.133 mins 
Daft bur enjoyable sd-ft 

Oscar and 
Lucinda 

Odeon Haymarkei 
15,131 mins 

Peter Careys novel 
defies the cameras 

MouseHunt 
Empire. PG. 98 mins 

Wacky slapstick comedy 

Ulee’s Gold 
Curzon West End 

15, HI mins 
A trite situation 

needlessly caressed 

Telling Lies 
in America 

Odeon Mezzanine 
15,101 mins 

Mild tale of young love 
and rock'n’roll 

Out of the Past 
National Film Theatre. 

97 mins 
Glorious revival of the 

film noir classic 

storyline fades near to vanish¬ 
ing point, or the baldness of 
the characterisations is re¬ 
vealed (look at Robert Lin's 
camp Mao). At such times the 
images beguile, but scarody 
enthral, and little spiritual 
uplift is gained. 

Then the triumphant home 
stretch is reached. After years 
spent fending off Mao's blan¬ 
dishments and threats, the 
Dalai Lama agrees to his 
advisers' urgings and begins 
the exhausting trek into exile. 
Glass's score finally develops 
a sustaining power, support¬ 
ing and cradling Scorsese's 
images. A film that had 
seemed at best contemplative, 
at worst static; now advances 
with the sweep and passion of 
the best silent rinema. 
Kundun may never generate 
big bucks, but it is beautiful 
and singular enough to live 
an. 

With Sphere, adapted from 
Midi ad Crichton’s novel, we 
swing from the sublime to the 
ridiculous. Sharon Stone, 
Dustin Hoffman and Samuel 
L Jackson sit on the ocean 
floor, trying to fathom die 
whys and wherefores of an 
alien intelligence found in a 
spacecraft 300 years old. “Hek¬ 
la how are you?” it tells its 
visitors. “My name is Jerry ” 

Stone starts off particularly 
badly, cast as a biochemist 
with a brusque haircut and 
lines like “Oh ... ray ... 
God!"- Hoffman offers some 
amusement as a hesitant psy¬ 
chologist hauled an to the 
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OSCAR® NOMINATED 
FOR BEST ACTOR 

WINNER OF THE 
1 99S GOLDEN GLOBE 

FOR BEST ACTOR. 
WINNER OF THE BEST ACTOR AWARD 

NEW YORK FILM CRITICS CIRCLE 

“No mean streets. No wiseguys. This is Scorsese communing with the strivings of mankind through the simplest of stories”: TuBcu Jamyang Kunga Tenzin plays the Dalai Lama at five 

research team after writing a 
fanciful report on ways of 
handling extra-terrestrials. 
Jackson, a sparky mathemati¬ 
cian, completes the trio, steal¬ 
ing scenes by going bananas. 

Everyone, though, goes ba¬ 
nanas in some way. Inis is the 
plot's point: that sphere they 
find in the ancient spacecraft 
has the gift of visualising a 
person's fears, generating gal¬ 
loping paranoia. The director 
is also not quite himself. He is 
Barry Levinson, encountered 
just a few weeks back with the 
wickedly funny Wag the Dog. 
As expected, the director of 
Diner emphasises dialogue 
more than special effects, but 
from this silly, half-way en¬ 
dearing lolly it is still hard to 
see why he had such an itch to 
make a science fiction movie. From the depths of the 

Pacific we emerge to 
find Oscar and Luan¬ 
da, adapted from 

Peter Carey’S novel by the 
Australian film-maker Gillian 
Armstrong. Careys prizewin¬ 
ning hovel offers an intricate 
landscape of Victorian social 
history and passions sacred 
and profane. Water and glass 
metaphors dominate and they 
merge in the symbol of the 
church of glass, hauled by 
Oscar, the defrocked Anglican 
minister and compulsive gam¬ 
bler, to a remote spot in 
northern Australia. 

A writer can create a glass 
church with a few taps on a 
keyboard. A film-maker must 
build the thing at significant 
cost, and manoeuvre it down 
roads and rivers. Throughout 
this film, so striking in looks, 
so muffled in impact, you can 
feel the strain of making 
words visible, and creating 
characters round enough tor 

our sympathy. Some of the 
film's troubles lie in the cast¬ 
ing. Cate Blanched, previously 
featured in Paradise Road, 
captures well enough the 
gauche and feisty spirit of 
Lucinda Leplastrier. the 
young heiress and glass fac¬ 
tory owner who crosses Os¬ 
cars path. But a question 
mark hangs over Ralph 
Fiennes. Technically, his per¬ 
formance is extremely skilful 
The end result though, is a 
creation so cold to the touch 
that you shrink in distaste. 
Something serious is missing 
from this movie -- a soul, a 
point, or an audience. 

MouseHmit should have 
no problem attracting die 
crawls. Children will relish 
the idea of a rodent Home 
Alone set in a large, dilapidat¬ 
ed house whose resident 
dubbed “Hitler with a tail" 
does not take kindly to renova¬ 
tions. Adults will appreciate 
the jokes, die drive of Gore 
Verb inski’s direction and the 
echoes of Laurel and Hardy in 
the double-act of Nathan Lane 
and Lee Evans as two brothers 
who inherit along with the 
house, a factory for making 
string. 

Peter Fondas business in 
Ulee’s Gold is keeping bees in 
the Florida marshes. He also 
keeps busy staying tad turn 
and acting on one note <how 
did he ever win an Oscar 
nomination?). Ulee’s life gets a 
shake-up when his son's crimi¬ 
nal associates turn nasty and 
his daughter-in-law takes one 
drug too many. Victor Nunez’s 
film is sensitively handled, but 
the basic material is too tired 
to deserve his loving care. 

Disappointment also arises 
with Telling Lies in America 
(directed by Guy Ferland), a 
lightweight drama inspired by 

the screenwriter Joe 
Eszterhas's early days in 
Cleveland. Ohio. Brad Renfro 
plays his teenage surrogate in 
1960, the son of Hungarian 
immigrants, kicked out of 
school awkward in love, 
under die spell of a dubious 
disc jockey (Kevin Bacon). 
Surety something more excit¬ 
ing than this happened to the 
author of Basic Instinct? 

Stiff, Robert Mitdium is up 
to scratch in Out of the Past 
encased in a trenchcoat up to 
his neck in double-crosses, 
revenge and Jane Greers 
femme fatale. Jacques Tour¬ 
neur's 1947 classic boasts bold 
images, acidic dialogue and 
enough film noir spirit to 
intoxicate connoisseurs. 

Complex sci-fi 
Every week, young film fans 
discuss some of the latest 
releases... 

■ SPHERE 
Dom Young, 19: Complex 
stuff. You’ll need your brain 
for this one. 
Leslie Isaiah Thomas. 20: 
Sharon Stone gives another 
accomplished performance. 
She is mesmerising. 
Emma Rolph, 19: Stone, 
Dustin Hoflrnan and Samuel 
L Jackson do good work in 
this complicated film. 
Sarah Crook, IS: An intrigu¬ 
ing and intelligent movie. 

□ MOUSEHUNT 
Dom: A film full of laughs, 
action and thrills. The mouse 
is excellent 
Leslie Lee Evans and Nathan 
Lane are both great but the 
star of the movie is definitely 
the mouse. 
Emma: A good comedy: with a 
better script it could have been 
a classic. 
Sarah: Parents beware. The 
demand for mice as pets is 
about to rocket 

■ OSCAR AND LUCINDA 
Done A worthy but not very 
entertaining film. Cinema for 

the discerning. 
Leslie: Worth seeing for rhe 
quality of acting alone. 
Emma: Ralph Fiennes has 
never been better, although 
whoever dyed his hair should 
be sacked. 
Sarah: 1 wasn't grabbed by 
the story, bur it’s visually 
pleasing and Rennes and Cate 
Blanchett are fantastic. 

SATURDAY APRIL 4TH 

SPECIAL NATIONWIDE PREVIEWS 
OF LOIMDOIM’S #1 FILM 

CHECK LOCAL. PRESS FOR DETAILS 

NEW ON VIDEO 

■ 8 HEADS IN A 
DUFFEL BAG 
VO. 15.1997 
THE title is fun at least and 
file plot shows promise: a bag 
of severed heads en route to a 
mobster get mixed up with the 
luggage of a holidaying medi- 
caistudent But with Joe Rsd 
squawking as the mobster, 
and limp direction by Ton 
Schulman, the blade comedy 
is nowhere near as funny as it 
should be. Other cast mem¬ 
bers include Kristy Swanson, 
David Spade and George 
Hamilton — unusually amus¬ 
ing as an uptight father who 
gets killed off far too soon. 
Available to rent 

■ THE NORTH STAR 
Eureka, 12,1943 
A FASCINATING relic, writ¬ 
ten by Ulffan Heilman, from 
the days when Russia was 
America's wartime ally and 
Hollywood mobilised its pub¬ 
lic relations skills to present 
Russians as cuddly, homely, 
balalaika-strumming types 
fighting an heroic battle 
against Nazi invaders. Since 
every Russian is played by 
stalwart Americans such as 
Walter Huston and Dean 
Jagger, realism takes a bad; 
seat But the sheer profession¬ 
alism of director Lewis Mile¬ 
stone and his crew, and the 
music of Aaron Copland, keep 
the film absorbing. And who 
can forget Erich von 
Stroheim's surgeon, draining 
away blood from Russian 

children to top up German 
casualties? 

■ SMILIA'S FEELING 
FOR SNOW 
FaxPatke, 15,1996 
SMILLA, a Danish scientist of 
Greenlandic descent, turns de¬ 
tective and sni/fa out a murder 
mystery in a young boys 
suspicious fall from a high 
roof. Peter Hoeg’s original 
novel offers intriguing materi¬ 
al, but a multinational cast, 
under director Bille August, 
seriously damages the atmo¬ 
sphere. and silliness engulfs 
the finale. Julia Ormond tries 
hard as the prickly heroine 
with a frozen heart who is torn 
between two cultures; Gabriel 
Byrne and Richard Harris 
also feature as two mystery 
men dogging her steps. Avail¬ 
able to rent. 

■ TEMPTRESS MOON 
Artificial Eye, 15,1996 
CHEN KA1GE*S complex, at¬ 
mospheric period drama 
about a gigolo’s obsession 
with the daughter of a decay¬ 
ing, opium-drenched aristo¬ 
cratic family. This lacks the 
potency of Chen’s big success 
Farewell My Concubine. but 
there are still luscious visuals, 
a splendid recreation of 
Shanghai in the 1920s and two 
major Hong Kong stars to 
enjoy (Leslie Cheung and 
Gong Li). Available to rent 
and buy. 

Geoff Brown 
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38 ARTS FILM 
THE TIMES THURSDAY APRIL 2 lQq 

LONDON 
BEEN SO LONG; Roxana Sntert 
directs Che Wane's oBy about tave and 
revenge in mutest Camden Town 
Royal Court Upstairs (Ambassadors). 
West StJKt WC2 (0'?1-5$5 5000) 
Prevtews horn lortght. 7 45cm Opens 
Aprt 7 end 8. 7pm Then Mon-Sal. 
7 45cm; mat Sat. 4pm. 

TODAY S CHOICE 

A daily guide to arts 
and entertainment 

complied by Mam Hargle 

THE BULLET: No* Joe Pential play, 
set In a South London sen*, whore 
parents, r.vo sons and a grtnend 
(Emily Wood prete timer -secrets 
Domrtc Coate <Siect3 
Donmar Warehouse. Earfham Street, 
WCC (0171-369 1732) Previews hom 
longrn. 8pm Opens Apr! 8.7pm Then 
I Jon-Sal 8pm. mats (bom Aprfl 9) Uv 
and Sat. 4pm UnrlMayS © 

THE CUCHULAIN CYCLE Frve Short 
vtsionarv plays by W B Yeats. HwbI 
O'Gotrior heads the cost d me DuMm- 
bosed Machra Theatre Company 
Rhrerefde Studios. Crisp Road. M3 
10101-237 till) Openstoreghi.6pm 
Then Tue-SaL 8pm Una Aprt 11 © 

symphonies tteOunrott and trio 
London 
Queen’s Hafl, Ctetfc Street 10131 -668 
20191 Tontgtit 7 45fm 
GLASGOW: The Scottish BaOet 
opens te spnng season with Peter 
□anefl's accLsmed 1972 production ol 
Tates ol Hoffmann. Leering il^nf-nr and 
ehcreofflapha Adam Cooper mates 
hts debut wih the ccrrpeny daneng the 
Irtte rote torvght He is replaced later n 
the run by SB prfnopete Campbefl 
McKotzk and Vtedtelav Bubnov The 
work is performed lo John Lenchbery s 

ST JOHN PASSION In the rurvup to 
Easter (he Enghsh Concert and Chow 
under Trevor Pmodi gives a 
performance olJS Bidi's musical 
settmgoi the Gospet Wthtan 
BosinJpc as the Evangefcsl and Jeremy 
White as Jna 
Queen Elizabeth HaR. South Bar*. 
SC 11017?-950 42-JJj Torejhl 745pm 

ELSEWHERE 
EDINBURGH: Joseph Swensan 
continues Ws sartes with the Scottish 
Chamber Orchestra In which he 
liBlhPOMG Haydn's symphonies with 
wwVs hom Bnteh compilers The 
orchestra is pned tonghr by the Engfeh 
o?Ho virtuoso Raphael WaHtadi end 
ouofc.1 Rotwi WJ&ams lor a performance 
oi v<sns GraJU ter Cette. Ota? and 
Strings by Kenneth LnqNon TWsrs 
flanked by Haydn's two taa 

powerful score based on the original 
■jtlenbacn opera 
Theatre Royal, Hope Street till 41 -332 
9000) Opais tonight. 7 15pm © 

MANCHESTER* The venanGatman 
conductor Grjrrth® HerWg conduce the 
Ha Re Orchestra m a festive 
programme ot music hom some of 
Austria's linen Chtfc Come. Graham 
orjtvao^ Lyn Fletcher end Peter 
C WorraH perform Haydn’s Stetania 
Oonoenarae for oboe, bassoon. «o6n 
and cefio. homed By wort* by Mozart 
and Brudmcr 
Bridgewater Hafl. Lower Mostey 
Street 10101-907 90001 Tonight. 
730pm © 

MILTON KEYNES. Fiona Laird drects 
a new production lor the National 
Theatre's rraMe tout ol Oh What A 
Lovely Waff Performed m a 700-seal 
orcus tanL wfch deoils By Tom Pper. 
j.aan Uttewood's Aisste muacal tours 
the nation urnfl June 
Campbell Park. (Bar office- 01908 
583929) Tooi^tI. 7 30pm. tomcnow. 
1 30pm <rrte 7 30pm. Sat. 1 30pm and 
7 30pm. 

LONDON GALLERIES 

Adam Cooper debuts 
with Scottish Ballet 

British Muaetaw isiamc and mtSan 
Paintings hom the Cofecuon ot Prince 
and Pttvress Sadruddn Aga khan 
<0171-3238525) Dulwich: Balym 
the Age ol Tomer 10181 -893 5254) 
Goethe Institute: BerSn Pboto^apto 
by Gerhard uumerm (Ol 71-594 
0214| Heyward: Heon Cartier- 
Bres3onl0l7i-S283l44| 
Museum of London The Lde and 
TmesotHM Rothschid. 1777-1836 
(0171-6000807) National Anthony 
Caro (0171-747 23851 Maritime 
Museum: Peter the Great n England 
1698(0181-3126745) Royal 
Academy An Treasures o! England 
(0171-3000000) Tate Turoaand 
the Scienttsts An Artist in TvmCuihjres 
(0171-88780001. V & A The Power 
ol he Poster (0171-338 8349.W41) 

B ART. Roger Alam, McL Fotd and 
.Puck Dee m tins axceplenaBy rter «teg 
'drama afoul fnendshp. urrspoken 
resentment and an almost aJLwhiie 
pamimg 
Wyndham's. Oenng Crocs Road. 
WC2 (0171 -389 1736) Tue-£aL 8pm. 
mats Wed. 3pm. Sat and Sun. 5pm 

THEATRE GUIDE 

B CLOSER The National Theatre 
prc-Juctiw ot Patrick Matter's hu pfay 
about dodgy pasonalteteii«ts With 
Franca Barber and Ua Walker 
Lyric, ShahesburyAve.Wi 10171-494 
5054) Mon-SaL 7 30pm mao Wed and 
Sat 3pm 

Jeremy Kingston's assessment 
of theatre showing In London 

■ House tuN, returns only 
D Some seats available 
□ Scab at an prices 

□ THE SURGEON OF HONOUR. 
Calderon's dark drama of lea. cnirity 
and the oteossun mth honour, 
greeted by Judith Rubens far Other 
Ranks ThoNre Co Pari of tire currert 
Sparest! season 
Southwark Playhouse. 62 Southwark 
Bridge Road. SEl (0171-820 3484) 
Mon-Sal, 7.30pm Until April 4 

Hampstead Theatre. Swu* Collage 
Cerere. NW310171-72? 93CHI Mon-Sat 
8pm. mat Sal. 3 30pm. © 

□ THE CRIMINALS Rea) Ife Eaters 
Joanna and Miranda Foster wtrh Peter 
Sultoan in Cuban playwright Jose 
Tnona c unscinmg drama about Ihree 
siblings le-enactng the mu da ol Ihett 
parcrilc tan Brown dvects 
Lyric Studo. King Street. 
Hammercmtfi. W3 (0181 -741 8701) 
Mon-Sal. 8pm. ma Sat. 4 30pm Until 
April 18 ©" 

O THE MISANTHROPE Elane Paige 
plays Cetmaie. wsh Mchaei 
Farmington as Alcesie m a cast dial 
indbdas Anna Carteret Peter Bowles 
and David Yeland Peisr Hal drects a 
new translation ot MoKre by Ranpt Boa 
Piccadilly Theatre. Denman Street. 
Wl (0171-389 1734) Today. 2.30pm 
and 7 45pm. tomorrow. 715pm In rep 

□ THINGS WE DO FOR LOVE Man 
Ayckbourn directs Jane Asher n fas new 
comedy about a surpnsng Jcwo and ns 
unsurprising consequervoa on kwets 
Gielgud. Shaftesbury Avenue. Wl 
Wl 71-494 5065) Mon-Sat, 7 45pm. 
mats Tiny and Sou 3pm 

□ DANCE OF DEATH. Stittfcerg's 
reimty limy hro-piay onalyros ol a 
mantego tounded on the test for 
domnance. Carlo fjcbter resets the play 
inCkanegal Nicholas kcnldue-as The 
plays can te seen separately 
TricycleTheatre, hllbum Hrqh Road 
NWS 10171-328 1000) Tue-Fn. 8pm. 
Sat 4 30pm and 8pm Sun, 4pm and 
7 30pm Until April 26 © 

■ NOT ABOUT NIGHTINGALES: hi 
the recently recovered play by 
Tennessee* Wit terns, set in a harsh 
1930s pul. Fmbar Lynch's prisoner 
con trouts Conn Ftedgrave's wardsi 
National (Ccflesfael, Souih Bre*. SE1 
10171-4523000] ToregtK-SaL 7 30pm: 
mat Sot 2Jupm trieperiotre © 

□ UNCLE VANYA. Kate Mrfchal 
directs Stephen DtSsn. Lnc Roadie. 
Anastasia HBete a n«v RSC version ot 
Chekhov’s drama about iHasten and 
frustration 
Young Vic 66 The Cut. London S£ 1 
(0171-928 6363) Today. 2pm and 
7 15pm te repertoire © 

LONG RUNNERS 

a GIVE ME YOUR ANSWER, DOI- 
Bn an Fuel's ptav. set among a leerary 
sot m Co Donegal, wtii a star cost of 
GtrairJne James and Italt Buggy. 
Margaret Tyzodt and John Woodmne, 
Sorcha Cusadi and Gaum Granger 
FuDton Letevre directs 

□ SEPARATE TABLES/ 
HARLEQUINADE Terence Rattigan's 
1954 double Ml. restoring hnheno 
censored gay references lo the fast ptay 
Coin Blwcod's bp top cast ndudes 
Barbara Jelard, Shela Reid, Lucy 
\Mrybrow and Mark Eden 
King’s Head. Upper Sueel, N1 (0171- 
261916) Tue-SaL 8pm; mats Sat and 
Sim. 3 30pm © 

□ Blood Brothers: Phcwrnr (0171-369 
1733) B Groan. CambreJge 
(017M94 5080) BLn 
Desirables Paiac* (0171-434 0909) 

B Miss Saigon OwvLane 
(0171-494 5400) DThe 
HounMp St Martte'e (0171-836 
1443) . . ■The Phantom of the 
Opera HerM.^est/s(0l7M345400) 

□ Smahey Joe’s Cota Ftence o> 
Wates {0171-839 5987) 
□ Starlight Express Aporto Victoria 
(0171-418 60541 □ The Woman 
In Black- Fortune (0171-8362238) 
Rdiet information supplied te Society 
■at London Theatre 

NEW RELEASES 
ANASTASIA |U) Fary late adwrt.ses 
rt Iho Ftemmov prmceso Moderate 
family cartoon «Iho Dnney style, with 
rfi<? voces ot Meg Ryan and John 
Cusack. 
Odeon Leicester Sq (0181-3154215) 

CINEMA GUIDE 

Geoff Brawn's assessment of 
fllms In London and (where 

Indicated wtth the symbol ♦) 
on release across the country 

BEST MEN (15) Bnde^wsn * buddy 
rote a bank on hn wedding day Failed 
comedy-drama with Sean Puiricfc 
Flansrv and [jean Can Director. Tanva 
Daw;. 
ABC Shaftosbury Av (Of 71-836 6279) 

AuraM. Director. Andre T^cWno. 
Metro (0171-437 0757) 

CURRENT 
DOUBLE TEAM (Iff) Lmdemandnq 
nonem? with Jean-Claude Van Damme 
as a riounw-nnomt. and oiunte 
oatare Dnec'ar. Tsui Hark. 
VirginTrocadero©(0i8l 9706015V 

MOTHER AND SON lU) Starkly 
beautiful and mavng Russian portrait ol 
3 son and his dying mother Cmoctor. 
Alen-andr Soteirov 
Renoir 10171-837 8402) 

TWENTYFOURSEVEN (15) Bob 
Hosfcms meo to aativae Midiarvis yourh 
Orerfv-stiaichcd but sirkrig featine 
from up-arvj-corrwrg Bnnsh director 
ShanaMeadwvs 
Bartrican © (0171-638 8891) Odeons: 
Camden Town |0I61-3I5 4265) 
Kenstegton (0181-3154214) Swiss 
Collage (0181-315 4220) Rtay (0171- 
737 212 i i Scrsen/Baker Street (0171- 
535 27721 Virgins: Fulham Road 
(0171-370 2636) Haymarket (0171-839 
15271 Warner© 10171-437 4343) 

« AS GOOD AS rr GETS (151 
Obsensiue-crynpObJve Jack: ftichoteon 
teas to become a teller person 
Oowd-pteaartg. man^xitalivecuriedv- 
ctiwna from James L Brooks, 
nornnated (or so Oscars With Helen 
Hurt and Greg hrneai 
ABC Tottenham Cowl Road 10171- 
636 6148] Clapham Picture House 
(0171-498 3323) Greenwich (0181 235 
30051 Orleans: Camden Town (0181- 
3154255) Kensington 10181-315 
4214) Marble Arch tOTBi-315 4216) 
Swiss Cottage (0161-315 4220) Weal 
End (0181-3154221) Semen/Baker 
Street lOt 71-935 2772) ScreanrHR © 
1017M35 3366) UCI Whfteteys © 
(0990 688990) Virgins: Fidhom Road 
(0171-370 2636) Irocadaro ©(0181- 
970 G)15) 

JACKS BROWN (15). Pam Grtefs 
money smuggler tries wnggling out ol 
aoubte Ertenartng adapiaoon of 
Eknore Leonard s can*: thriller from 
Ouentin Taitrtfino with an ecceilent 
cast (Robert Forster Samuel L Jackson. 
Robert Dc Niro. Michael Kcpion. 
Bndgel Fondai 
Barbican ©(0171-638 8891) 
Claphan Picture House (0171-498 
33231 Empire © (09M 888890) 
Greenwich (0181-235 3005} Hotting 
H3I Coronet © (0171-727 6705) 
Odeonx Camden Town (0181-315 
4355) Kensington (Q1B1 315 4214) 
Marble Arch (0181 -315 4216) 9wiss 
Cottage <0181-315 4220) UCI 
Whlteieys © (0990 888990) Virens: 
Chsisea (0171-352 5096) Trocadero 
©(0181-9706015) 

MRS OALLOWAY (PG)- A society 
hostess m the 1920s muses on her ite's 
process WeD-acted neaonent of 
Virginia WootTs novel, with Vanessa 
Redgrave Director. Marieen Goms 
ABC Swiss Centre (0171 -139 4470) 
Chelsea 10171 351 3742) Odeon 

1(0181-31542121 

LES VOLEURS (18) Fraclured. 
imetlcciual wne drama abxn lamly 
ues w<n Cahetne Deneuve and Daniel 

IN THE COMPANY OF MEN (18)' 
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Lucy Wood’s Fatal Entrapment, now at the Tannery: a playground toy for fantasy races, it implies that beguiling thrills can end in disaster 

East Enders on par 
The very best of contemporary 

art gives us what we didn't 
know we wanted- So when we 
find it we are jolted by a shock 

of recognition. There is a moment in 
which a door swings open to readmit 
some past sensation or take us to a 
state of mind to which our imagina¬ 
tions alone could never have carried us. 

Shock and sensation alone, however, 
are a meretricious formula for creating 
good art Blowing the audience’s mind, 
however fieedngly. and then failing to 
deliver that new place in our memories 
to which we can turn again and again 
is still ultimately a failure. 

No wonder that most art today 
announces defeat before it has even 
started, through a language of irony, 
self-deprecation, cuteness and seif¬ 
conscious wit But we are partly to 
blame, too. On the whole we get served 
whar artists think we want and at the 
end of the 20th century irony, self- 
deprecation and cuteness are all 
around us. They are certainly in 
plentiful supply at the Whitechapel 
Open, but there are also moments of 
surprise and works 1 would be pleased 
to take home (all are for sale). 

This year there are three venues for 
the Whitechapel Open, the annual 
show of work by (mainly) young artists 
living in east and southeast London. 
The Whitechapel Gallery and the 
Tannery, an artist-run space in Ber¬ 
mondsey. have jointly selected around 
100 artists, while Canary Wharf is 
showing around 35 artists. 

One thousand artists are also open¬ 
ing their studio doors on staggered 
weekends for the duration of the show. 
With only one work by each artist in 
the core exhibition, more should be 
made of the artist* studio link-up. It 
would be useful to have the address of 
the artist's studio cm the wall label by 
his or her work. There are useful maps 
in the guide to the Whitechapel Open 
but referencing is only from studio to 
artist and not vice-versa. 

Much of the art is figurative or 
implies a human presence. There is not 
much abstraction or pure nature (the 
stretched hide of skinned guinea pig 
might be nature but only at the expense 

of radical intervention by the artist 
Jordan Baseman). There is also a 
dominance of painting, drawing and 
photography over sculpture. The selec¬ 
tors have made too much of mock- 
crude painting (especially portraits) 
but there are some good painters, if not 
many surprises. 

Nicky Hoberman, for example, is 
collected by Charles Saatchi. She 
paints little girls with heads enlarged 
by photographic distortion and know¬ 
ing eyes. They are both cute and freaky 
and in My Precious the girls are seen 
surrounded by a litter of labrador 
puppies against a background that 
shifts from turquoise to pale blue, 
teetering on the edge of kitsch. 

Also at the Tannery, Lucy Wood's 
Fatal Entrapment is tire tubular zinc- 

plated steel outline of a racing car. 
Looking, like a playground toy for 
fantasy races, it implies that the 
beguiling thrills of shiny metal and 
aerodynamic curves din end in 
disaster. 

Alex Landrum also invokes a car 
accident with a shiny surface of paint 
on crumpled, moulded green resin. 
That there should be a perverse beauty 
m the random shaping caused by 
impact in Perfect Accident leaves you 
wondering uneasily about the human 
lives that might have been involved. 

Ai the Whitechapel Art Gallery I 
could have done without the column of 
dog-food, presented on a white tile and 
called Unheimlich (Uncanny). But 1 
was entranced for five minutes by 
Holly Davey*s Fairy Vision, a video 

camera projecting a two-inch hfcdj 
image of a tiny, twirling figure nnici ithi 
skirting board. 

Two photographic works were alaj 
arresting. Forest Fires by Annabel 
Frearson shows ihe upper pan of 
traffic light against a background oj 
baa* branches"on a grey winter’s day 
The only colour is in ihe three lamp, 
which are all lit simultaneously: redj 
amber and green united in rebellion 
against the accepted sense of order.; 
Reggie Carew's collage of 2(J7 snap 
shots of passers-by seen between 10.30 
and 1145am. when the sun |^ines 
directly through the etched windows ol 
his studio, gives us the mild to non¬ 
existent drama of everyday life in black 
silhouettes on sepia. Unfortunately the architec¬ 

ture of Canary Wharf dres 
not make it u sympathetic 
place for art. and the selec¬ 

tors have been too willing to phv w 
their local husiness audience. The 
result is disappointingly anodyne, shot 
through with a zaniness that falls 
rather Oat It is epitomised b> Frankie 
Sinclair's Bridal Go-Go. an overblown 
sculpture of a blowsy bride made out ol 
red and puiple conjurer's balloon:! 
Miniaturisation, orjhe creation of very 
literal other worlds^ is a tendency w 
which Phillip Allen belongs. His Good 
for You is an idyllic river scene painted 
onto a plywood set balanced on a picnic 
bench made of cardboard- 

One exception is the work by Jaime 
Pitarch. It includes a series of four 
black-and-white photos of burnt 
match-heads that look like disintegrat¬ 
ing skulls, a chair balanced on onelonsj 
leg made of three legs sawn-off and 
nailed to the remaining fourth. $d a 
model train that has come to a half at a 
right-angle corner on a square-shaped 
track. They have the panache that rises 
above the miasma of self-doubt that 
hangs around much of the Whitechap¬ 
el Open. 1 

Phillip Allen’s Good for You, at Canary Wharf an idyllic river scene 
in plywood, balanced on a picnic bench made out of cardboard 

• The Whitechapel Open ami Open Siuditf 
until May 31 ar ihe Whitechapel 4rf 
Gallery. London El (0171-322 78$$): Tat 
Tannery. 57 Bermondsey Si. SEI (0/7I-1H 
0587): Canary Wharf (0171-418 27S.1I 
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Fox goes 
to work 
in the 

Bullring For its new production 
of JanaCek’s opera. 
City of Birmingham 
Touring Opera is us- 

ing a literal translation of the 
Czech title rather than the 
“Cunning Little Vixen" which 
comes to us via Max Brad’s 
German version. I hope the 
original sticks; I know ft 
doesn’t trip off the tongue, but 
neither does the Czech: 
Pfihody Lisky BystrouSka. 

There is a whiff of cuteness 
to Brad's title, but nothing 
remotely cute about JanaCek's 
score, and emphatically not 
about Graham Vick's new 
staging in the deliciously 
seedy, defiantly non-elitist 
Mayfair Suite in Birming¬ 
ham’s Bullring Centre. 

Jonathan Dove, already re¬ 
sponsible for memorable re¬ 
orchestrations of The Ring. 
The Magic Flute and Falstaff 
for CBTO. has scaled down 
the Vixen for 16 players, re¬ 
maining faithful to the com¬ 
poser, and in one respect 
almost too faithful. The excel¬ 
lent players under Simon Hal¬ 
sey make a big. fat noise, and 
on Tuesday the singers were 
overwhelmed in more or less 
the same places as they usual¬ 
ly are. 

Tire robust orchestral sound 
encouraged the soloists to sing 
at full tilt rather too consistent¬ 
ly. and to smg notes rather 
than wonds-and-notes, with 
the honourable exception erf 
Henry Newman, the most 
experienced member of the 
cast, who made every one of 
the Gamekeeper's lines tell 
with rare eloquence. 

Whether from sensible 

11*©Adventures 
of Vixen 

Birmingham 

pragmatism or a certain Puri¬ 
tanism, there is nothing of the 
forest in Vick's purposefully 
urban production. Robin 
Don’s permanent set is a 
suburban lounge in front of a 
brick wall. The cast assembles 
in the prelude, and there is a 
sense of “say. we could do the 
opera right here in our living 
room". Vixen and Fox are 
punk New Age travellers, and 
there’s an almost Beckett-like 
severiry to the action as well as 
busyness and slightly self- 
conscious sordidness. 

You recognise the reason for 
everything — yes, the Vixen 
docs have a disruptive effect 
on polite society — while 
wondering whether this isn’t a 
workshop on the Vixen rather 
than a production of it There 
is much to provoke and in¬ 
trigue those who know the 
piece well: whether it will 
work as narrative for those 
who don’t is another matter. 

Yet there is a quirky fantasy 
to many of Vick’S effects: the 
Dragonfly-dancer helping the 
baby Frog to jump, the Gnat 
ecstatically shooting-up the 
Gamekeeper's blood, the Fort 
take-away rabbitburger. the 
Gamekeeper's family seeking 
to lame the Vixen by forcing 
her into a pink party frock, the 
Fox taking Ins watch off as he 
prepares to deflower the Vixen 

lisa Tyrrell (Vixen) giving birth to cubs in Graham Vick’s City of Birmingham Touring Opera production of JanaCek's masterpiece in Birmingham Bullring's Mayfair Suite 

~ and the Dog is, literally, a 
Boxer. Bur Jfinatek’s vision is 
essentially life-enhancing 
while Vick’s seems marginally 
less so. 

In addition to Newman, 
there’s an outstanding perfor¬ 
mance from Linda Hibberd as 
the Innkeepers Wife: her line 
about the exiled Parson, “he 
wrote; once", was heart-rend¬ 
ing. Adele Clarkson's Baby 
Vixen is a little star of Shirley 
Temple dimensions. The rest 
many doubling, tripling and 
quadrupling roles, both work 
hard and slightly too hard, 
and could all—especially lisa 
Tyrrell's lively Vixen — sharp¬ 
en their diction and "sing" 
less. 

Rodney Milnes 

Puck the Dalek wrecks the spell 
Richard Hfckort well- 

planned Midsummer 
Nights Dream se¬ 

quence with the City of 
London Sinfonia began a 
fortnight ago with Mendels¬ 
sohn's incidental music and 
ended on Tuesday with a 
glittering performance of Ben¬ 
jamin Britten’s opera. 

The auguries were good 
when the large cast arrived on 
stage without a vocal scare 
between them. Hickox had 
been careful to sprinkle his 
cast with one or two Dream 
veterans so that there could be 
plenty of dramatic interplay 

on the platform, where the 
gentry were carefully ranged 
to the right and the 
medinicaJs to the lefL 

Few know more about the 
Dream than the Oberon of 
James Bowman and the 
Tytania of Lillian Watson. 
His counter-tenor still has the 
ethereal, other-worldly timbre 
of the King of the Fairies, 
flecked with an all too human 
Irritability when his orders go 
wrong. Watson has spent so 
long among the Despinas of 
this world that her Tytania 
serves as a sharp reminder of 
how true and silvery her 

A Mkfsmmner 
NightsDream 

- Barbican 

coloratura still is — as trim as 
her figure poured into the 
evening’s most eye-catching 
dress. 

Bottom will surely remem¬ 
ber his forest night with her. 
Donald Maxwell is one of 
Hickox’s favourite singers 
and his extrovert, good-hu¬ 
moured weaver, beautifully 
articulated and majestically 

sung, was one of tire evening’s 
great pleasures. Hickox let (he 
orchestra bray with delight as 
Bottom entered his donkey 
paradise. 

The four quarrelsome Athe¬ 
nians were played with high 
spirit by Mark Pad more (es¬ 
pecially good). Stephen 
Varcoe. Pamela Helen Ste¬ 
phen and Catrin Wyn Davies. 
There was another highly 
distinguished contribution 
from the Trinity Boys Choir, 
both individually and togeth¬ 
er. Britten entrusted the rives 
to keep the dose of the first 
two acts firmly rooted in 

faiiyland and Trinity made 
sure of that 

The one miscalculation was 
the casting of Puck in the all- 
too Earthbound figure of Syl¬ 
vester McCoy, a plump 
middle-aged servant who did 
not so much fly through the 
air as roll around the plat¬ 
form. His grating voice 
sounded as though it had a 
tittle mechanical enhance¬ 
ment; but tire main surprise 
was that Bowman's Imperi¬ 
ous Oberon would have any 
truck with so vulgar a Puck. 

John Higgins 

music, blues boy 
Clive Davis meets a former Miles Davis protege with - 
a roving brief to fuse musical idioms — even classical 
He is the pupil who 

outgrew his master. 
Of all the musicians 

who passed through Miles 
Davis’s band in the trumpet¬ 
er’s erratic final decade, it is 
John Scofield whom the Prince 
of Darkness’s fens tend to 
recall with the most affection. 

Davis does not have much 
to say about the guitarist in his 
autobiography — which is just 
as well, considering some of 
the comments he made about 
his ex-players (and, worse still, 
his ex-wives) in that scabrous 
tome. Scotield, as l recall, does 
not even merit the particular 
obscenity that Davis regularly 
flourished as both insult and 
term of endearment, depend¬ 
ing on his mood. 

But anyone who caught the 
live shows of the early Eighties 
will know that Scofield 
brought a touch of blues-based 
poetry that matched Davis’s 
lyricism. The albums that he 
made under Jtjs own name — 
Blue Matter and Still Warm 
chief among them — showed 
not just that he had learnt 
from his mentor, but that he 
had overtaken him. 

In the decade since then, 
Scofield has established him¬ 
self as one of jazz’s most 
productive bandleaders. But 
he returns, albeit briefly, to the 
sideman’s life this month 
when he tours with the En¬ 
semble Modern and fellow 
jazzman Peter Erskine in 
Mark-Anthony Tumage's 
suite Blood on the Floor. 
written in response to the 
death of the composer's brorh- 
er after a drug overdose. 

The notion of combining 
classical forms with the rhyth¬ 
mic freedom of jazz has a long 
history. Seventy years on. 
George Gershwin’s Rhapsody 
in Blue (premiered at an 
•‘experiment in modern 
music" organised by the self- 
proclaimed “King of Jazz. 
Paul Whiteman) remains 
probably the best-known ex¬ 
ample of this elusive hybrid 

Whether Blood on the Floor 
will enjoy a fraction of Lhe 
Rhapsodys shelf-hfe remains 
to be seen. (Anyone unable to 
catch the Contemporary 
Music Network tour can eaten 
up with the Argo label's newly 
released live recording of the 
1096 concerts in London. 
Frankfort and Cologne.) 

Yet there is no doubting the 

authority of Scofield's playing, 
even though he admits to 
having been intimidated by 
the demands of interpreting a 
score. While there are impro¬ 
vised passages in Blood on the 
Floor, the rest is what some 

£ It was a 

kind of 

loose funk 

with 

ajazz 

attitude } 

improvising musicians tike to 
call “paper music". 

“I was very nervous at the 
first performance;" he recalls. 
"I’m not used to working with 
a conductor. It was strange to 
be getting the rhythm from a 
guy’s hand instead of just 
dosing my eyes." 

Scofield will be on more 
familiar turf later this month 
when he returns to the South 
Bank with his own band, a 
unit which strikes a fine 
balance between a funk bass 
and intelligent improvisation. 
His affection for the unpreten¬ 
tious lifting of soul-jazz has 
long been apparent in albums 
such as Blue Matter. 

Over the past few years, the 
funk quotient has steadily 
increased. He takes another 
step down that path on his 
new Verve album A Go Go, 
which finds him in the com¬ 
pany of the American organ- 
percussion-and-bass trio of 
John Medesid, Billy Martin 
and Chris Wood. 

Impressed with the three¬ 
some’s approach fTt was a 
land of loose funk with a jazz 
attitude," he explains), Scofield 
decided to make contact by the 
highly unorthodox method of 
leaving a message on their 
telephone fan-line. Not sur¬ 
prisingly. his putative collabo¬ 
rators thought at first that it 
was a hoax call 

Swingin’ little guitar man: bandleader John Scofield 

Medeski, Martin and Wood 
will not be joining him at his 
QEH concert; instead he will 
lead a quartet featuring his 
regular partner, the organ 
player Larry Goldings. But 
more dates with MM&W 
nonetheless remain a poss¬ 
ibility. 

“We did five loft gigs before 
we recorded the album, and I 
hope we can repeat that," 
Scofield says. “It was a nice 

thing to do. just to play music 
for music’s sake." 
•John Scofield tours with Blood 
on the Floor at the Com Exchange. 
Cambridge. Sun 5; QEH. London 
SEI. Mon 6; Bridgewater Halt. 
Manchester. Tue 7: Symphony 
Hall, Birmingham, Wed 8. 
The John Scofield Band performs 
at the Cheltenham Jazz Festival. 
Sun 19: Band On The Wall, 
Manchester. Mon 20; Irish 
Centre, Leeds. Tue 21; QEH, 
London SEI. Wed 22. 

Rarities go unheard 
Pi 

robably not since he 
exiled himself to Siberia 
with a proscribed 

Schnittke symphony ' has 
Gennadi Rozhdestvensky seen 
such bleak empty spaces. As 
his eye wandered over the 
uninhabited wastes of the 
Bridgewater Hall, where 
scarcely another human being 
was to be seen, he must have 
wondered what was the point 
of exposing himself to the 
Manchester climate at such an 
apathetic extreme. 

He was not depressed, how¬ 
ever. On the contrary, within 
two hours he had so warmed 
to the place that he was 
conducting the last bar of 
Strauss’s Le bourgeois Gentil- 
homme with his back to the 
orchestra and eliciting so 
much applause from the audi¬ 
torium as to demonstrate that 
there is life even in these 
conditions. In fact, it had been 
a performance to melt the 
permafrost, abundant in 
charm, wit and the son of 
sentiment that is irresistible to 
an ear susceptible to elegantly 

CONCERTS 

__JF- 

turned and sensitively col¬ 
oured melody. 

While it is difficult to imag¬ 
ine any ensemble other than 
the Northern Sinfonia re¬ 
sponding so generously and so 
spontaneously to Rozhdest¬ 
vensky’s rarely predictable in¬ 
terpretative impulse, it must 
share some responsibility for 
the empty hall. Apart from the 
fact that the Sinfoni3 has no 
profile in the northwest, there 
was an obvious miscalculation 
in the programme. 

By all means bring an 
interesting rarity like Spohr’s 
Macbeth overture and give 
the audience an opportunity to 
catch up with John Casken's 
Cello Cbncerto. Bur in these 
circumstances, it is wise to 
seduce the eye with a name 
tike Tchaikovsky or Elgar at 
the top of the programme. 

rather than turn it away with 
Charles Avison. His concerto 
grosso arrangement of key¬ 
board music by Scarlatti froze 
before h touched the ground. 

If the Spohr was more 
interesting than rewarding — 
an enterprisingly atmospheric 
slow introduction is followed 
by a conventional Allegro — 
the Cas ken was remarkably 
successful. The Northern Sin- 
fonia’s principal cellist, 
Emma-Jane Murphy, is not as 
experienced a soloist as 
Heinrich Schiff. for whom 
Cas ken wrote the Concerto 
seven years ago. but she plays 
with uncommon integrity and 
conviction. 

So while the composer com¬ 
plicates matters as he develops 
his increasingly elusive mate¬ 
rial in the opening movement, 
she holds the attention and 
prepares it to be shaken up by 
the brilliant first part of the 
second movement and paci¬ 
fied by the lyrical beauty of the 
ending. 

Gerald Larner 
■ 

You’ll believe a band can fly, 
SUPERMAN has landed on 
the South Bank. Not to be 
outdone by the Barbican, the 
Festival Hall has been trying 
its own hand at inventing 
America, thanks to an excit¬ 
ingly programmed BBC Sym- 

NEW CLASSICAL CDS: Overly English Mascagni; Mahler Rattled; bubbling Mendelssohn 

John Higgins 

■ MASCAGNI 
Cavalleria rasticana 
Miririoiu/O’NeiU/ 
Joli/LPO/Parry 
Chartdos CHAN 3004 
*+ £14.99 
EVEN a work so Italian as 
Cavalleria Is not going to 
deflect the Peter Moores 
Foundation from its mission 
of opera in English. A! the 
start this recording sounds 
too sanitised and un-Mediter¬ 
ranean. David Parry adopts 
slow and lyrical tempos, 
more Shropshire than Sicily, 
but he holds back his hand 
deliberately so that the emo¬ 
tions can flood _ out when 
Turiddu (Dennis O’Neill) 
comes on stage rather than 
serenading off it. 

O’Neill is very much the 
linchpin of the set. He is m 
his best and most fortnngm 
voice, but goes easy on the 
sobs. The farewell to Mam¬ 
ma Lucia (Elizabeth 

Bainbridge, drawn out of 
retirement and turning in a 
very sturdy performance) is a 
mode! of barely suppressed 
emotion. Nelly Miricioiu as 
Santuzza is more question¬ 
able casting; her soprano has 
some threadbare patches. 
Diction too is a problem. 
Turiddu’s propensity to play 
away is made all too credible 
by Diana Montague's 
creamy Lola. Phillip Joll is a 
properly philosophic Alfio, 
but the Geoffrey Mitchell 
Choir sounds too English- A 
usefol introduction to Masca- 

ti, but those wanting more 
should turn back to 

Karajan on DG. 

“ORCHESTRAL 

Barry Millington 

■MAHLER 
Symphony No 4 
Roocroft/CBSO/Rattle 
£M7 CDC 5 56563 2 
irk* £15.99 
THE greatest surprise in this 
new recording is the opening 

four bars. Where the jingling 
sleigh bells conventionally 
slow down for the main 
theme on violins. Rattle 
adopts a very deliberate pace 
for the sleigh ride. The brakes 
are unequally applied, leav¬ 
ing the flutes and clarinets 
adrift from the violins, and 
then the main theme picks up 
at a faster speed. The effect is 
bizarre, but Rattle knows 
what he is doing. The re¬ 
versed tempos correspond to 
the memory of the Mahler 
tradition in the 1920s. while 
the "planned rhythmic disar¬ 
ray" is authentic according to 
the Mahler scholar Donald 
Mitchell. 

The raised bells of the 
CBSO woodwind have a 
keener edge than those of 
MaazePs Vienna Philhar¬ 
monic. although the latter’s 
strings have a sumptuous 

sheen that the British orches¬ 
tra can never quite match. 
Something of that rawness is 
carried over into the rustic 
fiddling of the Scherzo, but 
the serenity of the slow 
movement is wonderfully 
sustained. Amanda Roocroft 
is an endearing angelic pres¬ 
ence in the finale. 

Chamber 
Hilary Finch 

CDs reviewed in The 
Times can be ordered 
from the Times Music 
Shop on 0345 023498 

■ MENDELSSOHN 
The Piano Trios 
Vienna Piano Trio 
Nimbus N15553 *** £13.49 
THIS disc has been impa¬ 
tiently awaited after the Vien¬ 
na PianoTrio’s releases of the 
Dvorak. Beethoven and. 
most recently, Haydn trios. 
And. with the ensemble’s 
skill at drawing the listener 
in to eavesdrop on a high- 
powered conversation among 
friends as impressive as ever, 
it is no disappointment. 

Energy bubbles from the 
outer movements of the first 

of Mendelssohn's two trios: it 
is amassed gradually and 
cumulatively through biting 
articulation, springing piano 
playing and a meticulous 
balance of voices. Stefan 
Mendl brings clarity and 
ever-changing light to the 
long central song without 
words, and Wolfgang Redik’S 
violin makes this a midsum¬ 
mer night’s dream of a 
Scherzo. 

For the C minor Op 66 trio, 
a similarly lively equilibrium 
between all three instru¬ 
ments makes for a long, 
exciting crescendo of an open¬ 
ing. and creates a rare ten¬ 
sion and strength in the 
uncoiling and developing of 
its energies. Pace and tone of 
voice are perfectly judged in 
the Andante expnessiw. then 
the airborne Scherzo vanish¬ 
es in the brush of a bow 
before the great chorale 
glows out of a finale as high- 
spirited as it is impassioned. 

* Worth hearing 
irk Worth considering 
**+ Worth buying 

phony Orchestra concert 
whose grand finale was the 
UK premiere of a symphony 
celebrating the 50th anniver¬ 
sary of Superman’s appear¬ 
ance in American comics. 

Michael Daugheny’s Me- 
tropolb Symphony, together 
with this decade’s glut of 
American Pastorals, Under¬ 
worlds and Wobegon Boys, is 
another resonant manifesta¬ 
tion of acute New World self- 
awareness at yet another fin 
de siecle. Earlier works like Le 
Tombeau de Liberties and the 
opera Jackie O have already 
revealed Daugherty a master 
icon-maker. Here he sets out 
to express “the energies, ambi¬ 
guities, paradoxes and wit" of 
American urban culture with¬ 
in five movement-images: Lex. 
Krypton. Mxyzptlk, Oh, Lois! 
arid Red Cape Tango. 

Superman aficionados will 
get the point at once but for 
those who aren’t and don’t, 
little is lost For tins is a real 
Symphonic Fantastique for 
our times, its restless spirit 
poised between Hollywood 
and Faust its language both 
celebrating and sending up 
our century’s musical Babel. 
Although each movement may 
be performed separately, a 
diabolic solo violin is a ubiqui¬ 
tous and regenerating spirit, 
ihe prime mover in the moto 
perpetuo of the super-villain 
Lex, and the ghost within the 
machine of the mighty con¬ 
cluding Dies irae Tango. 

This last movement, as 
Enrique Diemecke, conduct- 

•-BBCSO/.::^ 
Diemecke 

Festival "Hatf. 

ing, so deftly showed, is the 
apotheosis of another virtuoso 
Daugherty conjuring trick: his 
play with space and time. 
Throughout the symphony, 
rhythms overlap, collide, and 
reinvent themselves as sound 
appears to travel across the 
stage at the speed of light In 
Lex. referee whistles shriek 
from every comer; in Krypton, 
sirens and firebells join or¬ 
chestral glissandi in an an- 
tiphonal apocalypse. 

Daugherty's maverick 
imagination, fearless structur¬ 
al sense and meticulous ear 
made powerfully economic 
use of a vast orchestra which 
had already been assembled 
for another icon-maker, Leon¬ 
ard Bernstein. His only foil- 
length movie score. On the ■ 
Waterfront, was heard, con¬ 
densed into its symphonic 
suite, at the start of the 
evening. 

And after the tense blood- t 
beat of the New York under¬ 
world, it was time for the 
rocking chair on the veran- l 
dah. Roberta Alexander gave 
a sensitive, if sometimes 
strained, performance of Sam¬ 
uel Barber’s eternally gvocn- 1 
tive James Agee setting 
Knoxville: Summer of * 

Hilary Finch 
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I^ii^^moreiiatural than negotiation? Felipe Femandez-Armesto braves an historical minefield 

Fallout in latest war of the words Jeremy Black has an answer to 
every question and the an¬ 
swer is always the same. Ask 
him what happened in hist¬ 

ory, or how. or why and he will teU 
you it was a mixture of culture, 
cock-up and chaos. He is right, but 
the effect becomes familiar and we 
all know what that breeds. To 
appreciate his work, you have to 

WHY WARS HAPPEN 
By Jeremy Black 

Reaktion Books. £19.95 
ISBN 186189 0176 

WAR AND THE WORLD 
Military Power and the Fate 

of Continents. 1450-2000 
By Jeremy Black 
Yale University. £25 
ISBN0300072023 

relish the virtues of a great cam¬ 
paigner. not the cavalry command¬ 
er’s 6lan, nor the “strategy of the 
indirect approach" but the foots log¬ 
ging tenacity and a commitment to 
attrition by bombarding the reader 
with facts and dates. 

In complementary books he ap¬ 
plies the formula to warfare in the 
past 500 years. It works particularly 
well in his volume on the outcomes 
of wars, less so in the one about 
their causes. In Southey's poem, 
Old KaspaTs grandchildren as¬ 

sume that wars start 
with human motives, 
not vast determinants 
such as economics, evo¬ 
lution or class struggle. 
Some thinkers claim 
that war is normal or 
“natural”, whereas 
peace has to be ex¬ 
plained. Field Marshal 
Montgomery used to 
refer inquirers to Mae¬ 
terlinck's The Life of the 
Ant. 

Historians often see 
conflict as part of the 
chaos left over after 
creation: it happens at 
random or is caused — 
if at all — by equivalents 
of the flicker of a butter¬ 
fly's wings. A. J. P. Tay¬ 
lor reduced the causes 
of the Great War to 
intractable railway 
timetables and the holi¬ 
day habits of the Euro- wn 
pean elite. The search 
for the key to all wars is doomed to 
lose its way in peculiarities. 

Black, who is dismissive of 
systems and suspicious of 
generalisations, would like to ex¬ 
plain every war separately but has 
rime only for perfunctory mentions 
of most of them. He therefore tries 
to combine a chronological division 
into three long periods with a value- 
free categorisation into “wars be- 

“What they fought each other for I could not well make out": war-gamers at play 

tween cultures", “wars within cul¬ 
tures" and "civil wars”. These 
categories do not work and he does 
not stidc to them consistently. In the 
end, like Old Kaspar. he thought¬ 
fully rolls the bones extracted from 
the battlefield and exclaims in 
effect: “What they fought each other 
for I could not well make out." This 
is honest and the emphasis on the 
partemlessness of large-scale con- 

jt also shows how 
briefly this superiority 
lasted. Technology is 
easily appropriated and 
has never displaced 
such traditional battle- 
winners as leadership, 
morale and terrain, or 
the warlike culture of 
bushido. say. or jihad. 
Nor, if Black is right, is 
God always on the side 
of the big battalions. 

Black has an engag¬ 
ing. boyish enthusiasm 
for battles, a teacher's 
gift of dariry and a 
valiant hatred of jargon. 
But he never gives us 
the “rattling good” expe¬ 
rience delivered by 
modem masters of mili¬ 
tary history like John 
Keegan and Michael 
Howard. Partly this is a 

not well make out": war-gamers at play 

reader is left with a feeling of 
sagging morale. 

War and the World, is a subject 
more suited to Black's talents and 
helps to clarify truths neglected in 
traditional works. It shows how 
slowly Europeans established a 
significant technical advantage 
over opponents elsewhere; not until 
the late 18th century. Black argues. 

How lucky we are to 
have for review a 
book by an author 

who really knows her subject. 
How lucky you are to have a 
reviewer who also knows what 
he is talking about 

Dior opened his couture 
house on the Avenue Mon¬ 
taigne on February 14. 1947. 
He was 40 years old. I had 
opened my house at 14 Savile 
Row almost exactly a year 
before. 1 was 37. Dior died in 
1957. He is now telling the 
Heavenly Hosts what length 
shrouds should be; I am 
happily leading a faithful 
team in the same house I 
opened, proud to be the sole 
owner. Dior always had Mar¬ 
cel Boussac to help him. 

Madame Pochna’s descrip¬ 
tion of the Norman town — 
Granville — where in his 
youth Dior lived in very 
comfortable and cultivated cir¬ 
cumstances. is delightful. Our 
Christian was very happy to 
create fancy dress costumes 
for Carnival before Lem. In 
1911 the family moved to Paris, 
relegating the Granville house 
to the status of holiday home. 
Dior’S education took formal 
and official shape. He 
sketched very well and his 
ambitious mother saw that 
this was known and used by 
Piguet and LeJong — two 
fashionable couturiers in the 

A cut 
above 

the rest 
Hardy Amies 
finds a life of 

Dior that just 

suits him 

CHRISTIAN DIOR 
By Marie-France Pochna 

Aurum Press, £18.95 
ISBN 185410 547 7 

world of Chanel, Schiaparelli 
and Molyneux. 

I find the descriptions of the 
team Dior gathered around 
him particularly admirable. 
He met them during his time 
at Lelong and PigueL They 
saw at once how talented he 
was and rushed to join him. 

Dior was very kind to me 
and took me round his couture 
house: he introduced me to 

the rhythm of a route-march. 
Though Black ranges the world, 

his concept of war is narrow. We 
never hear what soldiering was like 
or what happened to services 
between the wars. For Black, war is 
the continuation of politics by 
slightly different means. Though 
there is a chapter on “War and the 
State" there is little about psycholo¬ 

gy, sensibilities, an. literature or 
science — apart from technology. 
Future campaigns will be fought 
against terrorist hackers in vulner¬ 
able cyberspace, yet terrorism is 
compressed into two lines and 
espionage ignored. Black neglects 
the winds and currents which have 
determined naval outcomes for 
most of history: the historiography 
of this subject is .cursed by too much 
hot air and not enough wind. 

Vet the book has great qualities. 
On the rare occasions when Black 
varies the pace, you can appreciate 
a lively mind at work — when he 
compares the American and Jaco¬ 
bite rebellions, for instance, or 
makes out a cogent case for war- 
gamers. His erudition is genuine. 
He offers delightfully risky judg¬ 
ments; the British Empire was the 
result of equilibrium on the Conti¬ 
nent; television has made war a 
“spectator sport"; no barriers will 
stop the next “barbarian" invasions 
of “civilisation". He is the only 
historian of war to give Native 
Americans, Uzbeks and 
Dzungarians their due. On the 18th 
century, his is the best account there 
is. I approve of his fondness for the 
one superpower the story has left us 
with. When you think of the states 
that have contended for that status 
in recent times, you thank God for 
the United States — the worst 
superpower we could have, except 
for all the others. 

Sketch for "Miss Dior” perfume by Rent Gruau in 1949 

■ TIMES bookshop 
has all the books you want 

NEW'Die Times Crosswords 
Book 30 — £2.99 (Cryptic) 

[ NEW The Tunes Two Crosswords 
Book 7 — £2.99 (Concise) 

the Times Jumbo Crosswords 
Book 3 — rrp £4.99 now £4 

The Bookshop also carries 
a range of crossword titles on 
disc and CD-ROM as well as 
bodes to help solve crossword 
puzzles—please call for details. 

• FREE UK p&p • Delivery In 740 days 

CROSSWORDS 

NEW 
EDITION ion r ^^ 

1 
TWENTY! 

TO ORDER CALL; 0990 134 459 

Suzanne Luting and the very 
chic Mine Bricard. The latter 
dealt with hats: Luling was a 
very elegant directrice who 
circulated comfortably within 
the rich and cultivated circles. 
All French couture houses 
know the rules laid down by tthe Chambne Syndicate de la 
Haute Couture. The use of the 
description “couture" is very 
jealously guarded. This 
should be noted by the manu- 

— factnrers and “off-the-peg" 
shops who use the word to 

_ mean “expensive". 
The complete picture of the 

_ structure of a couture house is 
admirably presented. As my 
house is the only true couture 

"" bouse left in London, it is 
__ pleasant to see a true couturier 

described. The average fash¬ 
ion editors of today only think 
of a "designer"; a student from 
the an college with no experi¬ 
ence of waiting on customers. 

= In the days when debu- 
tames “came out” at the Queen 

u Charlotte’s Ball, mothers 
brought their daughters to a 

ie couture dress show and ex- 
d plained the role of the 
’■ vendeuse and her relationship 
e to dressmakers and tailors. 
y The vendeuse would make 
e suggestions to the customer 

and then politely pass on 
e instructions to the dressmaker 
- and tailor. 
> Chapter 10 - The Ameri¬ 

can U)ve Affair" — vividly 
describes Dior’s first visit to 
the United States and his 
working there. The postwar 
months for his and my open¬ 
ings show the stan of the 
importance of dress shows. 
Before the war dress shows 
were very private affairs, for 
the customers only—not even 
the press. But stores overseas 
were, in the postwar years, 
hungry for the new design 
ideas then appearing. The 
clever French knew how to 
extract the prices of dresses 
before entry to the collection 
was allowed. A dress was not 
supplied but a toile, “a pattern 
cut in canvas", was revealed. 

This was the time when r 
dates of the opening of the e 
season were fixed: January / 
gave the representatives of the h 
overseas stores time to get the E 
dresses copied for their own ti 
shops. The date suited ladies d 
of quality to make their pur- rr 
chases for the forthcoming ti 
season. July became tire date tr 
tor the opening of the w 
Autumn/Wimer season. rr 
. The author is boldly honest dt 
m dating her work 1994 — so dr 
we get the mention of the se 
beginning of Yves Saint Lau- se 
rent but silence regarding the 
sale of the house of Dior and th, 
the arrival of the new “design- ha 
ers " The book should be read wi 
carefully by every fashion wl 
editor of today and by every gn 
dress shopkeeper. It should be iyi 
made available to every design ob 
student The description of ea« 
Dior* funeral will rum the cor 
heart of the general reader. me 

Gold has gripped man¬ 
kind for millennia 
and the arcanum — 

the secret of turning base 
metal into gold — has been a 
long-term dream. The key was 
the philosophers’ stone, which 
would not only effect the 
transmutation but also confer 
everlasting life. On the whole, 
the former was more desirable 
than the latter a short life, but 
a wealthy one. The alchemists 
failed, but in about the 7th 
century AD in China an 
apparently-not-very-exriting 
version of philosophers* stone 
was discovered — AUC)3.- 
2SiOi2HaO — which could 
transform clay into money. 
The day, kaolin, mixed with 
diina rock, petuntse, after 
firing was converted into a 
new material: porcelain. In 
Europe, a thousand years 
later, with the hum still on for 
the arcanum for gold, there 
was — with the growth of 
China-mania — added 
another, that for porcelain. 

Augustus die Strong. Elec- 

David Battle 
THE ARCANUM 

The Extraordinary 
True StOTy of the 

Invention of European 
Porcelain 

By Janet Gleeson 
Bantam. £12.99 

ISBN0593043480 

Riches to kiln for 
' :iiij 

tor of Saxony and King of 
Poland, needed gold. He need¬ 
ed the gold for his army, to 
support a lifestyle that even 
Louis XV envied, for his innu¬ 
merable mistresses and for his 
fanatical obsession with porce¬ 
lain. Enter our hero: Johann 
Friedrich Bottger. Bottger had 
been trying to turn base metal 
into gold (failed), but his 
reputation was such that Au¬ 
gustus banged him up in the 
AJbrechtsburg castle and told 
him to stay there until he did. 
Bottger escaped, was recap¬ 
tured and was lucky to escape 
death. By sleight of hand he 
managed to convince the King 
that he could, indeed, effect the 
transmutation. Inevitably, he 
was unsuccessful and in com¬ 
mon with those who failed to 
deliver at the time, again faced 
death. Augustus relented and 
set him another task: find the 
secret of porcelain. 

The Arcanum is the story of 
that search. Curiously, there is 
hardly a character in this book 
with any redeeming features 
whatsoever. They are money- 
grabbing, boastftil. cheating, 
lying, tight in both senses, 
obsessed, debauched and dis¬ 
ease-ridden. Yet out of all this 
corruption comes some of the 
most beguiling porcelain of 

From 
Adler 

to Zola 
AS Tom Stoppard shows in 
The Invention of Love (now- 
coming to the end of its run at 
the National Theatre). A. E. 
Housman was not only a poet 
but a passionate and formida¬ 
ble textual scholar. He once 
remarked in a letter that he 
had “chosen a dry subject" for 
a talk because he felt Oxford 
scholarship was “taking on an 
excessively literary tinge". He 
lectured on “Greek Nouns in 
Latin Poetry”. 

His letters (expertly edited 
by Henry Maas in 1971) are 
full of such parched observa¬ 
tions: "The use and abuse of 
the ball-moulding in the Deco¬ 
rated period in' the district 
between Gloucester and Here¬ 
ford is remarkable”, or, of his 
chauffeur, “You will be 
amused to hear that the care¬ 
ful Louis knocked down a 
small girl". 

But the letters are also full of 
plaints to his publisher about 
errors in successive printings 
of his poems, and in his clas¬ 
sical papers he condemned 
incompetent editors with ail 
the mocking gusto of the 
cruellest of hanging judges. 
Which is why editing Hous- 
man’s poetry is one of the 
tetchiest of challenges in Eng¬ 
lish literary scholarship. In his 
new Oxford edition of The 
Poems of A. E. Housman 
(£S0), Archie Burnett looks to 
have triumphed. Here are 600 
pages of minutely detailed 
scholarship, with the editor 
even inventing new symbols to 
explain more exactly the state 
of the manuscripts. 

As Stoppard has Housman 
say. “A scholar's business is to 
add to what is known. That is 
all. But it is capable of giving 
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The Space Shuttle’s base is protected from the heatofre-entry with ceramic tiles 

the 18th century. And so, top. 
comes a wonderful and grip¬ 
ping story. Ft bears compari¬ 
son ro Dava Sobei's 
Longitude, not only in the 
physical appearance of the 
book and its length: in both, 
most of the action is set in the 
first half of the 18th century, 
the protagonists in each fight 
for money and recognition 
and die embittered. 

The Arcanum will entertain 
and fill in gaps for those of a 
ceramic bent but is wide and 
entertaining enough in its 
scope for the general reader. 

The research is thorough and 
accurate and has been blended 
mto the story so that it in no 
way intrudes. It has a list of 
sources and a good index, ff it 
lacks anything, it is just one 
illustration of a piece of 
Banger'S work. 

Bdttgeris meticulous re¬ 
search was not only into the 
right mix of ingredients for the 
“body" of his porcelain bur. 
equally importantly, into the 
kiln enntroi and temperature. 
This had to be 1.450C — far 
higher than any European 
ceramics had required before. 

Today's astronauts, as they 
leave their ship for a spare 
walk, can see the Shuttle 
encased in the distant desren- 
dants of Bottger's experiments 
into high temperature materi¬ 
als: the outside is ceramic-riled 
to withstand the heat of re¬ 
entry. And the view through 
tiieir visors is screened by a 
aim of gold. Bottger would 
have approved. 

Darid Baltic is a Director of 
Sotheby's and founder 
contributor to the Antiques 
Roadshow. 
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the very greatest satisfaction, 
because knowledge is good... 
You can’t have too much of it 
and there is no little too little 
to be worth having. There is 
truth and falsehood in a 
comma." 

As well as the major poetry. 
Burnett gives us 15 pages of 
poetic fragments and nearly 
100 pages of Housman's pre- 

1 oodous juvenile poetry and 
light verse (much of it newly 
unearthed). Then come 250 
pages of commentary, eluci¬ 
dating precisely what Hous¬ 
man probably had in mind 
when writing his unsimple 
laments. In particular Burnett 
shows that he had in his 
famous memory a mass of 
phrases and cadences from 
the Bible and from other poets 
True evaluation of this edition 
will take as many years as its 
compilation, but 1 believe even 
Housman would have saluted 
its erudition. 

HARROGATE has a literate 
new bookshop: Richard Axe's 
at 12 Cheltenham Cresenf. 
Customers were jostling to 
pay after the opening on Sat¬ 
urday, and the initial stock 
had interesting items from the 
hbranes of the detective writer 
J-1- M. Stewart (Michael In- 
nes) and the etcher Robin 
lanner. 

FEW collections can be as 
pointless as that of cSrS 

beJ!ng aL,ct|oned at 
Sotheby s on March 31. Every¬ 
one from Adler to Zola is here 
represented by a letter, a cml 
pr a signed photograph One 

SE*} rnt 'ro™SS Aldnn or the Apollo u fand- 

gg:fcone from Sir Joseph 
Banks, one letter each from 

Stebrireh II and m-This is 
Ar v?nrS hlT"e at its lowest. 
At worst, splitting up archives 

historian/ o”ne,SnSPr^ 

ft 
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^nd likea sister. This is 
probably because a sibling 
can often seem less like a 
mend than an enemy. Sister¬ 
hood can be as discordant as it 
is harmonious, as vexatious as 
it is consoling. But it is in this 
bittersweet blending that the 
fascination lies. 

Carol Birch dearly under¬ 
stands the complexities, but 
they do not trip her up; there is 
a daring simplicity to her tale. 
Cathy, aged 37. is nursing 
thoughts of suicide. Not 
because she is particularlv 
unhapRy, but because she 
thinks that there’s something 
on the other side better than 
what she has now. She lives 
alone in a, small northern 
town, surviving on desultory 

Proving the theory of relativity 
lei Campbell- long long time ago. as if l once all fairfv ™«ii., . Rachel Campbell- 
Johnston 
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birago. EIS39 
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z-A LOVE STORY 
By VI gd is GrunsdOttir 

Mare s Nest. £9.95 
ISBN. 1899197400 

jobs, staving off uncomfort¬ 
able memories of the past. "I 
can’t feel things like I used to," 
she says. “I can only really 
remember feeling things a 

long long time ago. as if I once 
had a sense and lost it.” 

And then, just when she has 
derided that Sylvia Plath got it 
right, that gas is the thing 10 
go for, her doorbell rings and 
Stephen, a figure from the 
past, is standing there. He has 
come to tell her that Veronica 
Karen, the younger sister 
whom Cathy hasn’t seen for 
more than seven years, is sick 
with Aids and has disap¬ 
peared. “Typical Veronica 
Karen." Cathy thinks. “When¬ 
ever it’s anything to do with 
Veronica Karen it’s trouble, 
you can stake your life on it 
crap flats, mysterious address¬ 
es. running round the country. 

all fairly typical really. And 
now she's pulled the biggest 
stunt of all, she's actually 
going to die." 

Wry exasperation is what 
first sets the tone of the novel, 
but what the story unveils arc 
the fragile feelings of envy and 
abandonment, anguish and 
concern which it cloaks. As 
Cathy sets off in a dapped-out 
rar to search for her sister, she 
finds that she has embarked 
on a journey which will draw 
her into her past, through a 
world of lost acquaintances, 
and towards her childhood 
home. Renewed feeling and 
understanding lie at the end. 

Kor the reader it is an 

effortless journey. Carol Birch 
unfolds her tale in confident 

„™E!d pr0^' Her candid 
northern voice cum sadness 
tree of sentimeniality and 
finds intensity in the inconse¬ 
quential and drama in the 
everyday. She has a fine ear 
lor conversation. This is a 
beautiful, restrained £*£ * 
study of sisterhood of a quiet 
intensity which picks up re- 
flemons from Forster's How- 
Qftis Ena. 

Z-A Love Story, cuts a 
contrast although the outlines 
of ns plot arc broadly the 
“n*- The Icelandic 4i*r 
Vigdis Gnmsdbnir. also ex¬ 
plores the relationship bu- 
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A writer 
cast away 
from his 

better self 
Peter Ackroyd wonders whether Lawrence 

Durrell’s lifelong restlessness betrayed 
an uncertainty of his talent He was never sure 

that he succeed¬ 
ed, either in art 
or in life. That 

insecurity began at the earli¬ 
est possible opportunity 
when at the moment of his 
birth he felr. in the words of 
this biographer, “a monu- = = 
mental loneliness, a cosmic 
indifference". His sense of exclusion was 
confirmed by his status as an Anglo-Indian, 
caught between two worlds: his father and 
most of his family had been raised and 
educated on the sub-continent but the young 
Lawrence Durrell. bom in 1912, was dis¬ 
patched to England in order to complete his 
education. It was grey, cold and sooty. He 
called it “Pudding Island". 

Once more he felt isolated and alone and, as 
Ian MacNiven suggests, that early feeling of 
estrangement prompted him always to write 
of “exotic places". The adolescent casta way set 
sail once more for “maternal India" in his 
imagination, but along the way he landed on 
other shores and identified with other 
cultures. Yet England afforded him several 
benefits and insights. It taught him the power 

LAWRENCE 
DURRELL 

A Biography 
By Ian S. MacNiven 

Faber. £35 
ISBSOS71J72482 

Floating: Lawrence Durrell by the Channel as a boy 

of history as a permanent presence in the 
daily world and in particular he was 
introduced to Jacobean and Elizabethan 
literature. This anguished and vulnerable 
schoolboy also learnt to dissimulate his 
feelings “with bravura and pugnacity”, as 
well as “pretence, silence, lies". 

Here are the makings of a vivid if unreliable 
imagination. In the early 1930s, he became 
involved with the margins of what then 
passed for “literary London"; he rejected 
Christianity, professed to despise the Empire, 
and frequented the public houses of Fitzrovia. 
This was the period when Nina Hamnett used 
to be delicately sick in her handbag and the 
less fanciful artists and writers would slip 
gently from their bar stools. It was an 
environment eminently suited to Durreu, who 
seems throughout his life to have been 
surrounded by an engaging mist of alcohol. 

Yet, as he once wrote, “1 am, and remain, an 
expatriate." Fitzrovia was not enough and in 
his early twenties he travelled with his new 
wife to Corfu. Like many writers of that era he 
began, according to his biographer, "collect¬ 
ing old legends and constructing new*mytns 
about the island. In this he resembled near 
contemporaries like Robert Graves and D H. 
Lawrence, who were also restless exiles with a 
tendency towards mythopoeia ana with a 

propensity for making gran¬ 
diose or combative state¬ 
ments about art. life and 
everything. They are the 
natural counterparts of the 
Americans, such as Eliot and 
Pound, who came from 

_ Europe in order to construct 
different myths of identity. It 
was a period of uncertainty 

in every respect. 
The Second World War interrupted the 

course of Durrell’s writing and. when Greece 
fell into the hands of the enemy, he and his 
family fled to Egypt. Eventually they came to 
Alexandria, from which the famous quartet 
would one day be drawn. As Durrell himself 
said of the city: “It’s a place for dramatic 
partings, irrevocable decisions, last thoughts; 
everyone feels pushed to the extreme, to the 
end of his bent" 

This might also be a description of his 
prose, although this biographer does not 
dwell very long on the work of his subject 

The principal advantage of the book, 
however, is fiat MacNiven himself possesses 
a good sense of place, so that Durrell* various 
ports of call are colourfully and sensitively 

depicted- In a much more 
oblique manner he also re¬ 
veals Durrell* character. He 
was a friendly, energetic 
man; yet he seems always to 
have been in disguise, not 
quite knowing who or what 
he really was. fn his corres¬ 
pondence he could be boister¬ 
ous and rather bullying, the 
"bravura" swiftly turning to 
braggadocio in appropriate 
circumstances. He also suf¬ 
fered from the self-conscious 
attitudinising of someone 
who believed himself to be a 
“great writer". 

The case, however, is not 
proven. His most famous 
series of novels, published as 
The Alexandria Quartet, are 
conceived in a rich if some- 
whar cluttered prose: Durrell 
suffers from an over-exagger¬ 
ated lyricism established 
upon certain mythic or psy¬ 
chological principles, so that 
there is throughout his work 
a certain passionless intensi¬ 
ty. The fiction was. however, 
"right" for its period and he 
achieved considerable suc¬ 
cess in the years after the 
Second World War. 

Yet he was still moving on 
— Cordova. Belgrade. 
Bournemouth and Cyprus 
were part of his itinerary — 
yet this restlessness could 
also have been the sign of a 
nervous writer who is unwill¬ 
ing to settle anywhere 
because he is afraid to con¬ 
front or sustain his talent It 
becomes, in the end, an over- 
familiar story — Durrell 

always complaining, generally short of 
money, and typically expounding upon 
projects and ideas rather than doing anything 
about them. The fact that in Cyprus he was 
also acting as an agent for the British 
Government, in its colonial policies, only 
compounds the somewhat bitter taste of his 
life. There are also hints and rumours of 
incest with his daughter, Sappho, but they 
have been neither proved nor disproved. It is 
not, however, a necessarily edifying story. He 
died in 1990. 

He himself professed to believe that “1 live 
much more in toe work than I do in real life, 
which makes me rather a failure in real life... 
I regard myself as diseased." This divorce 
between art and life, once propounded by 
Wilde and supported by Yeats is only part of 
Durrell* romanticising. At its most basic level 
he was able to proclaim himself a “great 
writer" in order to behave as he pleased. 

But there is no division; the art is part of the 
life, and life part of the art. He .was a poor 
artist, in other words, because he led so 
disorganised and self-indulgent an existence. 
All the posturing cannot deflect the judgment 
toat in Durrell* works as well as in his 
character, there was an emptiness which 
nothing in toe world could fill. The newborn 
baby had been right all along. 

To shake or not to shake? Martini-sink James Bond, played by Sean Connery in Never Say Never Again (1983), models his favourite beverage 

Meeting you with a view to a chill 
AS THE head mixologist at London* 
Met Bar. I eagerly await the release of 
any new cocktail or drinks book. With 
books on wine and food swamping the 
market, serious attempts at an infor¬ 
mative drinks manual and not just a 
coffee table adornment have been few 
and far between. 

This book is written with the 
devotion of people who love hard 
alcohol — I’ve always had huge 
admiration for such types, based upon 
my own love affair with liquor, 
especially vodka. Regan and Regan 
have toe basic qualifications to write 
about toe Martini. Gary Regan is an 
ex-bartender (maybe there* hope for 
me yeti) and Mar dee is a food writer. 
Both love their alcohol — as becomes 
more and more apparent as the book 
progresses. The Regans are a couple 
whose cocktail party invitations must 
be hot property. You might find it hard 
to imagine how a whole book can be 

dedicated to one cock¬ 
tail and although the 
drink is explored in 
minute detail, the 
Regans write with wit 
and passion. 

A whole chapter of 
toe book is written on 
the varying methods 
of making a Martini 
and the “shaken or 
stirred" argument is reviewed. This is 
a debate any bartender will bore you 

, with for hour* should y6u be foolhardy 
' enough to ask the difference — person¬ 

ally. I always refuse to shake a Martini 
despite JB’s somewhat naive prefer¬ 
ence. When a Martini is shaken, toe ice 
in the shaker fragments and melts, 
resulting in the drink being diluted 
more than is “permissible". The only 
reason to shake a Martini is to make 
sure that the drink is as cold as is 
humanly possible. At toe Met. we get 

Ben Reed 
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Mardee Haiden Regan 
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over this problem by 
keeping both the 
Martini glass and the 
vodka or gin in the 
freezer, resulting in a 
drink that is freezing 
cold and undiluted. 

A centra] chapter is 
dedicated to finding 

===== toe origins of the 
Martini — not an easy 

job. as cocktails, for some reason, carry 
no patent or copyright Dating as far 
back as 1849, this cocktail has as many 
variations in the story of its origins as it 
does methods of preparation. Some say 
it was first made for J. D. Rockefeller 
in 1910, others say it was created in the 
town of Martinez. California. Person¬ 
ally I’m really not overly bothered — 
I’m just glad someone created it The 
Regans sensibly credit Charles Dar¬ 
win for the Martini we drink today. 
The potem cocktail has evolved over a 

century or so from a cocktail which 
would surely have been undrinkable to 
our modern-day palates, to one with all 
the delicacy of a bartenders 
vocabulary. 

The latter half of toe book gives you a 
rundown on the best and toe worst of 
toe vodka and gin market—this serves 
as a reminder that a Martini can taste 
completely different depending on the 
brand. Try blind tasting four or five 
different vodkas and note the varia¬ 
tions —a great excuse for an impromp¬ 
tu vodka party. The Martini 
Companion is a guide for everyone 
who enjoys a drink. It contains enough 
anecdotes to keep the cheesiest bar¬ 
tender happy and for the notice, 
enough information to elevate him/her 
to toe status of cocktail bore at toe next 
cocktail party without cocktails. 

Ben Reed writes the Barfly column in The 
Tunes Magazine. 

Andrew Motion sifts through the mailbox of a great American poet 
Think of the big. jampacked 

Technicolor magic bus of Ameri¬ 
can poetry. From this country, it 

looked in the 1960s as though Robert 
Lowell was driving. Allen Ginsberg 
and various friends were running up 
and down toe aisle. Somewhere near 
the middle, in her broad-brimmed 
black hat surrounded by a respectful 
hush, sat Marianne Moore. Near the 
back, overlooked but watchful, was 
Elizabeth Bishop. 

Now it turns out that Bishop was 
driving toe bus, and that throughout 
her journey. Moore had been helping 
her to read toe map. Although Moore 
was 24 years older than Bishop, and 
although they did not spend long 
periods of time together, they relied 
heavily on each other* sympathy and 
example. The intimacy which charged 
their connection depended crucially on 
their poems. But what came in toe post 
was indispensable as welL 

This enthralling Selected Letters 
proves that T. S. Eliot was right to 
suppose toat Moore* correspondence 
was “one of the books which obviously 
must in toe fullness of time be 
published". What he could not have 
foreseen, though, was toe size of the 
editorial task involved — here per¬ 
formed immaculately. Moore fash¬ 
ioned her intricate poems very slowly, 
but seems to have written letters as 
easily as breathing. Thirty thousand 
survive, some brief notes, many run¬ 
ning over several pages. AT one stage 
she was writing 50 a day. In varying 
degrees, they all demonstrate the 
quality Bishop prized. They have what 
Moore herself, speaking of Bishop, 
called a “formidable demureness". 
They are softly-spoken but tough- 
minded, gracious but undeceived, play¬ 
ful but filled' with a sober sense of 
value. 

They are also generous-spirited but 
modest — shy, almost, to the point of 
seeming to reveal little that is intimate. 
As toe letters come on stream m the 
1900s (Moore was bom in 1887). during 
her time as a student at Bryn Mawr 
College, their characteristic manner 
forms as she gathers her mother and 

Mouse with 
sharp teeth 

THE SELECTED LETTERS 
OF MARIANNE MOORE 

Edited by Bonnie Costello, 
Celeste Good ridge and 

Cristaxme Miller 
Faber. £30 

ISBN 0571193544 

brother into her mind* eye. These two 
were audience-confidantes with whom 
she felt open but still not inclined to 
discuss her private-and-personal life. 
When adult friends enter toe picture — 
as she moves through various tempo¬ 
rary jobs and settles m New York with 
her mother — toe same thing happens. 

And again when she becomes a more 
public figure, editing toe great modern¬ 
ist journal The Dial in the 1920s. She is 
lender with her nearest and dearest 
(toe nickname culture in her family is 
astonishing: “Mousie". “Fangs". 
“Weaz"). warm with allies (thanking 
Bryher for her “matchless friendship"), 
but never prepared to give more than a 
passing reference to her “seven 
suitors". 

In a less interesting case than Moore, 
this might suggest a self which is timid 
or impenetrable at the centre. In fact 
these letters show that Moore* devo¬ 
tion to literature was so compelling and 
complete toat anything as demanding 
as a fulh'-fledged love affair, or a 

ROGER MAVEH 

Moore fashioned poems slowly, wrote letters fast and prolifically 

riotous travel-life, or any other way of 
spending time toat is not self-effacing 
and inward-contemplative, would be a 
betrayal. In other words, Moore did 
have a private existence — a very rich 
and developed one. which is constantly 
on show here. Her life was a Jong (she 
didn’t die until 1972) passionate affair 
with literature. 

inevitably, this means some of her 
best letters engage with other writers — 
in quick judgments (“Ulysses has not 
held my interest long enough to enable 
me to read a single section of it to the 
end"), and in more extended portraits 
such as her brilliant description of 
Yeats in 1932: “He is hearty, smiling, 
benevolent and elegant with a springi¬ 
ness and vigor toat no invalid could 
very well counterfeit." 

It also means toat she writes with 
quiet brilliance about her own work. 
Sometimes she concentrates on meth¬ 
ods, as when she tells her lifelong 
friend Ezra Pbund: "toe form of toe 
original stanza of anything I have 
written has been a matter of expedien¬ 
cy". At others she discusses her aims 
and ambitions — the need for “rever¬ 
ence towards mystery", and toe way 
description becomes revelation ("sim¬ 
ple, sensitive depiction of toe small 
things of life"). On page after page she 
turns theory Into practice by examin¬ 
ing people and creatures — especially 
creatures — minutely: a mongoose, an 
anteater. “a white snake with pink eyes 
... the only albino in America". 

It is this microscopic delicacy which 
authenticates her poems, and which 
Bishop particularly admired. (Bishop* 
poem Sandpiper is an unspoken 
homage to Moore in this respect,! It 
should have meant that as Bishop 
moved towards toe front of the bus 
during the last 30 years, Moore 
followed. Puzzling)}', this hasn’t hap¬ 
pened. In this country Moore* reput¬ 
ation is faded. “Scandalous" would be 
too low and rude a word to use near 
her, but for all that, her comparative 
neglect is a sort of disgrace. Here’s 
hoping this delightful, fascinating and 
important book will win her back the 
audience she deserves. 

THIS IS a book of multiple 
masterpieces: to a certain de¬ 
gree. it also shows how emas¬ 
culated English literature 
becomes once you carve away 
the muscle and meat of Scot¬ 
land, Wales and Ireland. A 
British anthology of short 
stories could have included 
Joyce and Beckett, Muriel 
Spark and Bernard Mac- 
Laverty: many English anthol¬ 
ogies include some of these 
authors anyway, assignmg 
them a kind of honorary 
Englishness. 

But A S. Byatt is a rigorous 
editor. In her introduction, she 
sets out her three require¬ 
ments for this collection: that 
the authors must be English 
as bacon butties (“or there was 
no point!, toat toe inclusions 

Fear and loathing in old Blighty 
Tobias Hill 

THE OXFORD BOOK 

OF ENGLISH 
SHORT STORIES 

Edited by A. S. Byatt 

GUP, £19.99 
ISBN 0192142380 

Should be toe best of their 
kind, and that toe short stones 
must be just toat - not folk 
ales, not satires or Chaucer¬ 
ian ballads. Byatt ^ 
SST H.E- Bates that the 

English short story was creat¬ 
ed for toe mass-market maga¬ 
zines of toe 19th and 20th 
centuries — a market now 
dying away. Pity toe poor 
English short story! Old at 
200. knee high to a comma 
beside drama and poetry, and 
coralled here in splendid 
isolation. 

The temptation with a col¬ 
lection like this is to look for 
who has been left out as much 
as who has been kept in. If 
Saki (who was bom in Burma) 
is included, why not Wilde? If 
Kipling (who was bom and 
partially raised in India) is in. 

why not lshiguro or Rushdie? 
Isn't Roald Dahl toe natural 
successor to Saki* twisted 
tales? Where is E. M. Forster, 
and is Somerset Maugham 
really (as Byatt says) “a little 
too mechanical"? 

Still, this is to look at toe 
glass as half-empty, and to 
ignore the brilliance of toe 
works Byatt has brought to¬ 
gether. There are the comic 
English stories of Aldous Hux¬ 
ley, Saki and P.G. Wode- 
house, whose The Reverent 
Wooing of Archibald shows 
the Performing Flea at his best 
— "It was often said of 

Archibald that, had his brain 
been constructed of silk, he 
would have been hard put to it 
to find sufficient materia! to 
make a canary a pair of cam!- 
knickers". There are the fanta¬ 
sies (“A surprisingly strong 
fine". Byatt notes) of M. R. 
James* ghosts, T. H. While* 
trolls, fan McEwans* Solid 
Geometry and Angela Carter* 
Samarkand, "where wild tu¬ 
lips have put out flowers like 
blown hubbies of blood". 
There is the social realism of 
Handy. Arthur Morrison and 
Mary Mann* shocking and 
beautifully written. Little 

Brother. And even in a collec¬ 
tion like this, some stories 
stand out. V. S. Pritchett* late 
work On the Edge of a Cliff. 
H.E. Bates* study of sup¬ 
pressed emotion in The Wa¬ 
terfall. and toe sour, musty 
genius of Graham Greene in 
The Destroyers are all great. 

If these 37 works provide 
any identikit of national char¬ 
acter — and besides pleasure, 
what else would be the pur¬ 
pose of assembling them? — 
then Englishness is a quirky 
business. It is harsh and 
violent as Mary Mann’s still¬ 
born, inventive as Angela 

Carter* blood and kisses, 
ridiculous as Archibald* 
“socks with lavender clocks", 
intensely physical as Virginia 
Woolf* obsKSive collector of 
stones. Most of all. these 
English stories are fearful. 
There is fear of nature (two 
separate protagonists are en¬ 
tombed by snow), fear of 
electricity and the anaesthet¬ 
ist* slab, fear of being left on 
the shelf despite a talent for 
imitating a chicken. If there is 
a common thread to the sto¬ 
ries, this fear may be it. 
Whatever the Englishness of 
these stories, though, their 
quality is clear. This book is 
die creme de la creme: it 
would just be that inch more 
creamy with Miss Jean Brodie 
included. 

IN METRO 

Erica Wagner 
meets Charles 
Frazier, plus 
Nick Hornby 
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Casual workers had employment contract 
Carmichael and Another v 
National Power pic 
Before Lord Justice Kennedy. Lord 
Justice Ward and Lord Justice 
Chadwick 
pudgment March 27| 
Casual workers who agreed with a 
company to acr as guides at a 
power station on an as required 
basis that involved the company 
giving a reasonable share of work 
offered and the guides performing 
a reasonable amount of work so 
offered entered a binding arrange¬ 
ment which amounted to a con¬ 
tract of employment. 

The Court of Appeal so staled by 
a majority. Lord Justice Kennedy 
dissenting, in a reserved judgment 
allowing an appeal by Mrs 
Heather Carmichael and Mrs 
Janet Leese against the dismissal 
by the Employment Appeal Tri¬ 
bunal on May 24. 1996 of their 
appeal from a Newcastle upon 
Tyne industrial tribunal which 
found that they were not employ¬ 
ees of National Power pic and that 
the tribunal had no jurisdiction to 
make a determination under sec¬ 
tion II of the Employment Protec¬ 
tion (Consolidation) Act 197S as to 
what ought to have been included 
in written particulars of terms of 
their employment. 

The causal workers, both 
women, took parties on tours of 
power stations owned by the 
company. They were paid for the 
number of hours worked. They 
paid tax and national insurance 
and were provided with a uniform. 

The case was remined to the 
tribunal to determine what 
particulars ought to have been 
included in a statement of employ¬ 
ment so as to comply with section 1 
of the 1978 Ad. 

Mr Brian Langstaff. QC and 
Miss Tess Gill for the appellants; 
Mr Eldred Tabachnik. QC and Mr 
Sean Wilken for the company. 

LORD JUSTICE KENNEDY, 
dissenting, said that he agreed 
with the submission of Mr 
Tabachnik that in die light of the 
evidence tendered by both parties 
it was plainly open to the tribunal 
to find that in reality and. however 
much it might be contended that 
the documents on their own sug¬ 

gested otherwise, no bargain was 
struck in 1939 and certainly there 
was not brought into existence that 
mutuality of obligations which had 
to exist if a contract of service was 
to be formed. 

The company was never bound 
to offer any guiding work and the 
appellants' were never obliged to 
undertake any work which they 
were offered. 

LORD JUSTICE WARD said 
that Lite issue Tor the industrial 
tribunal was whether or not the 
appellants were entitled to apply 
for a determination of what 
particulars ought to have bam 
included or referred to in a 
statement of their employment so 
as to comply with the requirements 
of section I of the 1973 Act. 

The tribunal held that neither 
applicant was entitled to the 
declaration sought The issue for 
the Court of Appeal was whether 
they made an error of law in 
reacting that conclusion. 

The proper approach oo appeal 
to the court on the question of 
whether there was a contract, 
which was a question of mixed fact 
and law was found in Edwards v 
Baintow (|I956| AC 14,39). 

In defining and refining the 
issues, his Lordship relied on 
Nethermere (St Neots) Ltd v 
Gardiner ([I9S4| ICR 612. 628) 
noting that the proper approach 
for the tribunal to have adopted, 
and for the court on review, was to 
ask; (0 whether there was an 
agreement between the parties; (ID 
what the terms, express and im¬ 
plied. upon which they agreed 
were: tlii) whether they entered 
into a contractually binding 
relationship: (iv) whether the na¬ 
ture of that relationship was a 
contract of employment. 
I Was there an agreement? 

The appellants alleged that they 
had entered into the employment 
of the company by March 9.1939. 
It was fundamental to concentrate 
on what the parties said and did at 
the material time. The parties' 
intention was judged objectively. 

His Lordship ascertained that 
there was a dear offer by letter on 
March I. I9S9. On March 7 the 
appellants completed the accep¬ 
tance on the form supplied. 

The form read “Station Guide — 
Casual Employment: I am pleased 
id accept your offer of employment 
as a Station Guide on a casual as 
required basis.” Thai was dear 
and unqualified acceptance. 

As a matter of law one could 
arrive at only one conclusion that 
on those facts there was agreement 
between the parties evidenced by 
that exchange of correspondence. 
2 What were the terms? 

The first question, which was a 
question of law. was what was the 
proper construction to be placed 
upon the words “on a casual as 
required basis". 

Those words were to be given 
their ordinary natural meaning 
interpreted in the light of the 
drcumstances in which the agree¬ 
ment was reached and the pur¬ 
poses lo be achieved by it- 

- Casual work" was an ordinary 
phrase. “Casual” meant work 
which was not regular or perma¬ 
nent. which was temporary or 
occasional. The words “employ¬ 
ment on (an) as required basis" 
had significance both for the 
company and for the guides. 

For the former, the words meant 
as and when a station guide was 
needed, that is. whenever, but only 
when a tour was to take place for 
which the services of a guide would 
be required. The company would 
not be required to make work 
available except as and when such 
a need arose. No other kind of 
work was contemplated. 

From the guide's perspective, the 
words meant that whenever such a 
need arose the guide would be 
required to meet that need and 
perform the service as a guide. “As 
required" meant that if called upon 
to attend to act as a guide, then the 
appellant was to attend. 

The agreement might still be 
subject to and so qualified by any 
other terms which might be im¬ 
plied. Implication of a term was a 
matter of law. In considering what 
implications arose the tribunal 
must consider the intention of the 
parties and the surrounding 
circumstances. 

Business efficacy was to be given 
to the contract. It was known to all 
parlies that the need for a guide 
was not a constant need requiring 

a permanent employee to be avail¬ 
able but an intermittent need 
requiring casual employment. The 
need for a guide could arise at any 
time of the day or evening. 

The company was not offering 
any other work than as a guide. 
The guides were only agreeing to 
be engaged on a casual basis. 

In those circumstances it was 
inevitable that the agreement had 
to be read -in ' line with the 
judgment of Lord Justice Dillon in 
Nethermere (St Neots) Lid v 
Gardiner (at p635). 

The implications qualified the 
ordinary meaning to be given to 
the words “casual as required” so 
that the strictness of the obligation 
was mollified by the introduction 
of an element or reasonableness for 
both sides in the offering and 
accepting of individual tours. 
3 Did the parties enter a contrac¬ 
tually binding arrangement? 

The first point was whether or 
not the terms were sufficiently 
certain for a contractual relation¬ 
ship to arise. In his Lordship's 
judgment they were. “1 will give 
you a reasonable share of the 
work" and "I will perform a 
reasonable amount of the work 
you offer me" were not vague or 
uncertain. The agreement was 
binding. 

The agreement was not more¬ 
over no more than an agreement to 
agree. When each appellant acted 
as guide, she did so under the 
umbrella of the agreement and not 
in consequence of an individual ad 
hoc arrangement effected by, for 
example, a telephone call arid the 
acceptance of that individual 
assignment 

On the facts, the only conclusion 
to reach as a matter of law was that 
there was a contractually binding 
relationship between the parties. 
4 Was the relationship a contract 
of employment? 

Nethermere fSr Neots) Ltd estab¬ 
lished that there must be mutual 
legally binding obligations on each 
side to create a contract of service. 
The industrial tribunal seemed to 
have followed Lord Justice Dillon’s 
approach in their finding of ab¬ 
sence of mutuality. They observed 
correctly that it was agreed that no 
work meant no pay. 

the What seemed cntrial to 
tribunal was the very dear pos¬ 
ition of the respondents that if the 
applicants did not wish to work as 
a guide then National Power could 
not make them work. 

That was a confusion between 
what the terms of the contra a 
were, which was the question on 
which they had to focus, and if 
there was a breach of those terms 
whether there was an arfequau* 
remedy. 

The error which the tribunal 
made, which in his - Lordship's 
judgment was an error of Law. was 
to rail to find, and then to apply, 
the imp Led terms or the contract 
which were, as his Lordship found 
them, that the appellants implicitly 
agreed to take no more than a 
reasonable amount of work. They 
did not agree to be obliged to take 
every assignment offered to diem. 

Similarly, the tribunal had 
failed to rake account of the true 
contractual obligation of the com¬ 
pany which arose by implication 
and which was to do no more than 
provide a reasonable share of such 
guiding work as became available 
from time to time. 

While all parties accepted that if 
there was no work there was no 
pay, it was equally well understood 
that if there was work done, then 
that work would be remunerated. 

The crucial question was 
whether there was a contract of 
service or a contract for services. 
The tribunal's only reason for 
finding that the appellants were 
not employees was the only reason 
effectively advanced by the power 
station, namely the absence of 
mutuality. 

In that they erred in law. It 
seemed to his Lordship that if the 
main ground for finding that it 
was not a contract of employment 
fell away then on the particular 
facts presented and in the light of 
the way in which it was argued the 
only conclusions had to be that the 
disputed status of the appellants 
was dial of employees and, accord¬ 
ingly. that there was a contract of 
employment. 

Lord Justice Chadwick agreed 
Solicitors: Mr Andrew Freer. 

Wimbledon; Mr Gary Chapman. 
Swindon. 

When victim is killed 
in group attack 

- fcTf i \ 

Regina v Uddin 
Before Lord Justice Beldam. Mr 
Justice Johnson and Mr Justice 
Wright 
(Judgment March 19] 
The Court of Appeal gave guidance 
to trial judges on the application of 
R V Powell: R v English (The Times 
October 3L 1997: |[997] 3 WLR 959) 
lo cases where a victim was killed 
during a group attack. 

The victim in the instant case 
was attacked by a number ctf men. 
The medical evidence was that 
death was caused by a single stab 
wound, although other injuries to 
the head might lave contributed. 

The man who used the knife was 
convicted of murder. Hie appellant 
was also convicted of murder on 
the basis of a joint enterprise. 
Other defendants were convicted 
of manslaughter. 

The conviction of Rejan Uddin 
on July II. 1996 at Luton Crown 
Coin (Mr Justice Dyson and a 
jury) was quashed and a retrial 
was ordered. 

Mr Roy Amlot. QC and Mr 
Michael Levy, assigned by the 
Registrar of Criminal Appeals, for 
the appellant; Mr Michael Pert. 
QC and Miss Isabel Delamere for 
the Crown. 

Limiting damages for negligent audit 
Bank of Credit and Com¬ 
mence Infemaiioiial (Over¬ 
seas) Ltd (in liquidation) and 
Others v Price Waterhouse 
and Another (No 3) 
Before Mr Justice Laddie 
[Judgment March 24] 
Damages in respect of a negligent 
audit, recoverable From its audi¬ 
tors by a company, could not 
extend to reimbursing it sums 
which its directors would not have 
spent, if la) a proper audit had 
revealed the truth and (b) the 
company had immediately 
stopped trading. 

Mr Justice Laddie so held in the 
Chancery Division, on an applica¬ 
tion by the second defendants, 
Ernst & Whinney and certain of 
their partners, in striking out. 
pursuant to Order 18. rule I9(l)(a). 
certain claims made against Ernst 
& Whinney by the second plain¬ 
tiffs, BCCI Holdings (Luxem¬ 
bourg) SA fin liquidation) its 
subsidiary companies, the first 
and third plaintiffs. BCCI (Over¬ 
seas) Ltd and and BCCI SA. both 
also in liquidation, not being 
directly involved. 

Mr John L Powell. QC and Mr 
Adrian Beltrami for the plaintiffs; 
Mr Christopher Clarke. QC. Mr 
Iain Milligan. QC and Mr Chris¬ 
topher Hancock for Ernst & 
Whinney; Mr John NichoUs for 
Price Waterhouse and certain of 
their partners. 

MR JUSTICE LADDIE said 
that his own first strikeout de¬ 
cision in five consolidated actions 
(The Times February 10.1997) had 
been reversed. 

All parts of the daim which he 
had struck out had been reinstated 

and leave to amend as sought by 
the plaintiffs had been granted 
(The Tunes March 4.1998). 

As die court had then stated, the 
approach to be adopted to such an 
application had been explained by 
Lord Justice Slade in Morgan 
Crucible pic v Hill Samuel O Co 
Ltd ((1991] Ch 285.314B). The court 
had to assume that every fact 
pleaded was capable of proof at the 
trial, but should take care to 
distinguish between primary facts 
and mere inferences from them; 
the timer being subject to closer 
scrutiny. 

Here, the many hundreds of 
pages in which the claim had been 
pleaded and the consequences of 
allowing a really demurrable 
daim to proceed imposed on the 
judge an obligation to look at it 
with particular care, rather than to 
succumb to its complexity and 
allow it all to go to trial. 

If a plea were found to disclose 
no arguable daim or defence, the 
judge should say so. That ap¬ 
peared consistent with the ap¬ 
proach taken by the Court of 
Appeal in Galoo Ltd v Bright 
Grahame Murrav (11994] l WLR 
1360.1365). 

This second strikeout applica¬ 
tion concerned claims by the 
second plaintiffs against Ernst & 
Whinney. as auditors of the 
consolidated and unconsolidated 
accounts of Holdings aod the 
accounts of SA in 1985 and 1986. 
after which Ernst & Whinney had 
resigned 

Emsf & Whinney accepted that 
they had at the request or the 
Institut Monetairede Luxembourg 
produced the credit risk report and 
it was at least arguable that Ernst 

& Whinney played a pari in the 
Treasury investigation and report 

Holdings’ claims were: (T) in 
contract and tort, for negligent 
auditing of Holdings' 1985 and 
1986 accounts; (ii) in tort, for 
negligent auditing of SA's 1985 and 
1986 accounts: (iii) in contract and 
tort for negligence concerning the 
Institut Mooetaire reports. 

The types of resulting loss al¬ 
leged were: (i) loss of amounts 
invested by Holdings in its subsid¬ 
iaries 1986-91: (ii) money lost I98S- 
91. because guarantees in respect 
of Holdings' subsidiaries had been 
-called upon; (iii) lasses through 
overpayment of tax by Holdings 
1986-91. 

The importance of determining 
the scope of the duty of care had 
teen made dear in Capano In¬ 
dustries pic v Dickman (J1990] 2 
AC 605, 627,651.661) and by Lord 
Hoffman in Banque Bruxelles 
Lambert SA v Eagle Star In¬ 
surance Co Ltd J1997] AC 191. 211. 
212. 222) which illustrated the 
inter-relationship between exis¬ 
tence of duty, its scope and 
remoteness and emphasised both 
the importance of identifying the 
scope of the duty by reference to 
the kind of damage from which the 
adviser must save his client and 
the necessity of malting that identi¬ 
fication at an early stage in the 
analysis of ihe latter's claim. 

IntheGdiooca$e(atpL374) Lord 
Justice Glidewell had said that the 
answer to the question “How does 
the court decide whether the 
breach of duty was the cause of the 
loss or merely the occasion of |it|?" 
lay. in the end, in application of the 
conn's common sense and in 
Australian decisions such as 
Alexander v Cambridge Credit 

Corporation ((1987) 9 NSWLR3I0, 
333). 

That was a particularly useful 
derision because it emphasised 
that when the defendant's duty 
was to protect the plaintiff from 
particular dangers, be could be 
held responsible for losses flowing 
from dangers of that kind, not 
from all losses, whether apt so to 
flow or not. The same approach to 
causation had been adopted in 
Galoo. 

Holdings claimed for losses 
suffered by (a) making further 
investments in subsidiaries and 
affiliates ' 1986-1989: 
US$612,637,000 (b) issuing farther 
guarantees to them 1968-1991: 
US$234,897,000. 

Mr Powell, citing Livingstone v 
Rawyards Coal Co 1(1880) 5 App 
Cas 25. 29) urged that the general 
object of damages was to place the 
plaintiff, so far as money could, 
where he would have been if he 
had not suffered the breach or ton 
in question. 

That was not the correct starting 
point. His Lordship had (!) to 
determine whether there was a 
duty of care (ii) what was its scope 
(iii) whether the damages claimed 
had been, in a legal sense, caused 
by the breach of duty alleged. 

Mr Powell contended an audi¬ 
tor's duty included a "protection (of 
the company}* assets] and control 
[by stopping it from trading when 
it should] function" and if he failed 
therein, he must be treated as 
causing subsequent losses. 

That defined an auditor's duties 
too widely: see Banque Bruxelles 
Lambert (at p212) and Barings pic 
v Coopers Lybrand ffl997J 

Leggatt had said: "The primary 
responsibility for safeguarding a 
company’s assets and preventing 
errors rests with the directors ... 
An auditors task is so to conduct 
the audit that material misstate¬ 
ments in financial documents will 
be detected." 

In his Lordship'S view. Mr 
RoweD's submissions raised a fun¬ 
damental point of principle which, 
if accepted, would represent a 
radical, extension of the Liabilities 
shouldered by an auditor, turning 
him, if he foiled to cany out his 
duties properly, into an insurer 
against,all future trading losses of 
hisdiebi 

On the present state of the law. 
represented by the decisions in 
Caparo, Galoo and Alexander, 
those submissions were unsound. 

There was no arguable case that 
Ernst & Whinney* duty of care to 
Holdings extended so for as to 
cover a liability for deficits arising 
out of legitimate but loss-making 
business activities, such as invest¬ 
ing in subsidiaries and guarantee¬ 
ing loans. 

Al tentatively, the pleaded losses 
were not caused by the breaches 
alleged, but by continued trading. 
The alleged negligence of Ernst & 
Whinney. if proved at trial, was 
just one of the factors which ■ 
resulted in Holdings continuing to 
trade. 

Solicitors: Lovell White Durrani; 
Lmklaters & Paines; Herbert 
Smith. 

LORD JUSTICE BELDAM, 
giving the reserved judgment of 
the court, said that English, which 
was decided more than a year after 
the judge summed up in the 
present case, made il dear that if 
one party to a joint enterprise 
suddenly formed an intention to 
kill, making use of a deadly 
weapon and acting in a way which 
no party to the common design 
could suspect, and killed using that 
weapon, the others taking part in 
the common enterprise were not 
guilty of murder unless the actions 
of the party causing death were of 
a type which they foresaw but did 
not necessarily intend. 

But if tire weapon used by the 
primary party was different from 
but as dangerous as the weapon 
which the secondary party contem¬ 
plated he might use. the secondary 
party should not escape liability 
for murder because of the dif¬ 
ference in the weapon. 

On the question of the degree of 
foresight required to impose liabil¬ 
ity. if a secondary party contem¬ 
plated the act causing death as a 
posable incident of the joint ven¬ 
ture. he was liable unless the risk 
was so remote that the jury took 
the view that the secondary party 
genuinely dismissed il as al¬ 
together negligible. 

Such an analysis of the assess¬ 
ment of risk, while appropriate in 
the case of criminals who agreed 
together in advance to commit an 
offence such as armed robbery, did 
not readily fit the spontaneous 
behaviour of a group of irrational 
individuals who jointly attacked'a 
common victim, each intending 

severally to inflict serious harm by 
any means at their disposal and 
giving no thought to the means by 
which the others individually 
would commit similar offences on 
the same person. 

in truth each in committing his 
individual offence assisted and 
encouraged the others in commit¬ 
ting their individual offences. They 
were at the same time principals 
and secondary parties. 

Because it was often a matter of 
chance whether one or other of 
them inflicted a fatal injury, the 
law attributed responsibility for 
the acts done by one to all of them, 
unless one of the attackers com¬ 
pletely departed from the con¬ 
certed actions of the others and in 
so doing caused the victim’s death. 

The difficulty in applying the 
principles to a case such as the 
present led to the expressions in 
the speeches of Lord Musiill and 
Lord Steyn in Powell and English 
of the difficulties in the concepts of 
joint enterprise and accessory 
liability and their calls for urgent 
review of the law of homicide. 

Notwithstanding the difficulties, 
in their Lordships' view, the prin¬ 
ciples applicable to a case such as 
the present were: 
1 Where several persons joined to 
attack a victim in circumstances 
which showed that they Intended 
to inflict serious harm and, as a 
result of the attack, the victim 
sustained fatal injury, they were 
jointly liable for murder: but if 
such injury inflicted with that 
intent was shown to have been 
caused solely by the actions of one 
partidpam or a type entirely 
different from the actions which 
the others foresaw as port of the 
attack, only that participant was 
guilty of murder. 
2 In deciding whether the actions 
were of such a different type, the 
use by that party of a weapon was 
a significant factor. If the character 
of the weapon, for example, its 
propensity to cause death, was 
different from any weapon used or 
contemplated by the others and if it 
was used with a specific intent to 
IcilL the others were not respon¬ 
sible for the death unless it was 
proved that they knew or foresaw 
the likelihood of the use of such a 
weapon. 
3 If some or all of the others were 
using weapons which could be 
regarded as equally likely to inflict 
fatal injury, the mere fact that a 
different -weapon was used was 
immaterial. 
4 If the jury concluded that the 
death of the victim was caused by 
the actions of one partidpam 
which could be said to be of a 
completely different type to those 
contemplated by the others, they 
were not to be regarded as parties 

. to the death whether it amounted 
:*>. murder or manslaughter. They 
might nevertheless be guilty, of 

offences of wounding or inflicting 
grievous bodilv harm with intent 
which they committed 
individually. 
5 If in the course of the concerted 
attack a weapon was produced by 
one of the paniripants and the 
others, knowing that he had it in 
drcumstances where he might use 
it in the course of the attack. 
participated or continued to 
participate in the attack. _ thev 
would be guilty of murder if the 
weapon was used to inflict a fatal 
wound. 
6 In a case in which after a 
concerted attack it was proved that 
the victim died as a result of a 
wound with a lethal weapon, for 
example, a stab wound, but the 
evidence did not establish which of 
the participants had used the 
weapon, then if its use was 
foreseen by the participants in the 
attack they would all be guilty of 
murder notwithstanding that the 
particular participant who admin¬ 
istered the fatal blow could not be 
identified. If. however, the circum¬ 
stances did not show that the 
paniripants foresaw the use of a 
weapon of that type, none of them 
would be guilty of murder al¬ 
though they might individually 
have committed offences in the 
course of the attack. 
7 The mere fact thau by attacking 
the victim logelher. each of them 
had ihe intention to inflict serious 
harm on the victim was in¬ 
sufficient tn make them respon¬ 
sible for the death of the victim 
caused by the use of a lethal 
weapon used by one of the partici¬ 
pants with the same or shared 
intention. 

Since Powell and English il was 
necessary for the jury to have their 
attention directed particularly to 
the nature of a weapon used in a 
concerted or combined attack and 
to knowledge or foresight of the 
use of such a weapon. 

In the present case the jury's 
attention was not specifically fo¬ 
cused on the use of the knife by one 
of the group and on whether on the 
evidence they were sure that the 
others were aware that he might 
use it. 

Further, it should have been left 
for the jury to say whether the use 
of the knife in that attack was so 
different from the concerted ac¬ 
tions of hitting the deceased with 
clubs and kicking him with the 
shod foot that the actions of the one 
using the knife went beyond the 
common purpose. 

In the drcumstances of the case 
it would be unsafe to allow the 
conviction of the appellant for 
murder to stand. However, as 
there was evidence from which the 
jury, directed in accordance with 
English. could have concluded that 
the appellant was guilty of murder, 
there should te a retrial. 

- Solicitors: Crown Prosecution 
Service. Luton. 
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Alternative offences on 
death indictment 

Regina vGrealrex 
Since R f Powell: R v English [The 
Times October 31. 1997; JI997] 3 
WLR 999). it was important thau 
where death resulted from a 
concerted attack on the victim, the 
indictments contained alternative 
offences which carried penalties 
appropriate for the seriousness of 
the conduct of those involved. 

The Court of Appeal. Criminal 
Division (Lord Justice Beldam. Mr 
Justice Johnson and Mr Justice 
Kay) so stated on March 19 in a 
reserved judgment allowing an 

appeal by David Anthony 
Greatrex against his conviction of 
murder on November 27. 19% at 
Stafford Crown Court (Mr Justice 
Sedley and a jury). He had pleaded 
guilty to affray and was sentenced 
on that count to two years 
detention. 

LORD JUSTICE BELDAM said 
that the deceased was killed during 
a concerted attack on him by at 
least six youths. One caused the 
fatal injury with a bar or spanner, 
the appellant admitted kicking the 
deceased. 

The jury were not invited to 
consider whether the appellant 
foresaw as a possibility the co- 
defendant's use of the bar or an 
equally dangerous weapon, nor 
was it left for them to deride 
whether the shod fool was as much 
a weapon as a bar. 

The appellant's conviction of 
murder could not be upheld. The 
facts of the case demonstrated the 
importance of prosecutors ensur¬ 
ing that indictments contained 
alternative offences carrying 
appropriate penalties. 

BCLC 427,435) where Lord Justice 

Fee sharing deal illegal and unenforceable 
Mohamed v Alaga & Co (a 
firm) 
Before Mr Justice Lightman 
judgment March 25] 
An agreement between a solicitor 
and a lay person whereby the 
sol id tor agreed to share his fees 
with that person in consideration 
of the introduction of clients, was 
illegal and unenforceable, being in 
breach of the Solicitors' Practice 
Rules 1990 (Law Society 1991) 
which had the effect of subordinate 
legislation. Any restitutionary 
daim made by the lay person in 
respect of outstanding fees would 
be similarly barred. 

Mr Justice Lightman so held in a 
reserved judgment m the Chan¬ 
cery Division, when allowing the 
appeal or the defendant firm of 
solicitors. Alaga & Co. from a 
decision of Master Bragge on 
November 4. 1997 pursuant lo 
Order I4A of the Rules of the 
Supreme Court, that the agree¬ 
ment betw een the plaintiff. Mr All 
Mohamed. and the defendant was 
legally’enforceable. 

Mr Gerwyn Samuel for Mr 
Mohamed: Sir God fray Le 
Quesne. QC and Mr Paschal 
Welsh for Alaga & Go. 

MR JUSTICE LIGHTMAN 

said that according to the state¬ 
ment of claim, the plaintiff was a 
leading member of the Somali 
community living in the United 
Kingdom, who assisted refugee 
SomaJi nationals with their 
applications foratylum in the UK. 

That slarus and role in his 
community led to his entry into an 
oral contract with the defendant 
firm of solicitors under which, 
inter alia, he agreed to introduce 
Somali refugees to (he defendant 
who would apply for legal aid and 
represent the refugees on their 
applications for asylum. 

In return, the plaintiff would te 
paid commission equivalent to one 
half of any fees received by the 
defendant from chc Legal Aid 
Board in respect of any Somali 
nationals who became diems of 
the firm and who sought and 
obtained legal aid. 

Pursuant to that contract, the 
plaintiff claimed that he intro¬ 
duced some 243 Somali nationals 
as diems. Although he had re¬ 
ceived some payment, the plaintiff 
claimed that further sums were 
outstanding, and he commenced 
an action seeking pavmeni of those 
sums. 

It was common ground that the 
alleged agreement was contrary to 

Briefs to be brief 
Hoechst Celanese Corpora¬ 
tion v BP Chemicals Ltd 
Advocates should remember that 
cress-examinations seldom im¬ 
proved with length. 

Mr Justice Jacob so stated in the 
Chancery Division on March 26. 
after holding that European Patent 
fUK) No 0161874, for a process for 
making acetic acid by 
carbonylation of methanol, was 
valid, but had not been infringed 
by the defendants. 

HIS LORDSHIP said il was 
unacceptable 
1 For no attempt to be made by the 
parties to an action involving 
complex technology 

(a) to agree, well in advance or 
the trial date, the contents of a 
technical primer so as to put the 
court in a position to understand 
the science involved: see Chiron 
Corporation v Evans Medical 
Supplies Ltd (The Tunes January 
2a 1998) 

(b) not to follow the elementary, 
and by now well established, 
course of inserting, in witness 
statements and experts’ reports, all 
relevant documentary references. 
2 For gross underestimates of 
court time to be given. 

Advocates should remember 
fhar cross-examinations seldom 
improved with length. 

rule 7 of the Solicitors' Practice 
Rules 1990. which were made by 
the Council of the Law Society 
pursuant to section 31 of the 
Solicitors Act 1974. 

In exercising the statutory power 
conferred by section '31. the Law 
Society was acting in a public 
capacity for the protection of the 
public and the rules which it made 
had the effect of subordinate 
legislation: see Swain v Law Soci¬ 
ety QI9S3] I AC 598). 

Rules 3 and 7 placed a blanket 
ban on solicitors sharing or agree¬ 
ing to share fees subject to oily 
four very limited exceptions. His 
Lordship considered the purpose 
behind the rules. 

The plaintiff’s case was that 
there was nothing illegal or inher¬ 
ently wrong in a solicitor agreeing 
to share his fees: that rules 3 and 7 
were merely designed lo regulate 
the professional conduct and, in 
the event of breach, to give rise to 
disciplinary offences by the solic¬ 
itors concerned; that they were not 
intended to penalise third parties 
innocently dealing with solicitors 
unaware that the solicitor was 
acting in breach of the rules or to 
enable solicitors, by invoking the 
rules, to retain at the expense of the 
third parties the benefit or the 
services rendered without paying 
anything for them; and that, 
accordingly, ihe rules did not 
render the contract illegal or 
unenforceable. 

None of those considerations, 
however, could have any force ff 
the rules had statutory force and 
prohibited the entry into or perfor¬ 
mance of such contracts. 

It made no difference whether 
the illegality arose directly under 
statute or under subordinate leg¬ 
islation. Since ihe rules constituted 
subordinate legislation, the ques¬ 
tion to be determined was accord¬ 
ingly whether rule 7 prohibited the 
making by a solicitor of a contract 
for the sharing of fees. 

The answer was plainly in the 
affirmative. The rule expressly 
prohibited a solicitor both from 
entering into such contracts and 

from making any payment in 
performance of such a contract. 

If the plaintiff were to succeed in 
his claim, the court would te 
sanctioning the entry into agree¬ 
ments for payment which were 
forbidden and would be requiring 
him to do what the rule forbade 
Him from doing, namely paying 
his fees. 

It was no answer for the plaintiff 
to say that he was ignorant of the 
rules when he entered into the 
contract It was highly blame¬ 
worthy of a solicitor lo enter into 
such a contract and the more so if 
he failed to warn a party with 
whom he dealt of the provisions of 
die rules. 

Any competent solicitor fit to 
practise law should know ihe rules 
and. if he knew of the rules, 
honesty and his professional duty 
required him before entering into 
any such contract to inform any 
person who made to him proposals 
of arrangements which involved a 
breach of the rules that they indeed 
did so. 

As to the claim in restitution, 
having reviewed the relevant 
authorities, it was his Lordship’s 
view that that was barred also for 
the following reasons: 
1 No such daim was available 
where statute forbade ihe making 
of the contract and the grant of die 
remedy was a method of nullifying 
the statutory prohibition: see 
Boissevain v Weil fll9SJ| AC 327). 
2 A claim in restitution had to be 
limited, by virtue of the provisions 
of the contract, to a payment out of 
the fees received from the referred 
clients, and any such payment had 
therefore to involve a sharing of 
those fees, which was itself prohib¬ 
ited by rules 3 and 7. 
3 Even if ihe payments were not 
necessarily to be paid out of the 
fees received, none the less n would 
in substance te a payment in 
consideration of the introduction of 
clients. Such payment accordingly 
would be in breach of rule 3. 

Solicitors: Jan sons. Alaga & Co. 
Tooting. 

European Law Report Luxembourg 

UK cannot ban live veal calf exports 
Regina v Minister of Agricul¬ 
ture. Fisheries and Food, Ex 
parte Compassion tn World 
Farming Ltd 
Case C-l/% 
Before G. G Rodriguez Iglesias, 
President and Judges C. Gulmann. 
H. Ragnemaim, M. WathdeL G. 
F. Mandni. J. G Moitinho de 
Almeida. P. J. G. Kapteyn. J. L 
Murray. D. A. O. Edward, J.-P. 
Pirissochei. G. Hirech. P. Jann and 
L Sevtin 
Advocate General P. Lcger 
lOpinion July IS, VW) 
pudgment March I9| 
Restrictions on exports to other 
Community countries erf live calves 
for rearing in veal crates in those 
countries could not te justified, 
under article 36 of the EC Treaty, 
on the grounds of public morality, 
public policy or the protection of 
the health or life of animals. 

The COun of Justice of the 
European Communities so held 
when answering questions re¬ 
ferred for a preliminary ruling 
under article 177 of the EC Treaty 
by the Queen's Bench Divisional 
Court by order or December 12, 
1995. 

Article 34 of the Treaty provides: 
"]!) Quantitative restrictions on 
exports ... shall be prohibited- 
between member states." 

Ankle 36 provides: "[article 34] 
shall not preclude ... restrictions 
on ... exports ... justified cm 
grounds of public morality, public 
policy or public security; the 
protection of health and life of... 
animals..." - 

In its judgment the European 
Court of Justice held: 

The European Convention on 
the Protection of Animals kept for 
Farming Purposes, adopted in the 
framewoek of the Council of 
Europe and approved on behalf of 
the Community by a Council 
decision of June 1978. contained 
provisions on the housing and 
confinement of animals. 

The Recommendation concern¬ 
ing Cattle adopted in 1988 by the 
standing committee set up under 
the Convention, which applied to 

cattle kept for farming purposes, 
contained further provisions on 
those matters, and appendix C, 
which laid down special provisions 
for calves, staled, inter alia, that 
the dimensions of an . individual 
stall were to be appropriate to the 
size of the animal. 

Article 3 of Council Directive 
91/629/EEC of November 19. 1991 
laying down minimum standards 
for the protection or calves (OJ 1991 
L340 p2S] specified, with effect 
from January 1. 1994 minimum 
dimensions for stalls or boxes in 
which calves were housed, with 
transitional provisions in relation 
lo installations built before that 
dale. 

Before 1995. a substantial 
proportion of the calves exported 
from the United Kingdom to other 
member sates were subsequently 
reared in what was called the veal 
crate system; a veal crate was a 
box-like structure used to house a 
single veal calf. 

The Divisional Court stated that 
the rearing conditions under that 
system did not meet the require¬ 
ments of the Animals Convention 
and the 1988 Recommendation, but 
it was not disputed that they did 
meet those or Directive 911629. 

It was also apparent from the 
order for reference that the export 
of live calves to other member 
states which used the veal crate 
system, which, whhin the United 
Kingdom, had been prohibited 
since January 1990. was a topic of 
considerable public concern in the 
United Kingdom. 

The R5FCA. which sub¬ 
sequently ceased to be a party to 
the proceedings, and C1WF, ani¬ 
mal welfare bodies, asked the 
minister to prohibit or restrict the 
export or calves for rearing in veal 
crates, bui he replied that he had 
no power lo do that and dial he 
was not minded to do so even il he 
had. 

An application was therefore 
made for judicial review. 

The Divisional Court's firsi 
question was whether the directive 
was invalid in so far as it was 
inconsistent with- the Animals 
Convention and I9S8 Recom¬ 

mendation. It was dear from the 
wording of the Convention that its 
provisions were indicative only, 
and limited to setting out general 
principles to be elaborated in 
recommendations. 

The 1988 Recommendation ex¬ 
pressly provided, by anide 20, that 
it was not directly applicable in the 
contracting panics' national law 
and was to he implemented 
according tn the method that each 
party considered adequate. It did 
not contain legally binding obliga¬ 
tions for the cun trading parries 
and therefore lor ihe Community. 

Accordingly, no factor had teen 
disdosed lo affect (he validity of (he 
directive. 

The second question concerned 
the possibility of relying on artide 
36 ot the Treaty lo justify restric¬ 
tions on ihe exportation of the 
calves, which, it was not disputed, 
would be contrary to artide 34. 

It was to be noted hi the outset 
that, where there was a regulation 
of die common organisation of die 
market in a given sector, the 
member stales were under an 
o Mi gallon to refrain from taking 
.any measures which might under¬ 
mine or create exceptions to it. 

There was a common organis¬ 
ation of the market in live cows by 
virtue of Regulation lEEC) No 
805/68 of die Council of June 27. 

s,M:ia' Ed,“o" 
A ban on (he export of calves 

would, as the United Kingdom 
pointed out. affect the structure or 
the market and. in particular, have 
a considerable impact on the 
formation of market prices. 

The next point was that recourse 
to artide 3b was not passible where 
Community directives provided 
for harmonisation of Uw very 
measures necessary to achieve the 
objective- aimed at by reliance on 
artKte 3fv. R v MAFF. Er pane 
Healey Lomas (Ireland) Ltd (The 
Times June 6.1996: 119971 OB 139- 
|I996| ECR 1-2553. plira 18) 

In such a case the appropriate 
checks must be carried out. and 
protedtve measures adopted 
within the rramework outline by 
the harmonising directive, and 

memter states must rely on mu¬ 
tual mist to carry out checks on 
their respective territories. 

It had therefore to te established 
whether the directive provided for 
the harmonisation of the measures 
necessary for the protection of 
calves, which would te the pri¬ 
mary objective of reliance on 
artide 36. 

For reasons given bv it, the court 
held that it did. 

It remained to te examined 
whether reliance could be placed 
on arude 36 for reasons relating to 
the protection of public policy or 
morality, which were not the 
subject uf the directive. 

Since those justifications were 
supported by CfVVF by drawing 
attention to the views and re- 
actions of a section of national 
public opinion which believed that 
the system pui in place bv the 
directive did nor adequately pro¬ 
tect animal health, they were in 
reality noi being invoked as a 
separate justification but were an 
aspect of the justification relating 
to the protection of animal health! 

eV(71<- a member slate 
could not rvlv on the views or 
behaviour of a section of public 
opinion in order unilaterally lo 
diallenge a harmunising mea- 

?.dopiEd by the Community 
institution;;. 

^te!Sdri,nds,hecounw 
I Coiwideratinn 0f Directive91/629 

kfnd^w? "" raClor of ^h a wnd as lo affect us validity. 

&K>rPP'-v lheP""riS 
C^venuon. con Id not 

rel> on article 36 ,.,f the EC Treaty 
M?.partlcular. on ihe grounds 
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Bargains of the week: British castles for special breaks, Ireland at Easter, super deal on Kenya 

PACK 
jYOUR 
BAGS 

Ip: M 

sg-. 'y."'* : ' .vr .j 

z-m\ 

irills can ending 

*0 .-rl - * 

CSMf 
pmieoi' 

faring : 
tnuiru. 

5hcK-ar.. 
□ l‘-!\ 
n 
iah! A^i: 
ind'x-i 
> COl* "J ■■ 
ire .i:i 
anti cv.. 

!h-.' 
Vjrev 

-k\.:v 
/hr- 'LL", 
iiu . 
ur.::r..- • 
i»'«i. • 

■4 selection of last-minute 
holiday and travel opportuni¬ 
ties at home, on the Continent 
and further afield, manv at 
bargain prices. 

~ BRITAIN 

BRl DESH EAD can be revisit¬ 
ed as pan of a midweek pack¬ 
age that indudes tickets to the 
magnificent Castle Howard 
and two nights’ dinner, bed 
and breakfast at the Green 
Man in Mahon. North York¬ 
shire. The deal is available 
this month and next for £91 
from English Rose Hotels. 
Details: 01723 374374. 

■ CHELSEA Flower Show 
tickets and B&B at a Heath¬ 
row hotel on May 20 are in¬ 
cluded in a £115 package av¬ 
ailable from Goldenrail. De¬ 
tails: 01904 638973. 

■ ROOMS full of swords, 
pistols and cannon axe 
among the attractions at the 

Rpyai Armouries in Leeds, 
featured in an Easter family 
outing with Superbreak. A 
day at the museum and a 
night's B&B ai a four-star 
hotel costs £70 for a family of 
four over the holiday week¬ 
end. Details: 0161-2385257. 

■ A CASTLE hotel in North 
Wales, a Cheshire hall with 
golf course and a hotel with 
indoor bowls on the Isle of 
Wight are available for Easter 
breaks from Warner Holi¬ 
days. Prices start from £152 for 
three nights’ half-board. De¬ 
tails: 0870 6016012. 

■ A NIGHT of luxury in one 
of the country’s most famous 
hotels will be available for ten 
days from next Thursday for 
E10D as Claridge’s in 
London’s West End continues 
its centenary celebrations. 
The special rate includes ser¬ 
vice and applies to both single 
and double rooms. Details: 
0171-629 8860. 

■ ST GEORGE’S DAY is be¬ 
ing marked in Cheltenham 
with coach tours of the town 
and surrounding Cotswolds 
and walking tours. Hotel 
accommodation starts from 
E35 for a double room. Details 
from the tourist information 
centre: 01242 522878. ’ 

TURKEY is an ideal place to 
find bargains at this time of 
year with pleasant tempera¬ 
tures and the hotels and 
apartments reopening and 
gearing up for the summer, 
Tony Dawe writes. 

Crusader Travel is offer¬ 
ing a fortnight at Marmaris 
From Good Friday for £199. 
Hotels are allocated on arriv¬ 
al but you can choose your 
accommodation in advance 
for an extra £30. The same 
fortnight in Olu Deniz costs 
from £249. 

Treasures has sold out at 
Easter but it has weekend 
breaks m Istanbul over both 
die early and late May Bank 
Holidays. Flights leave from 
Gatwick on the Friday and 
four nights’ B&B costs from 
£219. The price is £20 lower on 
quieter weekends. 

For those seeking more ad- 
venturc. Accommodation 
Overseas is offering a Jeep sa¬ 
fari in Turkey for a week from 
May 26 for £479, including full 
board (with some nights in a 
tent) and flights from Gatwick 
and Manchester. 

Details: Crusader. 0181-744 
0474: Treasures, 0171-494 
2292: Accommodation Over¬ 
seas. 0181-977 2984. 

■ EASTER in the Canaries at 
a saving of £131 is on offer 
from Sunset Holidays. Fly 
from Glasgow on Saturday 
April II and stay in self- 
catering apartments in Puerto 
Rico on Gran Canaria for a 
fortnight and the price will be 
E249. Details: 01204 434411. 

■ IRELAND for Easter week 
is available with Irish Ferries 
Holidays, which offers self¬ 
catering in Ballybunion holi¬ 
day village in Co Kerry for 
£132, including ferry crossing, 
based on four adults travel¬ 
ling. The village is close to 
beaches and a golf course. 
Detail* 0990170000- 

■ SMALL Majorcan hotels 
dose to the sea but away from 
the bustle are available for the 
Whitsun Bank Holiday week 
from Cn.su ways. Prices sum 
from E424 for a week with 
flights from Gatwick or East 
Midlands on May 23 and 24. 
Details: 01737 S12255. 

■ THE QE2 is an unlikely 
entrant in this column but 
eight nights aboard the liner 
for £697 must be a bargain. 
However, you must book now 
but wait until late November 
to take the Canaries Retreat 
cruise with Page & Moy. 
Details: Ollfr-2507722. Castle Howard: part of a midweek, two-night break package 

• ytpftg-HAUL 

KENYA for three weeks for 
£509 with half-board is a great 
bargain, and at that price you 
can afford the extra to explore 
the country. Lunn Poly is of¬ 
fering ihe Thomson holiday, 
which starts from Gatwick on 
Easter Sunday. Details avail¬ 
able from Lunn Poly Holiday 
Shops. 

■ GREEN fees, water sports 
and an Indian Ocean setting 
all included, plus the chance to 
watch the Johnnie Walker 
Golf Classic what more could 
a golf nut want? Elite Vaca¬ 
tions is offering the package to 
Mauritius at the end of this 
month for £1.165 including a 
week's half-board and return 
flights. Details: 0181-864 4431. 

■ ALL-INCLUSIVE resorts 
between two seas and near a 
golf course must be hard to 
find but one exists on the Ca¬ 
ribbean island of St Kins and 
is available for £999, a E210 
saving, for a fortnight in May 
and June with Tropical Places. 
Flv from Gatwick. Details: 
01342 825123. 

■ ASEAk EXPLORER has 
dropped regional flight supple¬ 
ments to Thailand and cut up 

to £50 from spring and earl 
summer holidays to mark ih 
launch of its latest brochure 
Prices now start at £562 for 
fortnight in Patr ay a. Sever: 
two-centre holidays also avai 
able. Details: 0I4SI823417. 

■ CUBA for a fortnight ft 
£579 at an all-inclusive islan 
resort is on offer from May 1: 
June 19 from Haves & Jarvi 
Deuuls: 0181-222 7833. 

■ RUGBY FANS can caii 
England's internaiion: 
against the Springboks 
Cape Town on July 4 and e 
joy a week's holiday from £3 
with Cape Sports & Leisut 
Flights are extra but can 
arranged at a discount. C 
tails: 01296689015. 

• All prices are per perst 
and based on two sharing 
room, unless otherwise state 
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B CRICKET 

^Umpires of future 
io face stringent test 
of their knowledge 

BRJTI 
the U 
pled i, 
despit R1CKET umpires — like 
tion fr ffidais in other high-profile 

imp »rts these days — are find* 
cience ig their authority' increasing- 
fits to ' challenged, so the decision 
(E6.1 rr the England and Wales 
Decei ticket Board (ECB) to correct 
rose 1 .bizarre anomaly deserves 
mil lie idespread approval. 
The a lh future. English umpires, 
ion p; equendy praised as among 
7 per e best in the world, are to be 

pai -amined on their under- 
incre anding of the Laws before 
(63-2 ;ing accepted on to the first- 
Bishc ass "list". At present, many 
ish IS those holding a place pos- 
ger-c ss no formal qualifications 
had r the job — because, until 
ber »w, none was required. 
“The This extraordinary state of 
been fairs came about because 
unpr 3st officials had experience 
tion the game as county players 
espe d. in umpiring, experience 
cost s been deemed to count for a 

Brrat deal. Only one of the 26 
wee! ipires on last year's list had 
twee ver played the game at first- 

Bv Simon Wilde 

class level: Nigel Plews. a 
former policeman. 

Four began standing in 
matches within eight months 
of retiring as players. Five 
took only one season out 
before making the transition 
and another four only two 
seasons. Of these, eight have 
stood in Test matches and four 
— Mervyn Kitchen, Ken Palm¬ 
er, David Shepherd and Peter 
Willey — served on the inter¬ 
national panel. 

In another indication, per¬ 
haps. of how business in 
English cricket has been long 
conducted on a nod and a 
wink, former players were 
allowed by the ECB (or the 
Test and County, Cricket 
Board, its predecessor} to by¬ 
pass normal qualification 
procedures. 

These are far from simple. 
Aspiring umpires without 
first-class playing experience 
are expectwi to stand for a 
minimum of 15 days for two 
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rendulkar turns tide 
to thwart Australia 

CHIN TENDULKAR rev- 
id in the unusual role 
match-winning bowler as 
lia beat Australia by 41 
is in the opening game of a 
utgular one-day tourna- 
nt in Cochin yesterday, 
idulkar's occasional spin 
vling broke the back of the 
itralia innings after their 
■ners. Adam Gilchrist and 
rk Waugh, had plundered 

runs off 11.2 overs in 
suit of India's 309 for five, 
.ustralia. having reached 
for three in the 32nd over, 
their last seven wickets for 
and were all out for 268 
t 4.1 of their 50 overs 
laining. Bowling his ten- 
r spell unchanged. Ten- 
car took five for 32. getting 
and turn to claim his first 
-wicket haul in a one-day 
te. 
fter their flying start 
hael Bevan was the only 

Australia batsman to make an 
impact scoring 65 before be¬ 
coming Tendulkar's third vic¬ 
tim. stumped by Mongia as 
he missed a drive. 

India had earlier been re¬ 
duced to 19 for two after Mike 
Kasprowicz removed Navjot 
Sidhu and Tendulkar. The 
innings was revived by 
Mohammad Azharuddin. the 
captain, and Ajay Jadeja. 
Azharuddin was making his 
274th one-day international 
appearance, beating the 
world record set by Allan 
Border, the former Australia 
captain. 

Azhanudin made 82 off 92 
balls, hitting ten fours and 
putting on 104 for the fourth 
wicket with Jadeja. who went 
on to make an unbeaten 105 
off 106 balls, his innings 
containing 12 fours. 

Scoreboard, page 49 

seasons, keep match diaries 
and identify two people who 
can vouch for their compe¬ 
tence. one of whom has to be 
on the list himself. 

They face up to three exami¬ 
nations, two written and one 
oral- The first written exam is 
optional. It deals with know¬ 
ledge of the Laws and requires 
a 65 per cent pass mark The 
second is compulsory, covers 
knowledge of the Laws and 
simple interpretation, has a 75 
per cent pass mark. 

The oral test assesses the 
candidate's ability to interpret 
and apply the Laws and 
demands an 80 per cent pass 
mark, though a misinterpreta¬ 
tion of the no-ball or leg-before 
law automatically leads to 
failure. 

A few former players volun¬ 
tarily put themselves through 
some or all of these rests, tail 
now. after a meeting last 
month between John Carr, 
cricket operations manager of 
the ECB. his assistants. Alan 
Fordham and Frank Kemp, 
and representatives of the 
Association of Cricket Um¬ 
pires and Scorers (ACUS). it 
has been derided that every 
new applicant must undergo 
the same scrutiny. 

"if you have played at a 
good level, it naturally gives 
you a head start," Keir 
Hockley, the ACUS general 
secretary, said. "What we are 
anxious for is that everyone 
has the experiential and theo¬ 
retical knowledge. 1 would not 
want to criticise anyone on the 
first-class panel. On the 
whole, they do a good job. The 
question is whether they 
might do it better." 

Fordham said that there 
would be scope for "fast- 
tracking" applicants with 
playing experience, who could 
attend special evening and 
weekend courses. 

Few doubt that the standard 
of English umpiring is high, 
but now. more than ever, with 
the unforgiving eyes of tele¬ 
vision cameras, umpires can¬ 
not afford to have their 
credentials questioned .. 

Canadians seek a silver lining 
From Angela Court 

IN MINNEAPOLIS 

OF THE four disciplines 
comprising the 1998 world 
figure skating champion¬ 
ships here, the ice dance is 
likely to be at the centre of 
attention. Today sees the 
second stage, the original 
dance, and the judges are 
likely to be under as much 
scrutiny as those performing 
on the ice. 

After the dance event at the 
Olympic Games in Nagano, 
where Jean Senft. the Canadi¬ 
an judge. criticised openly foe 
marking and Shae-Lynn 
Bourne and Vidor Kraatz. of 
Canada, went on record to 
say dial the result was a fix. 
Ottavio Cinquanta. the Inter¬ 
national Skating Union (ISU) 
president, admitted that 
changes needed to be made if 
foe discipline is to retain its 
credibility. 

One of foe biggest criti¬ 
cisms is foe lade of movement 
throughout the whole compe¬ 
tition, with couples rarely 
changing places after foe 
compulsory dances, despite 
there being another two sec¬ 
tions involved in foe event 
Even the coaches and skaters 
are often mystified, leading 
many to question whether it 
is worth continuing with the 
event once foe compulsories 
are completed. The ISU is to 
hold a congress in June, 
where new ideas are likely to 
be forthcoming. 

With Pasha Grishuk and 
Evgeny Platov. twice the 
Olympic champions, having 
retired from eligible competi¬ 
tion. the way is dear for 
Anjeiika Krylova and Oleg 
Ovsyannikov, their fellow 
Russians, to win the gold 
medal. They have been run¬ 
ners-up at foe world champi¬ 
onships for foe past two 
years. 

The focus of attention is 
likely to be on foe battle for 
foe minor medals. Marina 
Anissina and Gwen dal Prize- 
rat of France, foe bronze 
medal-winners at the Olym¬ 
pics. and Bourne and Kraatz, 
twice world championship 
bronze medal-winners, are 
tied in second place and both 
have their sights set on silver. 

Bourne and Kraatz have 
finished above Anissina and 
Peizera! in the past two world 
championships and the 
champions’ series final in 
Munich last December, but 
in Nagano the Canadians 

__ 

Elena Berezhnai aya and Anton Sikharulidze, of Russia, perform during the short 
programme of the pairs competition, in which they are lying in second place 

were fourth and they are' 
convinced that there was a 
judging conspiracy, whereby 
their fifth place in foe first 
compulsory dance ended 
their chances of a medal. 

Silver is a distinct possibili¬ 
ty for them here, where they 
may be helped by foe huge, 
partisan North Anmerican 
crowd exerting pressure on 
foe judges through their vo¬ 

cal support All week. Bourne 
and Kraatz’s pactice sessions 
have been packed with fans 
cheering their every move, 
while their compulsory 
dances received foe sort of 
reception normally reserved 
for free dance. 

Charlotte Clements and 
Gary Shortfalld. foe British 
champions, are in their first 
world championships and 

are here to gain experience. 
Lying 24th of foe 30 couples 
competing, they need to at 
least hold this position to 
qualify to skate their free 
programme tomorrow. 

Nevertheless, they have 
made a good impression in 
this, their first senior champ¬ 
ionship season, and will be 
learning much that will stand 
them in good stead in future. 

SWIMMING 

Australian 
is shown 
leniency 

for doping 
By John Goodbodv 

RICHARD UPTON, foe Aus¬ 
tralia swimmer, was yester¬ 
day given only an £830 fine 
and a reprimand for a posi¬ 
tive drugs test in a controversy 
that has divided the sport. It is 
foe first time that a swimmer 
has been, effectively, exoner¬ 
ated for a doping offence. 

Upton, a relay silver medal- 
winner in the world champi¬ 
onships in January, was 
found to have taken probene¬ 
cid. a banned substance, 
which he was prescribed to¬ 
gether with penicillin by a 
doctor for tonsillitis. Upton 
took foe drug on February 14 
and gave foe urine specimen 
three days later. 

Probenecid can be used 
medically to help retain peni¬ 
cillin in foe body. However, 
the drug is banned by foe 
International Olympic Com¬ 
mittee (IOC) and swimming 
authorities because it can 
prevent other prohibited sub¬ 
stances from appearing in the 
urine 

The case has aroused inter¬ 
est because Australian Swim¬ 
ming Incorporated (AS!) was 
among those governing bod¬ 
ies that were particularly criti¬ 
cal of China at the world 
championships in Perth in 
January. Four Chinese com¬ 
petitors tested positive in 
Perth and vials of human 
growth hormone were discov¬ 
ered by customs officials in 
the luggage of another team 
member. 

Upton, who will now be 
able to take part in Australia's 
trials for foe Commonwealth 
Games, said: "1 am extremely 
relieved. The last four weeks 
have been hell for me. 1 
prayed that Australian Swim¬ 
ming wouldn't make a scape¬ 
goat of me to back up their 
anti-drugs stance." 

The disciplinary committee 
of AS1 found Upton took the 
drug inadvertently and for 
therapeutic purposes. 

However, a spokesman 
said: "Under ASI's strict li¬ 
ability policy, which leaves 
foe responsibility for any sub¬ 
stance taken inadvertently on 
the athlete, he has been found 
guilty." Fina. foe world swim¬ 
ming federation, will accept 
ASI's decision. 
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ro celebrate Honda’s 50th 

anniversaiy. The Times offers 

iaders the chance to win one of four 

.'nsational bikes. 

RE PRIZES ARE: 

• ONE OF TWO HONDA HORNETS 

A HONDA VTR lOOO FIRESTORM AND 

: A HONDA VT7SOC SHADOW 

he Honda VT750C Shadow (above) delivers 

e quintessential custom package: a smooth, 

rquey big-bore V-twin, relaxed riding 

jsition, generous amounts of gleaming 

irome and a powerful visual impact all its 

vn. Its styling combines classic motorcycle 

lues with modem technology to create an 

l-embraring custom riding experience. 

HOW TO EHTER 

Collect all six differently numbered 

tokens published in The Times this 

week and attach them to the prize draw 

entry form which will appear on Saturday. 

You can enter as many times as you wish but 

no photocopied tokens or entry forms will be 

accepted. The closing date for entries is 

Tuesday April 21,1998. 

Entrants should be over 18. The bikes come ■ 
with six months’ road tax but no insurance. 

The winners will collect their prizes from their 
local Honda dealer. 

For information 

about Honda Bikes, 
cal! 0345 585 570 

THE TIMES 
„ \ HONDA 

PRIZE DRAW 

THERE IS STILL A CHANCE TO WIN A TOYOTA — SEE PAGE 49 

CHANGING TIMES 

By Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent 

Although foe two declarers who reached Four Spades on this 
deal from foe 1997 Gold Cup semi-finals both made their 
contract, there was some interesting misdefence and misplay. 

Love ail IMPs Dealer North 
*8703 

VQ7 

♦ 7 

*KQJ973 

♦ A 
V K10 9 4 2 

498653 

*65 

•V-'H" 4 J 5 4 

V 6 
4 A K 1042 
*10842 

*KQ1092 

V A J 8 5 3 

4Q J 

♦ A 

Contract Four Spades by South. 

At both tables South opened 
One Spade in third seat and 
North responded Three Outs 
showing a maximum pass 
with good dub values and 
four-card spade support hid¬ 
den tally, that is also the mean¬ 
ing of Three Gubs in civilised 
rubber bridge drcles, despite 
what you may have read in 
other newspapers. Without a 
spade fit even if you have a 
"maximum pass", just bid 
your suit at the lowest level — 
if opener passes you wont 
have missed game. 

South went straight to Four 
Spades. The game has no 
chance at all on a diamond 
lead and heart switch but both 
Wests chose to lead a heart. 
The declarers won in dummy 
and played a spade to the king 
and ace and West switched to 
a diamond. Both Easts won 
and played a club. The declar¬ 
ers now won, cashed the 
queen of spades, ruffed a 
diamond and ran clubs until 
East ruffed. Ten tricks were 
straightforward. 

Do you see where the de¬ 
fence went wrong? East 
should have continued with a 
second diamond instead of 

Lead: tan of hearts 

playing a club. Declarer ruffs 
in dummy and plays a spade 
to his king but he has no entry 
to dummy’s clubs. He cashes 
the ace of clubs and ace of 
hearts but East must not ruff. 
When declarer plays a heart 
and ruffs in dummy. East 
overruffs and dummy is dead. 

Can you see where the 
declarers went wrong? They 
should have cashed the ace of 
clubs at trick two. before 
playing a trump. Now when 
the defenders force the dum¬ 
my. declarer has the chance to 
find the winning line. Al¬ 
though it could be right to play 
for trumps 2-2 by cashing foe 
queen of spades and crossing 
to dummy with a heart ruff to 
run the club suit, it is better to 
run the dubs straight away. 
This works whenever trumps 
are 3-1 or dubs 3-3 or when it is 
East who is short in dubs, ft 
fails only when West is able to 
ruff a dub and can then give 
his partner a heart ruff to beat 
the game. 

□ Robert Sheehan writes on 
bridge Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 

- WORfJ-WAT»CHJNG 

By Philip Howard 

RECIB1ENDO 
a. An offidal reception 
b. Killing a bull 
c. A corridor 

OBIE 

a. An Ashanti king 
' i. A Bradfield former pupil 

. A theatrical award 

RIEL 
a. A dry river course 
b. A tropical jackdaw 
c. Money 
PLUTON 
a. An asteroid 
b. A rode 
c. A god of the underworld 

Answers on page 50 

By Raymond Kf.ene 
CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

Monaco chess 
In the Monaco competition. 
Anatoly Karpov, the Fide 
champion, was anxious to 
restore his reputation after his 
modest showing in Wijk aan 
Zee. Today I give two wins by 
Karpov, the first of which 
features a beautiful variation 
after White’s 27th move. 

White: Anatoly Karpov 
Black: Vladimir Kramnik 
Monte Carlo rapidplay 
March 1998 

Semi-Slav Defence 
1 d4 Nf6 
2 C4 e6 
3 N13 d5 
4 Nc3 Cfi 
5 83 Nbd7 
6 Qc2 Bd6 
7 Bd3 0-0 
6 0-0 Cbtc4 
9 Bxc4 a6 

10 Rdl 65 
11 Be2 QC7 
12 84 b5 
13 93 QaO 

nbo 

14 a3 BD7 
15 dxa5 Nxe5 
16 Bg5 Nxf3- 
17 Bxf3 Be5 
19 Bxf6 gx!6 
19 Bg4 Rad6 
20 BI5 Bcfi 
21 BxcS Qyc8 
22 Ract Oe6 
23 Rxd8 Rxd8 
24 Ndl c5 
25 Qxc5 Qb3 
26 Ne3 Qxb2 
27Qc8 

Diagram of position alter 
White’s 27th move 

27 ... Rfa 
2a Qg4+ Khfl 
29 Rc8 Back resigns 

If 27 ...RxcS 28 Rxc8+ Kg7 2? 
NS* Kg6 30 Rg8+ Kh5 31 
mate. 
White: Miatoly Karpov 
Black: Ljubomir Ljubojevic 
Monte Carlo rapidplay 
March 1998 

Nimzo-Indian Defence 
1 d4 Nf6 
2 C4 e6 
3 Nc3 Bb4 
4 Qc2 d5 
5 cxd5 exd5 
6 Bg5 h6 
7 Bxf6 Qxlfi 
0 63 CM3 
9 a3 B>c3+ 

10 Qxc3 c6 
11 Nf3 BI5 
12 Be2 Nd? 
13 64 Be4 
14 0-0 RfeB 
15 Rfcl a6 
10 aJ Racfl 
>7 55 axb5 
16 a<65 c5 
19 <*C5 Cixc3 
20 Rxc3 Rxc5 
21 rwcS Nxc5 
22 N54 Ne6 
23 13 Nxd4 
24 exd4 Bc2 
25 KG B53 
26 Ra7 R<?7 
27 Ra3 BcZ 
28 Kel o5 
29 Kd2 §|5 
30 g4 Be6 
31 Ra8+ KgT 
32 853 F& 
33 Rb8 Kf6 
34 b6 Re7 
35 Kc3 ns 
36 53 h4 
37 Kb4 Kg7 
30 Kc5 f5 
39 gxf5 BIT 
40 B55 KI6 
41 Kd6 Re3 

42 Rxb7 Rt33 

43 BC6 R54 
44 Rb8 Bh5 

2 “ r3« 46 D7 Bl7 

48 Kc6 Rdl 
49 D8C Rc1 + 
50 Rd + 
51 KcS Black resigns 

D Raymond Keene writes on 
chess Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 

WINNING MOVE 

By Raymond Keene 

White to play. This position is 
from the game Bauer — 
Kinsman. France. 1998. 
In this position. White is using 
his solid centre as the basis for 
a idngside attack. Black is 
trying to chase away the white 
knight. Can White do better 
than retreating? 

Solution on page 50 

13 
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SPORT 45 

■* The Grey Monk to 
reward followers 
on Aintree mission 

By Richard Evans 

RACING CORRESPONDENT 

AFTER a brief flirtation with 
the Flat, jump racing returns 
io centre stage today as the 
three-day Martell Grand Nat¬ 
ional meeting gets underway 
at Aintree, offering hope of 
compensation to those who 
missed out at the Cheltenham 
Festival. 

The Grey Monk was the 
subject of a substantial ante- 
post plunge for the Chelten¬ 
ham Gold Cup. but backers 
burnt their fingers when the 
Gordon Richards-trained 
chaser suffered an interrupted 
preparation and failed to 
make the line-up. As a result, 
he appears in the featured 
Martell Cup Chase, the first of 
four races televised by BBC. 

The ten-year-old. winner of 
12 of his 20 starts, has raced 
only once this year when, 
significantly, he gave 4lb and 
a six-length beating to Rough 
Quest, favourite for the big 
race on Saturday. That Hay- 
dock success, achieved in a 
fast time, came 110 days ago — 
but the long absence should 
not alarm his supporters. 

The Grey Monk, goes par¬ 
ticularly well fresh and has 

TODAY S RACES 
ON TELEVISION 

Bui for a mistake three fences 
from home, he might well 
have justified favouritism ai 
Cheltenham. 

Escartefigue, second to Flor¬ 
ida Pearl in the Royal & 
SunAlliance Chase, represents 
che younger generation and 
the easier ground will also suit 
him. However, with David 
Nicholson having gone 26 
days and 51 runners without a 
winner, he is best watched. 

Buddy Marvel is the form 
choice in the opening Seagram 
Top Novices’ Hurdle, judged 
on his fine victory in the 
Dovecote Hurdle at Kempton, 
but he disappointed at Chel¬ 
tenham. Martin Pipe runs two 
progressive four-year-olds in 
Fataliste and Petite Risk, but I 
am particularly keen on 
Dawn Leader. 

*-f r..:^n 
e werj v?:- 

ance for the last three years. 
With the ground on the soft 

Jim Old was forced to 

T> tiffin,..,; .r 

anoj 

vviii r,,..- 
fir; ■ /. 
.'•trim. .. - 

side of good, he wiU have idea] 
conditions. 1 RICHARD EVANS 

This grade two race often 
goes co a horse beaten in the 
Gold Cup and Dorans Pride is 
the obvious candidate after 
finishing third to Coal Dawn. 

Nap: DAWN LEADER 
(2.00 Aintree) 

Next best: The Grey Monk 
(235 Aintree) 

1^'LT • . :. 

>ln:ii;;r. **. . <a 
■ '.Mi,:? .AlNTREE-^iMv 

'.ML!-. - - 

bypass Cheltenham when his 
string went down with a virus, 
but they have recovered now 
and the George Ward-owned 
seven-year-old is a lovely 
horse. After winning at Chel¬ 
tenham and Huntingdon, he 
could finish only third to Grey 
Shot at Ascot when CHd*s 
horses were Just beginning to 
Jose their form. Dawn Leader 
possesses a high cruising 
speed and should be ideally 
suited fay this tighr track.. 

Champlcve, winner of the 
Arkle Chase at Cheltenham, 
avoids a penalty for that short- 
head success in the Sandeman 
Maghull Novices’ Chase (3.10) 
and can follow up at the main 
expense of Edelweis Du Mou¬ 
lin and Classy Lad. 

Cyfor Malta, winner of the 
Cathcart Chase, looks sure to 
be sent off favourite for the 
John Hughes Trophy Handi¬ 
cap Chase (3.45). but it could 
be worth taking a chance with 
the other Pipe runner, Indian 
Arrow. An excellent jumper 
who should be suited by 
theNaiiona) fences, he trav¬ 
elled well for a long way in the 
four-mile Eider Chase. 

Upgrade was particularly 
game when winning the Tri¬ 
umph Hurdle. Such a hard 
race can leave a mark and. 
given his likely odds. Deep 
Water makes each-way ap¬ 
peal in the GlenliveJ Anniver¬ 
sary Four-Year-Old Novices’ 
Hurdle (4.20). He was just 
outstayed by Leviticus over 2U 
miles at Kelso last time and 
should appreciate the return 
to the minimum trip. 

Bradley and Powell stand test of time 
' By Clous McGrath 

LESSER men would turn 
grey at the mere thought of 
riding in the Martell Grand 
National. In the case of 
Graham Bradley and Bren¬ 
dan Powell, however, that 
prospect is hdpmg to ensure 
that the colour of their hair 
represents the emptiest of 
concessions to the passage of 
time. 

Both demonstrated as 
much with dashing rides 
from the front at Ascot yester¬ 
day. Bradley winning the 
Daily Telegraph Novices' 
Chase on Hoh Warrior and 
Powell landing a gamble on 
Monnaie Forte in the Trilli¬ 
um Handicap Hurdle 

If Bradley, who rides the 
fanned Suny Bay on Satur¬ 
day. should reach retirement 
without winning a Grand 
National, the omission 
would be unworthy of his 
talent Charlie Brooks, who 
also ran Shekels in yester¬ 
day's ram felt that Hoh 
Warrior had less chance, but 
needed his stable jockey to 
nurse home the more difficult 
ride. Bradley responded by 
infecting his mount with the 
confidence to attack his 
fences, staying on gamely 
under top weight to beat 
Strong Paladin by ten 
lengths. 

“The National has never 
been a lucky race for me.” 
Bradley said. “1 even fell at 
the first on Hallo Dandy, the 
year after he won. And once, 
1 smashed the bones in my 
left ear and was knocked out 
for 20 minutes. 1 had three 
months off then but never 
thought about giving up — 
just as well, because I'm still 
thoroughly enjoying it" 

Though Suny Bay (when 
ridden by Jamie Osborne) 
beat all bar Lord Gyllene in 
last year’s race, he was effect¬ 
ively routed by the winner. 

HUGH ROUTLEDGE 

Perryman, noseband, gets the better of Bank Avenue in the Fairview New Homes Novices’ Chase at Ascot yesterday 

unable to muster a challenge 
from the turn for home. 
There are those who fear that 
he must flounder under a 
much biggCT weight this 
year, but Bradley said: “I'm 
sure he has as good a chance 
as I've had in the race. He 
won the Henncssy off list 
Sib, while the ground — 
which became too fast last 
year — looks like being 
perfect this time; Don’t forget 
that Lord Gyllene was a good 
winner, taking lengths out of 
the field at every fence." 

It must be hoped that 
Saturday's perils were not 
outlined' too vividly by a fatal 
fall for the favourite, Ask The 
Butler. Mr Strong Gale also 
took a heavy fall, from which 
Timmy Murphy hobbled 
away with a sore ankle, 
though dedaring himself 
ready to partner Court Melo¬ 
dy on Saturday. One of the 
definitive moments of Pow¬ 
er’s career came in the I98S 
National, when he picked 
Rhyme ’N' Reason off the 
floor at Becher’s first time 

round. Jf St Mellion Fairway 
appears to have limited pros¬ 
pects of adding to that suc¬ 
cess on Saturday. Powell will 
explore those limits to the 
utmosL 

He has dictated a number 
of races from the front this 
season, and it was thrilling to 
see him turn the screw on 
Monnaie Forte's rivals. Ad¬ 
mittedly. the horse returned 
to hurdles off a much lower 
mark than the one he has 
earned over fences this sea¬ 
son. But after a gruelling 

race at Cheltenham, he 
arrived from the Borders in a 
lather of sweat and another 
jockey might easily have 
misjudged the freedom his 
mount could sustain. 

As it was. Powell had 
conserved enough to hold off 
Tibetan by a length — much 
to the disgust one suspects, 
of the bookmakers rash 
enough to do business with 
James Adam, the permit 
holder whose robust ap¬ 
proach to life mirrors that of 
his horse; 

2.00 Fatalists 

5L35 Dorans Pride 

3.10 Edetweis Du Moulin 

THUNDERER 
3.45 Frazor Island 

420 KHAIRABAR (nap) 

4.45 Comedy Gayle 

520 Nocksky 

Timekeeper's lop rating: 3.10 KADASTROF. 

Carl Evans: 4.50 Comedy Gayle. 

GUIDE TO m 
«n 113143 GOOD TC4ES13 (BF.F.Gi£) (ttJ D RoteBOl) 8 W12-0-B«ta(7)B8 

Fbcecart nuntn. Sh-«arefonn (F—HI. P— 
ptffM i* U —unseated nCw. B~ Drought 

Aran. S —sapped up. R — refused. D — 
cffcquaMKti). farce's raroa fays ante tad S: F d Oft. (B —MMu&s. V—wo. N — 

f—EjKiiWd. C—nsneMMei D — 
Jfitanta rtna. CO — car* end defence 

me. 8F— beden tevauto n tatsd oca) 
Gang ai it*cn hose Its won (F— tim. good io 

frn. led. G —good S—a*, good to sat. 

heavy) Doner In tadtes. Trftna Age and 
«n#L Mb plus tty aflwanee. 
Timekeepers speed rating. 

GOING: GOOD TO SOFT TDTE JACKPOT MEETING SIS 

2.00 SEAGRAM TOP NOVICES HURDLE 
(Grade ll: £17,180:2m 110yd) (10 rnmers) 

imttr cMjumiamstnBamvn I MM. — S Taylor 
121*10 ZMMLASXA 1ft mjBS) (Util farts) D tictafcoa MM-R Jofason 

710-113 LEADER M (WAS) ftawprrtl J Old 7-11-0-C Uartyg 

uip!!! SffiWIS,*SSrr_T,is 
0114421 FATALETE33(MJ&UPawrg)MPro4-VM2 --.AIM*** 

ZA AWPWCM6 5 (Biff) Mss A Sure) G L Maoro 4-rO-8-MWMansnn a 
T21 TOTTEMSKB (u&5) (ALunas) UPipe4-70-3-RDwwoMfr 122 

BETTING: ii-l Fftfttea. 4-1 Zaatasla, Buddy Mand. 7-1 Own UBdta, B-l UouUg Stona 14-1 i*en 

188T: WDMGHIU56BO 6-n -0 R Joflnsnn *11-2) D Wrtson 9 wi 

-n ZMasfa 4712is>(d 30 o ftem* Ballerina h notice hurtle oak 
i a Chenaton (3n noyd. good to soti).Dma Leader 7ttl W 

____ --fj of 9 m Grey Sr«l m rwrice hurdle a Ascof (3n 1 iflyd. good), ran 

Disk bed Rcssnitt Girt 3 in G-nmne novice handc® lumHe a NeMjiry 
Mountain Storm beat Percy Cm* fcl fn itMunner novice tercfle a Sanrtam (m HyL good/- 
Buddy Mawd 241 Mi« 25 to Upfrade in grade i turtle a Cneitertam (2m u. goal), 
bwSupply And Demand 18( fn 5-mnner irade « 4yo hudfe S Kenipiar {2m. good to firm) 

BUDDY MARVEL is soiled by a Hat tract and te the basi tarn_ 

2or 
202 
30 
204 
JOS 
206 
J07 
206 

ii uuv »> "»«*■. (kt) 9-11-13- R —-i 
IlKBjDNIchOlsai 6-11-13-WJCWMB 

2.35 MARTELL CUP CHASE 

(Grade II: £37.648:3m ft) (8 tunneis) 
-111513 DORANS PWDE14 IBfJr. 
2-12112 ESCARTBWUE15 
2110334 
2-11646 

mwIw oSjdah 4118/iiiTi'iSKi f Ckumj*i m 

, ^ s » 
BE1T«IG;2. l Dana Prtde. 7-2 Esonefo*. 5-1 The Grey Mw*. 7-1 itagadrt Many Gate. 12-1 uthos. 

1997: BARTON BANK 11-11-5 0 Watli (10-® D HckUsoi 5 W 

Dorans Prtde HM 3rd ot. 17 »_Caof farm in grade I chase A 
" “ " ‘ B Bem 

tSGAKIbnuUc 13ULWJ iu u 5  -- 
SSMB a BETRLinT14 p.G£) (G KocU M5_S tea9-1 ■-13- 
SWPLYDASNMG 14 (F.d.SHSHmwand>TEaaBW 7-11-13- 
THE 6HEV M0KK110 (D£S) (A WI1G ftetrods iO-n-13- BWr«iB 
n*nnAH4i fUFfiSIUl&ltaiFOafnenffil Mt-5 ..TDownwi 

fGRMSI Gheltenton 
16f 4tfr and 

a 110yd. good) Sanor B Bemad (tevets) 
"* *■' **-l< ^ i 17?l _ _ _ . (levels) 231 6ft. Escartefigue 1# 

DORANS PRIDE found the ground too lag a Ctetenham_ 

144 

3-10 SANDEMAN MAGHULL NOVICES CHASE 

(Grade I: £32,255:2m) (fl runners) 

£ ,’SJS S‘SSsK’»,k:. 
XT 4-23131 ' . AP McCoy 
308 1113111 CHAIffLEVE16{o££) (DJadBffrjMnps )1( 

RTrTUflG’ 7-4 DariifrrtL 4-1 flu Moo&a 11 -? D^Kl ^ Cttsy 

hau ui ?nd of 10 to SJmtenc* « nowce. dan 3> 

(Kb (WBW Off) te(t M 
• ASHWai BOY goes veil on Stag wete end could spring a aipwe 

COURSE SPECIALISTS 

TRAINERS 
T Effitatsy 
D Nrduison 
H Jdmson 
6 Richards 
M Pipe 

Wms 

5 
16 
5 
7 

12 

An 
15 
63 
2T 
38 
78 

33.2 
254 
29 B 
114 
15.4 

JOCKEYS 
A p McCov 
P Catery 
R JOlrcon 
R Garritty 
C f Seen 

Mtots Rrtas % 

10 32 319 
2SJ 
217 
2DD 

23 17.4 

AINTREI 
UlCESnR 
TAUNTON 
WISH 

I10! ■102 
103 
120 

201 
202 
203 
220 

FULL RESULTS SERVICE 168 

SPECIALISTS 

SSTKi 
aMtom ise 1524b 

^133nb.CLfi>»nh« 

wqiElTEl Eh kSTI 
ftom Bawell 4 rrem 2D. 
fn^ ^ 5. 200%. M 

&■ - -a 

3-45 JOHN HUGHES TROPHY HAWXCAP CHASE 
(SHOWCASE RACE] (Grand National course: £25.072:2m BO (23 runners) 

AS) WP8S1 CHBWVM^ZT(F.(LS){»rtafa)P«(JBfc5-tr-lO_ItaJTtaartffl 
H/P413 CASVBUCK 12 (J & i Cook) CWartaA 11-11-2_Altaian 
M1W0 XBR£rt>4{FASH7Ubrnv1PfahbslMI-?.-..RDtmaMy 
J3322D SLEUOT12(F.G£)(DYady}PRWebba 10-11-2-R6artly 

3211121 CYHH MALTA 14 jtS)fl5ta»ajn)M Py«5-r 1-1-A P McCoy 
RW>516 S)LD£NSPMNB115*51 |Pl«ar)NHenderson 11-11-fl- MARagetaJ 
1U4TO34 RiAZBI ELAND IS(F.B.S) (Dr BAiBtwfcflRRwe9-10-6-RGmm 
1UU1230 WTT>r»Pl»fTYi6(CO.aS)(OUirofiPttttafc9-iM- TJUanby 
2111446 UIDQKLOroi7(C^Q(CnamRC1GRlcart&9-1P«— BHatog 
5422134 ORSWaLlADIBl- 
1-12S21 MARTELL B0Y17 ( 
144F1S MKANARRW40(F.i __ ___ 

4336U41 VALIANTVfAWBOR 12IPSe*»)UKannond 10-lM _. JRKMraeh 
F-rPOSP OVHtTWDEH. 12(5ToMriHJoTreor?2-1tW-MrCBomorp) 
23P-021 HGH AUTTTUD6103 taS)(F 5arabay) Mfe*»-ae 10-1M-LWyer 
yvreei HQ**J£fLW20pj$cmuPimcr)J{ku*$-i{hO. siqarp> 
443S066 BACK BAR 11 (RS) (P UcCzfij) A l Moore (Vr] HM(H)-CffDiqrv 
PPP5U-5 fiRnNSBAR13liG)(uai*MlfcP5ly10.1(H>.. WSbsUi 
OtTOP- GREBHLLRAFFLES410 (C,DjAS1 MissL ftcsaS 12-10-0-MFoStf 

FI23461 BALLYUC12 (DAS) (49 PamasMp) H Kamp 7-100-BPOael 
/P12-3P BBfXnUAKSl{ftjCCMMMMMraai9-llM)-RSmte 

2FZ332U RTVHt UNSWN16 QFJ.5) (R OaM J Kauri Johnson6-104)— PCarteny 
W2Z41 fLAPJAOCLAD9(F£5)(HShodeONr«cnvDa*c9-1M(3o}_ CUmro^r 

154 
142 
146 
139 
156 
J! 

15 
.139 
T44 
137 
144 
139 
134 
129 
144 
146 
133 
133 
129 
118 
133 
129 

UnghaiCcap: VatertVfinlor 9-13. OwDieDiti Hr. 9-11, NWotas Flirt 9-10. Back Bar 9- 
loT&fiis 0* 9-9. Gmtal Rsfflo 9-7. falytoe 9-7. Bento Mtat 9-2. Rtm JnsNon 6-12 FtapfecA fad B9 

BETTMG: 5-1 Cytoi Mata. 6-1 tate Ano*. i5-2 UottU Bqy. H Tm fetari, 10-1 Vatert amor. 12-1 
CbenyrnL 14-1 SensL Unden's Lotto. Owe* lad. 16-1 afters. 

19B7: BBLS Uf£ B-1V4 6 Tanwy (14-1) P Hctts 20 r» 

Chenym* beat LMon Rods 1MI in 6-nrnr handtaap diase at 
WIncaiten (2m a. owl}. Cytor MNb beat Dr Leurl 3141 In 8- 

_ runna ctesa at Orewftam (an 51, good). Frazar island 1214ft 
at 14 to Super Coin in handicap close at Cbehenharn (2m 41 110#, good). Martel Boy beat 

rum hard cap date £ Ayr (2m 41. aft) Bahylne bed Easby Jotef 5i in ULnamer franiem 
dote at Uttom (2m 5). good). Hapjadc Lad beft Memsontc 21 hi 9-nmr TiareOcap dose at 
Chepstow (3m, good) 

RALLYUNE postal a ramariaWy improved nu last time andis worft ebandno 

4.20 GLEMUVETAMHWHISAHY4Y0MQWSSWJRDLE 
[SHOWCASE RACE] (4-Y-0: £28.334:2m 110yd) (14 rums) 

r(MArrtBjN7«taa*iaMBlM- 
tew* SaQ U Kamorft 11-0. 

PT5111 UPGRADE 14 
IIS OSS’WATCH 
21 HERf7ABE27(D. 

122 KHAIRABAR 53 _ 
2122132 WiaDOMa«Pfi«»33(D.F51®W*iro>WCWi10 

U2 IC«yBEAT 13(BPenrottJfiLMoore 11-0 - 

iftteSBra»raN)lW3SBwll>e)iHJ_ 
XL6) (J McManus) C tad* fh) 11-0- 

61 PAPUA40 (DJ) HakScg 11-0- 
041 PATROTGAMBM JJ5)(JMrttanB)AP0Bn«i(M)11-0- 

POLAR fUGHTISOF (9 Wind) MfcS VVWttms 11-0- 
11-0 - 11111F RANBOWfUONTTSt 14 . . . _ 

261131P THEHIBCHflfUEMtBjl^UtraBaPirtnflWIiPtaell-O 
01 S3 TORNSU20(8P.fi)rUdyBanemPPRwetaior n-o- 
411 vmU0S01Mp.mtlfcsMDefae)CM«ill4)- 

111225 AMFGEMJDAteiPUte&HlfteJMPIpeiBfl- 

BETTMB;4-1 Upwaoe.« Wotawfnrter.6-1 *haini«.M faffcOB-PahW Bra 
12-1 aews 

1997: QUAKERS FCU) 11-0 0 Qdtagta (8-1) 6 L Moon 12 n> 

beat City Hall 1X1 in 25-runner grade I hurdle ft 
(2m It. good) «tti Amitse (41b beta ofi) 64M 5lh. 

Water m 2nd d a to Levflicus In novtce turtle ft Kobo 
Bl In 13-rurme 4yo novice hudle a Kelso (2m nOyd, 

soB). 
to SOU) 

beat Job _ 
_ . I d 6 io hon Ccirty Xr _ ..... . _ 
Emperor 112nd d 13 to Sad Mad Bad Hi 4yo handicap tamfle ft faydod. (2ro. 
Beat short-head 2nd d 17 toVeretan In novice hurtle ft Fotastone (2m If 

^odf'KSSaljar,l5^dLdYu Hon Ccirty Xme.ln 4ye hunfle a Lwoanfclwm goodI to 

RAMBDW FRONT©) was very smart ft Ireland aid can alow tor Ms Triumph ta» 

4.50 CUVEE HAM NOVICES HUNTERS CHASE 
(£7.254: 3m 10 (11 runners) 

F5P-1PF AHOY BURNETT 6 (D.S) ftte E Bsmtf) Ifcs S Fortta 9-12^1 .HrC Wteon (7) 
P62-111 COiBTt GAYU(S Wdcody S WtacOCS 11-13-0 UT IMdflcamte (7) | 
32F-1F1 COOlf ABBEY 10 (FflUMrcC Moore) Ms C Moon 6-12-0 ItaLTonptafl) 
yPU-111 lfrflBJ 12P (F.6.S) ffi Catantal G an*1» 8-12-0 .... . Mr M Mmei gl 
ff-FIII MARTHA'S BuY 17 ff.S) (D RoOMSod) 0 RoUbod 7-12-0 ta i totesw fT) 

1452-11 MR 0CK 2BP (FGj)(Mrc j Ctggl' MbJ Coops 8-12-0 »SMe 
MPP« 0rmWH0USE4P(FAS)arjAIWylSWiyrM2^ 

(R (teon) R Masoa 7-12-0 Mr E tMtams I 113-202 SHUIS STAR 25P 

601 
602 
603 
604 
605 
606 
607 
606 
SOB 
610 
61) 
BETTING: 7-2 iHteg. VI Coo* AOOey 5-1 W Bet 6-1 Cwrah Gflfc, 7-1 ItartVs Bo» 8-1 Hltastiiw 
laa 70-1 The faro ttewr. )4-i often 

1997- BfTOFAMXUP USD 1* P HacHng 19-4) M J Rdwt 9 ra« 

Coofe Abbey tea Abbey Lad Bl In 10-rumer hunter dare ft 
Newaslle (2» 41, good to M. Manta's Boy beat Joy Pa Lte 

__________ 2161 in Ifi-nmner novice tar® dwe ft Sbatiwd (3m. pood). 

Safi's Star 1313rdoiSu&nhmowrinIwiter cfia9ft Sradowt lanN. flood). TheRwnMaftft 
101 2nd ol 7 Io Bun OThe Crowd in hurer chare at Heretad (3m ll IlOyd. good ft Arm) 
HBBrtstww Lass heat CtaneoBkf 151 in huter dase ft Mtsirt (3ro IJ. soil). 

COMEDY GAYLE s regarded as a rising sa by rai port-tiH»W correspoodOT 

5.20 BARTON & GUESTH1 HANDICAP HURDLE (£10.736:3m) (16 rumens) 
64-4112 TOWETOO 18 (DS) (Pete# U® N TwdiMSric 711-10 

FORM FOCUS 

... M 16 (D5) ffe.---- - , — 
-1)6423 SPDBJO IB ftte S Oftenooty 0 McWsoi til-lO - B JBhewn 
4-iajff S1«B*IADY«(&S)BpiemeLaOyPins)MbsHKngte7-11-9 GBMNy 

1PP3U11 TOE mus 20 p.S£) 9ks J Uouft) N TwtofrOartaS 7-11-7 C Lftwefto 
-04104F HALE DEHRMi 16 (Dj^i) IV SWMIb) N T-fttateJ-llft l faSrTS 
U2.2RJF THE LAST R8B 8 (0E.S3) ftl JtSeen) Mrs S Sa*h 6-11-5 _. .R Guest 

211R) NOCKSKY 15 (D5) rTteft M Woe HH-- .A.PMcScy 
1FT1* SON OF ANShSm 9 f£Sl (F Saoftbuyl 1*5 M Jona 5-11-2 N WtemS* 
&S502 IWCLE DOUB 26 (&5) 10 Seri) J Eyn 7-11-0 .- - BStarty 

2421 DU) ROW®. 15JB) (Mn R CoreOI D ttmy 7-11-13 D Gabber u«i 
(MS112 WHAT'S YOUR SltftY 12 (HAS) UWrtffl P * »«■ 
2344240 NORIK BREEZE 15 WJ5) [M Jones) M Pipe 6-IB-11 g 
15P5113 BXIBIS BAY9 (OF&Sl (J Mtari B UewdMi 9-IB-W MttaeT Brerrar ® l» 
023-111 BOLD ClASaC 0 p.6.5) g Ators] J Atian 5-ltWD (4eq .. S My (7) 140 
pmfXU AU£Z WJNS 72Z (fLS) (Mrs C fartwyi « Henaeraft 9-1175 M A fta*o» - 
-2611P5 FORT DEB.Y 16 PS) p Dunoon) t MdtaraB (hi) 7-104) T J Usrpby 122 

Long handcftL Fen Dofty 9-12 

BET7W8:5-1 Proms. 11-2 Torptaea 6-1 SpeftC Boft Desic. 1M Hndshy, BdMs B^. IM Sm 0 
Aitshn Uncta Doug. Old And. 141 08ns. 

1097- ESCAfiTEHKJE 5-11-Tfl R Qu«qodr (6-1 W 0 WcWtar 17 rarr 

TMnpetn 4) 2nd of 24 » Wisrtafile Boer in hamtep Artie ft 
Ctelanham Gm H. good ft Sflfl) nift SWnW (1 ft Wter oB) 4141 

__ arc and Kate Oaring (3(6 tetfor ofl) Wi Tte Proms beat 

Wnnahalti ill ft i2-nnw hanfiap huflfe ft Sandcm (2ni 6f. soia Son Ot Ansftan Wl MoT7 
to Beymar In haratop furSe ft Ctepsfew(2m M II(W. OH Rornrst feSiftrt MAM 
1 til in 19-runne( maiden lante at Hurttogdoi (Sn 5( 11(W. OKtf) Whft s You amr 2^12nd d 
10 to (fed's Ud in (otfeap tuA ft littotea t2m 6f. KXi5oid Cjasste deft Smttr Too tjfirr 8- 
navsr taraSop bunfie at USCEtefer |3m. good) witti Mens Bay |5fc better ofl) ill 3rd. 

Conditions could be testing by Wa port and OLD RQUVEL sUys tower 

FORM-FOCUS 

33S (2m llOyflhriJe) i, MonruneFc 
PttwS.5-1 lav): 2. Tftetan (14-1); a! 
Mountain (6-1) 11 ran. NR: Aka 

YESTERDAY'S 
RESULTS 

Ascot 
Oolng: Boon 

2.00 [2m 4l trite) 1. Just Mp g A 
McCarthy. 20-1); Z Wortcostaloibu [16- 
1); 3. Golden Eapte P-2) Benatom 11-10 
lav. 20 ran. NR: Hft Hoo Yaoom Nk. 31. 
Mia L Fbdwfc. Tote C19.70: £5.30, £3 90. 
a 10. OF: £13950 Tno: £19330 CSF- 
£256.78 

2.30 (3m 110yd ctr) 1. Perryman (N 
Wffamson. 5-1 co-lav). 2. Bank A»*nue 
Q3-1). 3.1«y Mac (S-1 co-bvl Jmmy s 
Cross 5-1 co-fa/ 13 ran. 2tet. 7i. K Bafcy 
Tale £8 10; £210. £9.60. d 40 DP: 
£17020 Tno E274 70 CSF:CH2B4 

3.05 (2m 3f 110yd ch) 1. Hoft Wtertor (G 
Bradley. 10-1). Z Strong Patadrr (7-1). 3. 
Morsrock (14-1) Ask The Butter (I) 100-30 
lav 3 ran. Nft Tnona's Hope 101. 3 C 
Broote. Tot* £1230; E2.7Q £1 90. £2.00. 
DF £2330. Trw £82.60. CSP £86.40 
Tricast £861.46. 

Monrune Fane IB 
Doan 

_ (6-1) It ran. NR: Aka Irte- 
nallonal. U 3W- J Adam. Tot* £4 70. 
£1.80, E4.O0. £260 DF: £48.70 Trw. 
£103.70. CSF: £8438 Thcast E383 1Z 
4.10 (3m hue) 1, Supreme Charm (NWte- 
laneon, 9-2 lav), 2, fesea Fteme (11-2J-" 3. 
Dorrtng Bridge (9-1); 4. Bartend Sovereiqn 
(14-11 17 ran. tel 91 K Bailey. Tale £4 4); 
£1.60, £1.70. D 30. £4 90. DF' ES30. Trw 
£1130 CSF: £2337. Trice*' £20320. 

4^5 (2m 3110yd ch) 1. Busmen (Aft DS 
Jones, 11-2); 2, Repeal The Dose M 2-1): 3, 
Eez-AKN (10-1). Rarcheck 13-8 Eav 12 
ran NR: vtei Sons. Nk, 3. K Pearce Tote 
£670: £1.70. £1.90. £330 DF. £2780 
Tno. £16630. CSF- £6038 

530 (2m 110yd Bat) 1. Katea Ciiarm (Mr R 
Wakley. 20-1): 2. Good Tbne Melody (B-1); 
3. Junc^ (8-1) Msler Sondmrtcn 2-1 fav. 
22 ran. NR: Ctednal Cobh. Charite Sddte 
Nearly A Doctor. 41. ft R Price. Tate 
E18.0); E39a £360. £2.10 DF: £161.70 
TrW £16550. CSF £753 71 

jackpaC not vren tpad ot £84,786.01 
carded fanrerd to AMree today). 

Ptecspot £3365.00 Quadpoc £36a0O. 

Catterick 
Going: flood (good to aa« In places) 

2JO{5fl 1, Sansffivafe(K Dariey. 7-Z):2, 
WHteone Alley (8-1); 3. Ridcy Whisky (6-4 
lay) 7wj Sh hd. 2W J£y»a Tote £4 ID: 
£220. £3 40 DF' £1380 CSF-£25 16 

250 (im 31 214yd) I. Make flaltevo (D 
Hanteon, 9-1); 2. Usl Up (9-1). 3. 
OpwaBc (15ft lav) 8 ran. Sn bd. 3L M 
Potafasa. Totfl- £1090; £300. £190. 
£1 » DF. £43 20 CSF- £7829 Tncasl 
Cl 9735 

335 (71) 1. Scathebuy ID HoDand 5-2 
lavi; Z Snappy Times (10-U: 3. jay 
Beveled (50-1) 19 ran 2'M. rid K BurKe. 
TOte 1350. £130. £4 00. £900 OF 
XI5 90. CSF £29 30 Tno: £379.30. 

355 (im 51 175yd) V Kathryn's P« (A 
Cuinana. 9-4 tav). 2 Ohatouroeven (5-1): 3. 

Tncast £16083 

4J0(5i2l2ydj 1. Torrent (tembertey Hart. 
8-1); Z Uocesden] (4-5 tav); 3. Ftsi Frame 
(20-1). ii ran. NR. Di*a Nurse 71. sn hd 
T BtaOn Toro- £8 60 £2 4a £1 10. £4 40 
DF- £430 Tno. £21 OO. CSF £1392 

5.05 (71) 1. Iftght 01 Glass lD Holland. 9- 
1), 2, Rambo MValtzer (6-1): 3. Firs! Mate 
(12-1): 4. Three Fa A Pound (5-2 tart 18 
ran. Sh hd. W j Eyra Trto ffi 20: £150. 
£250. £2 70. Cl 80 DF- £1990 Tno 
£7020 CSF- £62 06 Tncasl-£57726 

Placepot £4820 Quat^xa: £720. 

Folkestone 
QofnQ:ga)d 

2.10 (51) 1. Ertnaismgh (J Gaiobad. 20-11. 
2. Patony (5-2 fl-lav): 3. Simpson's Domain 
(14-1) Secret Haven 5-3 p-tew 7 ran Sir 
fid, !«. C Dwyer, foe: £2180. £630 
£120 DF* £22.60 CSf:t€589 

3.40 (5i) 1. Divine Mis&-P (D Sweeney. 11- 
4 lav): 2. BnQhi Pftagon (14-1). 3. 
SBToyorMM-l) 12 ran V.I. 2. J CuHnars 
Tote £390: £180. £7.50. £190 OF' 
E26S0 Tno £152.00 CSF: W 29 
Tncagr C60795 

3.15 fTf) 1. King Slayer (J Slack, 6-1). 2. 
Waih The EHort (33-1): 3. Angela t12-l j 
(taiie Brandy 5-2 tav. 13 ran S. 1*1 B 
smart Tote C102&. £130. SOD. £310 
OF £30900 Tno nefi won CSF' £18890. 

3.45 (60 1. WafFsFotylC Ritter, 2&1). 2. 
Kernel (6-1): 3. GaHy Mft (20-1) Swrm 
FnxntK Eaa ID-11 lav 9 ran Nk. rfr. G 
Chariet-Jortes Tore £2630: £3 90. £230. 
£5.10. DF: £88-30 CSF. €19615 Tno. 
£114 BO. 

430 (Im 41) 1, Tmity See# <Pa Eddery. 9- 
4l3vi:2.La5lKra0ht(7-1): 3, CuT Diamond 
(9-1) 11 ran ft 51 J Dunlop Tots- £2 70. 
ei4a £1.70. £710 DF £1390 CSF 
£1831 Tricasi £117.40. Tno-£168 30 

455 IQ 183yd] 1. Big Ben (Dane OTicA 
TO-tl: 2. Ctanee (l<- IT: 3 Sea Spouse M-1 
|Hav) Gar Unc 4-1 F-lav 14 ran NR 
Kosew. Young Masai ft. sh M R 
Harmon Tore £14 90: E4.60. £6 SO. £2 ID. 
DF. £25060 CSF: £14703 Trcasl 
£631 52 Trin £24950. 

525 (Im It U9yd) 1. Easfwel HaD (J 
Inure, 33-1); 2. Aspraro Dmca (14-1); 3. 
Hevagnti PrmcKS (<-l faw) 15 ran t«(. 
2*-l RCuie.Tote £53 717. £5 60. £6 20. 
£260 OF' £356.40. Tno nor won CSF 
£44486 Tricasi £2.091 74 

Placepot: £12,967.70 QuxJpot £390.70 

LEICESTER 
THUNDERER 
2.15 Topatori. 2.45 Tajasur. a20 Cape Hope. 3.55 
Bunty. 4.30 Dutch Lad. 5.00 Anemos. 5^0 
Oaryabad. 

Our Newmarket Correspondent 2.45 Late Night 
Out 4JO JAMORIN DANCER (nap). 5.00 Anemos. 

GOING: GOOD TO SOFT DRAW: NO ADVANTAGE SIS 

2.15 HARBQROUGH FILUES HANDICAP 
{£3.818: Im 8yd) (13 runners) 

(171 040- SONG OF SKYE 228 (F) T NanaKon 4-10-0 OfabnO 
(3) 313- SUMYBl£lG9(F)CVna4-9-10 .. JW 
(St 631- nPATOR1109 (F^}MT«npkns 4-9-10 . . DBiftS 
15) -040 OUR WAY26 (DJ) M Man 4-8-13 . DMeraafti{7) 
(1) >50- ELEfiANT DANCE 31B J Sheehan 4-6-9 - . - ACfeft 
(7) 1133 AftlDUAS UB.0DV 5 ,G.S) S Bomg W-9 

CTtaj»e(3) 
(2) OOO- LMMCKLADV197 S)BRo«Mdl 46-9 _. M Fatal - ^ ^ D s+3 

CftUte 85 
(io) 240- dusts'nsemai^1 

9 (11) 0501 SOLOISTS SOM7J R Hodges 5-0-3-TSpnta ~ 
10 (4) 00S- SMARTS«RJT 1S3»teMfiwetor 43-2.. ACUIftme 7B 
11 (13) 603- MM05A10U (Dfl M (Unai 5-7-13 - M Harry 77 
12 (8) 560- PEWEC7POPPY 1S8SOW4-7-C-Jttto B2 
13 (9) m- mSYA»a 33) MtaB Samar, 5-7-10 

1X3 facte* (7) £8 

4- 1 Artonfa Mfady. 61 Sum tee. 7-1 Tcwtai. LMftCk lady. 8-1 Song Ot 
Sta. Oteefs tasoriii Smart ft»rt. t&-t ofca 

2.45 LDDDIN&TON CONDITIONS STAKES 
(3-Y-O: £4,916:51218yd) (5) 
1 (4) 530- BOLO HX3E173 (D3) R HaMH> 96 . OsneOTWI 102 
2 (1) 315- LATEMGKTOUT 129(D.G)WJane9-0 — JReld 94 
3 (3) 1- TAIASUR 277 ®3) J Cte*3p 9-0. RWs SZ+ 
4 (2) 5200 CLASSYCLEO 5 (D.F.ELS) P E«B8-9 .. JFEu* (ffil 
5 (5) 10- VAXRAPTOE337(0JftwriDB8-7 - . SDnwroe 82 

5- 4 BoU Edge. 2-1 Taftsu. 9-2 U)e ftfti Chl 13-2 Qaev Dec. Ml Vatoide. 

3.20 BURTON OVERY SELLING STAKES 
(3-Y-O: £2.490:51218yd) (13) 

(12) 00-2 JUNOR MUR* 101 10 (BF.G) J E 
Hi 4-54 CAPE HOPE f9 J Atetaosr 9-0 

Berry 9-5 PFtssey(3) 78 
94).. . A Ctart 80 

(71 066 GLENSTAL LAD 57 R Holinshcad 9-0 - .. DHoSwd 68 
(ft 3505 PEIWLESS 55 (6J N Met 9-0. . . KimTttW W 
(41 -148 SCOTLAND BAT 40 R Hanacn 9-0 . — RHughto LgJ 
(3l DM AWA LADY SO C D»»i« S-9 .... JG«oMd(7) » 
(8) 000- CObEteNyS GAMBLE 124 8 3sugh 8-9 . A&ttara 49 
(9) 02-6 KATHES PET 5 R faOOK 6-9 UHewy 62 
(5) 0-46 PdAGfl MOlffiKTl 45 J S Mcwe B-9 PP Murphy P) 54 
(Bk 06-0 UAMBLE*SPENSUN68ASaifeyB-9 .... OWrtgM 57 

HO) WSSJUaroCesgraeM -.  tifflmw - 
12 (111 M SPWMG B6AC0N13 (tel C Alto> 8-9 MaMiOwytf « 
13 (IJ) UNCHAKDW.OOYMnBm 8-S MFenfen - 

5-2 Sraowr fay. 97 June* tarffin. 5-1 Sawn PtL 6-1 Cape Hope- 10-1 
Ptamws. 12 r Spong Saw. i4-r GteaolL*t >6-r aim 

3.55 LEVY BOARD KNIGHTON MEDIAN AUCTION 
MAIDEN STAKES (2-Y-O: £2.427. 5i 2yd) (9) 
i «1 BONAMUSmyM --- ... - KOrefey 
2 (?) GOLDEN RAMBW B LWman W TSento 
3 W 0 GOLDEN BEEP 7 B HottWiod 9-0 - A McCarty |5) 
4 191 jaaWTKMDCNTrt»Wi . . _ DHamson 

5 (61 LEGAL VENTURE B Medan . Pat Eric cry 
6 15) 4 BUNTY 6 0 tteyo 6-9 . . - - .. . RCoArar* 
7 |7| FAHFRAE U HnnsvElfc 8-9 . . SDnwns 

fi (7) MDMGHT BSPLAY C Ow 8-9 flytar 
9 IS) 5TARVME R Skw 6-9 . . _ . . J Brutal 

M 

2-1 Bon Arm. 5-2 Legal Vovee 13-2 &rt/. 7-1 Gotten fianbw. 8-1 faro*. 12- 
l Jatattetra. ifc-1 Gotten fad. 2D-1 ertnerv 

4.30 LANGHAM MAIDBI STAKES (£3.558: Im 41} (8) 
1 (SI 6- SHIRTY233T344-9-17 _ - .. RCocftra* 45 
2 (1) 50- BLEEtrS LWIY 338 G tJtatfsvn 4-9-7 . . G Carer 55 
3 (7; 0- COURT SHARES126SSaduo 37-6 - .. . JRafl ~ 
4 (S) D32- DUTCH LAP 160 W) M Tamjfcre >B-t DOWS 051 
5 14) 332- KDtMAAJ222(BhJDutop3-M - P»Ed«y « 
6 16) 32- JWlORHOAHCKieOIBnujanraJ-M PfW«m TO 
7 13) KW6W STYLE JStwnan 5-8-6 ACfeA - 
B iD 0- GUESTEHWY234 C«en3-9-1 .- NCaWe «9 

5 J tnrtvrm) W rimii Ijd 3-r Jarmnn [ante if laaen'i Lair. 20-1 Shrif. 

25-1 Sues: lim. 53-1 Cant Dew. >ing d St?1e. 

5.00 SIMON BE MONTFOKT MAIDEN STAKES 
(£3.655: Jm 11218yd) (6) 

03- ARSiaS 146UJar,e3-5-7 .... 
4- CHBT 149 W Tdigihas 3-8-7. 

34- EL«AYai»Jftai(ro3-fi 7- 
0-5 RA1ATT6 MniCecil 3>8-7 
48- YKCBffn3JL fan'! 3^-7 . . 

Mfarama 41 
... p Ramson 
-DB1K6 Qol 
.- Rhfts & 
_jwesva 68 

OanMcXaoan 66 

54 Bran. 2-' OeL4-i flams. !<-l Ray*. 20-1 Wicsa.25-1 toll 

5J30 KIBWORTH HANDICAP 
(£4.1 T5' Tf) (20) 
) !7> JOD- SLSPlfBS2)0JULHStasm4-9-13.. DHdftd 88 
2 (20i ODD- STAR TALEHI TBS (d/.GJSI I fcwnq 7-9-11 SIDbAMift « 
3 (5) 110- JAY-OKE-TV.DIBJV,p)8VAuttsi4-9-10 DUcKaown ES 
t (Ki 040- TH5»CA1G6iaSlB’.tnna)i6-91ij.. . TSprate 1« 
5 j(i 5-00 uum5(Di£)fi5-9-5 . ACiiHtt 91 
6 iD W» DELTA Sti£l 76 (F) V Sam 6-96 . . CRute 102 
T (2) 04-2 WHAN BRAVE 5 B Mctax 4-9-5 - -. PaBMay 94 
B ffi 235- BOATER 1B5J(F)BtS»Ci-9-3 . - - - uFeaton 103 
9 (19) 033- tfVaiGOURDE223ifillfartfSH4-9-1 

DaeOTteil B7 
ig (in 040- ADttflALS FLAIC 222 ICT.S) C 7-8-13 . JRdd HE 
11 (18) D60-»SK80TOSMMG136(Si7UcAuS^?3-3-rQ . jf^an 94 
12 115) 3-23 SEVBinY30(BF|WHaa:«-T .Flyreh 101 
IT (ID -345 (JESBRAE16(COM1 Dti-jintt687 . CtuirtlBrp) TOO 
« (16) 125- TITAN 174 (D.G) S Do* 3-8-5-- - WRyan 89 
15 (10) SOU DARYASAD16 (O.F.&S) R tfcsnin 68-3 . ft Cretan 102 
16 131 311--TC>PBlARY5UNSEI145(F£3JJQBur4-e3 JQtann 107 
17 lb! 050- IM«aFPraRCne2J6ifciF2 . AMretaT 99 
16 i9> -030 ALFAHAAL24 (CJ.S) C faw 58-2 _ DRIItCft* 101 
19 fllj -SB PfitftDWMSl7J(V2LS)lr6*%5-7-Il 

AUcCaruiyti) 104 

M |!Jl 038- OWttftSSSLFASJErMOttceai-i’-HI. ttrrTWJcr 89 

51 wiattat. 7-1 Ti»iarySuwr S-i toTaiai i(M Uuon. Hew* GNt 
Rocw 5fKdri. 12-1 Jar<we-i«. TTertsa Detaae <4-1 aftaru 

TAUNTON 
THUNDERER 
3-2B Fortunes Rose. 2.55 Ambleside. 3.30 Forest 
Boy. 4.05 Queen’s Ride. 4.40 into The Clan. 5.10 
Still In Business. 5.40 Fill The Bill. 

Carl Evans: 5.10 Moorland Highflyer. 

GOING: GOOD (GOOD TO SOFT IN PLACES) SIS 

2.25 PfTMINSTER SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE 
(£1.658:3m 110yd) (16 runners) 

1 /P-0 TEARLESSWQWBl8(S)RBate7-12-0 CRata (7) 
2 -OOF TOEME30CANSGONE49(S)DGeugtqlO-IMO GSopgla 
3 33* TALENT SPOTTER 917 RSnAh 11-11-5 _ P Haney 
« 455P RVTHU ROCK 93 (Bf)R J»de 9-lM- Guy Lnwte 
5 323P ROMAi/TO52CPatternS-112._.MHNaughmn 
6 2P-0 LOOK H TOE 1IRR0R 9 N TwHan-faiKi 7-10-12 JGaVndn 
7 PB40. ffflSt-8 17®D.6) L Rurwj 8-10-11 L&wvnhs 
8 KPO KARKXflGH BOY 8 (DE.W) It Fiosl 10-10-11 T D'Camor (5l 
9 2000 AUCFSMRROR15(B^.&S)KBrstmp9-10-11 LCorcoran(5) 

10 2103 SOUTH WIST EXPRESS 21 (S) D Wtaille 6-10-8 . R Massey 
1) 0301 VISCOUHTTHiY21 (GS)CJactefln 1H0-5 RTlurttn 
12 34P3 CADBURY CASTLE 17 G OarieWones 4-10-5 RShittakna 
13 -2F5 RWTUMES ROSE 23 J King 6-1M-- A Boo 
14 P5P4 UP THE TSteO 23 PFardl 9-1 CM)- CWeWi 
15 6(00 CLUBS ARE TRUMPS 12 W) P ftd) 7-10-0.MGrtWa 
16 0606 FEnWSeBI7MBrt»tlO-0- MfiteMir 

6- 1 Satei WCsl Eipross. 7-1 LaaL In Tim Man*. Fortune; fare. KM aSm 

2.55 WSM MERCEDES BENZ SPRINTER NOVICES 
CHASE(£3,856:2ml10yd)(7) 

1 01421 AVAHT1 EXPRESS 17 (C£5)CE«Bttn 8-11-7 .. R Thorton 
2 ID? PHWmVESTREAK5(C.siit fade® 7-11-7 . TOastante 
3 F212 STORM DAMAGE 33 M.OS) P MBicfc 6-11-TP»de 
4 2U44 AUBLESDE 97 (D.SJ **C S WUarc (1^- S MBW 
5 -5f3 BIYA 30 DMcCNn 6-n-O.-.— S Wynns 
6 0B45 MRPOPPLETON12R8raifw>K9-)l4)  -SDrtan 
7 5244 SH4SE OF VALUE 70 (D.F S) J Smtt 9-10-9 I* 0 IfcPtel IS) 

7- 4 A«na Erows. 2-1 aim Lwsgt 5-1 AuMesUe fHrrtew Swak. U l 
Bln. 14-1 Shoo » Value. 25-1 Mi Pflwtctoa 

3.30 ORCHARD RESTAURANT MAIDEN HURDLE 
(Dlv I: £1.616: 2m If) (14) 

1 POP BUZ2ARD3BBLBU0Y 7(B) RSroife 9-11-5 G Hogan 
2 4-50 FOREST BOY 12 UR Booh? 5-11-5.. S MtNrf 
3 FOUR OF SPADES 37FR Hodges Ml 5 _ TDosconm; 
4 2/2 IRBIALLT 22 TFoolo 7-11-5 .R TtaWon 
5 6P TUMR COTTAGE 28 P Purdy B-i r-5 .... SBun»*i 
6 00 VMMKGTOWN 115PfsicA5-H-S ... . Buy LEWS (3) 
7 00 care LAIC 134 R Fi 03 Ml-P ... ._. .. JFrosr 
8 P CHHtRY LEE B2 J C Pnition 6-11 -0. Leesa Long 
i OPP «0RAroSHB»Y23MCsHEriv7-ii-O . HEWttpl 

ID 4003 SffiLAS DREAM 17HHone5-11-0- GStenUWT) 
11 PO TWOS 4? N flytte 4-ID-I3. _ .. S Wyme 
12 BROAD IADYP fatten, 4-18-8 —.SF« 
13 06 GOCHTT13 P Hiai 4-10-fl. E fasdanfl (3) 
>4 4 JAR6LYNYVE 20 Ite M Jones, 4-1M . - Mi 5 OwaOi (51 

WTrene®. T-2ijnftynyve.7-1 Sfteilai Dream.8-1 F«eslBoy. 12-1 offer, 

4.05 ORCHARD RESTAURANT MAIDEN HURDLE 
(Owl. £f.Gffi- 2m If) (131 

1 6023 BRAWE 170PFan4 5-H-5  RGreene 
: 0 DIETS SPUR 50 0 Gaagmv 5-11-5 GSuppfeS) 
3 0- UTILE BEAU 378 Mrs J roung 711-5 . M H ItouaMnn 151 
4 40 PAGQWGTON J0AC5 12 0 McCain 5-11-5 - - - 5 Wynne 
5 /OOO SIEKT ACTDM 9 N Snrfli 6-11-5 .. _ . M Shamdl 
6 2-50 SVIVEST® l7McABrortB-)l-5 . ... MrSDmdr/5) 
7 0 ICSSUASS42RSniff5-11-0  JG«S«n(r) 
6 0-6 NOBLE CAN0M1RE 17D VAnW6-U-O.RBofanw 
9 0- PHOEBE TOE FREEBEE 397 Ita S Ritforteron M1-0 ... - 

10 rtJF- PRIOR'S CORNER 39CP P Hwtei 7-11-0 . G Upton 
n QUSH'SRM TftirJeiS-11-0 . -R Thunon 
12 620S 50RG OF KBAA 42 IB) B UHrran 6-11-0 .. D fata (31 
13 PF REWARD SBC Aten 4-10-13.JMaowO) 

9-4 itaL 3-1 Queen's fate. 3-2 Seng ot haute. B-i Dom. l2-i ofterc 

4.40 WSM MERCBIES BENZ ACTROS HANDICAP 
CHASE (£4.241:3m) (6) 

1 1U5U CLARE MAN 9 (D.F£5) NT-Ctines 10-n-iQ JGr*WBn(7) 
2 Ml WT0 7HEiajWil9/D/.S|MiS5Hton)tt6-IJ-5 

UrSDmcL(5l 
3 3PS4 OHSOHWBYS1(D.V5)RanBlO IM - JL««i 
4 5PP3 SPACE CAPPA15 (B5l V Ewtan 10-iOG lfci V Ssphere 
3 -243 JAIBREAKER 108 (GS1 B Mlhun 11-10-0 .. D Sate (3) 
6 /P6F ROGOUAK8(6)B Vmn 12-10-0 .. -SF« 

7-4 hp TCr Cfan. 3-1 (fee Man. 9-7 -tartrate. 5-1 Dh Go tatty. 8-1 Space 
Cappa 16-1 Heasaw 

5.10 WSM MERCEDES BENZ VffO HUNTERS 
CHASE (£1,523:3m) (12) 

1 U1P2 HOUANO HOUSE 9 (D/.65) P Oanatf 12-12-7 
MrUPonman(7) 

2 6PW ttWCQJUEXPRESS8(S)Mr.Ytete 10-12-7 MrPStectaypJ 
3 24)8 BBJWTHURISPBftsn9-1245 - MfJBamfflp) 
4 -131 BUS(nHECROVn)12(1)f)Ataide(1l-i:-0 

MrDAtos4ttteey(7) 
5 S-3P CQRMSH WAYS 28 (Df) R Lame rO-12-O . MBS S Young (7) 
6 PS-2 GDLDQl DROPS 26 (D.5) A Hnos 10-12-0 Mr D UcPfaB f 

' " £.S)HT« 7 Si-3 JBLAD12P 
B 
9 

Tud 12-12-0 .. Miss v Roberts 
UT MOORLANDH&fflYtR 15(S)AHotfc?-l2-j) HrLMnJ|7) 

-051 SECRET FOIST 12P (D.F.G.5) M651 fttiey 12-12-0 
Use I Cm (7) 

-22P STfliBi BUSMSS WP (D F.6.S) H Barter lb-13-0 
MrTICtcMfS) 

11 -212 VALNWJ IIP (D.G5I Us 8» 11-12-0 ._ ItaN Harts pi- 
12 -6FP DUST CF UFE18P R Pocoe* 6-H-9 . Mr A HmeybaR (7) 

52 Bus 0The Dm). 7-2 Rotor House. 9-2 ail ft Bictas. 6-1 Secret Four. 
7-) vtaat 12-1 Gotten [nqx, lb-l Monianl 20-1 Jfoz 

10 

5.40 ORCHARD PQRTMAN HANDICAP HURDLE 
(£2.710:2m 10 (9) 

1 0324 EASY USTCMKS 25 (V.C0.6.S1 H Hw* 6-12-0 SShentti(7) 
2 F221 MRS SM 7 (D.Fi) P Nldnfts 6-11-10 (7a) . L Curort (5) 
3 2044 HAfiKTHOfiE?1 (SIRCSiirtn5-11-6 - . APHBB 
4 3166 FUtHEBU.26DUOMRife6-M-1 ..... . TDarento 
5 25P5 HWBYUffilSlC/.eiiJSmdha tl-t Mr 0 McF&xtt (51 
6 210 TCAATRAL 51 PJJS1C Eceton HM.. R Ttartai 
7 5-PP RRB}«»a8fflJJ)CPD0lHii8-lW . MHUtortam® 
B 4130 HGH Lflft 71 (D/511 Jorc. KHO-7  .Ifc* E J Jins 
9 451) DRAGON fiWfi 17 (ED.SJ C Baniril 6-1M.. ttSDtnei(5j 

4-1 Dragon ftr. 9-2 Un Em. 5-1 Easy LWwig. 6-1 Fete Ttfa BU. 7-1 Hartrel 
House. Teaatret. ffigfi (o». 6-1 tthed. 

> i 

? 

17. 
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Midi; Christopher Irvine offers his assessment of how the Super League season will unfold 
defi 
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-- 1 
j 1st: VI MGAN WARRIORS || 

PWLNOBIE 

-.. . Back at Wembley, back in every 
sense. With David Whelan'S 

■ money behind them and John 
Monie once more at the coaching 

WiHMy helm. Wigan's multitalented team 
W is set to restock the Central Park 

trophy cabinet. Watch out for 
Jason Robinson as a leading 

V candidate for player of the 
season. 

Coach: Jotai Monie (Aus). imported Nov 1997 
Qnound:Central Partt icspadty: 17^03J . ,, ... 
1897: Super League: Fojth Chsiange Cup- Fourth round- PiMiitashtp: Winners. 
World etc cf*rn3oretf«j.- Ouarter-fi.T.Tfc 
Tranrt«:ln:M6rf StQeoiwi. DBetts (Auci^.RMc&jnT»(*Pj2^. A 
Mwrw(London). DMoore (Marty) Sue DEflson tCasOetord). PGeorge(WttiosJ.D 
Murray (tancaahw Lyra). G Talec (CastWord). P KotaL S Lsstef, t Surratt (afl 

Bading: 8-51 (Coral) 

---1 
[ 2n d: ST HELENS |] 

. flBLu. Shrewd signings have put wel- 
come depth in the Saints squad. 

;>'>• Paul Sculthorpe is a prize capture 
^ ' and should develop his consider- 

V . * ^ -v able talents. Provided that they 
~ A:P stay dear of the injuries which 

coJ^*r.:_T severely troubled them last year, 
the 1996 champions can recapture 
the form of two years ago. 

Coach: Shaun McPae (Ausi, denary 1996 
Ground Knowsteyftoad (19,100) _ 
1987: Super League Third ChafenoeCdp Winners. Preteerslnp- Runners-up WCC. 
QuarTer-faete. 
Transfers: Ire P Atchesofl. P Devidscn. 0 Gofcfep** ran CMdhjml. P bafitfurpe 
(Wafrtngssni, C Smith (Cesttetorcn. O Smith (Sydney Si George). Out D Amok! 
(Huddersfield) S Booth. A ttm S Preset* (a* Hull). 0 McVgy (Australa). C Matey 
(Wamngton). A Northsy (NorttmncDon HU). 
Betting: 7-1 

3rd: BRADFORD BULLS 

Twenty straight wins gave 
5 Fi J. S F fl Bradford the tide last year. Their 

-■pT*_power and size will still take some 
f stopping and Shaun Edwards 

supplements brawn with the best 
brains in the game, but the 

/Qj suspicion persists that the Bulls 
q peaked in 1997. 

tU)|I Coactr MaunewSCott (Aus). September 1996 
mifil nlUlL3f Ground: Odsal (25,000) 

1897; Super League- Winners. Cnafienge Cup. 
Ruras up. Premterehjp. Quarter-foals WCC. 
Quarter-foots 

Transtars: in: P Deacon (Oldham). S Edwards (London). T Vafcona (Hjn Out G 
Chrtstre fWttws RU), P Loughfo (Huddersfield). G Tomfown (Hun. J WWertwg 
(Huddersfield). 
Bettngis-i 

.... ... The loss to Wigan in the Challenge 
LOffPOflE Cup semi-final exposed London as 
---- one-dimensionaL Don! be fooled. 

/gfifthw The campaign is a Jot about 
timing and the Broncos will have 
their act honed come the play-offs. 

W 'fA Orach: Tony Cune (Aus). January 1996. 
U.I.. ... N Ground: Skxjp Memorial (£L500) 

\ -- / 1887: Super League: Second. Challenge Clro: 
Fifth round. Prorn«ysrtp Ouartw Snala VAX' 

\ ' - l QuatBr^nate. 
Transtara: b): G Air (Vtawana). M Canod (ManM. 
D Chapman (Penhv. L Goodrm (OMham). 0 

^ rtagtes (Perth), S Retchtess (South Queent- 

Bmdogs]. « ro««, (S»* a«aCc^1,SXi,r,a^<&SS3 
Wetooume). S Edwards (BradtonJ). A Martin (Meteoume). A Mesirov (Wigan), G 
Bmwidr. A Duncan. A Hamilton. K Howard. D Krause. P Smtev M Seaby, K ToOy (aD 
Australia) 
DeBtefl-.rUi 

5th: SHEFFIELD EAGLES 

There are likely to be several 
— claims to the last precious play-off 

spot, but by reaching Wembley, 
the unfanded Eagles have shown 
how far team spirit and self- 
confidenoe can go. What price 
Sheffield for a league and cup 
double and John Kear coach of the 
year? 
Coach; Join Kear (Eng). May 1997. 
Ground: Donltaley Stedrum (25.000) 
1987: Super Lmguer Bj**h Cnatange Cup 
Fifth round Premiership Senv^nate WCC: 6?u 
&JQ pant B. Transfers: to. MJaUtocn(HaBad.S 

Mofioy (Feattweton^. D Shaw (Cartwra). G Stephens (EU1). 0 Wauwi (South 
Quaerafcjnia. Gjc S Earwd, J Elba (bath Austraia), JA4 GerOa (Si Estave). O 
McAlfisr^ (Gold Coast), D Mycoa (W^eneid), A Thompson ft-W NR). 
Belling; 33-1. 

6th: LEEDS RHINOS 

v**, Masters of underachievemeni. 
%;-«<Qi£L\ Widely-respected new coach in 
v| p J ® Graham Murray and Leeds are 

I talking a good game Ability and 
pace in abundance. The question 
is composure. Will look to new 
Australian signings. Marc Glan- 
ville and Brad Godden, for a lift. 

Coach: Graham Muray (Aus). December 1987 
Ground: Heedngley (27503) 
1887: Super League Fifth Challenge Cup. SpnUinals Premiership Quarter-fnaS. 
WCC- 2nd. Euro pool B 
Transtara: Ire M GtenMte (Neucastte Kraghts). B Godden (Hunter). Out W Coffins 
(Dewsbury). 0 Gfason (FlaWaxi. P .-.Hwsan iSeifa«I). G ■ Warner 

Boding: 14-1 

Friday April 3 

HudderstteW v Bradlord {7.45) - 

Sunday Apr! 5 

Leeds v Wamngton 0.0). 
London v Hattlra O.CO . 
Salford v St Helens (3.0). 
Sheffield vrtalO.lS. 
Wigan vCasttetord (635). 

Friday April 10 

Caaflataro v Sheffield (730)... 
Haifa* v Huddersfield (7.33)... 
rtJI v London v3 15) -. 
St Hetensv Wigan ^.0)...... 
Warringior v Saftord (3.0). 

Sunday April 12 

8radk*tf v Leeds (6.3S). 

Friday April 17 

Leeds v Castteford (7.451__ 
Sheffield v Bradford (7.45). 

Sunday April 19 

Huddersfield v Si Helens (3.30) 
London v Warrington (&35). 
Salford v Hul (30). 
Wigan v Halifax (3 0). 

Friday April 24 
Leeds v Salford (7.45). 

Sunday Apr3 28 

HaffiaxvCasttetord (30). 
HuddersflekJv Sheffield (330) . 
Hufi v Bradford (3 IS). 
Si Helens v Waningioo (3.0) .. 
Wigan v London (6 351. 

Friday May 8 

Bradford v SI KeJena (7.451. 

Paul Sculthorpe: key 
signing for St Helens 

Saturday Mays 

Sheffield v Wigan (315). 

Sunday May 10 

Casileford v HuO (3 301. 
London *Leed3 (6 3S . 
Salford v Hudderefleid (3 0). 
Warrington v Haifa* (3 0) . 

Friday May 15 

L«d6 v Wigan (745) . 

Sunday May 17 

Bradford V Hafifa* (6 0). 

The dozen Super League captains will all have eyes on the main prize under the new top-five play-off format 

Wigan already have 
grand claims to title Rugby league resem¬ 
bles a great egg race, 
always striving to get 
somewhere by more 

fanciful means. Each season 
brings a crop of innovations. 
Now into its third year, the 
Super league again has rein¬ 
vented itself, except that this 
time the cries of “Eureka!" 
seem genuine. 

Determined optimism at the 
start of the first two summer 
seasons was wishful thinking. 
With the latest revamp, in 
particular the introduction of a 
top-five playoff system to de¬ 
termine the champion side, the 
dubs look to have struck on a 
winning formula. 

Without relegation, all 12 
sides can forget the fear of 
failure and aim for die top five 
where the rewards lie The 
higher the placing at the end of 
the league season, the easier 
the route is through the series 
of qualifying and elimination 
play-offs, culminating in a 
grand final at Old Trafford on 
October 24 with £275.000 
going to the winners. 

Matthew Elliott the coach 
of Bradford Bulls, the champi¬ 
ons last year under the dis¬ 
carded first-past-the-post 
system, was weaned on the 
play-off format in Australia 
and compares it to motor 
racing. “By finishing top. you 
acquire pole position and the 
best chance of going on to 
win." he said. “It’s great for 
fans and players boause it 
puts all the focus on the final 
game of the season." 

A further imaginative idea 
is the Super League “road¬ 
show" during a mid-season 
break in July. An additional. 
23rd round of league matches, 
over three weeks, at “develop¬ 
ment" venues including Edin¬ 
burgh. Cardiff. Swansea and 
Gateshead, will spread the 
game's message. 

Unlike last year, when the 
labyrinthine and grotesquely 
one-sided world dub champ¬ 
ionship intruded, the new 
season has a satisfactory 
rhythm. The sustained excel¬ 
lence this year of the Silk Cut 
Challenge Cup has overcome 
its perceived handicap as a 
pre-season competition. The 
traditional May final at Wem¬ 
bley no longer looks out of 
place, while the pointless end¬ 
ows eason Premiership has 
been jettisoned, putting all the 
emphasis on the climactic 
build-up to the Super League 
grand final. 

Under the knockout system. 

1 1 
1 4th: LOI NDON BRONCOS | 

Huddersfield v London (3 30) ..., 
SaRord v Sheffield (6551. 
St Helens v Hufi T3 0). 
Warrington v CasUefard (3 0) .... 

Friday May 22 

Castteford v Bradford |7 45) . ... 

Saturday May 23 

Sheffield v Leeds (315). 

Sunday May 24. 

Halifax v St Helens (3.0). 
Hull V Warrington 16.35)-.. 
London vSaBtfd (3.0)_ ... 
VAgan v Huddersfield (3 0). 

Friday May 28 

Bradford v London j7.4S). 

Saturday May 30 

Sheffield v Halifax (315).. 

Sunday May 31 

Huddersfield v Wamngior (330) 
Hull v Wigan 13.15).. 
Salford v Casfleford (30). 
Si Helens v Leeds 16.35).. 

Friday June 5 

HaWaxvHurt (745).. 
Leads v Huddersfield (7.45). 

Sunday June 7 

Cssdeftxd v Si Helens (330l .... 
LondonvSnaffieM(3Ol .. 
Wamngton v Bradford 1635) . 
Vflgan v Sited (3 .0) .. 

the finalists will not necessar¬ 
ily have finished highest up 
the league ladder. For all that 
Wigan have looked close to 
their indestructible best in 
reaching Wembley, the key to 
the Super League honours wifi 
be in the timing. Contenders 
risk peaking before the busi¬ 
ness end of the season and this 

is why a reasonable case can 
be put for any one of half a 
dozen. 

The world dub champion¬ 
ship experiment was not all 
bad. Shaken from their torpor, 
dubs have rebuilt training 
methods, returned to basic 
skills and imposed new fitness 
levels. After a few years in 
which their pre-eminence wa¬ 
vered, Wigan, underpinned by 
David Whelan, the multi¬ 
millionaire, are again setting 
the standard by which the rest 
almost certainly wifi have to 
be judged. 

A memorable, certainly 
highly competitive season is in 
the offing. The players have a 
hajiit of transcending rugby 
league’s internal squabbling 
and it has been a strife-tom 
winter, the leading dubs 
breaking the game in two over 
television rights- Effectively, 
the Super League dubs have 
assumed charge of their desti¬ 
ny. A fragile peace with the 
Rugby Football League (RFLJ 
could crumble at any time: 

It is anyone’s guess as to 
who will dedde the franchise 

applications for the Super 
League next year. Then there 
is die divisive issue of Super 
League Europe fSLE), rather 
than the RFL. negotiating the 
game’s next television deal for 
itself. When SLE shrewdly 
made Maurice Lindsay its 
managing director, shortly 
after his dismissal as RFL 
chief executive, it was because 
of Lindsay’s influence over foe 
original five-year, ES7 million 
Super League deal with The 
News Corporation, parent 
company of The Times, in 
1995. 

Cooperation has been 
maintained on the salary cap. 
designed to prevent a repeat of 
the spend-intn-oblivion in¬ 
stance of Oldham Bears last 
year. The policing of tire 50 per 
cent limit of income an play¬ 
ers’ contracts is vital to dubs’ 
future finandal well-being. 
Only last week, David Uoyd. 
the former tennis player and 
chairman of Hull Sharks, took 
ownership of the players and < 
loaned them back to the dub | 
for a rental fee — a stark . 
reminder of how dose to the I 
margins some dubs are | 
operating. One of the most en¬ 

couraging aspects 
of the new season is 
the way that Shef¬ 

field Eagles, already in their 
first Challenge Cup final, and 
Castlefbrd Tigers have trans¬ 
formed themselves through 
modest investment, sharper 
management and the intelli¬ 
gent coaching of Stuart Raper 
and John Kear. Of the 12 clubs, 
a solid batting order reaches 
as far as ten. with only Hull 
and Huddersfield Giants, the 
promoted dubs, destined to 
struggle. 

The battle to emerge from 
the solid rump of taJent in mid¬ 
table to daim a play-off spot 
will be as intriguing as the 
jostling for position at the top. 
In all probability, it will boil 
down to St Helens and i 
Bradford not letting Wigan 
out of their sights, and London 
Broncos living up to the expec¬ 
tations that accompany such a 
talented side. 

Although these are early 
days, there was an abiding 
certainty and instinctive quali¬ 
fy about Wigan in their Chall¬ 
enge Cup semi-final defeat of 
London, reminiscent of their 
heyday. However ward or 
wonderful the way to the main 
prize. Wigan’s credentials took 
lmpeccable. Robinson, the league's finest talent, can lead Wigan to glory 

FULL 1998 SUPER LEAGUE FIXTURES 

Sunday June 14 Salford y Bradford (3.0).—. 

Casffeford v Huddersfield 0.30). 
Wigan v Warrington (3.0).. .. 

Halifax v Saftord 13 0) .. 
Huftw Leeds (3.15).—. Sunday June 28 
Si Helens v London (6 35)_ „ 
Warrington v Sheffield (30).. Bradford v HuddotsteW (6.0) —. 

Castteford v Wigan 0.30). 

Friday June 19 

Leeds v HaKtan (7.45). 

HaDfex v London (3.0) ._ 
Hull v Sheffield (3.15)... 
Si Helens w Salford (3 0).. 
Wamngton v Leeds (3.01-- 

Saturday June 20 

Sheffield w SI Helens (3.15). 
Friday July 3 

Leeds v Bradlord (7.45).,... 

Sunday June 21 

Huddersfield v Hull (6.35). 
Saturday Jufy A 

London v Caatieford (301—. Sheffield v Casttetoid (3.15).. 

j| PLAY-OFF PREDICTIONS || 

Friday June 12 

Bradford v Wigan (7.45). 

After 23 league fixtures to decide 
finishing places, the (op five ciubs 
play a senes of eimtnation and 
qualifying play-offs. The top team in 
the Super League needs win only one 
ptay-ofl match to reach me grand 
final For Die fifth-placed club to 
become champion dub. they would 
have to beat ail the teams above 
them 
Play-off qualifying teams: 1st. 
Wigan; 2nd. Si Helens: 3rd. Bradford: 
«tfi. London. 5th. Sheffield 
Round one (October 2-4) Elimina¬ 
tion piay-off (4th v 5th. loser efimi- 
natedl. Qualifying play-off (2nd v 3rd. 
loser to elimination semi-final). Win¬ 
ners London, Si Helens, Sheffield 
eliminated. 

Round two (October 9-11) Efimma- 
bon semi-final: London v Bradford, 
loser eiimnaied. Qualifying semi¬ 
final Wigan v St Helens, winner to 
grand fine), loser to final eiimfn- 
ator Winners- Wigan. London. 
Bradford eliminated 

Round three (October 17). Elimina¬ 
tion Final- London v St Helens. 
Winners St Helens. London 
efirmnaled. 

Grand final (October 24). Wkjan v St 
Helens at Old Trafford. Winners. 
Wigan 

Prize^nooey. Winners: £275.000. 
Runners-up £175.000 Third: 
£130.000 Fourth. £100,000. Rtth: 
£70.000 

Sunday Jufy 5 

HudderefteW v Halffax (3-30)..., 
London v HuB (3.0)... 
Salford v Warrington (3.0) .. 
Wigan v 9 Helens (3.0).-. 

Sunday August 2 

aadfordvSheffield(6.0). ... . 
Castteford v Leeds (3J30).. 
Halifax v Wtaan (3.01. 
Hud v Salford (3.15). 
9 Helens v Huddersfield (3.0).. 
Warrington v London (3.0)- 

Saturday August 8 

Sheffield V Huddersfield (315).. 

Sunday August 8 

Bradlord vHuB (60)__ 
Cas Dated v Halifax (330). 
London v IMgait (30).-. 
Salford v Leeds (3.0)... 
Warrington v St Helens (3.01 ...... 

Betting: 30-J. 

i: CASTLEFORD TIGERS 

From no-hopers less than a year 
ago to play-off hopefuls is a mark 
of Stuart Rape Us achievement in 
transforming Castleford’s for¬ 
tunes. Strong squad and gifted 
playmakers in Brad Davis and 
young Danny On-- No easy-beats 
this time round. 
Coach: Stuart Raper (Aus). Aprt 1997. 
Grwmd: Wtwdon floadjl L75Q 
1897: Super League- Tenth. ChaJenge Cup 
Ftxjr&i round Premterattp Sen»-ftoals WCC 
5lh. Euo pool B. _ 

(oSSEt B-J Warner (Pertf^^^iC^rer^T LBoSS 
[retired). J Roach (Wamngtonl. C Stem (Si Helens), u Steadman iiwtexfl. B Tuuta 

8th: SALFORD REDS 

With a creative midfield triangle flaaS&ea 
of Josh White. Steve Blakeley and 
Martin Crompton, Salford will 
provide good entertainment value- (T7 ■ 
Sixth last year, the Reds might 
find consistency in a more compel- 
ttive league tougher going. 
Coach: Andy Gregory (Eng). Mach 
1995 
Ground: The WSows (11300). „ 
1997: Super League- Soah Oatenge Cup. Semt-finate Pmmrerehp: Ouaner-finafe 
WCC: 4th. &*o pool B 
Transfers: Ire M Crompton. J FalmaJo, M Neal raft Oldham). P Hasson (Leeds). J White 
[London! Out 1 Btease. i Wfflson fbcDh SMrnon). J Cartwng*. F Ste (tosh 
released) 
Betting: 66-1 

9th: HALIFAX BLUE SOX 

Thrum Hall no more. Halifax - 
have migrated to The Shay after 
112 years. The 199S season prom- 
ises to provide more downs than 
ups for a young team, who are 
capable, nevertheless, of spring- 
mg a surprise or two on their new —f~; 
home patch- K-I.FC 
Coach: John Fendebury (Eng). Mach * 
1997 
Ground: The Shay (11.000). 
1897: Super League-. Seventh. Chaftange CCp: Fifth round. Pramtete*) Pteanfftary 
rouxl. WCC. 6th, Euo pool B 
Transfers: bt D Cferfc (Gold Coastl. G Cinch (Sydney St George). D Gfosor. G Mercer 
(both Leeds). Out A Amone fFeathcrsionei, P Highton (released). M Jacteon 
[Sheffield}. IV Jacteon (released). J Schuster (Bfeckheath RU). M Umaoa (Rotherham 
HU) 
Betting: 80-1 

10th: WARRINGTON WOLVES 

The result of a mass dear-out is 
that Warrington should at least be 
more competitive. Van de Velde 
will not tolerate some of the horror 
shows of last year. Neither will VnglgngF/ 
nuggefy new captain, Danny Far- VWiSi&jY 
rar. one of several solid additions. 
Coach: Daryl Van de Vefde (Aus). March 

Ground: Wftferapool (9,200). Vul/ 
1997: Siper Lfiagur Ninth. Chafenge Cup \^/ 
Ouaner-finafe. Premiership: ftefiminary route \/ 
WCC: 5th. Euro pool A. V 

Transtara kc A Ooyfe, M Eager, 0 Nuiey (al 
South Queensland). O Parra (Penrith). V Fawcett (Oldham). A Fogarty & Helena). S 
McGuriB (Bedford RU), C Moriey (St Helens). J Hoa* rCaatetord). 8 Tuua 

(ptefiam). P Hifiroa (SaWon). M Mali Mtaningon). G Mann (Uvapod St Itetara RUV C 
Roden (Workmen). P SaJthorpe (St Helens). W Swann (Rochdatel. A Taiupu. N 
Vagana (both Aucttand). M Carney. M Dermott. S Firtau. C Hrjhm C Hokten. K 
Snettord. A Thomfiey (al teaased). 

Batting: 100-1. 

11th: HULL SHARKS 

Might the Sharks find themselves 
out of their depth? They drowned 
at Salford in the Challenge Cup 
and since then shareholders have 
been falling out with David Lloyd, 
their famous tennis chairman, 
who now owns the players. Poten¬ 
tial needs to be harnessed. 

Itanta. S Preecod (aft Sf Helens). H Otesene tAuddand). F Swu mawarra). J Smtei 
(WtorMrrajn}. D Stephenson (Oldham). G Tomtawon (Bradtad). Out D Bord 

D?nby A. Gwyy'Based). S Hamas (AusIraS. 
M Dnon, C KSctVng. J McCrockea A Snlth (al FU1KR). T V^ona (Bradford) 
Betting: 150-f. 

12th: HUDDERSFIELD 

Giants by name, minnows by ' 
nature. Garry Schofield is in at the 
coaching deep end with a squad 
little altered from last year. Have \»f« / 
replaced the defunct Paris Saint- 
Germain and will do well to steer 
dear of bottom place. yg 
Coach: Garry Schofield (Eng). November 1997 If 
Ground: McAJprw Stadium (20.000) T 

fSS 
Tryiatare. In: D Amotd (St Helens). P Lougtrtn (Bradfcrtfi C On nViH <-•«« 1 1 

sk asr a ^ Wfia * 
Odds: 150-1 

Shaun Edwards: old head 
at Bradford Bulls 

Friday August 14 

Leeds v London (7.45) . 

Sunday August 16 

Halifax v Mtanttiglon (3.0). ... 
Huddersfield v Saftord (3.30) _ 
HuflvCaatWord(il5}. 
9 Helens v Bradford (3^1) ... 
Wigan v Sheffield (3.01... 

Saturday August 22 

Shefliold v Saftord (3 15). 

Sunday August 23 

Castetard w Wamngton (3 jo 
Halttax v Bradlora (30) ... 
Huft v Si Helens (3. >5). _ 
London v Huddertliad (30) 
Wigan v teach (30). ... 

Friday August 28 

Leeds /Sheffield (745). 

Sunday August 30 

Bradford V Castteford (6 0).. 
Huddersfield v Wigan (330) 

Salford v London (30)... , 
Sf Helens v Haifa* 13.O) 
Warrington v Hull (3 cn. ... 

Sunday September e 

Casileford v Saftord (3 30) 
Ha*f«K v Sheffield (3.0) .. ‘ ' 
L«d3 v St Helens (3 0). ' ' 
ifrS0" v Radford (3 0).. 

SahJ^lay September 12 

SheWe<d v London (3.15). 

SuntJay September 13 

SSHBwswa- • 
HuH v Haftfay i3 15j * 
Saftord v Wigan |3 0).! ' " ” 
» Helens % Casnefor.3 oi 

SaIurtay September ig 

Sheffield v Wanringtoo a iS) 

SuntlaV September 20 

Wigan v Bradford (3oj \m\' \. 

Sunda» September 27 

gra'ffwdvSaKofdieoi 
v London ij 3oj . 

Hiflt v Huddersfield iii iV,. 

Si Helens v Shnffi6id3nri . 
Wartigtonvi^S,(3^r: -- 
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Unchanged France 
confident of their 
place in histoiy 

IT WAS not so long ago that 
the announcement of a France 
side was greeted with a mix- 
tureof wonder and trepidation 
— no one knew quite what to 
expecL In a bygone era. a low- 
key performance such as that 
against Ireland a month ago 
in Paris would have been 
answered by the swinging of 
the selectorial axe. Not now. 

Those turbulent times have 
been followed a period of 
relative calm, which has mani¬ 
fested itself "m their present 
domination of the Five Na¬ 
tions Championship. Consoli¬ 
dation and consistency of 
selection are now* the watch¬ 
words and. true to form, there 
has been no panie reaction to 
the fortunate 1S-I6 win over 
the Irish. 

The same team that saw 
duty that day has been handed 
the task by Jean Claude 
Skrela, the coach, of creating 
their own piece of French 
rugby history by winning 
back-to-back grand slams for 
the first time. Having dis¬ 
posed of Egiand and Scotland 
as well as Ireland, only Wales 
— at Wembley on Sunday — 
stand in the way of such a 
momentous achievement. 

Raphael Ibanez captains a 
side that shows one change 
among the replacements, 
where Richard Dourthe is 
unfit and is replaced by Jean- 
Man: Aue. of Castres. 

For their part. Wales — who 
have recovered commendably 
from their mauling by Eng¬ 
land — were buoyed by the 

By Mark Souster 

Five Nations 

Championship 

news that Robert Howlcy. the 
captain, Kevin Morgan and 
Dai Young are all fit for the 
game that could conceivably 
see Wales winning die champ¬ 
ionship for the first time since 
1994. Morgan's inclusion 
could be considered the most 
contentious, as Pontypridd 
believe that he should not risk 
further injury ro his damaged 
shoulder. Such is the desire of 
the young full back to play for 
his country, however, that he 
has ignored the advice of 
Dermis John, his dub coach, 
forest. 

Kevin Bowring. the Wales 
coach, said chat Morgan had 
insisted that he was fit enough 
to play. “Kevin has a shoulder 
problem and probably does 
need some rest, but this is an 
international and he wants to 
play,” Bowring said. “I cer¬ 
tainly would not make any 
player play if he didn't think 
he was fit enough.” 

After twisting his ankle in 
the WRU Challenge Trophy 
Final on Saturday. Howley 

Turner takes his leave 
with final flourish 

By Mark Souster 

PAUL TURNER’S long and 
winding playing career, 
which began in Wales two 
decades ago. will come to an 
end tomorrow night when he 
makes his last appearance for 
Bedford. Fittingly, he wall 
bow out in a final, that of 
the unheralded Cheltenham 
& Gloucester Cup against 
Gloucester at Franklin’s 
Gardens. 

At the age of 39. Turner, the 
player-coach at Bedford, who 
are certain to be promoted to 
the first division of the Allied 
Dunbar Premiership this 
year, has been forced to select 
himself because Tony Yapp, 
the regular fly half, is on 
Internationa] duty against Ire¬ 
land. 

During a long career, he 
won three caps for Wales and 
played for Newbridge, New¬ 
port, for whom he holds the 
points-scoring record. 
London Welsh. Sale and lat¬ 
terly Bedford. 

Junior Paramore, the West¬ 
ern Samoan flanker, plays in 
the centre for Bedford, opp¬ 
osite his cousin. Teny 
Fanohia. one of five full 
internationals in a Gloucester 
line-up that has been denuded 
by international calls and 
injury. 

Scott Benton. PhD Green¬ 
ing. Rob Fidler and Mark 
Cornwell are required either 
by England or England A and 
Chris Catling. Phil Vickery, 
Brian Johnson, Tony Windo 
and Nathan Carter are all 
carrying various injuries. De¬ 
spite such a casualty list, the 
cosmopolitan threequarter 
line remains largely intact; 
with Richard Tombs linking 
with Fanolua and Phillipe 
Saint Andre on the wing. 

This is Gloucester's first 
final since 1990, when they 
were beaten by Bath at 
Twickenham. On their way to 
the final, they have defeated 
Richmond and Leicester. 

seemed certain io miss the 
final round of the champion¬ 
ship. Bui the injury has re¬ 
sponded to treatment and 
Howley will lead his country 
for the fourth time. 

He knows that, on Sunday, 
France will not be complacent. 
“Their attitude (against Ire¬ 
land] was that all they had to 
do was turn up. They did turn 
up but they did not perform." 
Howley said. “We know how 
strong they can be and the 
flair they hare got with play¬ 
ers tike Philippe Carboneau. 
Tomas Castaigndde and 
Chrisiophe Lamaison. 1/ we 
can tire France out in the set 
pieces, we could be in 
business." 

Saracens and Wasps have 
solved their problems with the 
Rugby Ifootball Union (RFU) 
over the sale of tickets for the 
Tetley's Bitter Cup final by 
buying 15.000 each in ad¬ 
vance. The clubs made bank 
transfers to Twickenham to 
purchase their allocations in 
advance to enable them to sell 
them directly to their support¬ 
ers. last Saturday, die RFU 
had said that it would handle 
all sales because of an on¬ 
going financial dispute with 
last years finalists. Sale and 
Leicester. 

The cup final on May 9 will 
be one of Michael Lynagh’s 
last games for Saracens. After 
a trawl around Great Britain 
arid Europe, Saracens will 
announce his successor at a 
press conference in London 
today, ft is expected to be Alain 
Penaud. of Brive. 

Frano Botica. has left Lla¬ 
nelli to return to play in his 
native New Zealand. Botica. 
34. agreed to have his contract 
terminated at Stradey Park 
five months early because of 
the club’s fianncial crisis. 
Botica will stay in Europe to 
play for Croatia before return¬ 
ing to North Harbour as 
player-coach. Capped by New 
Zealand at both rugby league 
and union, he joined Uanelii 
two years ago after playing for 
Wigan and Castfeford. He 
scored 447 points for Llanelli 
in 42 matches. 

The leading 12 clubs m 
England will meet today to 
consider their response to a 
letter from Cliff Brittle, the 
chairman of the RFU manage¬ 
ment board last week. In it. 
Brittle threatened to withoid 
£25 million in grants and 
Tetley's Bitter Cup receipts if 
the dubs boycotted the 
Heineken Cup next season. 

The dubs are ready to go 
ahead whh plans to expand 
the Allied Dunbar Premier¬ 
ship to 28 dubs, despite the 
refusal of the RFU to sanction 
such a move. They will con¬ 
firm their intent to the union's 
council, which meets tomor¬ 
row. 

HUGH ROUTLEDGE 

Mitchell. England’s muddied scrum half, demonstrates the zest for battle that will be needed when the World Cup comes around in May 

Editor happy to get her hands dirty England’s rugby¬ 
playing women 
fumbled their 
chance to keep in 

step with the men when they 
lost to Scotland for the first 
time in their version of the 
Five Nations Championship 
The . grand slam belongs 
north of the border, but when 
England take on Ireland at 
Worcester on Sunday, they 
will have an extra incentive to 
return to winning ways. 

It will be England's last 
competitive match before they 
begin their defence of the 
World Cup m Holland next 
month, when one of the key 
players will be Emma Mitch¬ 
ell. 31, the Saracens scrum 
half, who played in both 
previous tournaments after 
taking up the game in 1985. 

“I started playing when 1 
was at Loughborough Univ¬ 
ersity," she said. “I went there 
as a discus thrower and 
hockey player, but wanted to 
try another team sport. Jim 
Greenwood, who was a Brit¬ 
ish Lion in die 1950s, was a 
lecturer there and - he got 
involved with the women’s 
team just as 1 took the game 
up. I was very lucky , not to 
learn bad habits early on." 

With barely half-a-dozen 
sides playing m England and 
Wales during the early 1980s. 
Mitchell found herself pro¬ 
pelled into the England set¬ 
up. “That happened in my 
second year of playing and I 
won my first cap in 1988. I 
was one of the players — and 
there are still a few in the 
present squad — fortunate to 
become involved just as the 
sport really took off." she said. 

SARAH 
POTTER 

The Sports Council has 
identified women’s rugby as 
one of the fastest-growing 
sports in the country over the 
last decade. There are more 
than 200 club sides and as 
many university and youth 
teams. 

Mitchell was among the 
founder members of Saracens 
in 1989 and the dub has since 
.won three league titles, with a 
-fourth on the horizon, the 
National Cup and the Nat¬ 
ional Sevens on four occa¬ 
sions. “‘It's gopd at the 
moment," she said, “because 
we fit alongside the men in 
that they Ye going for the 
premiership and cup double.” 

Although the men’s team 
has moved to Watford. Mitch¬ 
ell believes the spirit built up 
at Southgate, their base be¬ 
fore their move to Vicarage 
Road, has been retained. 

“Nigel Wray |the dub owner] 
is a millionaire who has come 
into the sport as a true rugby 
fan. He is very supportive of 
us because he sees the future 
of the dub as being very 
family-orientated. The atmo¬ 
sphere is great. 

We’ve had coaching ses¬ 
sions from Tony Diprose, the 
men’s captain. Greg Borto- 
mon, who is one of the 
hookers in the squad, and 
also from Paul Wallace, the 
British Isles prop. I think they 
(the menj still see their home 
as Brantley Road and they’re 
in and out.of there every day 
for training. If we happen to 
be playing, they come out on 
the touch line and watch." 

Professionalism may have 
added glamour to the men’s 
game. but. as amateurs, 
many of the women will be 
taking time out from their 
jobs to play for England in 
May. National Lottery fund¬ 
ing has eased the financial 
burden — Mitchell estimated 
that it cost her £2.000 to play 
last year. “From my point of 
view, it has been ten years 
accumulating debt." she said. 

As a commissioning editor, 
signing up academics to write 
textbooks for the higher edu¬ 
cation market. Mitchell is 
more fortunate than most. 
Her employer. Addison Wes¬ 
ley Longman, the publisher, 
is one of the few cash spon¬ 
sors of the women’s game, 
paying £10,000 to hare its 
name printed on the sleeves of 
the England shirts. 

“They also give me paid 
leave to play and extended 
lunch hours so that l can get 
to the gym and train.” she 

ADRIAN SHEHRATT 

Her sporting life tits in well with a job in publishing 

said. “It does make a huge 
difference because most 
people use up all their holiday 
allowance playing for Eng¬ 
land." If the England players 
can retain die World Cup. 
won in Edinburgh in 1994. it 
will ail seem worth it. 

Of the 16 nations compet¬ 
ing. New Zealand are the 
favourites, with England. 
Australia and the United 
States all capable of running 
off with the trophy — al¬ 
though Scotland's recent vic¬ 
tory has raised some doubts 
about (he England scrum. 

’To be honest France. Scot¬ 
land, Spain and even Wales, 
on their day. could upset the 
whole cart and beat any one 
of us." Mitchell said. “The 
main thing is that the game is 
continuing io grow. There 
were only 12 sides in the last 
World Cup and that was the 
first time the same featured in 
the sports pages. 

“ We’ve only just stoned to 
get the recognition that has 
led to our present level of 
support. Whatever happens 
in Holland, that is definitely 
very exciting." 

SNOOKER 

Hendry has 
chance to 

regain form 
By Phil Yates 

THE British Open, which 
begins at die Plymouth Pavil¬ 
ions this morning, has often 
been overshadowed by the 
imminence of the Embassy 
world championship, but this 
year the event takes on added 
importance for the game’s 
most prominent practitioners. 

Since Stephen Henry cap¬ 
tured the first of his six world 
titles in 1990. failure in the 
tournament immediately pre¬ 
ceding his arrival ar die 
Crucible has not been consid¬ 
ered particularly significant 
More will be read into an 
early elimination this time. 

When the Scot recently 
ended 12 months without a 
trophy by prevailing 31 
Thailand Masters, it was gen¬ 
erally accepted that he had 
turned a psychologic81 confer* 
Instead, by losing « to 
O’Sullivan in the quarter¬ 
finals of the Benson and 
Hedges Irish Masters last 

week and playing pMjJy J" 
the process, his confidence 
suffered under the setback. 

The British Open provides 
the opportunity for Hendtyto 
strengthen his sblWiagite 
game before travelling to 
Sheffield. Should he win the 
event for the (hind Wnrinhis 
career, he will also guarantee 

continued occupation ot tne 
world Nol position info an 
unprecedented ninth season. 

More modestiy. Steve D^- 

vis and Jimmy Whlte .m. 
win their first matches, m 
second round, to jn 
selves a chance of a place 
the elite top 16 next sea.o 

SQUASH: WELSH CHAMPION BENEFITS FROM WITHDRAWAL OF CANADIAN 

Power cut affects men’s draw 
By Co UN McQuillan 

JONATHON POWER, the 
No 3 seed, further diluted the 
bottom half of the men’s draw 
in the British Open champion¬ 
ship at the National Indoor 
Arena in Birmingham yester¬ 
day when he was forced to 
retire from his second-round 
match with tom ankle 
ligaments. 

The withdrawal of the 
Canadian allowed David 
Evans, the champion of 
Wales, to reach his first quar¬ 
ter-final in the game's blue 
riband event Evans, 23, the 
world No 28. was two games 
in arrears but leading the 
third 6-3 when Power aggra¬ 
vated an injury first sustained 
during an impromptu basket¬ 

ball session with his father in 
Toronto in February. 

In Power’s half of the draw. 
Peter Marshall, the No 12 
seed, was a pre-tournament 
withdrawal and. Ahmed 
Barada. the No 5 seed, has 
already been eliminated. 

Evans, from Pontypool and 
coached by Chris Robertson, 
the Australian former world 
No 2, had to qualify for the 
Open, but has performed rath¬ 
er betterthan Alex Gough, the 
Wales Nol and No6 seed, 
who went out to a qualifier on 
Monday. Evans removed Dd 
Hatris. the No 11 seed, in the 
first round. 

The seeds have not been 
much safer in the women’s 
championship. On Monday, 
Tracey Shenton. of Stafford¬ 

shire, eliminated Claire Nitch. 
of South Africa, the No 12 
seed. Jamie Thacker, of York¬ 
shire. beat Philippa Beams, 
the No 14 seed from New 
Zealand, and Rebecca 
Macree, from London, defeat¬ 
ed Robyn Cooper, of Austra¬ 
lia, the No 15 seed. 

Macree lost in short order 
yesterday, 9-2. 9-3. 9-3 in 24 
minutes, to Sarah Fttz-Gerald. 
the No 1 seed and world 
champion from Australia, but 
Fiona Geaves. of Gloucester, 
picked up the rhythm of 
surprise results by defeating 
another Australian, Liz Irving, 
the No 8 seed, 9-1,5-9.9-6,9-6 
m 57 minutes. 

Irving, 33, immensely expe¬ 
rienced and. the world mixed 
doubles champion, in partner¬ 

ship with Dan Jenson, was 
furious abour the dusty state of 
the court. 

Geaves acknowledged that 
the court was dirty, but de¬ 
clared tire floor to be “perfectly 
safe" for playing. “There were 
actual fluff balls faffing from 
the lighting grid." Geaves 
said. “It was a bit distracting, 
but we play professional 
squash all over the world, 
sometimes in the most extrare¬ 
dinary conditions, and you 
just have to be able to adjust to 
whatever you meet." 

Geaves. 30, has reached the 
Open semi-finals in the past 
two years, but acknowledged 
that a similar feat this year, 
with Fitz-Gerald her . next 
opponent, might rate as her. 
greatest achievement. 

BOWLS- DISENCHANTED SKIP SIGNS OFF FROM TE1GNBBIDGE IN FINE STYLE 

Wickham strides to triples title 
By David Rhys Jones 

WITH not a sign of a limp. John 
Wickham strode op and down <te mkiu 
Melton Mowbray yesterday as he stewed 

Teignbridge club ooHeagues. toy 
Johnson and Danny Denison, to ? 20-7 
sin in the final of the national indoor 

eavehimelf nochanceatall of maiongthe 
K Melton and was prepanng to go 
£to hospital to have his teg broken and 
reset to ease the pressure on his knee. 

A vHt-1 in desperation, he says - tea 
f,;7h heater in Bovey Tracey produced 
“ a remarkable refflv^ dtathe WM 

. oniu ihle to turn up. but to spend 20 
« on *e in three days, during 

S he ptajS some scintillating bowls. 

In the final, against Martin Short, 
Mark Tombeny and Adam Tidby. from 
Dorchester. Wickham was, as always, 
well supported by Johnson and Denison, 
but woods such as the one that he played 
on the ninth end. when he saved a count 
of six, proved crucial. Teignbridge led 9-7 
after ten ends and never looked in trouble 
on the run-in, finishing whh an unbroken 
sequence. 2-3-2-1-1-2. before Dorchester 
shook hands with two ends left, 

h was the first national title for the men 
of Teignbridge. though Beryl Vincent won 
the women's Champion of Champions 
tide for the club at Potters last month. 
Whether their win will be greeted with 
delight in Newton Abbot, is open todoubt. 
however, as Denison and Wickham were 
two of the four recalcitrant skips who 
declined to play for the dub in the 

quarter-finals of the Denny Cup last 
month. 

After calling for the resignation of Les 
Hsher, the chib* team manager, the four 
skips — all internationals — declared 
themselves unavailable when the 
Teignbridge committee gave its support 
to Fisher. "It’s all very sad," Wickham 
said yesterday. “They don’t want us at 
Teignbridge. so Danny and I will be 
playing for Torquay United next winter." 
□ Rumours that three of last year’s 
national outdoor side had been discarded 
were confirmed when the teams for the 
England trial were announced yesterday. 
Gary Smith, who made his international, 
debut in 1981. David Ward, who played 
the following year, and Smith’s Kent 
colleague. Gordon Chariton, have been 
left out 

HOCKEY 

Oxford may 
seek legal 
guidance 

By Sydney Friskin 

OXFORD HAWKS, not 
Haiieston Magpies, wilt fight 
for the right to stay in the 
National League when the 
interJeague play-offs start at 
M ition Keynes tomorrow. 
However, the Hawks con¬ 
firmed yesterday that they 
were examining the possibili¬ 
ty of legal action after the 
National League appeal com¬ 
mittee reduced the penalty on 
Harleston for fielding an inel¬ 
igible player. 

Placed nineteenth when the 
first division ended on Febru¬ 
ary 22. Oxford moved one 
place higher three days later 
when Harleston were docked 
six points, consigning the 
Magpies to the play-offs. 

An appeal committee deter¬ 
mined that the penalties were 
discretionary and that the 
imposition of a six-point for¬ 
feit was excessive, The points 
deduction was reduced to two 
and a fine of £100 imposed. 

Calum Giles, the England 
short-comer specialist, who 
was unavailable for the recent 
six-nation tournament in 
Malaysia, is bade in the squad 
for the World Cup in Utrecht 
next month. However, Bob 
Cmtehley, the season’s top 
scorer, is injured. Russell 
Garda, with 116 appearances, 
is the most-capped player. 
ENGLAND SQUAD: SMasttl (Reatfng). 0 
Lucfces f£aa Gfrstearf) or J Lam 
IGjyu»j. J Wyatt {Reattagi- J Hays 
(l-OU. HoBand). W Waugh iSwfihgpw], 
C Gfles (hton Switzerland. Holland), 

_ Sharps .. 
Holland). D Weeds (Southgate! M Porn 
(Readng). N Thompson (CW Lough- 
tortansi 

THE TIMES/DILLONS FORUM 

a 
5 MEET 

NICK %"vCl 
HORNBY 

Nick Hornby, the best-selling author of Fever Pitch 
and High Fidelity, will be talking about his new 
novel. About a Boy, at a Times-Dillons Forum. 
Hornby will read extracts Grom the book and 
answer readers' questions about his work. 

Chaired by Lynne Truss, Times columnist and 
comic novelist the forum will take place at 730pm 
on April 7 at the Institute of Education, 20 Bedford 
Way, London, WC1. The admission price of £10 
(concessions £730 for students, pensioners and the 
unemployed) includes £2 off copies of About a Boy 
(Goliancz, £15.99)._ 

NICK HORNBY FORUM 
Please book ae — ticket^ at £10 anti/or tickets) at £750 
(cones) for The Times/ Dillons Nick Hornby Forum on Tuesday 

April 7ai the insrkoie of Education, 20 Bedford Way. London WCL 

NAME---- 

ADDRESS....... 

......rOSTCODE_ 

DAY PHONE No---------.. 

/ aidose my cheque made payable io Dillons the Bookstore 

Value E. Cheque number ..-...... 
/fta.* «nJf>r*r ram; and jrfdrc-i un 'br lad tJ ihr iittm 

Or. please debit my Catiit / Bank Debil / 
Dilions-Haichards accouru card number 

Expiry dale. 

PRINT NAME.... 

SIGNATURE____ 

(lease pdsi coupon and remittance to: 

Hie Times/DiHons Nick Hornby Foratn 
Dillons, 82 Gower Street London WOE 6EQ 

Tel: 0171-4671613k Rue 0171-467 1690 

* Please note that tickets will be posted until March 30 onto Tickets 
booked after this date will be heldjor collection an the night 

at the venue. Please call 0/7toiSi 1577 to confirm row booking. 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

Ticket number..Date sent... 

JT. 
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FOOTBALL 

Arsenal fear 
absence of 
their flying 
Dutchman 

Hero’s redeeming qualities lift Inter 

By Matt Dickinson 

THE odds are shortening by 
the day against two teams 
from outside the top flight 
taking to the pitch together for 
the first time for an FA Cup 
Final at Wembley. Sheffield 
United and Wolverhampton 
Wanderers, of the Nationwide 
League first division, must be 
growing increasingly confi¬ 
dent that they can rewrite 
history on May 16. 

The problems for their semi¬ 
final opponents from the FA 
Carling Premiership — New¬ 
castle United and Arsenal res¬ 
pectively — are growing. 

Arsenal's woes may not be 
instantly apparent, given that 
they lie second in the Premier¬ 
ship with two games in hand 
on Manchester United, the 
leaders, but the heavy toll of 
matches is beginning to dram 
resources ana Marc Over¬ 
mars could be a significant 
absentee for the match against 
Wolverhampton Wanderers at 
Villa Park on Sunday. 

;• • -ta 
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Overmars: injury blow 

With Dennis Bergkamp al¬ 
ready a certain non-starter 
because of suspension. Arsine 
Wenger, the Arsenal manag¬ 
er. will not want to be without 
his other influential Dutch¬ 
man, but Overraars has only 
an even money chance of 
being fit, according to Wenger, 
because of the ankle injury 
that forced him to come off at 
half-time during the 1-0 vic¬ 
tory away to Bolton Wander¬ 
ers on Tuesday. 

Given that the game was 
goalless at that point and that 
Arsenal badly needed victory 
to dose the gap on United, it is 
safe to assume that Overmars’ 
withdrawal was not to protect 
him with the semi-final in 
mind. 

Ian Wright, the England 
forward who has not played 
for more than six weeks after a 
knee operation, is also unlike¬ 

ly to figure, leaving Wenger 
with Christopher Wreh. who 
scored at Bolton, and Nicolas 
Anelka as his two strikers. 

If Sheffield United needed 
any boost to their morale 
before their semi-final at Old 
Trafford. it was provided by 
Newcastle's drab display at 
Wimbledon on Tuesday. It is a 
measure of the North East 
dub's sorcy plight that a 
scrappy draw was greeted 
with such joy. Certainly, Joe 
Kinnear. the Wimbledon 
manager, was startled by their 
paucity of invention and the 
lack of support for Alan Shear¬ 
er. who has scored only one 
goal in 11 games in the 
Premiership since his return 
from injury. 

“I felt sorry for Shearer," 
Kinnear said. They left all 
their flair players on the bench 
and he did not get any 
support. I expected them to 
come at us hard with four 
attacking players, but they 
didn't 

“Shearer holds the ball up 
well, but he didn’t have any¬ 
one around him. He was 
getting the crosses in... but it 
really needed him to be on die 
end of them." 

There were six changes to 
the Newcastle team that lost at 
Southampton in their previ¬ 
ous game — and that one had 
shown five alterations from 
tiie side beaten by Crystal 
Palace. 

David Batty should return 
from suspension against Shef¬ 
field Uni ted, but there are 
injury doubts concerning Rob¬ 
ert Lee. Darren Peacock and 
Steve Howey. 

Keith Gillespie. John 
Barnes and Alessandro 
Pistone woe all left out at 
Selhurst Park and must fear 
for their prospects of featuring 
in the semi-final line-up. 

ftyenoord have refused to 
issue international clearance 
for David Connolly. 20. the 
Ireland striker, whom Wolves 
had hoped to be able to 
include in their semi-final 
squad. 

The former Watford player 
agreed to move to Molineux 
on a transfer-deadline day, 
initially on loan, but with a 
view to a £400,000 permanent 
deal. A Wolverhampton 
spokesman said that the 
Dutch dub would not issue 
clearance “until they have 
agreed details of a termination 
package with the player. 
Connolly’s move is now on 
hold, and he has returned to 
Rotterdam." 

Ronaldo is hailed 

as a messiah by 

club and country, 

At 21, he has the 

world at his feet 

It is halRane at the San 
Siro and down in the 
depths of tiie stadium, 
in the VIP room, a small 

knot of people are ignoring 
the canapes, the fruit juices 
and the waiters in white ties 
and gathering round a calen¬ 
dar that is' mounted on a 
lectern. One picture, in partic¬ 
ular. is commanding their 
attention. 

It is an image of Ronaldo, 
the best football player in the 
world, standing with his back 
to the camera. He is perched 
on a plinth on a mountain, 
gazing out over Rio de Janei¬ 
ro, his arms outstretched, his 
index fingers pointing in opp¬ 
osite directions. He is 
immitating the statue of 
Christ the Redeemer. 

Because the advertisment 
was commissioned by Pirelli, 
the sponsor of Internationale' 
the sole of Ronaldo’s left foot 
is visible, too. and appears to 
have been imprinted with tiie 
tread of a tyre. The slogan 
above the image reads: “Pow¬ 
er is Nothing Without 
Control." 

It attracted plenty of reli¬ 
gious controversy when it 
was released in Italy, but 
more and more people gather 
round it until it is time to 
dinib tiie steps back into the 
stand for the second half. And 
then they take their sears and 
watch another shot at re¬ 
demption. This time it is live. 

This time. Ronaldo is on 
the pitch alongside mere 
humans, but they still put him 
on a pedestal. The masses on 
the Curva NordL who burn 
their glowing red flares 
throughout the game, roar 
the loudest when his face 
appears on the giant screen 
before the match. They 
scream in anticipation every 
time he gets the baft 

Ronaldo has come to domi- 

‘He has come 
to dominate 
Inter like no 
other player 
before him’ 

player, and three in the Uefa 
Cup. He is only 21, too, young 
enough to inspire hope for 
even greater things in the 
future. 

In the Uefa Cup semi-final 
first leg against Spartak Mos¬ 
cow on Tuesday night every¬ 
thing went through Ronaklo. 
Everything. 1 have seem him 
play several times before, 
both for Barcelona and Bra¬ 
zil. He has never looked 
particularly impressive, al¬ 
ways a little lethargic, but he 
bas always scored. On Tues¬ 
day. his brilliance in the first 
half was exhilarating to 
watch, the sort of perfor¬ 
mance it is a privilege to see. 

He is an out-and-out strik¬ 
er, so. to some extent, he is 
dependent on the service he 
gets. The Inter midfield of 
Djorkaeff, Winter, Ze Elias 
and Zanetti feed him the ball 
at every opportunity and, 
when he got it. fear gripped 
the Spartak defence. Passing 
is not yet part of his lexicon, 
but so tight is his control, so 
blinding his speed, that he 
almost does not need it 

FOOTBALL 

Tuesday's la» reoute 
UEFA CUP: SemWnab. first teg; 
MafrrfOLaao mtanaaonale 2 Span* 

Moscow 1 
FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP-. EBac*rurn 2 
Barctey 1: BononOAraenal l Wintitedor 
0 Newcastle 0 

P W D L F Are 
Man iJtd . 32 19 6 7 60 23 & 
Arsenal... 30 17 9 4 49 26 « 
Liverpool . 31 15 9 7 54 34 54 
BacMun . 30 14 9 7 51 3a 51 
Ctiefcea... 30 15 3 12 59 35 « 
Leeds 31 14 611 45 33 « 
West Ham. 30 14 S 11 44 38 47 
Darby .... 30 13 6 11 44 40 45 
Ccwrtjy.. . 30 11 10 9 » 35 43 
Southampton 31 13 4 14 41 43 43 
A Vila ... 32 12 6 14 38 4= 42 
Leicester .. 30 10 10 10 35 32 40 
Shell Wed. 31 10 7 14 45 58 37 
Vftnuedon 30 9 9 12 30 34 36 
Newcastle. 31 9 9 13 28 .-*5 36 
Tottenham. 31 9 7 15 32 -W 34 
g van on . 31 8 9 14 35 46 33 

Bans**- 31 9 4 18 32 ^1 31 
Bofton. 31 6 12 13 29 48 30 
C Palace. .31 6 B 17 27 M 26 
NATIONWIDE LEAGUE: Second dwfeaon; 
Oldham 1 Bretol Cay 2. Walsall I 
Gflfirnhan 0: Wrexham 0 Grwns&v 0 Third 
(tension: Darfngwn 3 Shrawslway l 
VAUXHALL CONFERENCE: Dover 1 Her¬ 
eford I; Lsefc Town 0 Keowing 4; Stouqh 1 
Gateshead O. Tettotd 0 OnOenhsm 0. Wok¬ 
ing 5 Stevenage 3. Yeovi 0 Sourftpcn 0 
UNBOND LEAGUE- Premier division: 

One run. in the tenth 
minute, was mes¬ 
meric. In a flash of 
sidesteps, feints 

and eye-cheating buns and 
changes of pace, he danced 
his way through the massed 
ranks of those who sought to 
deny him. Somehow, the last 
man managed to touch the 
ball and deflect it far enough 
away from Ronaldo that a 
team-mate could hack it away 
in panic 

The rest of the half was a 
series of curling shots, party 
tricks that majored on the 
step aver the ball that froze 
Ins markets for the split 
second he needed, and a 
couple of volleys that 
screamed narrowly wide. He 
took comers from both sides, 
with right foot and left foot 
and he took free kicks. He 
looked like the best player in 
tiie world. 

This time, though, he did 
not score. Spartak played 
more like a team than the one- 
man show they were faring 
and, early in the second half, 
tiie Russian team equalised 
Zamorano’s fierce header that 
had put Inter ahead just 
before the interval. Frustra¬ 
tion mounted and it took the 
arrival of Recoba, a Uruguay¬ 
an with the sweetest left foot 
you have ever seen, to swing 
the match back Inter's way. 

They got their winner in 
injury time when Ze Elias 
hooked in a shot from dose 
range after a goalmouth 
scramble It had all stemmed 
from another inswinging cor¬ 
ner. Guess who took it? 

rr 
Ronaklo poses beneath the Pirelli poster that has come to symbolise his standing at Inter 

□ate inter like no other player 
before him. He is to this dub 
and this league what Michael 
Jordan is to tbe Chicago Bulls 
and the National Basketball 
Association. He is what they 
call in the United States tiie 

“marquee player". He is big¬ 
ger than everything. 

The dob sells about ZOOO 
Ronaldo shirts every week 
and in the beautiful Galleria 
in the city centre, scarves with 
his name on adorn almost 

Ronaldo is vital to BraaTs hopes of retaining World Cup 

every store. Brazil shirts sell 
fast too, and Brazilian flags 
hangover the balconies at the 
San Siro. There is not 
though, a statue of him out¬ 
side the stadium, like Jor¬ 
dan’s outside the United 
Center. Tbe likeness to Christ 
the Redeemer will have to do 
for now. 

On Ronaldo’s bade, tiie 
dub sold 48,000 season tick¬ 
ets this year, more than any 
other team in Serie A more 
than they have ever sold 
before. They may have paid 
nearly £20 million to bring 
the striker who will lead 
Brazil's assault on the World 
Cup to Italy from Barcelona, 
but Ronaldo has already pro¬ 
pelled them into second place 
in the league, hot on the heels 
of Juventus. 

It is his name. too. that is 
paving tiie way for Inter's 
projected stock market flota¬ 
tion. but it wfli only succeed if 
there is success on the pitch. 
Ronaklo is doing his bit He 
has scored 18 goals in Serie A 
a handsome total for any. 

Droytesdan 1. Hanooale Tmwi l Gretna 1 
Lnccta 1 Wortsc|3 9.Nadierfi8ldOWMby 1 
RYMAN LEAGUE Premier (tension: 
Boreham Wood 2 Enfield 1: Chesham 0 
BaerasTohc 1 First division: Romford 4 
WWthfiw 9. Stanes 2 Hampton 2. WBmbtey 
n Aldershot Town I. Second divert)n. 
Braintree 0 Weataacna I: Met Police 3 
Leighton 0. Nonrwood 2 Horsham Z 
Tooting and MUcham 1 Cheshuot 2 Thao 
division: Camtwtey 2 Wingate and Frch- 
ley 0: CJacdon 2 Trtng 2: East Thurrock 3 
Ware 1: Ford 8 FtecfcweS Heath 0 
DR MARTENS LEAGUE Midland (tension: 
Moot Green 2 Ilkeston 2. Sutton CoWfakl 
Town I SlaHord 1 Southern division: 
Ctevedon 2 Fareham a. Wiirwy 1 Enth and 
Belvedere i 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION: Hrat 
ttertstorc CrctcA Palace 3 Odoid Unted ft. 
Uhtal 2 Watford 0: Swndon i Queens 
Park Rangers ft Tottenham Hotspur 3 
Chelsea 0 Postponed: West Ham v 
Arsenal. 
PONTIN'S LEAGUE League Cup: Senv- 
finat Blackpool 2 Hottertum 3 
COURAGE COMBINED COUNTIES 
LEAGUE Pramtar dMstan: Chips!ead i 
WastldUO 
WtNSTONLEAD KENT LEAGUE First 
(tension: Folkestone Inviaa 0 Heme Bay i. 
Whrt stable 0 Qav t 
UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Fast 
dMstan; LrtDsharwton I Pagham 0 
Shoreham 2 Arundel 1. 
COMPLETE MUSIC HELLENIC LEAGUE 
Premier dMstan: Bfcenar 0 Dtdcot 0 
ENDSLE1GH INSURANCE MIDLAND 
COMBINATION: Premier division: BBstan 
Community Galago i Handrahan Timbers 
1: Kenlwofth OSoutham 3 
SCREWRX DIRECT LEAGUE Premier 
dMstan: Bridgwater 0 Tiverton 3; Odd 
Down 1 Caine 5 Chard 0 Barnstaple 0 
Postponed: Pardon v Bristol Manor Farm 
BANKS'S BREWERY LEAGUE Premier 
dMertn Gomal 2 Wolverhampton 
Casuals i 
NTERUMK EXPRESS ALLIANCE Chase- 
town i BoWmera SMI: WertaesfoJd i 
Stratford T 0 Industrial Rewinds League 
Cup: SemMnals, second leg: BkMMch 1 
BarwEfl 1 (Bkwwich win 3-1 on agg). 
Knypentoy 0 Bndsporth I (2-2 an agg. 
Knyperatey win on ana/ goals] 
NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE- 
Prenrier (tension:. GtaSShou^tan Wefiare 
0 Bngq 4-. HucKnal 0 Thaddey L Pickering 
2 North Ferriby 1. Postponed: Armthorpe 
Wefere v Lrversedge. 
NORTH WEST COUNTIES: find dMstan: 
Athertcn CoAenas 0 Aihertrai LR 0; 
Chadderton 1 Maine Road 2. Danwn 1 
Hasbtgden 1, Nentwtch 3 VauxhaH <5 M ft. 
Rassendata 0 CStheroe 1 
MINERVA SPARTAN SOUTH MIDLANDS 
LEAGUE O'Brien Butchers Premier dr- 
vfcton Cup: Semt-finals, second leg: 
London Cotaey 1 HOTigey 3 (London 
Cotaey irin 4-2 on agg), Welwyn Garden 3 
Brache Spots 4 (Vreftyn Garden wm 7-3 
on agg). Premier (tension North: Arieaey 2 
Potters Bar 4 
BANKS'S BREWERY LEAGUE League 
Cup: Semi-final, first leg: Dartaslon 2 
Lye 1. 
JEWSON EASTERN COUNTIES LEA¬ 
GUE: FYomtar (tension: Sucftuy Wander¬ 
ers 1 Harwich and Parkeston ft. Watoi 1 
Histon 2 
UHLSPORT UNTIED COUNTES LEA¬ 
GUE Premia' (tension: Boston 3 
Desborough 1: Bourne 3 Welngborougn £ 
Buctangham 1 N Spencer 3: St Neds 1 
Wnotton 3. S and L Corby 0 Eynesbury 0 
Postponed: Ford Sports v Siottofd: Potion v 
M Bedstone. 
FA WOMEN'S PREMIER LEAGUE Nat¬ 
ional division: Postponed: Uveipod v 
Trarenere Rovers 
DUTCH CUP: Quarter-final: Heeienvwn 3 
Fortttoa Sfflard 0 
SCHOOLS MATCHES: Under-IB schools 
Invitation International match: Au&tna 4 
England 0. Fuji Rbn Trophy: Semi-final: 
Bteckheath D Bristol and South 
Gloucester 2 

Shoulder problem puts Flowers’ injured Aspriiia likely 

World Cup place in jeopardy „ 
fir former Npwractlp IlnitaH frinnu f_ 

TIM FLOWERS expects to 
discover today whether a per¬ 
sistent shoulder injury will 
force him to miss the World 
Cup finals this summer. The 
Blackburn Rovers goalkeeper 
underwent a scan yesterday 
after attempts to resolve the 
problem with injections failed. 
Roy Hodgson, the Blackburn 
manager, is braced for confir¬ 
mation that Flowers will re¬ 
quire an operation and miss 
the last eight games of the 
season. 

The situation could hardly 
have arisen at a worse time. 
Flowers has worked his way 
back into the England fold by 
his consistency for Blackburn 
and he won his tenth cap 
against Switzerland last week, 
ironically, Ian Walker, one of 
Flowers' rivals to understudy 
David Seaman in France, has 
just returned for Tottenham 
Hotspur after missing three 
months himself because of a 
damaged shoulder. 

Flowers' injury occurred 
against West Ham United 
seven weeks ago — a scan then 
revealed “wear and tear" and 
some arthritis — but he aggra¬ 
vated it again in Switzerland 
and the pain has intensified to 
the point where he came off 
midway through the second 
half of the 2-1 win against 
Barnsley in the FA Carling 
Premiership on Tuesday 
night. 

He said: “The shoulder has 
never really got better, al¬ 
though it has been passable. T 
knew going into the Barnsley 
game that hard shots would 
knock it back. Usually, it 
would come back into place 
after a minute, but this rime I 
fell awkwardly after punching 
away a cross and could not lift 
my arm above my head. 

“I have had two cortisone 
injections, which is probably 
the maximum to have in a 

By Richard Hobson 

certain spot Tbe sped alist will 
not let me have any more and 
when he had a look, he said 
my shoulder is pretty big — 
and for a 'keeper, it is like a 
hamstring." Flowers. 31, 
would become the second 
England player after Robbie 
Fowler to rule himself out of 
the World Cup finals. 

His absence may prove 
more crucial to Blackburn 
than England as the competi- 

Flowers: consistent 

don for Uefa Cup places 
intensifies. Blackburn have 
been in the top six ail season 
and the victoiy against Barns¬ 
ley took them above Chelsea 
and Leeds United. Alan Fetus, 
the Northern Ireland goal¬ 
keeper, is likely to see them 
through the campaign. 

Hodgson said: To lose an 
England goalkeeper is a mas¬ 
sive blow, but we cannot go on 
nursing him through if it 
flares up every time. We have 
got to pul it right and. if that 
means an operation, then so 
be it" 

Georgi Kinkl adze's pro¬ 
posed transfer to Ajax has 
reached deadlock because of 
the Dutch club's reluctance to 
pay the £5.5 mil lion fee de¬ 
manded by Manchester City. 
The Georgia midfield player 
has been in Amsterdam to 
discuss personal terms after 
Joe Rqyle, the City manager, 
made it plain that he was 
happy to offload the 24-year- 
old. 

Negotiations are contin¬ 
uing, with City reluctant to 
drop their price even though 

they paid just £500,000 when 
they signed him from Dinamo 
Tbilisi three years ago. 

Stan CoUymore, the Aston 
Villa striker, is likely to be out 
of action for a further three 
weeks after having a cortisone 
injection for his groin prob¬ 
lem. 

John Gregory, the Villa 
manager, said that the player, 
whose World Cup hopes have 
faded rapidly after he started 
the campaign in Glenn 
Hoddle's squad, would prob¬ 
ably return for the Premier¬ 
ship clash at home to Bolton 
Wanderers on April 25. 

Gregory said: “The special¬ 
ist has said that Stan cant do 
anything for ten days. He 
might then be able to get in a 
couple of days’ training, which 
would make April 18 against 
Southampton the earliest pos¬ 
sible date he could return to 
action. But I would say the 
following week's game would 
be more realistic." 

Collymore’s recent brief ap¬ 
pearances have impressed 
Gregory, during which he has 
sewed twice against Liverpool 
and once in the Uefa Cup 
against Atl&tico Madrid. 

FAUSTINO ASPRJLIA the 
former Newcastle United 
striker, is thought likely to 
miss the World Cup finals in 
France this summer because 
of injury. 

Aspriiia, who returned to 
Parma in a E7 million transfer 
in January after an unsettled 
spell in the North East, aggra¬ 
vated a leg muscle injury 
while playing in a series of 
warm-up matches for Colom¬ 
bia, who have been drawn in 
group G along with England, 
Romania and Tunisia. 

" I fear he will not be able to 
get bade to full fitness for the 
World Cup," Alvaro Fina, the 
president of the Colombian 
football federation, said 
yesterday. 

The absence of Aspriiia. 28, 
will also reduce his Italian 
dub’s hopes of finishing high 
enough in Serie A to secure a 
place in the Uefa Cup next 
season. 

John McG inlay’s hopes of a 
World Cup place are also over 
after he was ruled out for the 
remainder of the season with 
an Achilles' tendon problem. 
The Bradford City striker will 
have an operation on the 
injury and will be in plaster 
for two or three weeks. 

McGinlay was only on the 
fringes of Craig Brown's 
squad. He has scored just 
three goals since moving to 
Bradford from Bolton Wan¬ 
derers earlier this season. 

Geoffrey Richmond, the 
chairman of the Nationwide 
League first division dub. 
said: “He’s been struggling 
for the last six or eight weeks. 
Hopefully, he'lj get a good 
proseason behind him and 
next season well see the real 
John McGinlay." 

The Scottish Football Asso¬ 
ciation (SFA) has had partial 
success in obtaining extra 
tickets for the finals. Just 
under 1,000 extra places have 
been given for their group 
matches against Morocco and 
Norway. 

David Findlay, an SFA 
spokesman, said: “That 
means we have around 2^00 
tickets for each of those two 

However- no further 
tickets have been received for 
tite opening match against 
Brazil and our allocation re¬ 
mains at 5,000." 

T™2n5Pl °L the Scotland 
L °ub shou,d hcar by 

HE1SfJhe«'dof next week 

•hSSSSSSSSLT1™'-“ 

FOR FIRST TIME TELEPHONE CALLERS staking i-_^i * 
fc*t&.S25 or mote using Switch, Delta or Soto ifotj iff) life 
gCubank or buikfing society debit cards. 

iP V080044404* 
By tMinumoul Imamu pnulIJM. Dim »'■*«•.) 

F 'Free bet Is a £10 Correct Score bet on tonight's 
Vicenza v Cbelsea match. (Please place your bet and 
make your free bet aelcction within the same call.) 

CORRECT 
VKHHA «« ODEL5EA 
11/2-1-0_6/1 
a/i-2-0__..n/i 
8/1..-2-1__10/1 

20/1-3-0-28/1 

18/1-3-1-^2 5/1 
33/1-3-2  33/1 
11/2-0-0 _.„..1V2 

S/1-i-i-sn 
18/1 —..2-2_.18/1 

■oJUgLBRfaL. cheiseatas 

VKBUZA-. VICENZA 5/2 
VICENZA __ DRAW 14/1 

VICENZA— CHELSEA 28/1 

DRAW-VICENZA 5/1 
DRAW-DRAW 4/1 

D«AW-CHELSEA 11/2 
CHELSEA— VICENZA 25/1 

CHELSEA— DRAW 1«/i 

«SEA-CHELSEA 4/1 
BaW vatd H mawh not mmphagd. 

JBam Hill TV Wfor 

PRICES SUBJECT TO FLUCTUATION. WIIUAM HIU FOOTBALL RULES APPLY. TO OPEN A CTEOfT ACCOUNT FREEPHONE 0300 

a^-juvumostin (vi 
5/1 —Dl NAPOU (VI 

11/2-LUBO <VJ * 
13/2...V1ALU (Cl 
«£.„ZOLA(V 
15/2-JLO (Q 
J2/1 --ZAULI (V) 

-*?1 MATTEO (Q 
16/1 —LEBOEUF (Q 
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Eubank in denial 
as new world title 
challenge beckons 

By Srikumar Sen, boxing correspondent 

ONE of the more hurtful 
moments in the distinguished 
career of Chns Eubank was 
when he was reminded by 
Naseem Homed, in the feath¬ 
erweight's inimitable way, 

to that he was no longer a world 
champion. 

Eubank hopes that he will 
nor hear that kind of unsolicit¬ 
ed remark again after April IS. 
when he challenges Carl 
Thompson in Manchester for 
the World Boxing Organis¬ 
ation |WBO) cruiserweighi 
ride. “It’s not the son of thing a 
fighter should say to another 
fighter who has paid his dues, 
or to any fighter for that 
matter. I believe I was a goaf 
champion.*’ said the man who 
will be remembered for his 
epic battles against Michael 
Watson and Nigel Benn. 

■fc Just to be sure that he will 
not fail for want of effort. 
Eubank is in virtual isolation 
in a training camp in Corn¬ 
wall. For the past month, he 
has been at the Hustyn’s 
Country Club in a hollow in St 
Breok Downs, near Bodmin, 
which can only be reached by 
a narrow, twisting country 
lane. 

Eubank wrung out his 
T-shirt and said: There’s 

nothing here bur fresh air. 
mils. bogs, sheep and horse 
manure. But I have to do it 
because at home the telephone 
never stops ringing for busi¬ 
ness meetings. film premieres 
and invitations to parties.” 

Eubank’s mobile telephone 
cannot even pick up a signal at 
the camp. “When I've finished 
training, 1 go up to the top of 
the hill where I can get a 
signal and pick up all the 
messages that have been left 
for me during the day.** he 
said. 

“1 miss my wife and child¬ 
ren very much. But [ know 
that abstinence keeps me 
focused and this is one title 1 
want. The last time 1 went 
away from home 10 train was 
six years ago, when I was in 
Manchester for the fight with 
John Jarvis. 1 was lethal. I 
knocked him out in three 
rounds. I’ll beat Thompson 
even if Manchester is his 
hometown. 

“I will be the best 1 can be. 
When I’m at my best. I can 
beat anyone in the world, even 
Roy Jones. Anyone can be 
beaten, i know, because Steve 
Collins beat me and I’m a 
much better fighter than 
Steve. He had a strategy. He 

BEN CURTS 

Thompson, left, and Eubank become acquainted 

got inside my head with that 
hypnotism stuff. I have stud¬ 
io! Thompson and I know that 
the only advantage he has 
over me is that he is a natural 
cruiscrwcight. I know I am 
moving up. but that doesn’t 
bother me. For the first time. 1 
don’t have to reduce weight. J 
have to put it aru I’m really 
enjoying training." 

Eubank, who was invited to 
Hustyn’s by Terry Johnson, 
who owns the club and St 
Merryn Meat, after the boxer 
came to Truro 2b years ago to 
raise money for a cancer 
appeal said: “I have dinner 
for breakfast, dinner for lunch 
and dinner for dinner." 

He has been working under 
the supervision of Maximo 
Pierret. his New York trainer, 
and has called in Dennis 
Andries. a 2001b heavyweight 
these days, to give him prac¬ 
tice at dealir® with the 
cruiserweighi Eubank has 
been running six miles a day 
for the past month and 
sparred 90 rounds with 
And ries. 

“I’m in really good shape," 
he said. T promise 1 will box 
three minutes of every round, 
because this man will come to 
me and be in my face. You 
know that when I have to fight 
I can fight You will seethe old 
Eubank.” 
□ The Swedish Boxing Feder¬ 
ation said yesterday that it had 
approached the European 
Onion (EU) to end the coun¬ 
try's ban an professional box¬ 
ing. The federation said the 
bah was inconsistent with the 
Treaty of Rome, which stipu¬ 
lated that every Elf citizen 
should have the right to pur¬ 
sue their profession in all 
member states. 

Sweden is the only Elf 
country to have such a ban. 
Internationally. only Cuba, 
North Korea, Norway and 
Iceland do not allow profes¬ 
sional boxing. "1 think we 
have a good case here. The 
only way to justify a ban 
would be to say that Sweden is 
culturally different from the 
rest of Europe, and I don’t 
think so.” Bjorn Rosen gren. 
the federation president said. 

FOR THE RECORD 

ATHLETICS 

KOBE. Japan: Worid veterans champion¬ 
ships; 10km: 1. B Wise (Ca Westbray) 
3Tm«7 36sac, 2. X Hosegavo (Japan) 
31 ■40.3.T Komesaiw (Japan! 34-19 Ovw- 
4S: 1. V Ermolaev (Russ) 3314.2. L Mos¬ 
ses*- (Russ) 33 H; 3. Y TakeucW (Japan) 
3349 Over-SO: l.OvanNaan<Bei)33l7: 
Z M NaKase (Japan) 3424.3. * Reily (lie) 
34 48. 4. J Sheridan (U»> 35 1ft 5. B 
Shertoc* (Ire) 362S Ovw-55: 1. T Yofcoia 
(Japan) »■». 2. T Sunrrrio Utawn) 3809. 
3. 1 Masudta (Japan) 303ft 7. S Cooney 
(Ire) 4026 Over-60: 1. S **« (Japan) 
33 37, 2. T Terasawe (Japan) St 36. 3. C 
Mura (Japan) 3056 Over-65; 1. K 1‘osate 
(Japan) 35:17.2. M twanarm (Japan) 38-00 
3. T Monmoio IJapeni 41 24 Over-70:1. W 
Marshall IGB. Cambuslang) 41-25. 2. Y 
Sato (Japan) 41.58: 3. ▼ MiyscN (Japan) 
42:26 Women: 1. A Richer (GB. OuhMch 
Runners) 38-46. Z I Yenna Me IHong 
Kong) 4121:3. A James (SA) 41-42 Over- 
eft 1. M An&ey <G8. Socih Wes! Wds) 
49 04 HaB-marathon: Men: i. a Aow 
(Japan) 11* 11 min 7sec. 2. D Krause {Ger\ 
W356.3. TTatayiidlJapan) 1 1532.7.S 
Srnythe (GB, Dulwich Runners) 1 17'13. 
Women: \ L Htggs IGB, CcfcheevaJ 
1 £3' 10:2. C Nagano (Japan) T 26 12.3. H 
Ogawa (Japan! 126.32: 4. A Jones (GB. 
Veierans ^127.14 

BASEBALL 

NATIONAL LEAGUE: New Yak Mels 1 
PiufaddpWa 0 (14 imm®. San Diego 10 
CdGroaU 2. Auarta 2 MHwautee 1. SI Uju« 
6 Los Angelas 0: Florida it Cnfcago Citos 
6. San Francisco 9 Houaw 4 
Colorado 9 Arcrana 2. AMEHCAN 
LEAGUE: Cntago While So* 9 Texas 2. 
Kansas C«y 1 J:J£tE,n 11 
Tampa Bay 6. Ciewtend 10 Seattle 9 

basketball 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION: indlaw 12BIA 
Clippers 106. LA Lakers 1U TewOTO 105: 
aErtoiie 101 Ptvladeiphu 90: Clavjtend 93 
Orlando 86; Miami 121 Boston 95. Now 
Jersey M» Ariarla 90: San Antonto £S New 
Yort tis Chcape 108 Detiott iOi (OT). 

97 hS.sion 86. Oalas 104 
Varwuver 101. MrfwauWw 94 UoWen Sialfi 
89 (On. Seattle 88 Ulah 86 

BOWLS 

MB.T0N MOWBRAY: tons 
indoor chtmplWBfite Ftete 
S Si evens and I Bond |E«mU* D**?" 
andRCousins (UtaeswiZMfc SBtewd 

p Bark (Homcasttel tM G 

Warren fwarteccu “.’SSSTISh 
R Newman (WhiiewuflNs) B Jana n 
VWWna (Thomfield) 26-10: A GOdsefland £ 

TomSnandL Feary 
aid C Boon IShQltoKlI SM2 C S^and 
s Halmal rpUdralorl W AVO ax) J 

Morgan 17u ? 
mckmi (Eesl Dorset) fc* D 5 
LanetBodrrtn) 21-20 (after e>ira endLD 

ss^«sffaa®SH 
n ami u Griffith (loW) W R Sampson 

remand « 
Loeman (Srantey I WI C DoVjam 
acme (Kmmstei) 21-17. B VteMTC »» “ 

Rnai: R Johnson. A 
iTwvwdge) M M SW- M TomtOTy‘ 
Ttd&y (Dcjctiesta) 20-7 

One-day inlemational • 
{triangular tournament 

India v Australia 
COCHIN "O" fl^sS, ln3ia 
Austrako ty Jl ams 

INDIA , 

NSadr,jcC*h^Ws()^»^^ g 
S R Tendofra e Pww« Q 

*M Azhenxkki c M E Wtauflh 
bKasprowIcz .>...,.82 

VGKambf JavORemhe.33 
A Jade(a not cne ... .ICC 
H KamtLar bw b Manyn.57 
IN R Mongie not out. ft 
Extras Qb 11. w 8, rtf} 2) .-21 

Total (5 wMa. 50 overt)-308 

A Agartar. J Simah. A K^nOe and O 
Mohantyddnotbtf 
FALL QF1MCXET&-1-11. MR 300.4-184. 
5-305 
BOWLING Fleming IOOBI-1. Kaspnwocz 
ea-2-50-3; Moody KM>80-0r Wama IfrO- 
42-0: Sevan 60-34-0: Manyn 3.40-30-1; 
M EWautfi 30-210 

AUSTRALIA 

M E Waugh c Agartar b Smash  .28 
t A C Gecnts! c AdrarudtJn b Agaflar 6i 
R T Ponttig c AcfyamdcMa b Kjntfter . 12 
MG Sevan c Mongia b Tendutar .® 
•SR Waugh c and bTandutar . 26 
DSLehmannJbwbrenduaor— O 
TMMoodycMongrabTencUSar.... 23 
D P Martyn c Srtnath b TendJkar .. -.2 
S K Wane c Karaikai b KumOte .0 
OW Fleming c KunWe b Snnath .. 5 
M S KasprtSdcz not cm .6 
Extras (b 4. to 12. w 9. r* 7) _ ... 32 

Total (45JovwB)-268 

FALL OF WICKETS- 1-101. 2-UR. 3142. 
4-202. 5-222,6-239. 7-253. 6-254. 9-258 
BOWUNG Srinath 731-41-2; Mohanty 
50- 510, Agaikai 50-31-1. Kumtse 100- 
51- 1: Karttkar S4M6-1. TencWhar 
10-2-32-5 

Man a the match: S R TeneMer 
TOUR MATCH: Bofcmd (final do/ ot three! 
Emerging Boland 315 and 234. Lancasrtrp 
235-8 d« and 2980 (A Brto» 99). 
Match drawi 

CYCLING 

COOMA, Australia: Tow do Snowy wom¬ 
an's flwKtay race: Frai stage (9*m 
Cooma to TnrettX) VBaga)- 1. J Ldoqo- 
Gprall (Fr) 2hr 48mai 40sec 2. R 
PcWwctoie (Ldi). 3. S Plyde (N2) 4. C 
Hughes (Can) an ai 2mm 23sec. 5, M Oe 
Bavr: (Holll 225 Overall standings: i 
(nngo-CoreiR Chr 48mm Usnc. 2 
raSevere ai 2aa. 3. Pryije 2^5: 4. 
Hughes ai 2 40. 5. De Bisjn 3 27sec. 

GOLF 

LEADING WORLD RANKINGS: Women: 
l^io^Stem fswe) «0 KW 
(AUS) 42658 3, L Davies (GB) 300 97 4 K 

KhS(US)309Kb. LfWOTM 
2S7 81.6. H Alhedsaon (Swe) 24521. 7. C 

(US) 203 12: 8. J h*star (US) 

m^9,L Hackney (GB) IgA 1ft 0 
Pvrr*f (US) 168 78 Other Britons: 2D. T 
Ki(J®S;35.JMoriey(84.27):70. 

L Farelwigh (5525) 

ICE HOCKEY 

(^madeipNe 3 Oicago 2 

~ ICE SKATING 

MINNEAPOLIS-. World 

9. J Sebestyen (Hunth9° 
£« 100.11. ADerocwe(Can) IIO: 
Brel (Fm) 1Z.CI 13. ALUKWwmgegiJO; 

14. ft-P Lerav tFr) 

SaWotS'SusiAN »0 (5.YanfayEto 

and A Sikhanifcfze (possei 

o JSrSb25 6. S Xue 
T.MEJtsovaand 

KSJIU1^ 75 

Compulsory dances 1. A Kiytawa and O 
Owyanmkov (Rueoa). 04 factored place¬ 
ments; equal 2. S-L Bcumt and V Xraaa 
(Can) 10 and M AnlBBlna and G razsrai 
ffi) 10. 4. I Looacheva and I AverbMch 
(Russia) 1 ft 5, E Pinsnian and J S»«jow 
(US) 20; ft B Fuear-Pni and MMarg “ 
01)2 4:7, M DreCiazko and P Varegas i 
2 B; equal 8, K WnMar and R Lome ( 
34. and l Romanova and I Yaroehertco 
flJkr) 34; 10. S Nowak and S KotaGKfty 
(Pel) 4.0 Brttteh plactofic 24. C Clements 
and G Shorttand. 9 B 

MODERN PENTATHLON 

VARSITY MATCH: OXFORD v CAM¬ 
BRIDGE: Mem 1. M Bames (Qdorcf) 
5^75p». 2. T Kennedy (Odoto) 5.132; 3. J 
MUST [CWonfl 4 .see 4. P Kelly (Qdonfl 
4.792 5. B Haked (Cantoridge) 4^82:8. A 
QxvWigton fCwkxd) 4.B48. 7. D Lord 

Conol (Camondge) 3.98?. 12 T Otehcte 
(CumOrktol 3 J05. Teem totals: Oxford 
29.057: Cambridge: 2SJ54 Woman: l. L 
WS Cocks (CMcrd) 5.3i4pCB. 2. P 
Whlehousa (CamOndgs) 4&06; 3, E De 
FM (Oxford) 4.880. 4. H Thompson 
(Cambndge) l.ffie. 5. L Hssefl (Oxfcmf) 
4.60ft & J MkXfsicn (Cambridge) 43H. 7. 
R Jones (Camtxlog^ 4.48ft B. C Tuck 
(Cambridge) 4J42. 9. D Lee (Oxford) 
4,061. 10. K VWdar (CWord) 3.761 Team 
totals: Cambridge 22.867: Oxford 22,625. 

RACKETS 

QUEEN'S CLUB: Lacosta Open dniblae 
CtiamptonUto: First ixx«t T Savwey- 
Cockson and W Sawrey-Cookaqn bl A 
Smith-Bfoflham and G Smith-Blr^am 
15-5.15-11.13-15.15-10.15-4: J Male and 
M htoeWWama bt A RoWnson and D Mehm 
15-2. 15-9. 15-5 15-4. H Angus and A 
Sc8mmsfiM J Clane and RGtm 1&4. tS- 
a 156,15-4 

REAL TENNIS 

LOWS: Brffisn Land amateur singles: 
Fh«t round: J Snow bl A Beeson waftwren 
J Prann a J AchesomGray 6-1. 6-5. 1-6. 
SB. 6-3: M Howttd a A Lumsden 6^. 5-6, 
&-a4-e.6-1:APafl0WNUoyd6-5.52.5 
4; J VWtocks blM Ward 6-1. 6-3. 6-2: 1 
SneBwfoRCtawcan. N CTHagan a W 
Cotegrave 64). e-4. 8-2. N PendnQfi a N 
Baker 6-0.6-0 60 

Felix Martinez, the Kansas City short stop, leaps over Rafael Palmeiro, of Baltimore 
Orioles, after completing a double play on the opening day of the new season 

McGwire proves early hit 
THE baseball season began 
with a bang, or rather, a 
fusillade across the United 
States on Tuesday as home- 
run hitters threw off the cares 
of winter with a series of hefty 
blows. 

Most eyes were on the two 
newcomers to the Major 
Leagues, the Arizona Dia¬ 
mondbacks and the Tampa 
Bay Devil Rays, who made 
their first appearances in. 
respectively, the National and 
American Leagues. Both 
teams lost. 

Tampa Bay went down 11-6 
to what is expected to be a 
resurgent Detroit Tigers team. 
Arizona might have hoped to 
do better than a 9-2 defeat at 
the hands of the Colorado 
Rockies, but in baseball there 
is always tomorrow. Another 
161 games stretch across the 
season ahead. 

By the time that the last of 
them is played* in September, 
the country may well be agog 
at the prospect of seeing the 

RUGBY UNION 

CUJB MATCH: Newport 55 Royd Navy S3 

By Keith Blackmore 

greatest of all baseball records 
broken. Roger Maris hit 61 
homers in 196), breaking a 
record set by Babe Ruth and 
nobody has come closer to 
surpassing him than Mark 
McGwire, of the St Louis 
Cardinals, who hit 58 last 
season. 

One of the highlights of last 
summer was the race between 
McGwire and Ken Griffey Jr, 
of the Seattle Mariners, who 
hit 56. to be the first to match 
Maris. Both men are off in 
pursuit again already. 

Griffey was one of four 
Mariners to homer in his 
team's opener against the 
Cleveland Indians, the Ameri¬ 
can League champions, but it 
was not enough to stave off 
defeat 10-9. 

McGwire was altogether 
more successful- His homer, 
struck off the Los Angeles 
Dodgers’s starting pitdier. 
Ramon Martinez, was a grand 

slam and helped to carry the 
Cardinals to an encouraging 
6-0 victory. 

It was "the first time in the 
exalted history of the Cardi¬ 
nals that someone had hit a 
grand slam on opening day. 
His manager. Tony Russa. 
was impressed. “McGwire’s 
hit was huge," he said. “If he 
didn’t get it. we may not have 
scored at all. Martinez was 
pitching very tough." 

The Florida Marlins may 
have spent the off-season 
offloading the talent that won 
them tite World Series last 
year, but it made no immedi¬ 
ate difference to their fortunes 
on the field. 

Their starting line-up 
included only four of the 
outfield players who began the 
decisive final game last Octo¬ 
ber. but the Marlins still 
overcame the Chicago Cubs 
11-6. The World Series’ most 
valuable player, Li van 
Hernandez, was the winning 
pitcher. 

TRIATHLON 

Lessing 
aims to 
play the 
avenger 

By David Powell 

CHRIS McCORMACK. the 
Australian who denied Simon 
Lessing a third successive 
world championship last year, 
is io challenge the Briton for 
his London Triathlon title this 
season. 

Another measure of the 
London eveni’s growing status 
is that ir will serve as qualify¬ 
ing race for the Olympic 
Games, with points at stake 
for entry into Sydney 2000. at 
which triathlon makes iis 
Olympic debut. 

Lessing won the inaugural 
London event unchallenged 
last September, but a repeal of 
his two-minute victory cannot 
be expected with McCormack 
in the field. In Penh, two 
months after London. McCor¬ 
mack ended the five-year hold 
on the men's title that Great 
Britain enjoyed. 

Lessing had won it in 1692. 
1995 and 1996 and Spencer 
Smith in 1993 and 1994. By the 
time that London comes 
around on September 20. Les¬ 
sing hopes to have the world 
title back. The world champi¬ 
onships take place in Lau¬ 
sanne three weeks before 
London. 

London is towards the end 
of a season in which Lessing's 
priorities are the Goodwill 
Games, in New York, the 
world championships and the 
France Iron Tour. “So it is too 
early to start shaking in my 
boots yet" Lessing, who is 
based in France, said of his 
London defence. “London is 
important to me because it is 
one of the few opportunities 1 
have to race in the United 
Kingdom." 

Though it had teething trou¬ 
bles last year, when a section 
of the women’s field was 
mis routed. Lessing said: “It is 
an excellent race. They will 
have learnt .from last years 
mistakes and 1 am sure they 
are capable of putting on a 
bigger and better race." 

A mass participation event 
along the fines of the London 
Marathon, organisers are pre¬ 
paring for 3,000 entries, “ft is 
very important for the future 
of our race that we do not just 
attract the mass entries, but 
also the world's best" Michael 
Smith wick, the event manag¬ 
er. said- 
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Rusedski 
entry 

confirmed 
■ TENNIS: Greg Rusedski 
and Tint Henman will be pan 
of the usual high-dass 
field for the Stella Artois 
championship at Queen’s 
Club from June S-14. Great 
Britain's leading players 
will be joined by Patrick 
Rafter, the US Open 
champion. Jonas Bjorkman, 
of Sweden, and Goran 
Ivanisevic, of Croatia. 

Mark Phifippoussis. of 
Australia, will defend his title 
and Pete Sampras has 
asked for one of five wild-card 
places to be reserved for 
him. 

■ BADMINTON: England 
were yesterday given a 
favourable draw for the 
liber Cup. the women's 
world team 
championship finals, in 
Hong Kong next month. 
They have avoided China, 
the favourites, and are in 
the same section as Holland, 
who finished below (hem 
in the European qualifying 
tournament. Indonesia, 
tile holders, and South 
Korea. 

■ ROWING: Greg SearJe. 
of Molesey. the Great Britain 
sculler, will be aiming to 
add the Scullers Head trophy 
over the Mortlake to 
Putney course on Saturday to 
his list of recent successes. 
Searle, who converted to 
sculling from rowing in 
late 1996, dispelled any 
doubts about this decision 
by winning at Henley last 
summer: He took the 
bronze medal in last 
Septembers world 
championships and won the 
Thames World Challenge 
in December. 

■ SPORTS POLITICS: A 
Belgian surgeon, Jacques 
Rogge, touted as a 
possible future International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) 
president has been 
appointed chairman of 
the coordination commission 
for &e2004 Summer 
Games in Athens. 

■ SNOOKER: Daniel 
Wheeler, 16. has become the 
youngest qualified coach 
in Great Britain. 

SQUASH 

LAMBS CLUB, London; British Open 
OwnptonsNp: Marc Second round: 0 
Jenson jfiua) tt G Rydfofl (Can) 10-15, 
10-15,15-11.15-14,1H D Evans (VWes) 
KJftj«r(C»iarts)£J5,15-17, drafted 
inlurBd Women: Ftoa round: L Joyce (NZ) 
a M Zteto (Eflypl) 9-8.8-3.9-1: Luttamian 

Main (AcSjaSQrtodj&g) 95. 91 reL 
Second round: S Fttz-Gadd (Aua) bt R 
Macro (GB) 9-2.93.91; f Onto (GB) W 
L Wng (Ajs) 9-4.5-9.9-6.96 Agftfltoito 
Ants: Mon: Over-45: H Johan (Surey) bl R 
Robinson (Yortehtoj) 82. 8-10, 9-1. 100. 
Owr-6ft.S Shorten (Kara) btB Cook (Aus) 
9-7,93,9-1 Oven65: M KhaUa (Meraw- 
stta) bt P Kirton (Sussex) 98. 9-6, 93. 
Over-60; J Lwn (Esas) bl J Cox 
lofdshha)83.9-1,9-1 Vfamen: OwMS: S 
Wrench (Bedtordahrtl « M North (Surey) 
100,100,9-5 

TENNIS 

HILTON HEAD, South CaraBrac FOndy 
Octe Cup: Finn round: N Saaafna&J 
(Japoi) bt Y BbsuM (Indo'j 6-1. 10.01, B 
Schute-MaCaithy (HoQ bl O Barabenscrt- 
tow (Bafol 01; 70: S fartra (to bt 0 
Lugina Mo) 01. ret A Glass (Qsd bt C 
Chstea ffforii) 7 6.6 2: F LabfllWra) bl W 
Probsl (Gtf) 01.01. M de Swart* (S« bl D 
Chfecftova (Cz) 00, ret P Scholar (Srrftz) 
bl A MauBEmcj (FO 60. 70: R Sancte (It) 
bl A-G Stoat (Fr) 03. 1-6. 6-4. C Toner*- 
Vdtao (Sp) K F U-(China) 7-5, 8-2; E 
LWKrtasva (Russia) « T Panova (Russia) 
30.02, 04; N Zvereva (Beta) bt G Leon 
Ganas (Sp) 64, 7-5 

POOLS DIVIDENDS 

UTTLEWOOCS: Treble dianca: 23pts, 
£1925300. 22. Cl 39 50, 21. £1360. 2a 
£320. Haff-dme result ?ipts, £30225. 
Four draws: £83.75 Nine homes: £15.40 
Rva sways E323 50. 
VERNONS: Treble chance: 2Jpls. 
£84.678 00,23. £73020, 22, £10875 
ZETTERS: Treble chance: 2Spts. 
£1.41240 22 £9.00. 21. C1-2S. KXT 
draws: £20.00 Baht homes: E2S0 Four 

£4500. « draws treble chance: 
£200 BO. 23. £1015 Fair Rve: 

*25 lucky numbers: X 27. 11, 25. 
26,14 

SNOW REPORTS 

Depth 
(cm) Conditions Ruts to 

L U Piste Ofl/p resort 

Weather 
(5pm) Last 

°C snow 

ANDORRA 
Sokfcu 30 90 

(Upper slopes 
r soring 
OK'tower runsfiksrtyj 

AUSTRIA 
KfcbOhe* 0 120 far varied dosed sun 823/3 

(Upper dopes hn/tfing snow fairly we#’ icy am, son pm) 
Qberqurul 60 1® 5°°d varied slushy fair 1023/3 

• (Typical spring conOOons: tkxhgwgl OK. icy am) 

FRANCE 
Avoriaz 100 130 lair heavy slushy doud 424/3 

LeS2 Alpes fair varied worn doud 824/3 
i above 2100m before midday) 

Ratoe 30 190 fair heavy wOm doud 824/3 
(Good ptsia doing between 10.30am and mxMay) 

Madrid 66 126 far varied worn doud 824/3 
(Mod upper runs are skiing OK but low&r slopes pafchy) 

jj^gno 22 154 talr varied 6iushy fine 1023/3 
(Atesf upper pistes h(tiding up wert- Sowar slopes wsfl 

SWITZERLAND 
Vertjier 5 140 fair varied slushy doud824/3 

{Best conditions above 2500m: poor visfttfify pm) 
vitas 0 40 slushy Effing dosed dfXXj 724/3 

(Slushy spring sWng: 22/38 ms open) 
Wsngen 0 40 fair varied doeed rain 1024/3 

(Soma good sXflng at SchHthom awful weameri 

Source: Sr) Dub of Great Britain. L - lower slopes; U - upper ad - artffida) 

AN EXCLUSIVE PRIZE DRAW THE TIMES 

FOUR TOYOTA 
LAND CRUISERS 
TO BE WON 

CARS FOR AN ACTION-PACKED LIFESTYLE 

Today The Times offers readers the chance to win 
one of four Toyota Land Cruiser Colorados, one of 
the best 4 x 4s around. 

COLLECT SEVEN TOKENS AND YOU COULD WIN: 

• a five-door Land Cruiser Colorado GX worth 
£27,874 on the road 
• a tee-door Land Cruiser Colorado GS worth 
£21,039 on the read 

We have two of each model to be won with one 
year’s road tax plus a tfareeyear 60,(XXknile warranty. 
M terms and conditions were published on Monday 
March 23. Prices are correct at time of going to press. 

The high driving position of the Colorado gives 
excellent visibility, something you will appreciate on 
a mountain track or the school run. Power-assisted 
steering makes manoeuvring and parking easier. 
And on the open road you will appreciate the 
responsive 3-iitre turbodiesel engine. 

® TOYOTA 
For your nearest Toyota dealer, call 0800 777 555 

HOWTO ENTER 

Simply collect seven differently numbered tokens 
from the 19 published in The Times between March 
21 and April 11. Token 11 is below. You can enter our 
free prize draw as many times as you want The 
second entry form will appear on Saturday. Each 
entry must be accompanied by seven differently 
numbered tokens (a bonus token is allowed). 
The closing date for entries is Monday April 20,1998. 

FEATURES OF THE TOYOTA 
LAND CRUISER COLORADO GS AMP GX 

Both models have: twin airbags, electric front 
windows, tilt adjustable steering column, power- 
assisted steering, 4-speaker Sony RDS 
radio/cassette. The GX has 
all the above plus: air 
conditioning, electronically 
controlled ABS, electric 
external mirrors, leather 
covered steering wheel, alloy 
wheels, and a 4-speaker 
Sony radio/CD player. 

CHANGING TIMES 
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‘Sport for all should mean the celebration of mediocrity’ 

Racket where losers are winners 

The most underrated 
quality in today's 
sport is mediocrity — 
and we don't hear 

enough cheers for it. A few 
days ago in Connecticut, there 
died an innovator who might 
well be the patron saint of the 
mediocre sportsman. Almost 
half a century ago, he pulled 
off something that is very rare 
in the history of games — he 
gave a new sport to the world. 
It was a sport almost anyone 
could pick up instantly. 

In 1949. Joe Sobek, a tennis 
professional, frustrated that 
he could not find an indoor 
racquet sport that he liked, 
designed a new racquet 
messed around with the rub¬ 
ber core of a tennis ball and 
invented racquetball. 

Once dubbed "high-speed 
tennis in a box", racquetball 
can be a fierce game, it is 
considered by many to be the 
fastest racquet sport in the 
world. At the elite level, service 
speeds can near 330mph and, 
even at the slower pace of 
everyday competition, heated 
rallies can liven up the most 
modest of contests. 

At the top, there is a lucra¬ 
tive professional tour in the 
United States. Japan. Mexico 
and Canada, and they are 
trying to have it added to the 
Olympic Games in Athens in 
2004. Yet it is easy enough and 
popular enough to be played 
by nine million people in 91 
nations. 

When the fitness craze of the 
1970s hit and Americans found 
themselves looking for new 
and challenging athletic activi¬ 
ties. the timing was perfect for 
racquetball. The fitness spin¬ 
offs are magnificent and it is 
used as conditioning for sports 
including swimming, athlet¬ 
ics. football and basketball. 
You can bum off nearly 800 
calories an hour playing it and 
power and strength are not 
required, making it attractive 
to women and older men. 

Yet the real attraction of the 
game is that anyone can pick, it 
up almost instantly and you 
can happily have a go even if 
you are not much good. “It’s 

Sobek. above right, who invented racquetball, devised a game that can be learnt 
easily and from which the recreational player gains as much as the champion 

an easy game to learn." Sobek 
once said. "in about 15 min¬ 
utes of practice, anyone can 
attain instant mediocrity." 

The joys of “instant medioc¬ 
rity" are what the commenta¬ 
tors. administrators, coaches 
and players at the top of world 
sport all too easily forget — for 
behind the commercial hype 
and ballyhoo of an Olympics 
or a World Cup lies another, 
even greater, world of sport 
This is the sport of the people, 
millions of them, all eager to 
find some pleasurable and 
health-giving way of occupy¬ 
ing their leisure time. 

Sport used to belong to them 
in the days before .it was 

ijacked and reorganised by 
If-styled visionaries and gov- 

Ml 

3 

eming bodies in the 19th 
century. But ever since Baron 
de Coubertin revived the mod¬ 
em Olympic Games, they 
have been squeezed out 

De Coubertin was fond 
enough of bleating “it's not the 
winning, it's die taking part 
that matters", but the reality is 
that it is only those who go 
“higher, faster and stronger" 
that make the headlines. 

So experts return from the 
great games, or the World 
Cup. counting only the win¬ 
ning medals Mid shaking their 
heads in despair at Great 
Britain’s sporting decline and 
failure. Bur in counting med¬ 
als, they may be counting die 
wrong thing, for the chief 
criterion of whether a sport is 

booming and healthy could 
just as easily be the numbers 
taking part as the degree of 
proficiency attained. 

Success should bejudged on 
quantity as well as quality. It 
should be about the thousands 
having a go. irrespective of 
medals ana records, not just 
about the handful striving for 
some over-specialised objec¬ 
tive. Sport for all should mean 
the glorious celebration of 
instant mediocrity. 

The youngster kicking 
around in an endless football 
game in the local park, the 
middle-aged woman pattering 
the pavement chasing the 
dream of ninning a marathon, 
the pensioner swinging his 
tennis racket in the garden — 

‘STUNNINGLY DYNAMIC DART MAIL 

KILLING 
Stunningly dynamic 

DAILY 

M 

LEE CHILD 

liw limes bestseller - 
lest in paperback 

'.SH ’ #'•«>' bad offsi ci'f,:;i cr.iy :c Ins Cere; c-rc-rcrcci-fcr 

_ Catch Leg Child’s latest 
adrenalin-pumping 

TRYVHCt EErvE-stirediling thriller- 

UIEc[hU-0- also out now in 
■' - Bantam Press hardcover 

they are all examples of glori¬ 
ous sporting mediocrity. 

They are free to enjoy their 
sport, and the health and 
fitness it brings them, without 
the destructive pressure to 
excel and improve. It is these 
very pressures on the unfortu¬ 
nate and over-specialised elite 
at the top that cause the 
problems and distortions of 
sport Cheating, drugs, profes¬ 
sional fouls — the sportsman 
who is happy with mediocrity 
needs none of them. 

The use of illegal medicines 
and drugs is, for instance, 
simply the logical and sad end 
to toe process of preparing 
men and women for a narrow¬ 
ly specialised function. Health 
and fun, toe very things that 
make sport for the millions 
worthwhile, are kicked ruth¬ 
lessly aside in the drive to 
excel. The old East Germany 
was stuffed with medal-win¬ 
ning freaks, but there was 
little room in their sports 
programme for the mediocre. The beauty of a game 

like that invented by 
Sobek is that toe rec¬ 
reational player can 

get as much from it as the 
champion. Sobek himself nev¬ 
er won any great titles, nor 
made any great fortune, at his 
own game, but when the sport 
set up a Racquetball Hall of 
Fame, his was the first name 
on the list 

“it's truly astonishing," he 
said. "A sport 1 began for a few 
friends is now played by 
millions all over toe world." 

It is not astonishing at all. of 
course, for what Sobek had 
stumbled on was the secret of 
all the best games—they are so 
simple that, with a touch of 
“instant mediocrity", you can 
ergoy them for the Test of your 
life. • 

John Bryant 

FIXTURES 

FOOTBALL 
Kick-oil 7.30 unless stated 
‘eknowMW 
Cup Winners'Cup 
Semi-final, first leg 
VIB Stuttgart v Ujcomottv Moscow . . 
Vicenza v Chelsea (7 45).. 
AVON INSURANCE COMBNATON: First 
division: Ipswich v Watford (7.0) 
SMIRNOFF IRISH LEAGUE. Rret (Svstofi: 
Dungannon Swills v Came*. 
FA! HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE: 
Premier division: Dundalk v KArony 
(745) 
SCREWHX DIRECT LEAGUE: Premier 
division: Tiverton v Baekweil 
NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE: First 
dhrUorc HaGflnotfen v Busccugh 
JEWSON SOUTH WESTERN LEAGUE 
CUP: SenMrafc Bodmin 4 Uskeasd 

RUGBY LEAGUE 
CUB MATCH: Dewsbury v OWwn (7J0L 

OTHER SPORT 
BASKETBALL Budwaser League: Loop- 
ads v Thomas Valey Tigers (7.30); Derby 
Storm v Leicester Riders (8 0) 
BOWLS: EISA rational championship frets 
pn Mellon Mowbray). 
SNOOKER. Bt*eh Open (al Plymouth 
PawHonsJ 
SPEEDWAY: Speedway Star Clip: ipswch 
v Eastbourne (7 30). Challenge Matches: 
Swndon v Poole (7 30): Sheffield v Ail 
(7 45). 
SQUASH: British Open (at the National 
Indoor Arana, Birmingham). 
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Answers from page 45 

RECIBIENDO 
(b) A. method of killing the boll 

which the bullfighter receives 
le charging bull on the point of 

his sword. From the Spanish 
reribir. to receive. Ernest 
Hemingway. Death in the 
Afternoon. mat -He did kill 
several times recibiendo. 
receiving the bull on the sword 
in the old manner." 
OBIE 
fe) One of a number of annual 
awards for off-Broadway 
theatre productions. 
Replicating (he pronunciation 
of the colloquial abbreviation 
for off-Broadway. “Last year, 
several Obits. the prize theatre 
awards normally reserved for 
the stalwarts of Off-Broadway. 
were given to OOB Isc. off-off- 
Broadwayf veterans, among 
them actor Kevin O'Connor and 
playwright Sam Shepard." 
RIEL 
(c) The basic monetary unit of 
Kampuchea, equivalent to 100 
sen.The Khmer word. "The 
blade market value of the pound 
sterling rose to 500 riel alter the 
quarrd with America." 
PLUTON 
(b) An intrusive body of igneous 
rock formed beneath the earth's 
surface, especially a large one. A 
back-formation from piutonisch 
plutonic. “The granite appears 
to have come up along the edge 
of the mostly consolidated Pikes 
Peak mass and spread In a 
series of plutons and sills.” 

SOLUTION TO WINNING 
CHESS MOVE 

1. QgW hxg5: 2 hxg5» KgS; 3. Rh8»! 
Kxh8:4,Qh5t Kg8;5.g6aiidmatc 
follows. 

TELEVISION CHOICE 

Mind-expanding television 
Oklober 
/TV', 9JOQpm 
When the lento month of the year is spelt the 
German way you know something sinister is afoot. 
Sure enough, toe Oklober project of Stephen 
Gallaghers thriller is a drug that can bend minds 
and make an illegal fortune for a multinational 
pharmaceutical comf 
throws away r' 
Jim Harper, a 
Switzerland who is accidentally given toe drug and 
forced to flee to England barely one step ahead of 
the company's heavies. Gallagher's script, which 
he based on nis novel, lends to leave gaps and does 
not always explain what is going on. But in his 
other role as director Gallagher keeps toe mood 
dark and the tension simmering and the mixture of 
pursuit thriller and science ration nightmare is 
compelling. 

Stephen Tompkinson as Jim (ITV. 9pm) 

are bog bodies:1 They arc the amazingly well 
preserved remains of human beings buried in peat 

Silent Witness 
BBCI, 930pm 
On the mortuary slab for toe attention of tonight fie 
Amanda Burton ’s Dr Sam Ryan is a young woman 
whose life was short but eventful. At 17 she already 
had one child and at the tone of her death was 
expecting another. Her family background was 
tangled enough already, what with a violent father, 
a mother (Lesley Mauri tie) who allegedly hated 
her and a stepfather (Jesse Birdsall) who showed 
her much more affection that fictional stepfathers 
usually do. Gwyneth Hughes's two-parter sets up a 
nicely complicated murder mystery which lacks 
neither suspects nor surprises. While we are 
waiting for it to unravel Dr Samis relationship 
with James Sibenys surgeon is proceeding nicely 
and her once dowdy sister turns up leaking radiant 
and announces she is getting married. 

Horizon: Overkill 
BBC2. 930pm 

Philip Martin's film about bog bodies challenges 
customary Horizon practice in two respects. For 
one thing it dispenses with a commentary, a daring 
thing to do when explaining complex science. 
Secondly, and even more startling, it snows experts 
disagreeing with each other. Horizon usually 
presents scientific consensus, but not here. So what 

uuu UIC UUUU.J w ;-Jr" / 

a pagan ritual, though this is one of toe points on 
which toe experts disagree. The suirang point of 
the film, however, is toe delivery of a skull m a 
Cheshire bog which ted to a man confessing to the 
murder of his wife. He was convicted but 
subsequent carbon dating suggested that toe skull 
was more than 1.500 years old. 

Short and Curiies 
Channel 4. 9.45pm 
It is always worth having a look at this inelegantly 
tided series which features short films by new 
directors and writers. The pieces can be 
pretentious or obscure but many show a talent 
which is later rewarded with more substantial 
commissions. Terence Gross opens toe eleventh 
season with The Sin Eater, which for originality of 
theme alone deserves high marks, ft is about a 
man (Rhys (fans) who symbolically eats toe sins of 
the dead from off the top of their coffins, thereby 
releasing toeir unblemished souls for the journey 
to Heaven. He has not attempted to eat the sins of a 
living person until he meeLS a young widow (Josie 
Lawrence) who says she has very big sins indeed 
and invites him round to dinner. A Gothic 
thunderstorm accompanies toeir increasingly 
sensual encounter. Peter Waymark 

RADIO CHOICE 

Night Waves 

Radio 3. lO-4Spm 
How long will this edition of the arts magazine 
programme be under way before toe words 
Millennium Dome crop up? Expect an early 
mention for one of the items tonight is a discussion 
about architecture in the next century, timed to 
coincide with a London conference on the subject 
The Dome is of course a piece of architecture 
designed to straddle this century and the next: 
therefore it is perhaps symbolic of the age of leisure 
in that it strongly resembles a tent But T tike it and 
if toe Dome's radicalism is an indicator of what 
tonight's programme is all about, specifically 
whether technological development will encoun 
or inhibit architects in toe next century, then 
chances are that ft will encourage them. 

RADIO 1 

630am Kevin Greeting and Zoa Ball WH) Simon Mayo 124)0 
Jo WWley. Includes 1230pm Newsbaat ZOO Chns Moytes 
4.00 Dave Pearce Includes 5.45 Newsbeal 6.00 Dave Pearce 
(L30 The Evenfag Session 8.30 Live Musk: Update 8A0 John 
Peel, includes a session by Ariai M 1CL30 Mary Anne Hobbs 
1.00am Bfae Jam 2.00 Chaste Jordan 4.00 CSva Warren 

RADIO 2 

64t0am Sarah Kennedy 7.30 Wake Up to Wogan 9 JO Ken 
Bruce 11.30 Jimmy Young 130pm Debbie Thrower 34X) Alex 
Lester 54*5 John Dunn 74X) David Allan's Cotfttry Chi) AOO 
Paul Janes SLOO The Deniece.WHflams Show 9.30 The Griff 
Rhys Janes Snow 10.00 Comedy Showcase The Bunker 
1030Mo Dutia 12.05am Sieve Madden 34)0 Annie Othen 

RADIO 5 LIVE 

OJXlam The Breakfast Prograrritie 9JX) Nicky Cempbeif 1200 
Midd3y with Mair 200pm Ruscoe on Five 44M Nationwide with 
Jutan Wbmcker 7J)0 News Extra 7 JO on the Line 8J» Inside 
Edge with Rob Bonnet 9.00 SportsAmerica with Alton Byrd 
9J0 Sportshop 10.00 Late Night Live. Presented by Nick 
Robinson 1.00am Up All Night &00 Morning Reports 

VIRGIN RADIO 

JLOOam Cam In Jones 7 JO The Chris Evans Breakfast Show 
1Q4M Russ WJkams ijOQpm Nick Abbot 4jDQ Robin Banks 
7 4» (FM) Pari Coyle (AM) Flay Cokes 10.00 Mark Forrest 
24toam Richard Porter 

TALK RADIO 

BJOam Kirely Yotng with Btt Orenon 9.00 Scon Chisholm 
12.00 Lorraine Kelly 24Mpm Tommy Boyd 4410 Paler Deetey 
7 JO Anna Raeburn 9DO James Whale 1.00am Ian Coftns 
54» The Early Show 

Kaleidoscope 
Radio 4.4.05pm 
This is toe pen ultimate edition of the afternoon arts 
show that dies tomorrow, to be replaced from 
Monday by Front Row. I highlight Kaleidoscope 
today in part because this is its 25to anniversary 
edition and the programme reviews many of tis 
triumphs and disasters, including toe occasion 
when a contributor fainted on-air. The presenter 
today is Paul Vaughan, one of toe most articulate of 
broadcasters, no mere frontman but a person who 
actually knows of what he speaks, t am not alone in 
regretting the passing of Kaleidoscope and 
although 1 understand toe argument that 4.05 is 
not toe best time of day for an arts programme, it 
gives the departing afternoon schedule a certain 
gravitas and intellectual vigour. Peter Barnard 

WORLD SERVICE 

TJOim News (LOO News a.15 Of! the Shelf 8J0 Compos® erf 
the Month 94)0 News; (648 ontyj News in German 9.10 Pause 
far Thought 9.15 PerttxmEncs 9JQ Blues Wcrfa 10.00 (lews 
10.05 World Business Report 10.15 History Today 10.30 
Network 1045 Sports Roundup 11.00 Newsdesk 11.30 
Discovery 12.00 Newsdesk 1230pm The learning Worid 
12.45 From Our Own Correspondent 1.00 News. (648 oniyt 
News in German 14)5 World Business Report 1.15 Britain 
Today 130 Record News 1-45 Sports Roundup 24)0 
Newehour 34)0 News 34)5 Outlook. 34)0 MU Li track X-Press 
4.00 News 44)5 Spans Roundup 4.15 Westway 4.30 The 
Vintage Chart Show. (648 only] News in German 5.00 Europe 
Today 530 World Business Report 5-45 Britain Today 6.00 
News 6-30 Record News; (648 only) News n German 6.45 
Sports RoundLp 7.00 Newsdesk 7 JO Assignment 8.00 News 
Summary 8411 Outlook 825 Pause far Thoughl 830 John Peel 
9.00 Newshov 104)0 News 10.05 World Business Report 
10.15 Britan Today 1930 Meridian Books 11.00 Newsdes*1 
11J0 Insight 11A5 Sports Roundup 12.00 News 12.05am 
Outlook 1230 John Peel 14)0 Newsdesk 1 JO Westway 1A5 
Britain Today 2.00 Newsdesk 3-30 Composer of the Month 
3.00 Newsday 330 Focus on Faith 44M News 4.05 World 
Business Report 4.15 Sports Roundup 430 The World Today 
5.00 The World Today 

CLASSIC FM 

6.00am Breaklast with Bailey Nick Bailey Wiinduces muse lor 
the rooming 8.00 Henry Kelly Michael Barry prepares lemony 
eggs with shrimps Plus. Die Record of the Wee* 12.00 
Lunchtime Requests Jane Markham presents listeners' 
favourite music 2.00pm Concerto Ravel (Piano Conceno in Gl 
3-00 Jamie Click, includes Continuous Classics and ANer-iom 
Romance 6J0 NewsmghL Presented by John Brurming 7.00 
Smooth Classics al Seven with John Brurming 9.00 Evening 
Concert DvoWk (Symphonic Variations): Bach (Goldberg 
Variations); Tchaikovsky (Variations on a Rococo Themel. 
Dohnanyi (Variations on a Nursery Song) 11.00 Mann al fight 
Music lor the early hojs with Alan Mann 2.00am Cowerto (r) 
3.00 Mark Griffiths 

RADIO 3 

6.00am On Air, with Peiroc Trefawny. Delibes Power 
Duel Lakme); DeSus (On Hearing (he First 
Cuckoo in Spring); Bach (Double Vio&n Concerto 
in D minor, BWV1043) 

9.00 Mastemofte, with Peter 

Faurti (Violin Concerto): Roussel (Suite No 2. 
Bacchus et Artane) 

1030 Artist of the Week: Elly Ameling. The Dutch 
soprano teits Joan BakgMeU why a career in opera 
wasn't tor her and how she decided an a life on 
the concert stage instead (4/5) 

11.00 Sound Stories; Sagas—The NRwhmgenllsd. 
including excerpts from Wagner 
(GcXterdammerung) performed by Soloistsol the 
Vienna philharmonic under Georg Solii, Faurg- 
Messager (Souvenirs de Bayreuth) pertomied by 
Kathryn Stott and Martin Roscoe. pianos. Wagner 
(Die Walkure. arrangements) performed by 
Cyprian Katsaris. piano 

12_20pm Composer of the Week: MacMillan (4/5) 
1.00 Exits and Entrances. The last of free 

programmes in which Gordon Stewart fallows the 
comings and goings ol opera characiere. include 
exit ads from operas by Purcell. Puccini. Berg, 
BnUen. Mozart. Meyerbeer and Mussorgsky 

2.00 The BBC Orchestras. BBC Philharmonic under 
Tadaaki Otaka and Vassily Smaisky. With Mikhail 
Rudyjaano. Tchaikovsky (Voyevoda). Rachman¬ 
inov (Piano Concerto No 4); Tchaikovsky 
{Variations on a Rococo Thame; Symphony No 6) 

44)0 Ensemble. In the final programme in the series. 
Penny Gore introduces a rraiaJ by the Maggim 
Quartet Schubert, an NewbcuJd (Quartet 
Movement in C minor. D103, first performance) 
Mendelssohn (String Quartet in E flal. Op 44 No: 

4.45 Music Machine, with Verity Sharp 
5-00 In Tune, with Sean Rafferty The composer Mark 

AnthonyTumage talks abdui his iazz- inspired 
music Plus music irom Faur6. Bach and Vffla- 
Lobos 

. 7.30 Performance on 3. A performance of Handel's 
Oratorio Samson Thomas Randall, tenor. Lvrria 
Russell, soprano. Jonathan Besi bass, the' 
Sixteen, Symphony ol Harmony and invention 
under Harry Christophers 

10.20 Postscript Writing Between the Bar Lines. In 
the last ot (our programmes. Philip Dodd talks lo 
the novelists Hamf Kureishi Nik Cohn Gordon 
Bum and Jeil Noon 

10.45 Nk 
on 

11.30 Composers of tiie Week: Louis and Francois 
Couperin, with Paul Guine/y (4/5) (r) 

12.30am Jazz Notes. Digby Farnwaalher pr&senls (he 
fast pan of a concert featuring the iaz^ trumpet 

1.00 Through the NIghL fncfades 1.00 Utrecht 
Symphony Orchestra under David ShaMnn LiSd 

Hunganan Fantasy): Saml-Sa^ns 
(Symphony No 3 in u minor. Groan] 2.10 Valene 
J"rvpri Chopin (Ballade No 1 in G mmor Qd 23 

|a"S-OP» WB**ta31nAfSi. 
Op 4.. Ballade No 4 in F minor Op 52) 

Might Waves. Patrick Wriqhi etpfares The Pgtac. 
v Protects. ai me Roundhouse in London 

RADIO A 

535am (LW) Stripping Forecast 6.00 News Briefing 
6.10 Farming Today 6.25 Prayer for the Day 6J30 
Today 8.40 Yesterday m Parliament 8.58 Weather 

9.00 News 9.05 The Moral Maze, with Michael Buerfc. 
David Cook. Janet Daley. Michael MansMd, QC, 
and David Starkey 

10.00 (LW) News; The Daily Service 
10.00 News; Enoch Soames, by May Beerbohm, 

dramatised by Eric Pringle With Nigel Anthony. 
David Barmerrnan. Meredith. Christopher Wright 
and Rachel Atkms (i) 

10.15 (LW) On These Days 
104)0 Woman's Hour. Introduced by Jemi Murray 
11 JO From Our Own Correspondent 
12.00 News; You and Yours, with Mark Whittakar 
12.25pm The Oldest Mem ben The Salvation of 

George Mackintosh, by P G Woctehouse. 
Starring Maurice Denham as the doyen of Prior's 
Heath GoK Club wth Jefliev Holland. Salty Giace 
and David Simeon (fl 12^5 Weather 

14X) The Worid at One, with Nick Clarke 
1-40 The Archers (rl 1.55 SWppino Forecast 
24)0 News; Thursday Afternoon Play: Deep Down, 

by Carol McO-uigan (ri 
3.00 News; Afternoon Shift, with Dalre Brohan 
4.00 News 44)5 Kaleidoscope. Paul Vaughan 

ceiebrales Kaleidoscope s 25th brihday See 
Choice 

4.45 Short Story: Love of Fat Men, by Helen 
Dun more, read by SasMa Reeves (rj 

5.00 PM, with Charlie Lee-Potter and Chris Lowe 5.50 
Slapping Forecast 5.55 Weather 

600 Ne*s 6.30 King Stmei 

7.00 News 7.05 The Archers 
7^0 Watershed: The River Runs Dry. Ti 

'our-part investigaticn mlo the alaie o 
I^rshaw examines the d. 

tnecolorado River m the United 3tai« 
wieme m India which will leave ihoL 
viHagers hametess 

a“ St?d‘Dumb-Dav"^ walk 
VZSSF* ^ dumbing < 
education, media and culture an-J 

a » H16 we 316 seem*3 are an lor 
8-45 ne^Fr4®.rld!y: “Y NelghbouT-s Roi 

Duncan McLean dosenbes his i,fe ,n ( 

Fr^SLTm ana Ben'’ins ^ ' 

iS‘“ BoUn 10- fl5 ®edUn'ei Tlie Great Gatsb 

4 novel Read 
17 00 g*bv Maya Chowdn*. v 

in and Gary L, 
JitWLIS*tlay ln Pflr1lameiif 
11- 30 ®e^S?n- Sirrwi Fuchmor^ Vi 

Hokkaido in Winter \6.:6l ir) 
12 00 News l24Wam The Late Boole Mm 
12.48 Shimt arvL^aa bV James Voung 12.48 Shipping Forecast 1.00 As Worid % 

FREQUENCY GUIDE. RADI01. FM ET7.B-99.B RADIO 2. FM 88.0-90 3 radio n 

COmpB8d ^ ,an 
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With friends like these, who needs marriage? 
Friends worni their way into 

your affections because they 
are the small, select bunch of 

people you have known for years, 
people who know everything [here 
is to know about you, and still 
somehow like you. Of course, 

when I say “you” I obviously don’t 
mean “you" (especially if "you" 
happens to be the Duchess of York, 
trying to wangle a pan in the 
London episodes of the American 
sitcom. Friends). 1 mean someone 
who actually has some proper 
friends of their own, and doesn’t 
have to fill up their day by reading 
newspapers. People like Laura and 
Nick and Andy and Ian and 
Gerard, and the rest of the 
thirty somethings we met last night 
in Friends. Emma Hewitt's decep¬ 
tively ramshackle film for Mod¬ 
ern Times (BBC2). 

Why just thirty somethings? We 
weren't rally told, since there was 
no narrator and Hewitt was 
relying on the dozen chums to do 

all the talking. Maybe it’s because, 

as Scott Fitzgerald pointed our. “It 
is in the thirties that we want 
friends. In the forties we know that 
they worn save us any more than 
love did." Or maybe — because 
people tend to get married and 
have children later nowadays, or 
not ar all. or have been married 
and divorced before they have even 
reached the age of 30 - friends 
now play a different, perhaps more 
prominent, role in our lives. 

Maybe it was just that they were 
the first gang of chums Hewitt 
came across, which would be a. 
perfectly understandable ap¬ 
proach. After all. this is pretty 
much how we meet all our own 
friends; we might all easily have 
become pally with other people, 
had we met them first. 

One of the friends frames the 
plot for us at the beginning of the 
programme, as her various chums 
stan arriving at a weekend cot¬ 
tage; “All of them are basically 

really nice people and to some 
extent, especially over the past two 
or three years, wcVe been moving 
in a somewhat similar direction." What follows is a kaleido¬ 

scope of images and con¬ 
versations: their views on 

each other, on sex. on sex with each 
other, on commitment , on jobs, 
death, infidelity, on babies, on 
their insecurities; shots of people 
kissing, sharing memories, choos¬ 
ing favourite records, ribbing each 
other, falling into that easy intima¬ 
cy in which swearing at someone 
is, perversely, a token of friendship 
rattier than animosity. 

But it is still hard to bottle the 
essence of friendship for a tele¬ 
vision camera. This rapidly chang¬ 
ing collage jangled at first But 
slowly, like a photograph in a 
developing tank — and to a 
shamefully effective soundtrack of 
Louis Armstrong’s What A Won¬ 
derful World — we saw how 

REVIEW 

Joe 
Joseph 

Hewitt had captured, movingly, 
what it is that has made these 
people stick together. 

ft would be quite a severe test of 
friendship if some chums invited 
you round to dinner and offered 
you seme cheese they had spent 
weeks making and you found out 
that a key ingredient of the cheese 
happens to be thousands of stiH- 
wriggling maggots — the son of 
cheese that doesn’t carry a “best 

before" date so much as a “best 
after" date, once the maggots have 
got well and truly established in 
their new home. In the first 
episode last night of Antonio 
Carlucrio’s Southern Italian 
Feast (BBC2). Carluecio skined 
around the problem by lightly 
waving his bread over the cheese 
in a way that spared both his 
palate and die pride of his Sardin¬ 
ian hosts, a group of shepherds 
who live and work in the moun¬ 
tains of Bar bag ia. 

Earlier he took us back to the 
military school where he trained 
as an IS-year-dd. He would proba¬ 
bly have made a fine soldier if an 
army marches on its stomach, 
Carluecio has enough shoe leather 
around his waistline to last him 
several campaigns. But you 
blinked with disbelief at the 
school’s kitchens: mountains of 
Parma ham. trays of eggplant 
Parmigiana, slice after slice of veal 
simmering in velvety sauces, bath¬ 

tubs of pasta. If you plan on 
joining die army, why not reap 
some advantage from Britain's 
membership of the European 
Union and demand your right 10 

do your training at an Indian 
military base? 

The genial Carluecio is in a 
different league to the 
Ainsley Harriots of the tele¬ 

vision kitchen. Even if this series 
doesn't persuade you to buy the 
recipe book, it might well persuade 
you to emigrate to southern Italy. 
Neighbours (BBC2). on the other 
hand, might not be quite enough to 
make you pack your bags for 
Melbourne, Australia, although it 
has been keeping audiences loyal 
for nearly 13 years. The series 
reached another landmark yester¬ 
day when Helen Daniels (Anne 
Haddy). the matriarch of Ramsay 
Street and the last remaining 
member of the original cast, 
bowed out of the series. 

Returning from her long hospi¬ 
tal stay, Helen tries to end the 
continued feuding among her ex¬ 
tended family by inviting them ail 
round for a glass of champagne to 
toast her birthday. The highlight 
of the party is a nostalgic showing 
of the video of Charlene and Scott's 
wedding — that’s a young Kylie 
Mmogue and a long-haired Jason 
Donovan in case you’d forgotten. 

The kiss Charlene and Scott 
gave each other at the altar on 
being pronounced man and wife 
was so long and strenuous that 
you assumed they must be per¬ 
forming some arcane Australian 
marriage ritual that involved pass¬ 
ing a ping-pong ball from one 
mouth to the other. As the video is 
being replayed, and the family 
members are lost in reminis¬ 
cences, Helen closes her eyes and 
dies. It was a sad exit, though she 
cant be the first person to have felt 
all life drain out of them while 
watching Kylie Minogue. 

6.00am Business Breakfast (22463) 

7.00 BBC Breakfast News ft) (92847) 

9.00 Good Living (9309208) 

v 9.25 Kllroy (T) (4760444) 

" 1005 Style Challenge (799m 1) 

10.30 Can’t Cook, Won’t Cook |T) (5079314) 

10.55 The Really Useful Show Consumer 
adwee with Ruth Langstord and Tony 
Morris, plus health bps from Dr David Bull 
(T) (9861531) 

11-35 Reel Rooms (459419?) 

12.00 News (0(2948111) 

12.05pm Call My Bluff (3230444) 

12.35 Wipeout (8192276) 

1.00 One O’clock News (T) and weather 
(95734) 

1.30 Regional News (T) (77325043) 

1 AO The Weather Show (64969173) 

1.45 Neighbours Ifs the end of an era in 
Ramsay Street as the residents come to 
terms with the shock of Helen's sudden 
death (T) (92362227) 

2.10 Lion Country (63096463) 

235FancyThatl (5591395) 

- 2.45 Racing from Aintree Clare Balding and 
Richard Pitman introduce coverage of the 
3.10 Sandeman Mag hull Novice Chase 
(1454043) 

3.30 Ptaydays (1728550) 3-50 The Uttiest Pet 
Shop ..(9934734) 4.00 ChucWevislon 
(2688043) 4L20 Julia Jekyll and Harriet 
Hyde (7702598) 4.35 The Mask 
(8003208) 5JX) Newsround (T) (5216956) 
5.10 Grange Hill (T) (6271537) 

5.35 Neighbours (r) (T) (201598) 

5.00 Six CCtock News (T) and weather (53) 

6.30 Regional News (T) (55) 

7.00 Watchdog with Anne Robinson (T) 
(1043) 

7J0 EastEnders Ricky is caught off-guard 
when a practical Joke backfires (T) (89) 

8.00 Animal Hospital Rolf Harris asks Putney 
Animal Hospital Inspector Phil Norman 
who would leave 13 ducklings on the 
steps of Isteworth Crown Court (T) (7463) 

£L302pcint4 Children An Italian exchange 
student’s mysterious father raises 
worrying suspicions in the Porter 
household. Domestic comedy, starring 
Belinda Lang and Gary Olsen (T) (6598) 

9DO Nine O’clock News (T) and weather 

(6192) 

9.30 ajthaflKgl SHent Witness Amanda 
Burton, Nick Reding and 

Jesse Birdsafi star In the first of a two-part 
■ story (535227) 

10.25 The Mrs Merton Show 1694111) 

10.55 Question Time (I) 

11.55 Figure Skating Barry Davies reviews the 
original dance programme from this 
week's world championships in 
Minneapolis (875901) 

1235 am When He’s Not a Stranger (1989) 
qbh Annabeth Gish, John Teriesky and Kevin 
ojUilii Dillon star. Drama about a rape victim 

who encounters apathy and official 
indifference while Hying to prosecute her 
attacker. Directed by John Gray 
(2512609) 

2.05 Weather (2982680) 

2.10 BBC News 24 

VktooPkJS-t- and Hw Video Ptu&Codes 
The numbers next to eat* TV pogramme 
Bating are Video PtusCode** numbers, whch 
allow you to programme your video recorder 
Instantly with a \fldeoPIU8+ - Handset Tap in 
the video PlusCode for t5e prngwrane yaj 
wish to record. Vldeoplus+ {*). Pluacode ( ) 
and Video Programmer are trademancs or 
Gemstar Development Ltd. 

6.10am Insect Diversity (9974591) &35 
Molluscs. Mechanisms and Minds 
(6582376) 7.00 See Hear News (T) 
(8838685) 

7.15 Tetetubbles (r) (2385598) 7.40 Captain 
Caveman (r) 8.00 Blue Peter (r) (T) 8.30 
Brum (r) &A5 The Record (<1990192) 8.10 
Niagara's Gold, salvaging eight tons of 
gold from a wreck (9619109) 10.00 
Tetetubbles (88956) 

10.30 Foreign Correspondent (1940, b/w) 
I Alfred Hitchcock's espionage thriller 
about an American reporter who gets 
caught up with Nazi spies in Europe. With 
Joel McCrea, Larafrie Day and Herbert 
Marshall (70531) 

12.30 pm Working Lunch (36918) 1.00 The 
Family Ness (61703111) 1.05 Tales of the 
Tooth Fairies (61702482) 1.10 The Art 
and Antiques Hour (5536289) 

2.10 Racing from Aintree Coverage of the 
245 Marten Cup Chase (1018024) 

245 News (T) (2089668) 2JjO Westminster (T) 
(6649821) 3.25 News (I) (267180?) 

3 JO Racing from Aintree Coverage of the 
3A5 and the 4^0 (9923866) 

4.55 Esther: Revelations (8317096) 5.30 

Ready. Steady, Cook (82) 

6JX) Figure Skating Day two of the world 
champtonships. Commentary from Robin 
Cousins (44937) 

7.00 Third Rock from the Sun Dr Albright 
teaches Dick a lesson (T) (9685) 

7 jo Regional Programmes (31) 

8.00 Ground Force Creating a wildlife-filled 
haven In Norfolk (5005) WALES: Kane's 
Classics 

8.30 Top Gear How the Vector matches up to 
Ferrari and Lamborghini; tow-budgef 
buys tor young people (T) (7840) 

9.00 Steptoe and Son Albert 
announces he's getting married (f) (T) 
(4734) 

9.30 

Ancient murder victim (9.30pm) 

Horizon The bodies of Iron 
Age murder victims found In a 

Cheshire peat bog in 1983 (f) (519289) 

10.20 Trade Secrets Diehard campers offer 
heiplul hints on braving the great 
outdoors (7424B2) 

10.30 Newsnight (T) (731869) 

11.15 Late Review Mark Lawson. Tom Paulin, 
Ekow Eshun and AHison Pearson discuss 
the week's cultural highlights (418066) 
11,55 Skiing Forecast (527032) 12-00 
The Midnight Hour (94845) 

12£0am Learning Zone: Women In Science 
and Technology (65845) 1.00 Shooting 
Video History (60883) 2.00 GCSE 
Bitesize Revision: Science 3—Chemtetry 
4.00 Masterclass with Henry (93338) 
430 Rim Education- The Man in the Iron 
Mask (82661) 5.00 English Heritage — 
Teaching Primary History (69222) 5.30 
Teaching Today Special 12 (8214777) 
5.45 Power and Vision (83375) 

6.00am GMTV (1677685) 

9.25 This Morning (9679869) 

9.30 Vanessa (T) (5824145) 

10.10 This Morning (T) (71515821) 

1220pm Regional News (2952314) 

12.30 ITN Lunchtime News (T) (23444) 

IDO Shortland Street (80802) 

IDO Home and Away (T) (55043) 

2.00 The Jerry Springer Show (T) (2346289) 
2.45 Waffle (T) (401550) 

3.15 News (T) (2679444) 

3J20 Regional News (2609685) 

3.25 Potamus Park (2699208) 345 Weadora 
(r) (6957550) 3AS Paddington Bear (r) 
(9948937) 3D0 The Forgotten Toys. Last 

. In series (6969395) 4.05 The Sylvester 
and Tweefy Mysteries 01 (T) (5240531) 
4.15 Mike and Angelo (r) (T) (2678666) 
435 Cartoon Time (2424260) 4A5 
ReBoot (T) (8087280) 

5.10 A Country Practice (1192937) 

5.40 ITN Early Evening News (T) and 
weather (177192) 

6.00 Home and Away (r) (T) (570531) 

6-25 WALES: Wales Tonight (782005) 

635 HTV Weather (128227) 

630 The West Tonight (T) (73) 

7.00 Emmerdale Pollard's deceptions 
backfire 0) (6111) 

730WALES: Wales This Week (85) 

730House Hunters (T) (85) 

Facing up to the law (8.00pm) 

8.00 The Bilk Like Family A French au pair 
goes missing. Could there be a link to her 
moonlighting as a stripper? (T) (2531) 

830 Neighbours from Hefl IIA South Wales 
man’s request to have the access to 
fields blocked is met with an angry 
reaction from locals (T) (1666) 

9.00 OWober The first of a three-part ® thriller set in the world of drugs 
research (H (7173) 

10.00 News at Ten CO and weather 
(21598) 

10.30 Regional News (T) (854869)... 

10.40 WALES: The Ferret (707111) 

10.40 Vintage Monks (707111) 

11.10 WALES: Barry Welsh Is Coming 
(200024) 

11.10 The West This Week (200024) 

11.40 House Hunters (T) (608802) 

11.40 The Guest List (60S802) 

12.10 am Tales from the Crypt 

(1006864) 

135 New York News (2866086) 

2.20 Bonkers (r) (T) (2985715) 

3.15 The Chart Show (r) (8242680) 

4.05 Vanessa (r) (T) (4980970) 

4.40 ITV Nlghtscreen (5289680) 

530 News (22628) 

CENTRAL 

As HTV West except: 

1.00pm A Country Practice (80802) 

130 The Jerry Springer Show (5824024) 

5.10-5.40 Shortland Street (1192937) 

635 Central News (588550) 

1040 Lata Tackle (572043) 

11.40 Pulling Power (608802) 

12.10am Eastern Mbc (5630690) 

12^*0 The Jerry Springer Show (9323338) 

135 Not Fade Away (7689845) 

235 Box Office America (8320970) 

230 War of the Worlds (1359222) 

3.40 Eastern Mtx (24585883) 

4.10 Central Jobflnder '98 (1831932) 

530 Aslan Eye (4802203) 

-westcoumtby 

As HTV West except: 

12.15pm-1230 Illuminations (6138444) 

130 Emmerdale (80802) 

130 The Jerry Springer Show (5824024) 

5.10-&40 Home and Away (1192937) 

6-00-7.00 Westcounfry Live (31463) 

1030 Westcounfry News (838821) 

1045 The Great Escape (656173) 

11.15 On the Moor (686314) 

1145 Midnight Caller (770043) 

135am New York News (2866086) 

ssna 
As HTV West except: 

I2.15pm-12.30 News and Weather (6138444) 

5.10-5-40 Home and Away (1192937) 

6.00 Meridian Tonight (21) 

630-7.00 Grass Roots (73) 

730-830 Down by the River (85) 

1030 Meridian News and Weather (838821) 

10.45 FILM: Overexposed (10645111) 

135am New York News (2866086) 

As HTV West except 

130-130 Surprise Chets (80802) 

5.10-540 Shortland Street (1192937) 

635 Anglia News (588550) 

635-730 What's On (531937) 

1040 Cover Story (707111) 

11.10 Signs and Wonders (200024) 

1140 Midnight Caller (873579) 

135am New York News (2866086) 

Starts: 7.00 The Big Breakfast (18685) 9.00 
FILM: Walk, Don’t Run (96622668) 11.05 The 
Coasts Of Clyde (5965463) 1130 
Powerhouse (3145) 1230pm Rtckf Lake 
(11111) 1230 Sesame Street (54314) 1.00 
Slot Malthrln (63592647) 1.15 San Tan 
(63580802) 130 FILM: Johnny Eager (45463) 
330 Collectors' Lot (79) 4.00 Flfteen-to-One 
(14) 430 Countdown (98) 530 5 Pump (1289) 
5301 Dream of Jearmfe (50) 

6.00 Nawyddlon 6 (941005) 

6.10 Heno (523289) 

730 Pobof y Cwm (414821) 

735 Pwy ’DJ Pwy? (633685) 

a 00 Pam R DuW? (5963) 

830 Newyddlon (0208) 

9.00 To the Ends of the Earth (8043) 

10-00 First on Four (5681802) 

11.05 Dispatches (138918) 

1130 FILM: Frankie Starlight (460005) 

1.45am Dtwedd (44858834) 

CHANNEL 4 

6.00am Sesame Street ;r) (151731 

7X10 The Big Breakfast (18625) 
930 Walk, Don’t Run (1966] with Cary Grant, B Samantha Eggar and Jim Hutton. 

Romantic comedy directed by Charles 
Waiters (96622666) 

11.05 The Coasts of Clyde (5965463) 1130 
Powerhouse (T) (3145) 12.00 Sesame 
Street (11111} 1230pm I Dream ol 
Jeanne (54314) 1-00 Late Lunch (r) (T) 
(88444) 130 Spring Tunes (77309005) 

1.45 Sweet Smell of Success (b/w, 1957] MBurt Lancaster as a New York columnist 
and Tony Curtis as a press agent. 
Directed by Alexander McKendnck 
(36087024) 

330 Collectors' Lot (T) (79) 4.00 Fifteen-to- 
One (T> (14) 430 Countdown (1) 
(8097647) 

435 Ridd Lake Doctors and dietary experts 
offer advice to studio guests with severe 
eating disorders (T) (1952004) 

530 Pet Rescue (T) (50) 

6JOO Late Lunch Chat and cookery with Mel 
Giedroyc and Sue Perkins (T) (63) 

6.30 Hollyoaks Gina is incensed by Sol's 
behaviour towards Richard, Lucy makes 
plans tor her and Rob (T) (43) 

730 Channel 4 News (T) (361821) 

730 Mafia Cookbook Barbecued fresh fish 
(554173) 

8.00 Seaskters A member ol staff amazes 
everyone by handing in his notice (3/3) (r) 
07(5579) 

9.00 Dispatches How Britain's oldest mother, 
61 -year-old Liz Buttle, is bringing up baby 

(T) (139260) 

Actress Josto Lawrence (045pm) 

9.45 Short and Curlies: The Sin 
Eater Josie Lawrence and 

Rhys tens in an award-winn^g film, 
beginning the eleventh series of shorts by 
new directors and writers (T) (443314) 

10.00 Butterbox Babies (1994) with Susan 
j Clark and Post MacNeill. True-life story 
I of a couple who ran a maternity home in 
Nova Scotia as a front for illegal adoption 
and medical malpractice. Directed by 
Don McSraarty (166432) 

1135 My Little Gfri (1986) Mary Stuart nMasterscn plays a teenage little rich girl 
who helps our at a centre fa children in 
care and befriends two black sisters. Also 
with Geraldine Page and James Earl 
Jones. Directed by Connie Kaiser man 
(81579444) 

2.05 am Keeping On (1981) with Dick M Anthony Williams as a preacher/worker 
trying to unionise a mill. Directed by 
Barbara Koppte (8951 IB) 

3^0 The Ring of Truth (r) (3929393) 

4.15 Ltvfng With Violence (r) (33898) 

4.45 Mis Cohen's Money: Long-term Care (r) 

(T) (83339) 

5.15 Right to Reply (r) (T) (9706609) 

CHANNEL 5 

CHANNEL 5 ON SATELLITE 
Channel 5 is now broadcasting on 
transponder No 63 on the Astra Satellite. 
Viewers with a Videocrypt decoder wiU 
be able to receive the channel free of 
charge. Frequencies for transponder No 
63 are picture: 10.92075 GHz; sound: 
7.02 and 730 MHz 

6.00am 5 News Early (2374314) 

7.00 WWeWorld (1) (1040956) 7.30 

Milkshake' (5699598) 735 Wimzie's 
House (r) (8115666) 8.00 Havakazoo (r) 
(8548289) 830 Dappledown Farm (r) 
(8530260) 

9.00 Espresso (9251395) 

10.00 Hairy Hunters: Killer Mouse A look at 
the cute but dangerous grasshopper 
mouse (r) (T) (7452821) 

1030 Sunset Beach Ben reappears and is 
questioned by Tim (T) (4118109) 

11.10 Leeza (6367005) 

12.005 News (T) (8541376) 1230pm Family 
Attains (r) (T) (1455666) 130 The Bold 
and the Beautiful (T) (1049227) 130 Sons 
and Daughters (1454937) 

2.00 Burke’s Law Burke investigates the 
death of an unpopular detective 
(7453550) 

330 100 Per Cent Gold (8125802) 
330 In Enemy Country (1968) with Tony mFrandosa, An|anetle Comer and Guy 

Slockwefl. Second World War drama 
about an English spy going undercover to 
find out about a secret German weapon. 
Directed by Heny Keler (9111550) 

530 HouseBusters (r) (T) (6933956) 

630100 Per Cent A game show without a 
host (6930869) 

6.30 Family Affairs Melanie confronts Nick 
aver his allegations about Roy. Marla 
catches Hofiy and Susie steeping 
together (T) (6914821) 

7.005 News (T) (8140111) 

730 Football: European Cup Winners Cup 
Live coverage from Italy of the semi-final 
first leg between Vicenza and Chelsea. 
Followed by 5 News Update (43405647) 

Marc Singer stars (930pm) 

930 The Beast Master (1982) Fantasy 
adventure starring Marc Singer as a man 
who is capable of rarnmurticating with 
animals. After failing in love with a slave 
girl, he goes seeking revenge against the 
evil priest responsible for the death of his 
lather. Also starring Tanya Roberts and 
Rip Tom. Dfrecled by Don Coscareili 
(8183579) 

1130 The Morwenna Banks Show Comic 
sketches (r) (1444024) 

1230 Live and Dangerous Sports magazine 
with action from Major League Soccer in 
America (56402680) 

440am Prisoner Cell Block H (2966425) 

5.30100 Per Cent (r) (9209932) 

SATELLITE AND CABLE 

• For further listings see 
Saturday’s Vision 

SKY 1_ 
7-OOnm Streel Shari® (433*) 7-30 Games 
World (16158401 7^5 The Smpwns 

140463) W5 Oprah (9372579) WW rBJg 
™ iMOtaotiwrW«W 151314) 11JP 
Days c* Our Lives (315&3) 1230 
wlh Cnaeren (42005) IMOpjn ^-SH 

(76910) 1.00 GeraMD (56173) 230 Sally 
Jassy Raphael (32537) 330 JW^Jonefi 
(SWE4) 4.00 Oprah (71531) SM 
rted Generation (2278) 6001LJ«JB 9*w 
(2209) 630 Marled wm tSrtJiBri(6B68' 

700 The Simpsons(1^) 
15753) 8J» Suddenly Sum pm 
Seinfeld 08401SLDO Friends (69^ 9^ 
verorta'6 Qosa 01482) iojwER (iM^ 

11.00 Sis Trtfc Next Generation 
1230 Lata Snout (19244) 

(85845) 200 Long Play (2057970) 

SKY BOX OFFICE__ 

Each Hm costs rasa per wewmg 

Sffl SOX OFFICE 1 (Transponder 26) 
Hhj Crucible (1996) 

SKY BOX OFFICE 2 (Transponrfer 60) 

Edtfle (1996) 
SKY BOX OFFICE 3 (Transponder 59) 
The English Patter* (1396) 
SKY BOX OFFICE 4 finnspentter 58) 

in Low and War (1996) 

SKY MOVIES SCREEN 1 . 

6.00nni The Blue BM p976) (ggqgff 
7.40 Tho Double 
920 JuSa (1977) JfflMMJg 
GoUOocks and H» Tlwe BonI (IJB^ 

(33631717) IWBlk.gf,,^ 

(1967) HOSTS) 
QakSocks aid 

v££S£m JS 
Great Outdoora 0989) 

SSSlTie tree SWBfiWgP^7^ 
2L00 Jaam'S Lyrlc(1«94)(S3^^0 

Cheech and Chong's The Conlean 

Brettm 0984) (TB39Q) 

SKY MOVIES SCREEN 2- 

MOm The Brasher Dou«f»n IW 

(4311289) 7.1B y*!^-^BJSe SS 

asL^isSeSsspa:5 

Amaatna Panda Adwnture (1095) 
n J450550) 12.00 Un Lugar en •< Uindo 
(19BSn 142032) 2.00pm In Old Knotncky 
(1935) (35227) 4J» TM (19981^02) 
aoo The Amaztog Panda Adwrnhira 
tlSOSi (55261043) 8.00 Broken Arrow 
(1998) (272061 1W» The Prowaor 
(1997) (233753) 11.35Bodyof Mtienw 
00996) (265647)l.ioaraDr JekyVond 

Us Hyde (IMS) (928222) MS You tort 
Hurry Love 0908} (342609) 420 Pder 
fto-TU 0983) (688241) 

SKY MOVIES GOLD_ 

4.00pm Rra Down Below (1»6) 
(4700956) 6.00 The seventh Voyage of 

Shibad 0958) (4248460) BM 
Mdanoe 0983) (5793555) 10.00 De- 
SStOnWI D (197B) (6066537) 1TS0 

ChOer (1985) (2519005) 1-2S«n Nine to 

AsHTOin 0965) (6446338) 4£0 Oose 

TNT_ 

&00pm Desperate JraS 0*2 
(90279482) 11J» Day of the M 
0968) (993^550) VUSam ThaJWl 
(1965) (6025<x>6fl 3J» Deepento TraU 
(1994) (430M338) SM Oos* 

SKY SPORTS 1__ 

(32227) HUP Super LWgua(lB483) nM 
^ics (770021 1i30pmJVars Jtorid 

«£*r?44227) 1J0 World 

Kfflpi Muxfal (4666) 500 tofog 
too Sports Centra (5531) 
aZ^will) 700 Bering (543761 BOO 

2^ FooU (67840) 10-00 
^TrTBKmiaOO RmflsWe Boana 

(44378) 
12.00 Sports Genre 1 

(3310192) 700 Sports Ceram (2151111) 
700 Rugby Dub (697B024) 900 Formula 
Three (3393173) 900 Rebel Sports 
(67ffi227) 1000 SM Prime (5506192) 1000 
Rugby Club (8717647) 1200 League 
Review (3532208) 1200am Ski Pnma 
(9109425) 1.00 Insxfe tfio PGA Tour 
(3431999) 100 Sports CerSre (9614203) 

SKY SPORTS 3 

1200 Cyckng (83738260) 1.00pm Rsh TV 
(83754208) 200 Cue Mestas (07646821) 
200 DtWe Davies' SpOfWfl Hraoefi 
(63730442} 300 Besketbal (30315005) 
500 Watsrapcnts WbrW (07856200) 600 
World of Sa*ifl (7020)314) 600 Ftmia 
Three (70292668)700 FfeMV (90269005) 

BOO taste? the PGA Tax (87688885) BOO 
BasketoaB (64070444) 1000 Foctt>e6 

Scrapbook 02808258) 1100 Close 

EUROSPORT__ 

Sporte Come (418841 SOD Close 

SKY SPORTS 2.-- 

SS"(5S^ ^ 
MOFteh tv P«74W| 900 tolMa 
SJLja:, 19 30001 EW® TW TWjVX 

4 ISSSrer M177S3) 3MSH 

pJSb^MO) 800 insde ito «3A Tora 

Shaing (B8380Q) 1100 FoomaS (78550) 
1200 Motors (380781 100pm Majitefe 
B*b (20482) MO Figura Sating (77227) 
4.00 Synchronised Swrtvnlng (3550) 400 
Dancra (26508) MO F«ura Stomg 
(60442) T.oo Fiflura Skating —Uw 
(187888 900 Eumpffln Cup Winners Cup 
Sariftid FW toq (2B8734) 12.00 PdODtfi 

(94883) 1200am Close 

UK GOLD_ 

7 00am Never lha Twain (5734192) 705 
Nelghtours (47345B8) 8.00 &«»aa* 
(5690314) 80S EaBtEndere (901 BBf) MO 
7h0Ba (512144?) 900 Howada Way 
(0934937) iMO Shelley 18842755 1000 

13433885) 12-00 Croraroads (53603647) 
1205pm Neflhboura (53006734) 1205 
EasiEnders 0J792O8) 100 Btesa This 
House (7292734) 205 Ever Decreasing 
rvedes (5163885) 205 Slay UiOty 
(8141260) 345 The BS (2531482) 4.15 
julal Orguo (30297173) 5l20 EaefeidBrfl 
S»» A5B B%) Be* (1859685) BOO 
Ttv bo (8963111) 700 FnJk toty On 
England 0978) (71089298) 800 The 
Daccttuca Short# .(8906847) BOO Bugs 
[266(5579) 10.06tftidar (5I0B8463) 11.10 
Liveai jnrtfaua 0*34fl?i) 1140 rimol 
a KM (7217314) moro FILM: Horror 
Exprea# 0972) (52373338? IJOEquafcM 
(71823901 MS Shopprig (8*782203) 

GRANADA PLUS _ 

BJlOm The Bo* (3Z7B531) 700 O&B 

Jennifer Beales, Michael Nourl In Flashdmce (8pm Movies Gold) 

(2800885) 700 Corenaaon Si (2SB9T92) 
800 9rtd Data (1B3SP5« 900 Al tor Love 
(4814598)1000 The Saint (2885376)1100 

Haw* FhreC (2898840) 1200 Coronation 
SI (2868822) 12J0pm Famles (7204550) 
100 WflKttng (3809956) 100 Me end My 
Grl (7203821) 200 All tor Love (9600024) 

300 LortdorTfi Bunting (1480918) 400 
name FiVfrO 0482753) 5.00 The SaW 
(5688227) 600 Fortifies (8172111) 600 
Coronaoon St (B1B3463) 700 Oodor In 

5689956) 700 Boowe and 
- .J1G0647) 800 London's Brnting 

__47) 900 Coronation St (1490937) 
BOO Wheesappers end Shunters Sewn 
CUO (7224314) 10JQ The Spin? (2583568? 
11O0 Granada Man and Mom (5729937) 

CARLTON SELECT (CABLE) 

SOOptn BtoddxHHe 07642005) 500 Hey 
Dad B (70*0005) 600 Bytar Grove 
(7028391® 600 A Courtly Practice 
00207598) 700 London Bridge 
(87562889)700Got Back [70296482)600 

Desmond's (87648269) 800 That’s Lore 
(87650024) 900 The Kenredys (90263821) 
1000 AuS Wadersohen. Pel (90273208) 
11,00 Si Elsewhere (43513753) 1200 
Doctor-Down Undar (569042©) izofam 
TakeoMhe Unoptettd (73645749) 

DISNEY CHANNEL 

SOQani Bear in ttw Big Bhri House 600 

Jingle Cu» 7.00 Migfay Ducks 700 
r^ghtmare Ned 745 Nefl5 Nam 800 

Recess 800 Pepper Ann BOD New Doug 
900 Smart Guy 1000 Swdert Boies 

1000 Teen Angel 11 JO Boy Meats World 
1100 BrotheriyLove1200 Honey. I Shru* 
Pie Kids 124$mi RUB: BFG (1991)2.15 

Ned's Nad 200 Ataddai 300 rimon and 
Puntoaa 300 tew Dong 400 Pepper Am 
400 Recess BOO Smart Guy 500 Studera 

Bettes BOO Teen Angel 600 Boy Meeu 
World 700 FILM: Popeye 0080) 800The 
Wonder Years BOO Touched by an Angel 

FOX KIDS NETWORK 

6.00am Potief Rangers Z60 826 Crazy 
Crow 600 Ptww Rangers Zen 7.00 X MW 
705 Moral toms 600 Gooaebumps 

805 Mastad Fkdra BOO The Magic Bra 
900 Dudley too Dragon 10-00 ftnoocno 
1600 RMfif Pan 1100 0*vor Twtsl 1100 
Huwebeny Finn 1200 Gunner's Tfiwefci 
1200pm X Men 100 Spktaman 100 bon 
Menaoo Faniastic Four 205 Arirarauesof 
Dodo 200 Power Rangers Zeo 300 B« 
Bad Beetietxsgs 631 Masked Rider 400 
lie Wtti Lorie 405 Lie Wilft Loue BOO 

Goosedumpe SOO X Mon 600 Spidetman 
600 The Tick700 Close 

TOC_ 

600am Bo Osh 600 Oscar's Orchestra 
TOO Spttou 700 Oarras the Merer* 600 
Ocean Odyssey 600 SpeBxnder II BOO 
Road lo AMnlsa 1000 AJ's rime Travelers 
1000 Hash Gordon 1100 Srtogoud 1 TOO 
GtQartOt 1200 Spaou 12O0pm Oscar's 
Orchestra 100 Spetonxi* ll 120 ASs 
rime Trarelers 200 Iznogoud 200 Flash 
Gordon 300 Gig*** 200 Bq Osh 400 
Ocean Odyssey 400 Denrts me Menaoe 

NICKELODEON_ 

BOOam Oormr DuctaJla BOO Ren and 
SUrm 700 Angry Bearers 700 Rupais 
800 Doug 800 Aithu BOO CBBC 1000 
Wince's Hteuss IDOO Baoar 11.00 Magic 
School Bus 11-30 PB Bear etc 1200 
Rugm/E 1Z30pm Blues Cues 100 C3ang- 
ers 100 Moppet Batrts 200 Fragg* Rock 
200 AMn and the ChlFriunls300 Jumanj 
300 Doug 400 Hay Arnold* 400 C^Jtaro 
sty 500 F&«ratG 500 Sester Ssier dOO 
Ftortiord Rejects 800 Karan and Kel 

TROUBLE_ 

1200 Swan's Crossing 1200pm Sweri 
1.00 Ecto Port 100 HeratofBek Kffi 200 
Saved by the Bel 200 Swan’s Crossng 
300rr'sm the Jeans&150n the fcbta 300 
Heartbreak Hlf^l 400 HoCyoeka 400 
Saved by iha Beti BOO USA High 500 
Swett 600 Echo Pctin 600 Bangs 645 
Rush 700 USA High 700 Hdywks 

CHALLENGE TV 

SOQpffl F<toxxn>Ooe SM Fonty For¬ 
tunes BOO Catdnhnua 705 BfeckbUErars 
700GM Us a Clue BOO AD Clued Up 800 
Whiite 9.15 Sale ol the Century 1000 
Treasure f-kjrsr 11.15 3-2-11ZOfiamMoon- 
itfving 1O0 Fal Guy 200 Boogies Dner 
300 Snowy FHver: The McGregor saga 
300 Jos sans FttrtartS 500 Screwshop 

BRAVO 

BOOpm The A-Team (41322®) 900 Tour 
ol Dufy (4145753) 1BOO The Basement 
(2076573) 1000 Red Shoe Denes 
(677HB1) 1100 FUJI. Superatfflon 
0382} (7965531) 100am The BeserertL 
(T6033381 TOO Tour at Duly (2B8B5931200 

«J* Shogun Aereaato tl«D 
(2687664) 400 Red StaDtenss (26843)3) 
500 TraArTeam (2954241) 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY 

7O0pm Grace Under Fre (9860) 700 
Fteeanr* (3937) BOD CyUU (5289) BOO 
Csoane in the City (7024) 900 Cheem 
(22289) 9-30 Elen (14821) 1000 Frasier 
176173) 1030 Ducrinan (B5821) 1100 
Comedy Netenri (27734) llOOCarofinein 
Die City (48376) 1200 Eton (36947) 
1200am Nurses (69609) 100 Cheers 
(63425) 100 Roaaanra (3384^ 200 

Caroline in the Cty (77425) 230 Grace 
Under Fire (56032) 300 Fraster (63661) 
300 Duckman (70512) 400 Close 

THE SCf-n CHANNEL 

SOOpra Quaraum Leap (7334573) 900 The 

Cape 13934717) 1000 The Martian Chrom- 
Ctes (29 SEEDS) 1200 Sitings (B262864) 
IOOUB The Ootic Woman (4683864) 200 
Fnday the 13ih (6013932) 300 Taes ol the 

Unapeaed (1974135) 300 Dork Shadows 
(4156580) <oo dose 

HOME & LEISURE_ 

900am The Joy ot Parang 900 The 
Garden Show 10.00 Grassroots 16S0 The 
Fumture Guys 11O0 Tool Ftsheig wtih MflB 
Hayes 11.30 HomeOme 1200 Home Sanry 
1220pm Dre Did House 100 'fan Can 
Cook—The Bea ol Asia 100 Fumtnra lo 

Go 200 Hcmemakar 200 Rummaga3O0 
Two's Counoy 300 home Again 400 Close 

DISCOVERY_ 

4O0pm Rra Hunt Specials (8986024) 4-30 
Disaster (8981206) 500 Top Marques II 

(8757647) &30 Time Traveler (6965260) 
600 Urtamed Amaasnta ^944314) 700 
Beyond 2000 (8700111) 700 Hatorys 
Turing Pons (8332537) &Q0 Sdenoe 
Froniere (41384631 900 Disaster 
(16481731 900 MetSca t3aacdv» 
(6316531) 1000 Heart Surgeon 141S1314) 
1100 ftrensc DMWOves (34121QZ) 1200 
You're in Die Army Now (B006222) lOOran 
History's Turning Ports £009512) 130 
Beyond 2000 (797B241) 200 Cioaa 

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 

7O0pn The Forgotten Sun Bear (9038208) 
720 The lest Emperor’s Ha? (7766378) 
800 Whale's Tate (16152081800 Lord cl 
Die Animate (Z2669S8I 900 Extreme Earn 
(365614511030 Mir 18 Destination Space 
(1285918) 1100 Ateean Wldfie (B777734) 
1200 Caesarea Maritime: Hwotfa Harbour 
(3016951) 1200am Lad ol the Ararat 
(9286241) 100 Close 

TRAVEL (CABLE) 

12.00 /iWtake's Way lODpm Sports 
Safaris 100 The Food Lover's Guide To 
AuaraSa 200 Tread The Med 200 Fat 
Fhaio Floyd 3.00 Around Bream 300 
Thousand Faces Oi Indcnesia 400 Hohday 
Maker 500 Sports Salaite 830 A^ecte Ol 
Da 6.00 The Food Lover's Guide To 
Austria 630 Treed The Med 700 Travel 
Live 800 Stepping The World 830 The 
Flattens Of France 900 Granger's wwd 
1000 On The Horizon 1030 Far Flung 
Ftoyd 1100 Travel Litre 1200 Cross 

THE HISTORY CHANNEL 

4.00pm Korea- The Forgotten War 

(3304289) 5.00 Weapons al War (2150462) 
BOO AncterS Mysteries (G7404B3) 700 

Htewiy ol Be RAF Special (2132685) 

CARLTON FOOD (CABLE) 

BOOam Food Network Dally 830 Food tor 
Thought 1000 Who’s Cookng Dinner? 
1030 Whai's Cooking? 1100 Wunal 
Thompson Cooks 1130 Grahan Han't 
Ktichen 1200 Food Netiwsk Dally 
1230pm wnter Nosh 100 Food lor 
Thorahl 130 Ideal Home CdOte 200 
Perfect Pasta wilh AWo Z* 230 Food 
Netmork Daily 300 A Year at Batiymabe 
330 worral Thompson Cooks 400 From 

the Ground Up430Chez Bn« BOO Close 

LIVING.. 

BOOam Tiny Living 900 Ready. Steady. 

Cook 935 Han to Hal 1030 The Youig 
and ttv Restless 1120 BooksUa If JO 
Jimmy's 1220pm Del Show 12J0 (fescue 
911 13S Adrenalin Jurtoae 220 Living It 
Up* 320 Jerry Springer 4.10 Roionda 500 
The Hast k On 530 Ready. Steady. Cook 
6.10 Jerry Sponger 700 Rescue BIT 730 
Mysteries, Magic and Mtaetes 800 
TempesO 900 FILM: Vfelim of Uwtollw 
Shannon Mohr Story 11OO The Sex Rtes 

ZEE TV_ 

S30*m Narsaqo 700 JaagraiT 730 
PSidGtan BuBtoess Update 800 Mem 930 

Aahaa 900 feevan jywi 930 Maesya CB 
Rate 1030 Ka* 1130 Pol Luck 1130 
Daraar 1200 HU4 3.00pm Chasfrne 
Badoot 830 Dactaen 400 Hum Paareh 
430 VltiBiTt Au Betad 5.00 Aur Be Mrue 

530Araalahan 6.00 Banegj Apni Bsa 630 
Bulho Gael ffehre 700 Dam Dane Dsn 
735 Dnemagc 800 News 830 Anas* 
930 Hraraten IDOO Big Debtee 1030 
Suspance 1130 Horror Show 1200 Ctose 

j 
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Three cheers for 
the mediocrity 
of racquetball 

Italian connection helps Chelsea 

Vialli aware 
of threat 

from Vicenza 
From Brian Glanville in vicenza 

CHELSEA flew out for the 
first leg of their Cup Winners’ 
Cup semi-final against Vicen¬ 
za tonight knowing that they 
must overcome one of the best- 
drilled teams in Italy if they 
are to progress. 

“I know Vicenza," Gianluca 
Vialli, the Chelsea player- 
manager and one of the club's 
three high-profile Italians, 
said. “I know Italian teams are 
the best in the world about 
tactics, about organisation, 
about spirit about the way 
they prepare the match. 

“Vicenza haven't got any 
superstars, but they are 
organised, they work very 
hard for the team. We hope we 
can spot some faults and take 
advantage of them, even if l 
know it will be very tough and 
very tight I know Guidolin 
{the Vicenza managerJ. I know 
the way he wants his team to 
play, so I know what we have 
to face." 

The word "organisation" 
was on many lips. "They’re 
well organised," Roberto di 
Matteo, who played against 
Vicenza often during his time 
with Lazio, said. “They defend 
well, give little space." 

Dennis Wise, too. said that 
Chelsea fared a “very difficult" 
task. "They’re very disciplined 
and like to sit back and be 
patient." Wise, so active in 
Chelsea’s victory over Mid¬ 
dlesbrough in the Coca-Cola 
Cup final on Sunday, said. 

The fact that Chelsea had to 
play for 120 minutes at Wem¬ 
bley will make their job that 
much harder. "The lads have 
been very tired in the last 
couple of days," Wise said, 
“and It’s knocked us out a bit, 
but we can’t make that an 
excuse. We’ve got to adapt to 
these things. We've had 
enough rest now, and we've 
got to get bade to business." 

Gianfranco Zola, who will 
be especially keen to excel 
given the stringent competi- 

V. .1 

tion for places in attack in 
Italy’s World Cup squad, has 
been in Bologna, where he has 
undergone treatment for a 
groin injury, but Vialli is sure 
that Zola will be fit for 
consideration. He is hopeful, 
too, that Frank Sinclair, the 
scorer of Chelsea's first goal at 
Wembley, will have recovered 
from a stomach injury. 

It can be assumed that 
Vialli, having sat out the Coca- 
Cola Cup final, will be playing 
this time, probably alongside 
Tore Andre Ro. the scorer of 
those two devastating early 
goals in Seville against Real 
Beds in the first teg of their 
quarter-final. 

Modest and midway in the 
Italian championship, Vicenza 

Vialli: pressure 

liiiiJii 

have come to vigorous life in 
the Cup Winners’ Cup. They 
reached this stage by plunder¬ 
ing nine goals against the 
Dutch side, Roda JC, over two 
legs- 

Their chief striker is 
Pbsquale Luiso, a late develop¬ 
er, who spent eight seasons in 
inter-regional (non-league) 
and third division football 
before finally breaking 
through last season with Pia¬ 
cenza, for whom he scored one 
of die most spectacular goals 
of the season, against Milan, 
with a scissor kick. Quick and 
strong, he has been playing up 
front recently with another 
latecomer, the 26-year-old 
Roman, Lamberto Zauii, in 
his first season in Serie A. 

Known as a midfield player, 
he has been pushed forward to 
make bullets for Luiso to fire 
and is wanted by several 
leading teams, including, it is 
said. Rangers. However, it is 
possible that Vicenza will de¬ 
ploy Marcelo Otero, the Uru¬ 
guay international striker, 
who has just recovered from 
injury. 

Another newcomer. Fabio 
Firmani. 19. has brought brio 
to die midfield, where Domen¬ 
ico di Carlo, the 34-year-old 
playmaker, no longer com¬ 
mands an automatic place. 
But the long-haired Fabio 
VMani is now the dynamo of 
the midfield, while Francesco 
Coca the 21-year-old full back 
signed from Milan, is a force¬ 
ful presence on the left 

With the addition of 
Massimo Ambrasini and 
Gabriele Arabrosetti in mid- 
field. there is a team that can 
look lively going forward in 
propitious circumstances, but 
is perhaps less impressive in 
defence. 

To beat an Italian team," 
Vialli, said, "means that Chel¬ 
sea are ready to do something 
in Europe. If you want to be 
the best in Europe, you have to 
beat an Italian team, so this is 
a great challenge to us. 

“Until you play in England 
you don’t realise how lough it 
is to play well, because the 
style is completely different 
So you can be the best player 
in Italy, but you can be die 
worst player in England." 

A manager, however, has 
an easier time of it in England, 
Vialli said. "In Italy, the 
pressure is terrible. In Italy, 
they don’t give you any time. If 
you lose the first three matches 
of the season, you're sacked." 

Chelsea should not lose 
tonight and finish the job in 
London. Vicenza may be an 
Italian team, but they are an 
unexceptional one, whose at¬ 
tack will flourish only when it 
gets the kind of space it did 
from Roda. 
VTNCEMZA tDOxaBte. 4-4-2) P Brrvw — G 
Manual D BetoOi. G Dcara, F Coco — F 
Vhrtani. F Firmani. M flmCrosrt. G 
fimbraaM — LZauk, p Luiso 
CHaSEA(poBS*te.-M-a:EeteGow — 
F SMalr. F Laboftl. M DuOary, G Le Saiw 
— D Petrescu. 0 Woe. E Newton, R <1 
Manpo — GWaffi. TARo 
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Knight plays a shot to die offside during his masterful 90 yesterday that set England on tfaeir way to a competitive total against West Indies 

Brilliant Knight sets shining example 
From Alan Lee 

CRICKET CORRESPONDENT 

IN BRIDGETOWN, BARBADOS 

ENGLAND'S heady sequence 
of one-day victories was under 
severe threat here yesterday, 
when they were put into bat on 
a damp and unpredictable 
pitch at Kensington Oval. 
However, West Indies found 
their progress towards level¬ 
ling this five-match series at 
l-l frustrated by another mas¬ 
terful innings from Nick 
Knight and a burst of aggres¬ 
sion from the England tail. 

Knight, whose England 
career was stalled by a broken 
finger in New Zealand early 
last year, has taken only two 
games to demonstrate that he 
is indispensable—in the short 
game, at least- After his bril¬ 
liant 122 on Sunday, he made 
90 in quite different dreurrv- 
stances yesterday. 

An England innings that 
might conceivably have been 
snuffed out for fewer than 150 
was, thereby, given a precious 
life extension and. as the pitch 
dried under late morning sun¬ 
shine. England prospered. 

Their last four wickets add¬ 
ed 96 in the final ten overs, a 
robust 45 from Ealham abra¬ 
sively supported by Brown 
and Fleming. A total of 266 
was competitive and it owed 
almost everything to Knight 

Had Knight managed the 
extra ten runs, a welter of 
statistical tributes awaited 
him. It would have been the 
second occasion that he had 
made consecutive one-day cen¬ 
turies and his fourth hundred 
would have come in just IS 

games. The only players to 
have made more than four for 
England — Graham Gooch' 
and David Gower — each 
played more than 100 interna¬ 
tionals and, to sharpen the 
context, Allan Border scored 
only three one-day centuries in 
273 games.. 

Knight was one of nine 
England players yesterday 
with no more than 20 oneday 
caps, a stark contrast in expe¬ 
rience with a West Indies side 
of whom five had stacked up 
at least 125 appearances. 
England’s comparative raw¬ 
ness was accentuated by the 
enforced absence of Thorpe 
and Atherton. 

Thorpe, whose back has 
been troubling him since the 
Test match on this ground 
three weeks ago. flew home on 
Tuesday night for rest and 
treatment Atherton'S chances 

of replacing him were dashed 
by a stomach bug. 

Tuesday had been an 
unseasonally wet day on the 
island and further drizzle yes¬ 
terday morning kept the cov¬ 
ers on until shortly before the 
start The result was that the 
same pitch used on Sunday 
now behaved as an entirely 
alien surface. 

With the outfield also start¬ 
ing conspicuously slow, this 
was a significant toss to win 
and Lara released his heavy 
artillery immediately. Am¬ 
brose and Walsh were formi¬ 
dable, obtaining lift and 
movement at WuL and the 
England openers could not 
think beyond survivaL 

Stewart eventually lost pa¬ 
tience and sliced Walsh to 
cover. England were 21 for one 
in the tenth over, not a 
propitious moment for Ben 

Hollioake to begin his second 
England innings, but his na- 
tive insouciance rose above it 

In the next six overs, Eng¬ 
land added 50. The majority 
came fimn Knight driving 
and polling voraciously, but 
Hollioake contributed nobly, 
running confident angles 
when he did no more than 
drop the ball at his feet then 
wristiiy on-driving Rose for 
two fours in an over. 

A checked drive brought his 
end and England now fal¬ 
tered, Hick going limply back 
to a leg-breaJc from Lewis that 
ran down his bat and bowled 
him through his legs. Further 
retrenchment was required 
and Ramprakash was the 
man for it accelerating 
through a 59-nm stand that 
restored equilibrium. 

Even after losing Rampra¬ 
kash to a flat sweep against 

Lewis. Knight retained such 
command that it was a sur¬ 
prise to see him play around a 
slower ball from Simmons 
and depart leg-before. His 90 
had come from only 107 balls 
admirably fast on such a 
pilch, but England remained 
vulnerable and Adam Holli- 
oake’s unlucky run-out when 
Walsh deflected an Ealham 
drive into the non-strikers 
stumps, left them 158 for six. 

Yet again, however, the 
depth and tenacity of this 
batting order transformed an 
awkward situation. Ealham 
set the tone with a stream of 
audacious shots in his 37-ball 
45. Brown shared 48 in eight 
overs, but the final onslaught 
brought 60 from five, leaving 
West Indies contemplating 
something else entirely from 
the routine win that early 
events had suggested. 

BRIDGETOWN SCOREBOARD 

W8sf tides Joss 

ENGLAND 
N V Knight Ibw 0 Simmons . 

(107 bate, 1 six. 7 lours) 
TAJ Stewart c Lara bWateh 

(26 bate) 
8 C HoOoaJra c and b Rose . 

(15 bate. 3 fours) 
GAHckbLewte.. 

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-21 (Krfohl 17). 
3-71 (Knight A8). 3-72 (Knight 49)74-131. 

M R Ramprakaati c Ambrose b Lewis 29 
(51 bate, l sk. 2 fous) 

VU Hoffloata run Otf (Walsh)-11 
{j3tate1few) 

M A Esteem c Ambrose b Simmons 46 
£37 bate. 1 sh. S fours) 

D H Brown b Simmons.21 
126 bate. 1 four) 

MV Raining c WBOame b Ambrose 28 
(17 bate 1 six. 2 tours) 

R O B Croft not out-- 11 
ft bate. 2 fous] 

OWHeadleybAmbrose ..0 
(1 be*) 

Extras (to 2. w 9. nb 1).. 12 

Total (50 overs, 214min).266 

Wright 78). 5-154 (A J HoOoate 1t», 
S-15B (Ealwi a. 7-206 fENham 27). 8- 
338 (Fleming 11). 9-257 (Croft 2). 

BOWUNa Ambrose 1WM« (w f; 6 
tours; 80-31-0. 2-0-13-2V. Walsh 10-1- 
51-1 (w & 1 Six, 4 (ours; 6-1-26-1,3-0-10- 
0.1-0-15-0); Rosa8-0-50-1 (rbl.w1;1 
six, 6 Inure; 7-0-33-1. 1-0-17-0); Lewis 
10-0-40-2 (1 sb, 2 tours; one ape*); 
Simmons 8-0-403 rnb 1. w l;5 fours: 2- 
0-100. 4-0-75-1. 2-0-21-2). Hoopar+O- 
330 (nb 1, w a 1 sbe 2-0-13-0,20-200) 

Seva alter 15 overs: 70-1. 

WEST WEHES C B Lambert P A Wafiace, 
•B C Lara. C L Hooper. Ifl D Jacobs. P V 
Stamens. S C WflBams. RN Lewis, FA 
Rosa. CEL Ambrose and C A WaMi. 

Umpires; B Morgan and E G Notate. 
Third umpire: H Moore. 

Referee: R S MadugaUe (Sri Lanka). 
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ACROSS DOWN 
1 Insect arachnid, etc (9) l Old, disused (7) 
6 Droop ft) 2 Most (of); rogby players (5- 
8 Burnt-sugar sweet (7) S) 
9 Unimportant petty (5) 3 1 ndined plane; swindle (4) 

| 10 Elderly (4) 4 Hip structure (6) 

-3 It Boisterous mirth (8) 5 Lord Beaconsfidd (8) 

13 Taken, held (6) 6 Stinging rebuff (4^3.4} 

14 To dress (6) 7 Rain channel: fielder (5) 
17 Of the land, its working (8) 12 Personal magnetism (8) 

18 Damage from use; be 15 Range of hearing (7) 
dressed in (4) 16 Disappear (6) 

i 20 Solids at bottom of glass (5) 17 Performed sum (5) 
5.: 21 Charge (high offidaT) (7) 19 Incentive branch line (4) 
1 22 Parties an operating sys- 
l temp} 
9, 23 Repulsive (9) 

| SOLUTION TO NO 1368 
jj| * ACROSS: 1 Amour propre 8 King/s 9 Crossly ' 10 Ebor 
B 11 Waterloo 13 Milieu 14 Stoned 17 Victoria 19 Grit 
if 22 Erotica 23 Lease 24 Black Friars i 
B DOWN: 1 Ankle 2 Own goal 3 Risk 4 Racial 5 Property 
B 6 Easel 7 Byword 12 Veronica 13 Movies IS Nirvana 1 
■ 16 Hijack 18 Coomb 20 Tress 21 Blur ^ 

England suffer as Fifa race hots up 
From Oliver Holt 

FOOTBALL CORRESPONDENT 

IN TURIN 

ENGLAND'S campaign to 
stage the 2006 World Cup 
finals appears to have become 
a victim of the bitter struggle 
between Lennart Johansson 
and Sepp Blatter to succeed 
Joao Havel an ge as president 
of Fife, football’s governing 
body. Blatter, die Fifa general 
secretary, who has the back¬ 
ing of Michel Platini, has said 
already that it would be "logi¬ 
cal" for the 2006 tournament 
to be awarded to an African 
nation in order to cement the 
growth of football on that 
continenL 

Then, hist night, speaking at 
the Stadio Delle Alpi here 
before the European Cup 
semi-final first leg between 
Juventus and AS Monaco, 
Johansson, the Uefa presi¬ 
dent. confirmed that he would 
not renege on an agreement he 
was party to. .which threw 
Europe’s support behind 
Germany for the 2006 finals. 
Thus, both candidates for the 
highly influential position 
seem untouched try England’s 
campaigning. 

Johannson has already been 
mocked as a “German pup¬ 
pet” by Blatter and his camp.' 
Although he fiercely denied 
that accusation last night. 
Johansson sat behind a table 

flanked by Egidius Braun, the 
German FA president and one 
of his key supporters, and 
insisted he would not change 
bis stance on 2006. 

“I am not a puppet on a 
string for anyone." Johansson 
said. “1 go my own way. 
Germany, Italy and England 
are all important countries 
when it comes to forming the 
future of world football and I 
was the first one who fought 
for English dubs to be put 
back in business in European 
competition after their baa 

"I admire Germany for 
their loyalty and their ex¬ 
tremely good organisation 
and that is about all. Anybody 
is allowed to be a candidate for 

holding the finals in 2006. but 
Uefa derided some time ago it 
would make sense to put 
forward just one candidate 
from the federation. We said 
at a Uefa Executive Commit¬ 
tee meeting we would go for 
England for the European 
championship in 1996 and 
Germany for the World Cup 
in 2006." 

With both candidates for the 
Fifa presidency thus effect¬ 
ively declared against Eng¬ 
land. it was little consolation 
that Johansson said he was 
unaware of the crowd trouble 
at Gillingham and Barnsley 
over the weekend. It is dear 
that, in his eyes. England do 
not have a cause to be harmed. 
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